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Is There a Hell?   
Does it Matter? 

 

 
 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Righteousness 

• Evil 
 

Their Outcomes: 
 

• Life 

• Death 

 
Teaching of the Verse:   
 

   It is just as sure that the man living righteously 

(having Christ's imputed righteousness as his foun-

dation) attains life as it is that the man pursuing evil 

attains death.  That is Solomon's point.  He is as-

suming that some of his lessons on righteousness 

have sunk in.  If you know these things are true 

about righteousness, Solomon says, you can be just 

as sure that this is conversely true of sin.  

Proverbs 11:19 
 As righteousness leads to life, 

So he who pursues evil pursues it  

to his own death.  
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   Why is this important to know?  Because the mercies of 

God are so abundant among men, we are prone to get the 

idea that righteousness pays good dividends, but un-

righteousness only withholds dividends, or just pays infe-

rior dividends.  Wicked men usually don't get what they 

deserve immediately; God is patient with them.  Does this 

mean He won't have the heart to follow through on His 

severe warnings?  Solomon is telling us that the charac-

ter of God is such that He could no more withhold the 

wicked man's due punishment than He could the right-

eous man's reward. 

   Once someone gets 'in the know' with God, the ques-

tion is actually reversed.  How can any man be consid-

ered righteous with God?  How can God avoid punishing 

us all and still be just?  This is Paul's enigma in the book 

of Romans whereby the Gospel becomes a vindication of 

God's righteousness. 

   But most men, even men who have learned that God is 

just, find the eternal punishment of the wicked a hard 

pill to swallow.   

   We know Solomon is not talking about physical death 

in this verse.  Not all evil men die as a direct result of 

their evil pursuits.  But all unbelieving men do die eter-

nally because of their sin: 
 

 Rev 21:8  But for the cowardly and unbelieving, and those having 
become foul, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all the lying ones, their part will be in the lake burn-
ing with fire and brimstone, which is the Second Death.  
 

   What is death?  Essentially, separation.  The death the 

wicked dies is eternal separation from God.  This is the 

first argument against Annihilationism- the teaching that 

unbelievers aren't punished eternally, they are simply 

taken out of existence- annihilated.  Annihilation is not 
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separation, therefore it is not death, nor the Second 

Death.   
 

   The Annihilation Theory is the end result of the un-

pleasantness men find in the idea of eternal punishment.  

They somehow think God just couldn't do that.  Solomon 

has news for them.  If there is a conscious consequence 

for righteousness, there is also a conscious consequence 

for unrighteousness. 

   What?  You think God couldn't stand to see men suf-

fer?  He not only can tolerate it, He is a necessary eternal 

witness to His own just sentence: 
 
 Rev 14:10, 11  he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is prepared unmixed in the cup of his anger. He will be tor-
mented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels, and 
in the presence of the Lamb.  The smoke of their torment goes up 
forever and ever. They have no rest day and night 
 

   This would be pretty deceitful language if it really 

meant God was just going to extinguish unbelievers out 

of existence.   
 

   Furthermore, there is no basis for our own relationship 

with God if we are not to fear Him for real punishment.  

Annihilation is not punishment; it is the forgoing of re-

ward, perhaps, but it is not punishment.  Jesus tells us 

to base our relationship with God partly on the 

knowledge that He punishes, and punishes like no other 

can: 
 

 Luke 12:4   And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.  
But I will warn you of whom you shall fear: Fear Him who, after 
He has killed, has authority to cast into Hell.  Yes, I say to you, 
fear Him.  
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   This warning would make no sense if God could do 

no more harm after He cast someone into Hell.  But 

that is what Annihilationism teaches.  Rather, the 

'casting in' is just when the harm begins. 

   Notice that Jesus not only teaches a real fear of 

God, He teaches it to His friends.  He is telling us 

that our knowledge of and relationship to God is de-

ficient apart from the acknowledgment of Hell.  Solo-

mon is teaching us this same proper fear.   

   No one would fear a Hell or a God that would 

merely puff them out of existence.  An earthly prison 

would be more fearful than that if it merely put a 

mind-numbing device on a prisoner.  The prisoner 

would fear being alive while separated from his own 

existence.  This, at least, would be a type of death.  

Annihilation is no type of death.  It mocks all these 

Scriptures, including our proverb today. 
 

   The Church is ripe in our day for another revival of 

Annihilationism, as when the Jehovah's Witness 

movement was born over 100 years ago.  Christians 

are embarrassed of Hell.  We've been given a lopsid-

ed gospel, heavy on love and mercy, short on justice 

and punishment; we already avoid the doctrine of 

Hell at every turn. 

   Solomon is reasoning with us today that when we 

rob God of real consequences for sin, we essentially 

rob Him of rewarding righteousness with Life as 

well.  The one God authors both consequences.   

   He who denies it denies that the glory of God is 

residing all His attributes.  He who receives it can 

walk in the fear of God. 
 
 


