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To my dear wife, 
Carol, 

given by God 
to teach me His fear 
(i.e., she fears God  

better than I do) 
in very necessary 

and appreciated ways. 
 
 
 
 

  

Every word of God is pure;  
He is a shield to those who put their trust in 

Him.  

Do not add to His Words,  

lest He reprove you and you be found a liar.  
 

Proverbs  30:5, 6   



 

 

 



 

 

Introduction 
 
    The book of Proverbs begins this way: 
 

Proverbs 1:1  The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, 

king of Israel 
 

    This is his overall title.  Then come nine chapters of intro-

ductory material, bringing us to a very similar introduction to 

a new section: 
 

Proverbs 10:1  The proverbs of Solomon: A wise son ...  
 

    This is the title of what we may call the ‘proverbs proper’: 

the brief, two-line, paralleled statements aimed at teaching us 

the fear of Yahweh (later stretching into some paragraphs).  

This second section is where our book begins. 

        This book series is a commentary and devotional on the  

‘proverbs proper’: Volume 1 covers 10:1 through 14:15.  

Much of the first nine chapters will be discussed in the course 

of analyzing each of the individual proverbs. 
 

    Proverbs, like Psalms, is largely a meditation on Moses’ 

Law, as becomes evident as we analyze each proverb.  A 

modern editor might have even given thought to using Prov-

erbs as an Introduction to The Law.  That would certainly 

work on many levels.  (The original 22-book arrangement of 

the Hebrew Bible is our actual preference.) 

 

    When printing Bible verses, words added for clarification 

are italicized and in a lighter font. 
 

    This book is a slight revision of an earlier edition. 

 
 

Bill Cain      June 2014 
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10:1 - 5



 

  



 

  

 

 
 

    Solomon began the book of Proverbs with a similar 
introduction: 

Prov 1:1     The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, 

king of Israel:  

     He then penned nine chapters (as they’ve been di-
vided) in which he encouraged children to do two 
basic things: 

     1)  Seek wisdom with all your heart; 

     2)  Avoid fornication. 

     This was Solomon’s way of preparing us for the 
‘proverbs proper’, the brief, two-part statements 
usually contrasting good people or behavior to bad.  
Prov. 10:1 then begins the collection of proverbs 
which continues through chapter 31. 

     This first proverb is, in a way, a recap of the first 
nine chapters, a sample of their beginnings, running 
thus: 

Prov 1:8  My son, …      

Prov 2:1 My son, …      

Proverbs 10:1      

The proverbs of Solomon: 

A wise son makes a glad father, 

But a foolish son is the grief of his mother. 

  



 

  

Prov 3:1 My son, …      

Prov 4:1 Hear, my children, …      

Prov 5:1 My son, …      

Prov 6:1 My son, …       

Prov 7:1 My son, … 

 

     The concept of authority is basic to Scriptural 
truth.  
    God is in ultimate authority.  This is the fact that 
man had a problem with in the Garden of Eden.  All 
subsequent redemptive history can be viewed as the 
re-teaching of that lesson which we rejected.  One 
means by which we learn God’s authority is by recog-
nizing those whom He puts in positions of authority 
over us: governing authorities, family authorities, 
church authorities… 

     The most basic human authority is parental: 

Ex 20:12  "Honor your father and your mother, that 

your days may be long upon the land which the 

LORD your God is giving you."  

 
    And its implementation comes with a blessing. 

     Solomon recognizes this as the starting point of 
wisdom.  A fool is one who acts in independence of 
God.  That independence must be replaced by sub-
mission to Divine authority, as manifested by submis-
sion to those he puts over us, parents first. 

 



 

  

 

 
 

     (This is Part Two of comments on Prov. 10:1.) 

     Obedience to parents is the true starting point of 
wisdom for children (Solomon’s first addressees in 
the book).  Obedience to parents is how children 
manifest the overall starting point for any wisdom or 
knowledge: 

Prov 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 

     The fear of Jehovah ("LORD" in all capital letter 

represents the Hebrew word hwhy, "Yahweh", usually 
transliterated "Jehovah" using the vowels of another 
Hebrew word for God) is the only starting place for 
true knowledge.  Any knowledge without recognition 
of God is a knowledge that begins by denying the ba-
sis for our existence.  God is the ultimate reality: 

Acts 17:28  …for in Him we live and move and have 

our being, 

     But since God has chosen a life of faith for us dur-
ing our time on earth, we show our basic attitude to-
wards Him by how we treat one another.  For instance: 

Proverbs 10:1      

The proverbs of Solomon: 
A wise son makes a glad father, 

But a foolish son is the grief of his mother. 
  



 

  

1 John 4:20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates 

his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen, how can he love God 

whom he has not seen? 

     Likewise, obedience to parents is a child’s basic 
means of demonstrating faith in God. 

     Grownups continue to have authorities in their 
lives: wives have husbands, workers have their bosses, 
citizens have governing figures, etc.  It is vain to im-
agine that we are submitting to God while we fail to 
recognize the authorities He places in our lives: 

 

1 Peter 2:13-14  Therefore submit yourselves to every 

ordinance of man for the Lord's sake, whether to the 

king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are 

sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for 

the praise of those who do good… 

1 Peter 2:18-19  Servants, be submissive to your mas-

ters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but 

also to the harsh. 19 For this is commendable, if be-

cause of conscience toward God one endures grief, 

suffering wrongfully… 

1 Peter 3:1-2  Wives, likewise, be submissive to your 

own husbands, that even if some do not obey the 

word, they, without a word, may be won by the con-

duct of their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste 

conduct accompanied by fear. 

 
 
 



 

  

 

 
 

     (This is the third comment on Prov. 10:1) 

     Children are to obey their parents.  This is the pri-
mary earthly means children are given to demon-
strate their obedience to God. 

     Children come into this world as readymade  

rebels: 

Ps 51:5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity and in 

sin my mother conceived me. 

     And yet children have an immediate advantage in 
correcting this radical maladjustment.  Jesus specifi-
cally calls them: 

Matt 19:14  But Jesus said, "Let the little children come 

to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the king-

dom of heaven."  

     Parents must rule over their children, but humbly 
and kindly, as administrators of God’s rule. 

     Children have their own incentive to do things 
God’s way.  Prov. 10:1 says a wise son makes a glad 
father.  The children, though under authority, have a 
great deal to do with the well-being of their parents.  

Proverbs 10:1      

The proverbs of Solomon: 

A wise son makes a glad father, 
But a foolish son is the grief of his mother.  

 



 

  

They can make their parents happy, or they can make 
them sad: 

"But a foolish son is the grief of his mother." 

     The main fact this may be communicating is that 
children are a parent’s chief work upon the earth.  
However else parents may be successful and have rea-
sons for happiness, if their children turn out poorly, 
parents will be miserable.  Child rearing is a weighty 
responsibility, one that cannot be successfully carried 
out without God’s instructions and His direct inter-
vention. 

     Parents had better be Bible-reading, praying folk! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Words in the Verse:  
  
     "Treasures" means storehouse or depository. 

 

 

 

Proverbs 10:2 

 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, 

But righteousness delivers from death. 
  



 

  

Verse analysis: 
 

What are the two things being compared in the verse? 

• The treasures of wickedness 

• Righteousness 

 

    Note:  It is not wickedness and righteousness being 
compared, but the treasures of wickedness being com-
pared to ‘plain old’ righteousness, you might say. 
    Nor is it the treasures of wickedness vs. the treas-
ures (or fruits, etc.) of righteousness. 

 

What are the two outcomes? 

