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Words of the verse: 
 

   "Honor" is from a Hebrew word essentially connot-

ing weightiness.  It is used of God's "glory".  It is used 

frequently in Proverbs of the glory the godly attain. 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The woman of grace 

• The tyrannical 
 

The Comparison Between Them: 
 

• She retains honor 

• They retain riches 
 

Teaching of the Verse:  
 
   This is the first comparison of its kind in Proverbs.  

It is using an understood to explain a non-
understood.  Solomon gives us the retaining power of 
oppressive men as something commonly known in 

order to teach us the similar retaining power of a 
gracious woman.   
   So we also have our first proverb on women.* 

 Proverbs 11:16 

 A gracious woman maintains honor,  

and tyrannical men maintain riches.  
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   The word for "grace" is used 69 times in the Old 

Testament, mostly in terms of someone finding 
'favor' in the eyes of another.  It is even used of the 

gracious effects of Messiah's lips in Ps. 45:2.  It is 
similar to any individual trait in that when it is sep-
arated from a comprehensive godliness of life it can 

lead astray (so Prov. 31:30, "Favor [our word for 
'grace'] is deceitful"; but which is also true of isolat-

ed knowledge, 1 Cor. 8:1; and isolated love, 1 Thess. 
4:9 with the previous paragraph, 4:3-8). 
 
   Our proverb focuses on grace as a positive trait of 

a godly woman.  The gracious woman, the woman 
who understands how God made her and why God 

made her as woman, not just as human, will retain 
honor. 
   How did God make her? 
 
 1 Pet 3:7    You husbands, in like manner, live with your 
wives according to knowledge, giving honor to the woman, 
as to the weaker vessel 
 
   The woman is the fine china, the man the wooden 
bowl (hopefully, a nice wooden bowl with no splin-

ters).   
   Notice, it doesn't say the man is a strong vessel.  
We should rather infer that he is also a weak vessel, 

and she merely weaker, especially with such testi-
mony as Ps. 103:14, "He remembers that we are 

dust."  We are all marked 'Fragile', but she is addi-
tionally marked 'Handle with Tender Care.'  This is 
how God made her, if she will but embrace it. 
 
   Why did God make her? 
 
1 Cor 11:9   And the man was not made for the woman, but 
the woman for the man.  
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   If how God made her is a hard pill to swallow (in 

our age of feminism), why must be nearly poison.  
But the gracious woman will actually enjoy and flow 

with her natural qualities of womanhood.  She was 
not meant to be the leader but the support.   
   So some men are not meant to be the head coach, 

but the offensive coordinator, and as such they have 
their greatest effect on the team.  These men may 

actually be a more direct benefit to the team than 
the head coach, but they don't mind the head coach 
being in the spotlight, because he has to shoulder 

the overall responsibility.  Plus, the offensive coordi-
nator wouldn't be able to 'do his thing' with the X's 

and O's if he was head coach, because he wouldn't 
have the time with all his other responsibilities. 
   So woman should see her limited role as an ad-

vantage.  She gets to do what she's good at, what 
she receives most fulfillment from, and she doesn't 
have to worry about the larger concerns which occu-

py her husband.  Her domain is the home: 
 
1 Tim 2:14,15    ... and Adam was not deceived; but the wom-
an, having been deceived, was in transgression.  But she shall 
be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and love 
and holiness with discretion. 
 
   The Christian woman is seen as correcting the de-
ficiency of Eve and the fallen feminine nature in gen-

eral by making her children her 'church'.  Notice, 
"she" shall be saved if "they" continue.  Her sanctifi-

cation is bound up in her children's sanctification. 
   She really is the offensive coordinator: 
 
Psa 127:4, 5  As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, so are 
the children of the young.  Blessed is the man who has filled 
his quiver with them; they shall not be ashamed, for they 
shall speak with their enemies in the gate.  
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   Paul essentially told Timothy that the woman was 

the arrow preparer.  She makes the children spiritu-
ally battle-ready.   
   Will God fail to honor her for this just because 
there is a husband over her 'getting the glory'?  No, 
even her family will recognize the woman thus com-

fortable in her God-given role: 
 
Pro 31:28   Her children rise up and call her blessed, her hus-
band also, for he praises her 
 
   She retains honor, just as our proverb says.  There 

are many temptations to abandon her proper femi-
nine grace, but she maintains it.  She makes herself 

fully vulnerable, recognizing that she will never be 
the head; but she thus locks glory to herself tighter 
than any tyrant who ever greedily guarded his gold. 
 
   Oh, for women who would once again recognize 
this great benefit!  How it would benefit us all!  ... 

Oh, how we have hurt without it! 
 

❖ 
 

*  If it were not for the Holy Spirit's ultimate authority in the writ-
ing of Scriptures, we would probably be suspicious of any ad-
vice Solomon gave on women, since he married too many of 
them (Deut. 17:17), and they eventually turned his heart from 
God (1 Kings 11:4).  But Solomon is no more qualified to write 
about kingship or wisdom, as areas of his personal expertise, 
than he is about women.  What Scripture writers knew truly, 
they knew because of knowledge transferred by God.  Further-
more, Solomon's mistakes with women didn't preclude his ac-
curate knowledge of them; it simply meant he acted contrary to 
what he knew to be true, as is, unfortunately, very common with 
human knowledge vs. human actions. 
 


