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He Who Wins Souls is Wise 
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The word usually translated "wins"  ("he who wins 

souls") in this verse is the ordinary Hebrew word for 

"take."  The best English word to capture its meaning 

in this verse is probably “capture,” as we shall see.   

    One translation actually takes 'wise' in the sense of  

'subtle'  (used thus of Jonadab in 2 Sam. 13:3) and 

renders it "violent behavior takes away souls." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Complements: 
 

• The fruit of  the righteous 
• An activity of  the wise 
 

The Complementing Descriptions: 
 

• A tree of  life 
• Taking souls 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    The second half of this verse is one of the more fa-

mous phrases from Proverbs, especially in the conver-

sion-focused preaching of the last century and a  half.  

Proverbs 11:30   

The fruit of the righteous is  a tree of life; 

and he who takes hold of  souls is wise. 
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It has usually been quoted from versions saying "He who 

wins souls is wise," taken as meaning that whoever con-

verts someone to Christ is wise.  This is indeed one prop-

er application of the verse, but let us consider its exact 

meaning more extensively, for we shall find that its mes-

sage is equally relevant to relations between Christians.   
 

    The real comparison in this verse is between the two 

manners in which Christians benefit others.  This is 

the third verse in a row exhorting our good works.  

These three are follow-ons from the previous three 

community/nation related proverbs.  This is nothing 

more than a reinforcement of the fact that love of 

neighbor is the second greatest command. 
    The two means by which the Christian benefits 
others are the fruit he bears and the action he takes.  
The fruit he bears is longstanding provision for oth-
ers, and the action he takes is persuasion. 
    The fruit a righteous man bears is called a tree of 
life, which first indicates that the righteous man 
himself is a tree of life, for how else could his fruit 
produce such a tree?  So the Christian is a tree of 
life which produces a tree of life/trees of life.  Ex-
tending the question backwards we might ask, "How 
did the Christian become a tree of life?"  He received 
life from Jesus Christ, who is life.  Jesus compared 
Himself to a vine supplying us with life: 
 

 John 15:4   Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself unless it remains in the vine, so neither 
can you unless you abide in Me.  
 

    In fact, Jesus also taught about the longstanding pro-

vision we should offer as His branches: 
 

 John 15:16    You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you 

and ordained you that you should go and bring forth fruit, 



3 

and that your fruit should remain         
 
    Perhaps Jesus was thinking about our proverb 

when He taught this. 
    So what is the tree of life a Christian produces?  It is 

either his fruit itself which is like a tree in that it keeps 

on producing, or it is the result of his fruit: another 

tree of life growing and bearing fruit on its own.  The 

latter would indicate another person who has become a 

tree of life because of what we fed them.  This seems to 

be the correct meaning, because it coincides with the 

second half of the verse, "He who takes souls is wise,"  

which also speaks of our influence on others. 

 

    And what is this taking, or capturing, of souls?  It is 

the same activity in the name of righteousness which 

Solomon already warned us about as an activity of un-

righteousness: 
 

 Prov 6:25   Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, and do 
not let her take you with her eyelids.  

     
    Christians are supposed to capture others by 

means of our wisdom.  We are supposed to 'take 

them prisoner' with our words.  We are supposed to 

'lock them up' unto God with gospel logic* : 
 

 2 Cor 10:4, 5   for the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, 
but powerful to God to the demolition of strongholds,  the 
demolishing of arguments and every high thing lifting up 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into cap-
tivity every thought into the obedience of Christ 

     
    Notice the words "arguments," "knowledge," and 

"thought" in the above verse.  It is obvious that the 

way we are to 'take' others is by changing their minds- 
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completely changing their minds.  The word for this is 

persuasion.  Also read the verse after the above and 

you will see that Paul did not consider the Corinthian 

Christians themselves to have been completely per-

suaded yet.  He was still persuading them. 
    So the taking of souls begins at conversion (2 Cor 
5:20  “Then on behalf of Christ, we are ambassadors, as 
God is exhorting through us, we beseech on behalf of 
Christ, Be reconciled to God.”) and extends through the 
Christian life, as one area after another is claimed 
by gospel truth. 
 

    Our proverb, then, sees a Christian as a 'total pack-

age' of benefit to his fellow man.  He is a source of 

nourishment others may come to in time of need, and 

he is a rescue party coming to them when they don't 

see their own need.  Using a desert analogy, we are to 

be a fruit-bearing desert shrub men can survive by, 

and for those who are so lost in the desert they cannot 

find their way to us, we are a search party that goes 

into the desert to rescue them. 
 

    Did you realize that Jesus, as vine, had equipped 

you as a branch to make such provision for others?  Of 

course, like the Corinthians, we continue to also need 

such ministry ourselves. 
    Are you thus humbly receiving and generously giv-

ing Scriptural persuasion? 

    Finally, note the depiction of a Christian’s emotions 

in this proverb.  As “the righteous,” he is compassion-

ate and cannot stand to see men captured by unScrip-

tural, unreal thinking.  His love compels him to per-

suade them otherwise. 
 

*  "Taking" someone does not mean forcing them to think a certain 

way- just the opposite.  It means bringing them to see for themselves 
what is true. With the Christian, it means bringing him to say, "Ah, I 
didn't realize I owed that to God / was keeping that from God." 