• No profit 

• Deliverance from death 

 

Graphically: 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

Man's Two Basic Approaches to Life

    Solomon, in his second lesson, is trying to convey a 
second ‘basic’.  He is telling us that our unaided view 
of life might convince us of the advantage that sinning 

No 
profit 

 
<<< 

 
Wickedness’ 

 

 

 
Righteousness 

 
>>> 

Deliverance 
From Death 



 

  

can bring; but our view aided by faith will assure us 
that any such advantage is temporary and will eventu-
ally undo itself and leave the sinner with no gain. 

   He is also showing us how powerful righteousness 
is.  ‘Plain old’ righteousness is enough by itself to save 
me from man’s greatest nemesis- death.  By compari-
son, wickedness will save me from nothing at all.  
Even if we give wickedness an advantage and include 
all the treasure it can possibly gain, it is still finally 
impotent.*

   Throughout Proverbs, Solomon presses the discom-
forting premise that each of us is in one of two 
camps.  This is consistent with all of Scriptures, but 
Proverbs has perhaps the most stark and voluminous 
display of the split dividing humanity in half: virtual-
ly every verse from this point on says we can on-
ly be righteous or wicked, wise or foolish, etc.  

    Paramount in gaining the benefit Proverbs offers is 
the Biblical premise (evident in many proverbs) that 
we all enter this life as wicked men- not neutral, 
but wicked.  We don't think of ourselves as liars, for 
instance, but would we be willing to tell just one lie 
to gain a significant advantage in life or avoid a major 
setback?   Yes.  (In actuality, we all tell many lies, most 
for very insignificant advantages)  If we came into this 
life righteous, we would know that all lying would 
eventually turn against us.  Manifestly, we don't come 
into this life as righteous folk.



 

  

   Solomon is asking us to break ranks and join the 
side of righteousness.  He is telling us to STOP being 
wicked.  He is telling us to make the long-term 
choice rather than the short-term one.  Does a right-
eous choice tend to put me at an advantage?  No, the 
truth tends to handicap me, while those willing to lie 
get a leg up on situations.  But in the long run, the lie 
will unravel, betray us, and do us harm.  The truth 
will eventually make me invincible, if you will.  
    The righteous man knows that he will eventually be 
vindicated for choosing according to what is just.  
This is the optimism of Proverbs (and the whole Bi-
ble).  If I will sign on and learn the way of righteous-
ness, God will rebuild me and protect me from harm 
and loss.  Indeed, He will nullify the greatest loss fac-
ing me, Death, and therefore all its lesser minions as 
well.

* The treasures of wickedness can be anything or anyone I want to 

gain (getting the spouse I want, etc.) unjustly.
 

Theological point: 

 

   The righteousness in this verse can refer to the 
righteousness of justification or the righteousness of 
sanctification. 

   The righteousness of justification: Jesus’ righteous-
ness on my account delivers me from eternal death, 
the second death- the Lake of Fire; 



 

  

   The righteousness of sanctification: The righteousness 
Jesus works in my life delivers me from daily death, 
the pullings of sin which would separate me from 
God, who is Life. 

 P.S.  Calling this a theological point does not imply 
that it is ‘extra’ or obtuse information.  Any of the ob-
servations made could be called theological points, 
but this one is a correlation with a doctrine specifical-
ly developed elsewhere in Scriptures.   
 
 

 

 

 
 

Words in the verse:   

    When you see "LORD" in all capital letters, it 

stands for the Hebrew word hwhy, YHWH in Eng-
lish letters, usually pronounced 'Yahweh'.  We have 
come to pronounce it 'Jehovah' because the Jews, 
long before the time of Christ, had superstitiously 
begun pronouncing the word 'Adonai' ("Lord / 
Master") when they came to YHWH to avoid dis-
honoring God's most personal name.  The Maso-
retes, Hebrew copyists after the time of Christ, 

Proverbs 10:3 

 The LORD will not allow the righteous soul to famish, 

But He casts away the desire of the wicked. 
 



 

  

put the vowels for Adonai on YHWH in partial ad-
herence to this tradition.  English versions which 
have "LORD" are following a tradition that dates 
back to the Greek translation of the Old Testa-
ment, the Septuagint (c. 250 B.C.). 

    The word "soul" often refers to the entire man, 
including his bodily state. 

 

Verse Analysis: 

    
   This verse contains two activities of Jehovah: 

• Not allowing hunger 

• Pushing aside    

 

   The objects of these activities respectively are: 

• The righteous 

• The wicked man's desire 

 

Graphically:  

 

 
 

 

Right-
eous 
soul’s  
hunger 

< Not  
allowed 

< Jehovah > Pushed 
aside 

> Wicked’s 
desire 



 

  

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

God's Two Basic Approaches to Man

    Now Solomon is into Theology proper- the doc-
trine of God.  Jehovah, who either gives or withholds 
man's provision, gives the righteous what he needs 
but withholds what the wicked man wants.  Man has 
two basic approaches to life (previous verse); now we 
see that God has two basic approaches to man.   

   This does not mean that God doesn't supply the 
wicked man with earthly provisions; He does ("He 

makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 

sends rain on the just and on the unjust", Matt. 5:45).  

But what does the wicked man essentially want? 

  "The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled 

with hearing." Eccl. 1:8   

The wicked man's desire is essentially for every-

thing!  He still has Adam's cry of  "I will be like God" 
in his soul.  God's response to Him is basically nega-
tive.  God will not allow the satisfaction of this insa-
tiable demand.  Hence, we see what kind of God is 
running the Universe.  The unbeliever's approach to 
life is an ultimatum banged on God's desk; God's re-
ply is to nonchalantly slide it to the side. 

    Conversely, God's basic interaction with the right-
eous is positive.  God sets Himself up as protector of 
the righteous.  God hears the saint's stomach growl 



 

  

and already has a plan in action to feed him.*  

    Notice this difference:  God responds actively to 
the wicked and passively to the righteous, if you will.  
The wicked comes knocking on God's door and God 
tells Him to go away.  But God is the one who opens 
the door and goes out to find the righteous man to 
help him.   

    Oddly, this draws us portraits of the two men 
which are contrary to a fundamental part of their na-
tures.  It is the righteous man who seeks God out, 
while it is the wicked who leaves God alone.  But Sol-
omon's point is that in God's Universe, He relates to 
all His creatures personally.  The wicked doesn't actu-
ally come knocking, but his selfish desires still elicit 
God's reaction.  The righteous doesn't ignore God, 
but God's care for him precedes and excels the right-
eous man's recognition of his own needs.   

This, by the way, supplies us with a good definition 
for the righteous.  He is the one who has been given 
the grace to stifle his natural insistence and replace it 
with a contented desire for God and His will (albeit 
through pitched battle with the old desire). 

   The defining aspect of every man on earth is His re-
lation to God.  What he receives in life is based on 
this relationship, whether to God as friend or God as 
enemy (not a pronounced enemy- almost no one says 
he is an enemy of God- but enemy through rejection 
of the Divine commands), whether, therefore, having 



 

  

his needs met or having his demands turned away.

* The "soul" hungering can mean the body, the person hungering.  

Matthew 6:25  "Because of this, I say to you, Do not be anx-
ious for your soul, what you eat and what you drink, nor for 
your body, what you put on. Is not the soul more than the food 
and the body than the clothing?"  This is a literal rendering of this 

verse. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Words in the verse: 

 
 

    "Slack" is only used in Proverbs as 'lazy' (3 times); 
the 12 times it is used elsewhere it always means de-
ceitful or false. 

    "Makes rich" literally means to accumulate. 

 

 

Proverbs 10:4 

 He who has a slack hand becomes poor, 

But the hand of the diligent makes rich.  
 



 

  

Verse Analysis:   

 

The two things being compared: 

 

• The one with a slack hand 

• The hand of the diligent 

 

The two outcomes: 

 

• Becoming poor  

• Making rich 

 

  Notice that it is a man being compared to a hand.  
(This is similar to Prov. 10:20, where the heart of the 
wicked is compared unfavorably to the mere tongue of 
the righteous.) 

   Notice that it is also a status (poor) being compared 
to a process (making rich). 

 

Key Concepts: 

   Here's a verse that demonstrates how important our 
hermeneutic (principle of interpretation) is.  Does 
'become poor' mean 'will be flat broke'?  And does 
'makes rich' mean 'will have a mountain of cash'?  Re-
member that "making rich" literally means 
"accumulates."  This removes the necessary connota-
tion of a man being listed in the Fortune 500.  Also, 



 

  

the verse literally reads "Poor- he who deals with a 
slack hand."  So it is more like prophecy; he's already 
as good as poor, because his actions call for poverty.  
Like so many proverbs, this one has to be viewed as 
movement in directions, not arriving at ultimate ex-

tremes.  A graphic view of the verse helps. 

 

Graphically: 

 

Meaning of the Verse: 

 

Man's Two Basic Approaches to Work 

 
 

   It would almost seem that an 'unmanned' hand put 
to its task could supply a man with provision.  'Just 
stay busy,' Solomon seems to be telling us, 'and you 
will have more than enough.'   Try to avoid work, 
though, and you are inviting the diminishing of your 
goods. 

   Again, Solomon is laying foundational concepts in 
these first few proverbs.  Here we are reminded that 
man was given the task to WORK before there was sin. 
   

Gen 2:15  "Then the LORD God took the man and put 

him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it."  

Be-
comes 
poor 

< He who deals 
with a slack 

hand 

 The hand of 
the diligent 

> Accumu-
lates 



 

  

 

   Work is not a punishment because of sin.  Adam ap-
parently could not have fulfilled his God-given design 
without work. 

   Work is good.  Work is in the image of God. 

 

 John 5:17  But Jesus answered them, "My Father has 

been working until now, and I have been working."  

 

   This is why laziness is such a pernicious sin; it is a 
direct challenge to the way God made us.  Therefore: 

 

Prov 18:9  "He who is slothful in his work is a 
brother to him who is a great destroyer."  

 
 

Application: 

   Do you see your work as a God-given blessing, or as 
a curse you are stuck with?   

   Even though sorrow has been added to our labors 
(Gen 3:17  "Cursed is the ground for your sake; in 
toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life."  No-
tice that it is the soil that was cursed, not work), yet 
the Christian sees the labor itself as good, as a gift 
from God.   
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

Verse Analysis: 

 

What's being compared: 

 

• The one who gathers in summer 

• The one who sleeps in harvest 

 

The appellations (names for those who do such): 
 

• Wise son 

• Shame-causing son 

 

Graphically: 

 
 

Background: 

    Harvest time is fall, after summer.  Children are 
expected to work in the gathering of crops. 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 10:5 

 He who gathers in summer is a wise son; 

He who sleeps in harvest  is a son who causes shame. 
 

Wise  = Summer  Harvest  = Shameful 

son  gatherer  sleeper      son 



 

  

 

Man's Two Basic Approaches to Work:  Part Two 

 

   Solomon now combines 10:1 with 10:4, you might 
say- a verse on children with a verse on laziness.  Or 
you could say that we just had a verse on laziness; 
now for a particular example.   

   The son who begins gathering early, in the summer, 
before the real harvest gets into full swing, is the son 
who distinguishes himself as wise.  On the other end 
of the spectrum, the shameful son earns his name by 
resting during a time clearly designated for working. 

   Bear in mind that in an agrarian culture, like the old 
Hebrew one, the harvest yield made its own demands 
of its workers.  When crops were finally considered 
best for harvesting, you simply had to harvest until it 
was done.  There may have been some nights you 
slept very little, or not at all, especially if you were 
trying to beat impending bad weather. 

   The son who sleeps during harvest may have a great 
need of sleep.  To avoid shameful behavior, though, he 
must put off sleep according to the demands of the 
job, or at least sleep no more than the other laborers. 

   The wise son has shown himself so by getting into 
the fields early, seeing which stalks have matured first.  
If they can be harvested now, they won't slow us 
down during the main harvest.  And the wise son isn't 



 

  

doing a little early work to exempt himself  from the 
tougher harvest schedule ahead.       Remember, we all 
get tired.  Wisdom tells us when to keep going any-
way. 

 

Caveat:   

   This verse does not condone the 'workaholic'.   It 
condones the one who does what is necessary to get 
the job finished.  In the world's God-created rhythms, 
harvest doesn't last all year.  Someone who is wall-to-
wall work has missed this important fact.  They also 
fail to see: 

Ps 127:2   It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up 
late, to eat the bread of sorrows; for He gives His be-
loved sleep.  
 

 

   Do you see? 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 

  

 

10:6 - 12



 

  

 



 

  

Words of the Verse: 

   The verb "conceals" is from the Hebrew  hsk, ka-

cah.  It means "to cover."  The phrase could also be 

rendered, "But violence covers the mouth of the 

wicked," depending on what is taken as the object 

of the verb. 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 

 

Person types being compared: 

• The righteous

• The wicked

 

Symbolic body parts of these persons: 

• The head

• The mouth

 

 

 

Proverbs 10:6 

 Blessings are on the head of the righteous, 

But the mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 

 



 

  

Activities of / to these parts: 
 

• Blessing upon (righteous one's head)

• Violence concealed in (wicked one's mouth) 

 

Graphically: 

 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

Man's Two Basic Inputs and Outputs 
 
 

   The real contrast of this proverb is the direction to 

or from the person.  Blessings come to the righteous; 
violence comes from, or is harbored by, the wicked. 

   The RIGHTEOUS is therefore receiving something 
from elsewhere; a gracious benefit: 
 

Ps 23 : 5    You anoint my head with oil, 
 

   the head indicating blessings upon the whole person.   

Blessings on   

\/
\/ 

  

Head of  Mouth of 

The Righteous  The Wicked 

  \/
\/ 

  Violence concealed 



 

  

   The WICKED, however, is not a blessed recipient.  
It's almost as if there is something else about the 
wicked man that makes his head 'blessing-proof'.    As 
James says: 
 

James 4:6  "God resists the proud, but gives grace to 

the humble."  (Interestingly, James is here para-

phrasing Proverbs 3:34) 
 

   Apparently there is something in particular about 
his speech which disqualifies the wicked from receiv-
ing Divine blessings.  He hides violence in his talk. 

 

Key Definition: 

   It is important at this point to define "violence."  
Violence is essentially using force unrighteously.  Ma-

nipulation is therefore a form of violence.  In fact, 
some people are the victims of violence, enslaved 
their whole lives, by nothing more than a manipula-

tive person.  The manipulative person knows how to 
get others to do his will.   

   We are not talking about a persuasive person here.  
A persuasive person is able to make another come in-
to agreement with his perspective, from where this 
other person freely chooses a course of action.  A 
righteous man, in fact, is supposed to be thusly per-
suasive: 
 

Prov 11:30  ... he who wins souls is wise.   



 

  

(This is not primarily a conversion verse, since conver-

sion only happens once.  This verse is telling us to al-

ways be persuading men to righteousness)                                                                                    
   So the wicked man conceals violence in his speech.  
He subtly works to have his way, even at others' expense.  
He may even be largely unaware of the damage he does, 
so intent is he on getting his own way.  But his violence 
automatically defines him as a proud (self-seeking) man, 
whom James, quoted above, says God resists. 
 

Application: 
 

   Are you a qualified recipient for Divine blessings?  Or 
do your manipulative, self-seeking words define you as a 
wicked one, deflecting God's benefits (especially spiritu-
al benefits)?  You came into this world as a manipulative 
one and worse (worse meaning one who inflicts direct 
harm by words or acts).  Have you been transformed 
from this into a righteous one? 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Proverbs 10:7 

 The memory of the righteous is blessed, 

But the name of the wicked will rot. 
 



 

  

Analysis of the verse: 

 

Comparison between: 

 

• The memory of the righteous

• The name of the wicked

 

Respective Outcomes: 

 

• A blessing  (the righteous one's memory)

• Will decay  (the wicked one's name) 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

Man's Two Basic Memoirs 

 
 

   When we recall the lives of the people of God who 
lived before, we are blessed.  The testimony that they 
lived by faith makes them essentially like all the believers 
in the Hebrews 11 ‘Hall of Faith’. 

   This verse definitely encourages the reading of Chris-
tian biographies.  If you have ever read one, you know 
firsthand the truth of our verse. 

   On the other hand, this verse also encourages instruc-
tion in general history, so that in learning the lives of bad 

men we may count them for what they truly are: cursed. 

 

  Matt 26:24   "...It would have been good for that man 

if he had not been born."  



 

  

  

   Jesus spoke this in reference to Judas; but Judas is only 
a typical unbeliever.  Obviously, non-existence would be 
better than the eternal Lake of Fire.  If we remember 
how truly cursed unbelief is, it is profitable (though not 
pleasant) to think on the unbeliever's name- the particu-
lar ways he distinguished himself as a man apart from 
God. 

   Concerning the contents of the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ it is written: 
 

Rev 1:3  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear 

the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 

which are written in it; for the time is near.  
 

   The blessedness of reading Revelation includes the de-
scription of the Lake of Fire and its occupants in chapters 
14, 19, 20, 21, and 22.   

   Should we think ill of our unbelieving neighbor, 
though?  Aren't we supposed to love our neighbors, even 
the unbelieving ones?  Yes, but any true testimony of 
them in the end must include the fact that they opposed 
the King of kings and died under His wrath.  Whatever 
admirable qualities an unbeliever may have, our spiritual 
evaluation of him must demonstrate which group of hu-
manity we are in: 

 

Ps 15:4    In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but 

he honors those who fear the LORD 

 

Application:  It is easy in our day to adopt unbelievers' 



 

  

attitudes towards saints of old.  Negative connotations 
are put upon the word "puritanical," for instance, but it 
is ultimately because of the holiness the Puritans sought.   

   If we find that unbelievers are our real heroes, that 
they are the ones whose lives are blessed to us, we can 
take Proverbs 10:7 as one of Proverbs' many dividing 
lines separating humanity into its real spiritual affinities, 
thus corralling us into the rotten group. 

 

 

 
 
 

Words of the Verse: 
   

   Prov. 10:10 also has "chattering fool."  The Hebrew 

for "chattering" is translated "lip(s)" all the 43 other 

times Solomon uses it.  We might therefore translate 

it "mouthy." 

   The basic meaning of "fall" is "overthrown." 

 

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 

Proverbs 10:8 

 The wise in heart will receive commands, 

But a chattering fool will fall.  
 



 

  

 

Being compared: 
 

• The wise in heart 

• A mouthy fool 
 

Characteristics in order: 
 

• Will receive commands 

• Will be overthrown 

 

   Notice that the wise is described by what he receives 
day by day; the fool is known by what he eventually re-
ceives (overthrow).  This tells us that the final outcome of 
foolishness is not readily apparent.  On other fronts, the 
fool may seem as successful as the wise presently, even 
though the fool is not receiving commands.  The wise 
knows by faith that a teachable heart is the wise mode in 
the long run. 
   Notice also that the wise is known by intake (of com-
mands), the fool by output (of lip). 
 

Graphically: 
 

 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

Present    Future 

Wise <<< Command 

input 
  

Fool  Talk output   >>> Over-

throw 



 

  

Man's Two Basic Inputs and Outputs:  Part Two 

 
 

   Man naturally dislikes being told what to do.  
There's something within us that is just grated by a 
command.  Yet reception of commands is exactly 
what defines a man as wise.  A wise man has learned 
that his natural inclination will lead him wrong, so he 
must trust in someone wiser telling him what to do.  
This ultimate wiser one, of course, is God.  Those 
who speak in God’s name must therefore be careful 
lest they teach the commands of men rather than 
those of God. 
   The fool who is characterized by his mouthiness is 
setting himself up for a bigger than normal fall. 
 
  Ps 12:2-4 They speak idly everyone with his neigh-

bor; with flattering lips and a double heart they speak.  

May the LORD cut off all flattering lips, and the 

tongue that speaks proud things, 4 who have said, 

"With our tongue we will prevail; our lips are our own; 

who is lord over us?"  

 

      Finally, notice that wisdom is a matter of the 
heart.  Scripturally, the head never competes with the 
heart, but both work together according to a man's 

spiritual inclination, for or against God.  A wise heart 
suggests someone with whom wisdom is a settled way 

 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    To walk "with integrity" is literally to walk "in 

completeness."   

    The word "securely" has to do with a place of 

refuge. 

    "Perverts" means "knots" or "twists." 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 

 

The two person types being compared: 

 

• The one who walks in completeness / maturity.

• The one who twists / bends his paths.

 

Their two outcomes respectively: 

 

• Walking safely

• Becoming known

 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 10:9 

 He who walks with integrity walks securely, 

But he who perverts his ways will become known. 

 



 

  

 

Man's Two Basic Modes of  Travel 
 

   The righteous man is here pictured simply as a grown-
up human.  This is the way, by our original design, we are 
supposed to turn out- mature in our dealings with God 
and man.  When we go back to God's definition of Real 
Man, our path in life is confident and has built-in protec-
tions, not to mention God's personal guardianship. 
   The wicked man is represented as one who avoids real 
humanity.  He twists his paths any other way, because 
righteousness is so unappealing to him.   
   When compared to righteousness, perversion appears 
for what it is.  The world's normal state is a form of this 
bent mode.  Notice that unrighteousness naturally tries 
to cover its tracks.  Man is a hider.  But hidden things can 
never stay hidden.  Man's craft "will become known." 
 

    The world accepts token acknowledgment of God, 
righteousness adjusted to personal taste, and relations 

in which I may hate and, secretly or openly, attack that 
person who irritates me. 
 
 

Application: 
 

   Have you accepted God's model for maturity? 
   The indispensable ingredient in this maturity can 
only be accessed through ears newly tuned, then thor-
oughly trained: 
 

 Heb 5:12-14  For though by this time you ought to be 

teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first 

principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to 



 

  

need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who par-

takes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, 

for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who 

are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have 

their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  

 

   Only by much use of Scriptures, using them until 
they are second nature (actually first nature), can we 
reach true maturity. 

 

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 
 

• One who winks the eye 

• A babbling fool 
 

Their Corresponding Outcomes: 
 
 

• Causing trouble 

• Being thrown down 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

Proverbs 10:10 

 He who winks the eye causes trouble, 

And a babbling fool will be thrown down. 
 



 

  

Man's Natural Means of  Communication 

 

   This is the first proverb giving a comparison instead 
of a contrast.  Both halves of the verse are about the 
same basic kind of person. 
   Solomon already introduced the winker earlier in 
Proverbs: 
 

Prov 6:12-13  A worthless person, a wicked man, walks 

with a perverse mouth; he winks with his eyes, he shuffles 

his feet, he points with his fingers 
 

   An evil man can be very accomplished at gesturing 
his bad intentions.   
   One thing we should clear up immediately, though, 
is that not all gesturing is bad: 

 

Isa 33:15  He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly, 

He who despises the gain of oppressions, Who gestures 

with his hands, refusing bribes, Who stops his ears from 

hearing of bloodshed, And shuts his eyes from seeing evil 
 

   Gesturing is merely a form of communication, and 
any form of human communication is essentially a 
conveying of what's in the heart, be it good or bad. 
   Gestures are particularly suited to the devious, 
though.  The devious are those who secretly hate: 
 

Prov 26:24  He who hates, disguises it with his lips, and 

lays up deceit within himself 
   He does not want his true intentions known.  Someone 
like this is going to cause trouble.  And he is going to 



 

  

maintain  'plausible deniability'.  "What?  You thought I 
meant that?  Oh no!  You misunderstood!"  Ah, we see his 
genius! 
 

   The Gesturer is being compared to the chattering 
fool.  We already met him: 
 

Prov 10:8  The wise of heart will receive commands, but a 

babbling fool will be thrown down.  
 

   And the same outcome was predicted for him there, 
too.  Remember that "babbling" was, almost literally, 
"mouthy."  So Proverbs 10:10 is a verse about those who 
use both nonverbal and verbal communication unright-
eously, telling us that someone who uses one form will 
also use the other. 

 

Interpretive Paraphrase of the Verse: 
 

   Beware of all forms of ungodly communication: subtle 

ones cause trouble; loud ones may try to bluster past in-

spection, but they will eventually be evaluated and de-

posed.  

 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse:  
  

Being compared: 

 

• The mouth of the righteous 

• The mouth of the wicked 

 

Their characteristics respectively: 
 
 

• A fountain of life 

• A hiding place for violence 

 

Directional comparison: 

 

• Life flowing from the righteous 

• Violence hidden in wicked speech 

 

Graphically: 

 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

Proverbs 10:11 

 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, 
But the mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 

 

 Life-giving 
words 

 

  

  The righteous    The wicked 

     x x x x x x x  

      Violence 



 

  

Two Basic Products of  Man's Speech 

 

   The actual contrast Solomon is trying to illustrate to 
our thoughts is between something flowing freely forth 
and something lurking hidden below the surface.  The 
words of the righteous bubble forth like a fresh spring, 
refreshing those who partake; the words of the wicked 
are like the dangerous contents of a stagnant pool; OR 
better, like clear-looking water holding a deadly but in-
visible bacteria, sickening and killing men. 
    The freely flowing fountain within the righteous, the 
source he draws from when he speaks, is essentially the 
Holy Spirit, or is empowered by the Spirit; so says Jesus: 
 

John 7:38, 39  He who believes on Me, as the Scripture 
has said, "Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."  
  (But He spoke this about the Spirit, which they who be-

lieved on Him should receive; for the Holy Spirit was 
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.)  

 

    If we 'speak with the Spirit's vocabulary' (Scriptures) 
and employ His syntax (joyful obedience), we become a 
source of life that all who hear us can partake of. 
 

Application: 
 

   You and I are basically either one or the other: life-
giving or death-dealing. 
   Is it even our concern today to serve health and healing 
to those who must partake of our words? 
   Could it be that we are thoughtlessly leaving hurtful 
material in our talk, not having examined our own hearts 
for spitefulness, selfishness, or envy? 
   Remember that violence is essentially force used un-



 

  

righteously, and violent speech is what we are here con-
cerned with.  Therefore, are my words manipulative?  Am 

I trying to control others by what I say?  Or am I trying 

to free them, to put them in touch with righteousness, 
which is true liberty?  Am I a wounded person, speaking 

defensively, only able to wound others, or has Christ 

healed me? 

 



 

  

 

 

Words in the Verse: 
 

    "Stirs up" is literally "awakens." 

    "Strife" means contests, quarrels. 
 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Hatred 

• Love 
 

 
Both of Their Identifiers: 
 

• Awakening strife 

• Covering all sins 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

Man's Two Basic Overall Modes of  Operation 

 
 

   The basic contrast in this verse is in the activities of 
love and hate.  One of them awakens bad things, the oth-
er puts them to sleep.  Hatred awakens a fight when none 
was there.  Love puts another's faults to sleep, overlook-
ing them.  By this awakening or else covering, we can see 
whether love or hate runs a man's life.  We are all basical-

Proverbs 10:12 

 Hatred stirs up strife, 
But love covers all sins. 

 



 

  

ly motivated by one or the other.  The Christian will be 
known by love, very simply because his theme is: 
 
 

 Eph 4:32  ... forgiving one another, even as God in 

Christ forgave you.  
 
 

   A Christian has no business holding a grudge.  If he is a 
Christian at all, it is because he knows what a mountain 
of sins has been forgiven him.  How can he now hold oth-
ers’ sins against them?  Instead, he does as has been done 
for him- he covers it. 
   Until we become recipients of love, placed in us by 
God's Spirit, 
 
 

Rom 5:5 ... because the love of God has been poured 

out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to 

us, 
 

  hatred rules our lives: 
 
 

Titus 3:3  For we ourselves were also once foolish, dis-

obedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleas-

ures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one 

another.  

 

   This hatred is first a reaction against God: 
 
 

Prov 19:3  The foolishness of man subverts his way, 

and his heart rages against the LORD. 
  
 

  The unbeliever, whom we can call the hateful one or the 
hater, lives life in reaction against God in one way or an-
other.  He doesn't like the family God put him in.  He 



 

  

doesn't like the face God gave him.  He doesn't appreci-
ate the abilities God gave him.  OR  he uses the gifts and 
advantages God gave him for purely selfish purposes, ra-
ther than in thankfulness to God.   
   He insists on religion on his own terms.  If he comes to 
the Scriptures at all, he does not come to them simply to 
find out his Lord's wishes.  He comes to define God in 
terms of himself. 
   Therefore, since his life itself is a contest with God, the 
unbeliever cannot help contesting matters with his fellow 
creatures.  He highlights others' faults rather than 
covering them.  His hatred is an alarm clock he carries 
in his heart, waking up fights everywhere he goes.* 
 

Application: 
 
 

Matt 5:9  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 

be called sons of God. 
 

   A peacemaker is a true son of God, because, like his Fa-
ther, he overlooks a reason for conflict and finds a way to 
be reconciled.  Please note also that love "covers all 
sins."  Most people can find various instances in their 
lives where they have been forgiving; love finds a way to 
be forgiving of every type of sin.  Of course, for those 
who will not be reconciled to us, we are not held ac-
countable for their response; we may simply have to 
avoid them: 
 
 

 

Prov 22:24  Make no friendship with an angry man, 

and with a furious man do not go 
 



 

  

   The real question, though, is whether or not you have 
made peace with God in the first place.  Ask yourself, is 
there peace in your heart?  Are you at peace, knowing 
what Christ has done that you might be reconciled?   
   Look at your life.  Does strife churn up in your wake?   
   God graciously gives us the signs of love missing or hate 
ruling so that we might recognize ourselves and turn to 
Him for the change only He can give.  

 
*  Most unbelievers like the picture of themselves as peaceful 

beings rather than hostile ones.  They therefore put on a nice 
face.  Plenty of Scriptures describe them, such as: 
 

Psalm 55:21  His buttery words are smooth, but war is in 
his heart.  His words are softer than oil, but they are 
drawn swords. 
 

    His conscience may smite him for his hatefulness at times.  
Usually, though, his smiling mask disguises him even from him-
self. 



 

  

 



 

  

10:13 - 19



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Words of the Verse: 



 

  

 

The one who lacks "understanding," literally lacks 

"heart."   

   The "rod" is an instrument of pain applied to the back.  It 

was still used as civil correction in New Testament times:  

2 Cor 11:25, "Three times I was beaten with rods", says 

Paul.  'Canings' and the like are still used as punishment 

today in various parts of the world.
    

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared  
 

• A discerning man 

• A man devoid of heart 

 

Their Characteristics Respectively: 

 

• Wisdom presently on the lips 

• A rod eventually coming on the back 

 
 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

Two Consequences of Men's Basic Modes of Thought 
 

Proverbs 10:13 
 On the lips of the discerning, wisdom is found, 

But a rod is for the back of him who lacks understanding.  
 



 

  

   Again Solomon uses parts of the body to show how one 
way of life or another characterizes us.  This time the discern-
ing man is known for his lips, his source of wisdom.  The 
fool, having no wisdom on his lips, can only offer his back as 
a place for corrective swats. 
   The definition of "discerning" is the same as the New Testa-
ment word for "judging"; that it, to mentally separate or dis-
tinguish.  The discerning man is able to separate actions and 
their consequences into the categories of good and bad.  The 
man "lacking heart" cannot do this.  Therefore, the heart is 
not solely or even primarily an organ of feeling.  It is a faculty 
of thinking and analyzing in this verse.  The 'heartless' man is 
the one who can't figure things out;  and since his heart won't 
figure things out for him, life's lessons have to be introduced 
through his pain receptors. 
   Notice that Solomon is again showing us that only the wise 
man is fully human (in 'like-original' condition), seeing that 
the fool is actually missing a proper human heart.   

 
   So, you will either learn to figure things out the right way, 
by wisdom, or you're left with the hard way, by having it 
'beaten' into you.   
 

   Has Psalm 23 come to your thoughts yet in this connection?  
 

Ps 23:4  "Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me."   
 

    God's rod is supposed to be catching us before we need 
men to punish us.  This, in fact, is a matter of comfort to us 
according to Psalm 23:4.  God isn't going to let me get away 
with anything. 
 

   And what form does God's rod usually take?  Everything 
around us!  God uses His whole world to discipline us! 



 

  

 

• Isa 10:5  "Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger"
 

   God used Assyria to discipline Israel, (Read on and notice 
that He was also going to punish Assyria later for her arro-
gance in the process), though in that case, Assyria was the 
punishing rod of man used by God.  Believers get a DIFFER-

ENT ROD, one that unbelievers (like the unbelieving Israelites 
whom Assyria punished) won’t listen to: 
 

• Ps 119:67  "Before I was afflicted I went astray, but 

now I keep Your word."
 

   David saw EVERYDAY TRIALS as a form of God's fatherly 
correcting rod.  The believer is always in need of the fire of 
difficulties to burn out the sin in him:
 

1 Peter 1:6-7  ... you have been grieved by various tri-
als, that the genuineness of your faith, being much 
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is 
tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glo-
ry at the revelation of Jesus Christ 
 

   According to our  proverb, the believer, thus chastised by 
life's difficulties in general and persecutions in particular, 
learns wisdom.  Men’s rods won’t find a just reason to punish 
God’s child.  God’s rod of fatherly discipline has beaten men’s 
rods to the punch.  Regular trials have driven him to the 
Word of God to find out what God is trying to teach him.  
This wisdom learned then becomes his way of life, making 
him a humble man, and naturally finding its way into his 
speech. 
 

   Is wisdom found on your lips?  Or have trials only driven 
you to complain, like those lacking heart?   
   If you have Scriptural lessons to teach, are they just the old 



 

  

pat formulas that everyone hears and passes around but no 
one checks for Scriptural accuracy? 
 
 

 

 
 

Analysis of the Verse  

 

Being Compared  

 

• The wise 

• The foolish 
 

Their Characteristics Respectively: 

 

• Warehousing knowledge 

• A mouth near collapse 
 

Teaching of the Verse  

 

The fool is known by his output, the wise by his input. 
   The fool is just his mouth in a way.  He feels that what he 
says, what he brags, is what he is.  He's sure everyone else 
agrees. 
   The wise, on the other hand, only uses his mouth as a tool 

Proverbs 10:14 

 The wise one stores up knowledge, 
But the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.  

 



 

  

for his real resource, his knowledge.  We are what we know: 
 

Jer 9:24  ... let him who glories glory in this, that he 
understands and knows Me 
 

   It's fairly easy for a Christian to master a few key concepts 
and phrases and pass himself off as someone concerned about 
the acquisition of valuable knowledge.  The truly wise person 
realizes that real wisdom is soul-saturating, far deeper than 
appearances could ever reveal.  He wants to know because 
knowledge is life: 
 

Jer 24:7   Then I will give them a heart to know Me, 

that I am the LORD; and they shall be My people, and 

I will be their God, for they shall return to Me with 

their whole heart. 
 

   The wise realizes that most of the knowledge of God in the 
world is false knowledge:
 

Rom 10:1-2  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to 

God for Israel is that they may be saved.  For I bear 

them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 

according to knowledge.
 

      This 'anti-knowledge' is truly "near destruction."  The 
wise person realizes that the only way to avoid 'anti-
knowledge' is through the careful study of Scriptures: 
 

2 Tim 2:15  Be diligent to present yourself approved 

to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth:.  
 

   He realizes that man's natural way to handle the word of 
truth is 'wrongly.' 
 

2 Peter 3:16  ... which untaught and unstable people 



 

  

twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest 

of the Scriptures.  
 

Application:

 

   Are you one who stores up knowledge?  Are you employing 
some means to become expert in Scriptures?
 

Eccl 12:11 The words of the wise are like goads, and 

the words of scholars are like well-driven nails, given 

by one Shepherd.
  

   Jesus never told people they studied Scriptures too much; 
only too little, or that they had twisted them:
 

Mark 12:24  Jesus answered and said to them, "Are 

you not therefore mistaken, because you do not 

know the Scriptures nor the power of God? 
 

   If you are not storing up knowledge, Proverbs 10:14 indi-
cates that you are probably sliding by on appearances, on 
mere talk.  This position is always "near collapse," the final 
collapse being Judgment Day.  The fool’s mouth is always one 
step away from being exposed for its falsehood, for its OPPO-

SITION TO REALITY.  Reality is the position of knowledge.   
 

    What is reality worth to you?  For most, it is not worth the 
time to study Scriptures.

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 

Proverbs10:15 

 The rich man's wealth is his strong city; 

The destruction of the poor is their poverty.  
 



 

  

 

Being compared: 
 

• The rich man's wealth 

• The poor man's poverty 

 
Their Identifiers Respectively: 
 

• A strong city 

• 'Undoing' 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 
   This is the first proverb which is not making a moral com-
parison; as many of the proverbs do, it is merely stating a fact:  
In this life, money makes (or unmakes) our comfort. 
   Why is this important to know?  First of all, many pietistic 
Christians who don't think things through before they say 
them (see the previous proverb) would simply assert that 
money makes no difference to them.  They need to know that 
money does affect everybody here. 
   Secondly, knowing this, we are not surprised to find the un-
favorable comparison between the rich and poor throughout 
the rest of Proverbs. 
   And thirdly, when we know this, we can deal with the ten-
dency to keep the poor at arm's length.  He doesn't have a 
'covering' of propriety.  He's more concerned with survival 
than social graces, so he's hard to be around, even hard to 
help. 
   Until we know how things really are, we are not in a posi-
tion to respond to them wisely or be of much help. 
 

Application: 
 



 

  

   The average American fits the Proverbs’ definition of “rich” 
more than “poor.”  Therefore, our money tends to be a for-
tress to us, into which we retreat to escape life’s unpleasant-
ness and to attend to our own comfort.  Jesus said the rich 
find it nigh unto impossible to enter Heaven.  Therefore, we 
must redeploy our money FROM being a fortress TO being 
an ambulance, if you will: both mobile to keep us from insu-
lation and expending resources on the needy. 

 
 

 
 

Analysis of the Verse  

 

Being Compared  
 

• The righteous man's labor 

• The wicked man's wages 
 

Their Outcomes in Order: 
 

• Life 

• Sin 

Teaching of the Verse  

 
There are two unexpected comparisons in the verse. 

   The first is between the righteous man's labor and the 
wicked man's wages.   
   The second is that the righteous man's outcome seems to 
lead to an end, whereas the wicked man's leads only to a con-

Proverbs 10:16 

 The labor of the righteous leads to life, 
The wages of the wicked to sin. 

 



 

  

tinuation, you might say. 
 

   As to the first unusual comparison:  Why would one man's 
labor be compared to another man's wages?   
   Firstly, because what the righteous man does is not accord-
ing to wage, strictly speaking: 

 

 Rom 4:4-5  Now to him who works, the wages are 

not counted as grace but as debt.  But to him who 

does not work but believes on Him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness

 
   Whereas, the wicked gets exactly what he deserves: 

 

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death ...
 

   However, notice that the work of the righteous man is lead-
ing somewhere.  Within the overall grace of God (awarding 
us not according to our deeds), there is a way in which God 
gives each of His children just what he worked for: 
 
   1 Cor 3:13-14  ... each one's work will become clear; 

for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed 

by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what 

sort it is.  If anyone's work which he has built on it en-

dures, he will receive a reward.
   To clarify the picture Solomon is painting, consider the sec-
ond comparison.  The righteous man receives life for his 
work.  Now we could look at this life as eternal life as it is 
enjoyed in eternity.  But we can also look at this life as eternal 
life as it is enjoyed now: 

 

   John 5:24  ... he who hears My word and believes in 

Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not 



 

  

come into judgment, but has passed from death into 

life.

 
   Notice that Jesus here counts eternal life as a present pos-

session.
   So the righteous man has been made alive.  His works are 
now done as a living man.  And what do his labors produce?  
MORE life, deeper life!  The life of God becomes more ap-
parent and active in him the more he utilizes it! 

   Matt 25:29  'For to everyone who has, more will be 

given, and he will have abundance; but from him 

who does not have, even what he has will be taken 

away.' 

 
   On the other hand, what is the wicked man earning by his 
wickedness?

 

2 Tim 3:13  But evil men and impostors will grow 

worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

 
   Just as Solomon says, his sin is earning him more sin!  He is 
building a cage around himself and making it harder and 
harder to escape.
 

Application:

 
   Solomon keeps building a picture of mankind in two thor-
oughly distinct categories.  Which one do you give evidence 
of belonging to according to this verse?  Are your life-
engendered activities producing more life, or is your immoral 
soul earning you accumulating paydays of sin? 
 



 

  

 

 

Words of the Verse:
 

    "Keeps" in the Hebrew means 'to hedge about'.

    The Hebrew word for "instruction" means 

'chastisement'.

    The words "is in" are supplied by the translators.  The 

Hebrew literally reads "The way of life- he who guards 

(words of) chastisement."  The meaning "he has the way of 

life" may be a better connotation than "he is in the way of 

life"

    "Way" is from a Hebrew word for a well-trodden high-

way.

    "Goes astray" in the Hebrew means 'to vacillate, either 

to reel or stray'.

    The Hebrew word for "refuses" means 'to loose; so relin-

quish, permit'. 

    "The way of life- he who safeguards chastisement.  But 

he who squanders correction does a detour."

 

Analysis of the Verse:
 

Being Compared: 

            

• The one garnering chastisement

• The one letting go of correction

Proverbs 10:17 

He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, 
But he who refuses correction goes astray. 

 



 

  

 

Their Corresponding Characteristics:    

 

• The highway of life

• Wandering

 

Teaching of the Verse:

 
Generally speaking, this verse applies the "no pain, no 

gain" philosophy to the area of instruction.  Those who want 
to be told the brutal truth about themselves are wise.  Those 
who'd rather not hear negative things about themselves are 
missing a key stabilizing element in life.
   This is one verse which shows why many unbelievers have 
better personalities than believers.  Too many Christians feel 
that they are somehow beyond reproach.  They seem to have 
surmised that someone assigned the task of giving the world 
God's instructions should not be subject to instruction them-
selves.  
   The opposite is true.  Only those humbled by reproofs from 

any available source are really qualified to give God's mes-
sage.  Many unbelievers, while refusing God's correction per 
se, nevertheless insist that their friends hit them with all the 
painful details they see.  From this they gain stability of char-
acter.  Christians are supposed to be ahead of this game:

 

  James 5:16  Confess your trespasses to one anoth-

er ...

 
   Of course, a better personality won't get an unbeliever into 
heaven.  He is missing the most valuable correction when he 
refuses God's correction.  More importantly, he is showing 
his spiritual alignment:



 

  

 

  Rom 8:7-8  Because the carnal mind is enmity against 

God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed 

can be.  So then, those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

 
   To be at enmity means to be enemies.  The word ‘Satan’ 
simply means "Enemy".  When we hate God's do's and 
don't’s, when we don't want His finger of correction pointing 
at us, we are really betraying the fact that we are one of the 
devil's spiritual brood:
 

1 John 3:10  In this the children of God and the  

children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not 

practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who 

does not love his brother.

 
   Notice that John includes love of other Christians as a sign 
of our spiritual affinity.  In terms of our proverb today, this 
love must include correction:
 

   Lev 19:17  'You shall not hate your brother in your 

heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not 

bear sin because of him.' 

 
   And it must include reception of correction as well:

 

Prov 25:12  Like an earring of gold and an ornament 

of fine gold is a wise rebuker to an obedient ear. 

 

Application:

 
   God is faithful to correct His own.  The truth He has to tell 



 

  

us about ourselves is a very painful one.  Our character and 
doings are actually deserving of eternal punishment in the 
Lake of Fire.  And our own ways remain a mystery to us to a 
great extent:

 

  Rom 7:15  For what I am doing, I do not understand. 

For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I 

hate, that I do. 

 
   Those who would travel the highway of true life would join 
the company of those who ultimately trusted only One opin-
ion about themselves, and they invited that stinging opinion 
as the only corrective to their own natural straying tenden-
cies.  I must invite His inward probings to uncover the murky 
depths which neither I nor my neighbors can see in me.  I will 
listen to all critiques, even from unwelcome sources, but 
God's ongoing critique through Scriptures (“All Scripture is a 
storehouse useful for… conviction”) must always reach the 
rawest nerve. 

 

 

Analysis of the Verse:
 

Being Compared:

Proverbs 10:18 

Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, 
And whoever spreads slander is a fool. 



 

  

 

• Someone hiding hatred 

• Someone who spreads slander 
 

Identifiers in that order:
 

• Lies 

• Is a fool 
 

Teaching of the Verse:

 
This is our second proverb which is not a contrast, but a 

comparison (the first was 10:10).  Here we have two forms 
of evil communication- lying and spreading slander; but the 
real contrast of the verse is between hatred that is hidden 
and hatred which comes out in the open.
   This verse gives us a very important identifying mark of an 
unbeliever, because John  gives us three basic tests in 1 John 
for whether we are really Christians, and one of them is 
whether we love other Christians or hate them: 
 

1 John 2:9  He who says he is in the light, and hates 

his brother, is in darkness until now.  

   Proverbs 10:18 is telling us that there is more than one way 
hatred can be manifested, and one of them is subtle; it dis-
guises itself behind hypocritical words.  Therefore, uncover-
ing falsely professed Christians may be a very difficult matter.  
This proverb will help us, though, in identifying one of the 
real motivations for lying.  Some people tell lies because they 
are concealing a secret hatred.  This is, unfortunately, very 
common.
   Hatred is, in fact, one of the tell-tale marks of an unregen-
erate person, as we saw back in 10:12, where we considered 



 

  

Paul's words to Titus:
 

Titus 3:3  For we ourselves were also once foolish, dis-

obedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleas-

ures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one 

another. 
 

   There's no way an unbeliever can avoid hatred.  He hates 
because he is enemies with God:
 

 Rom 8:7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against 

God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed 

can be. 

 
   It is therefore especially shameful if a believer acts in hate.

 
   Those who conceal hatred, either from shame OR to seek a 
better advantage to harm from a covered position, may not 
be consciously aware that they hate.  They wouldn't think in 
their minds, "I hate so-and-so."  The hatred comes naturally, 
but so does its concealment, AND SO DO the lying words to 
cover it.  The terrible part is that the lying words are most 
often words of affection.  The one whom I hate, I address as 
though I love! 

Ps 28:3  ... who speak peace to their neighbors, but 

evil is in their hearts. 
 

   This is scary.  How many people might I know who treat me 
very nicely ... all because they hate me!
 

   The other form of hatred, slander, is more open about it.  In 
order to get other people to think less of Mr. J., I have to talk 
bad about Mr. J.  Of course, there are subtle ways to do this 
as well, but usually a slanderer has to shed disguises to a great 
extent.



 

  

   What is slander?  Talking bad about Mr. J to Mr. K.
   If we have bad things to say about Mr. J., to whom are we 
supposed to speak them?
   Jesus said:
 

Matt 18:15   "Moreover if your brother sins against 

you, go and tell him his fault between you and him 

alone."

 
   Really, anything other than a private discussion of the fault 
with the offending party is slander and gossip.  And if I gos-
sip, it doesn't matter that, "I only said things that were true."  
It only matters that I spoke them to lower someone's opinion 
of Mr. J. 
   All this is especially sad because the people we hate are 
most often the ones who can help us the most.  We hate 
them, in fact, because they are too much like us! 

 

Rom 2:1  ... in whatever you judge another you con-

demn yourself; for you who judge practice the same 

things. 

   If we would only get to know them, they would act as a 
mirror to help us uncover and cure our own weaknesses.
 

   "Whoever spreads slander is a fool."  He is killing with his 
words, filling his community with corpses, causing people to 
be distrusting of one another, and inviting return slander up-
on himself!  Primarily, though, the slanderer shows himself to 
be a fool in that he has chosen a path independent of God and 
His laws.  This is a fool by basic definition. 
    Secret hatred and open hatred.  Each has its characteristic 
stroke to do harm.  Each comes naturally to us as fallen men.  
The religious will simply justify acts of hate by their religion, 



 

  

OR else they will find ways to UNcover their hatred and give 
it the axe (the former is the religious hypocrite; the latter, 
the man of true religion, James 1:27).
 

 
 

 

Analysis of the Verse:
 

Being Compared
 

• Many words

• Restraint of lips
 

Their Corresponding Identifiers:
 

• Transgression not lacking

• Prudence

Teaching of the Verse:
 

 "In the profusion of words" our text says, "trespass does 
not hold back."
   Our proverb’s contrast is technically between words them-
selves, as above, and a human speaker (“he who re-
strains…”).  Of course, the words can only come from a per-
son, but Solomon is emphasizing the nearly autonomous (self
-directed) power of our lips.  Our tongues are 'hard-wired' to 
our spirits, which is why our eternal judgment can (and will) 
be based on our words, as Jesus said:
 

  Matt 12:37  "For by your words you will be justified, 

Proverbs 10:19 

When words are many, transgression is not lacking, 
but he who restrains his lips is prudent.  

  



 

  

and by your words you will be condemned."  
 

   Per our proverb, any time our mouth is simply put in gear 
and allowed to 'drive itself', it will inevitably begin to draw 
on our 'old man' and speak foolishly.  Only when we speak 
deliberately can we avoid sin.
 

  Ps 141:3  Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep 

watch over the door of my lips. 
 

   This goes for religious speech as well:
 

 Eccl 5:2  Do not be rash with your mouth, and let not 

your heart utter anything hastily before God.  For 

God is in heaven, and you on earth; therefore let your 

words be few. 
 

  And as Jesus warned:
 

 Matt 6:7  And when you pray, do not use vain repeti-

tions as the heathen do.  For they think that they will 

be heard for their many words.   
   In Ecclesiastes 5:2 above, Solomon includes the advice to 
"let your words be few," relating to the second half of today's 
proverb.    
   Does this mean let your word be absolutely few or rela-

tively few?  If it meant absolutely few, then Jesus' prayer that 
takes up the whole of John 17 wouldn't be a very good pray-
er; nor would Daniel's which takes up most of Daniel 9; nor 
would the longer Psalms which address God.  Rather it 
means to let your words be select- few in that you have 
thought about them and chosen only the ones that convey 
your point and that should be included.  This is the 'restraint 
of lips' our proverb commends.
   By the way, have you ever heard this verse?



 

  

 
James 1:19 ... let every man be swift to hear, slow to 

speak, slow to wrath

 
   Whereas this is good advice in our communications with 
one another, it is our communications with God to which 
James refers, specifically our response to His Word (check 
the preceding and succeeding verses for the context).  Our 
mouths are so vain that when God speaks, we begin jabbering 
back what we already know on the subject rather than pre-
paring for the entry of new instruction.
 
   The power to command our words is being commended to 
us in our proverb today.  Most people think they are in com-
mand of their words.  Far from it.  Unless we formulate a 
complete thought before we speak it, our words are actually 
in command of us.  Let us be those who restrain our lips gen-
erally, but especially when God is speaking.  Speaking to Him 
wisely, with restraint, will lead to speaking to others wisely. 



 

  

10:20 - 26



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Words of the Verse:



 

  

 

Notice that the translators have supplied the word 

"worth."  Literally, the Hebrew reads, "The heart of the wick-

ed is small."  Also literal would be "is a small thing."  The 

idea Solomon is trying to convey is one of an "insignificant" 

or "miniscule" heart, or one that is a "pittance."
 

Analysis of the Verse
 

Being Compared
 

• The righteous man's tongue

• The wicked man's heart
 

Their Descriptions:

 

• Choice silver

• A paucity
 

Teaching of the Verse:
 

Of course, we first notice that it is one man's 
tongue being compared to another man's heart.  Sec-
ondly, we notice that it is a rather unkind comparison:  
A less important part of one man is greater than the 
most important part of another.   
   Before we conclude that God is being rude, let us 

Proverbs 10:20 

The tongue of the righteous is choice silver; 

The heart of the wicked is worth little. 
 



 

  

remember what unredeemed man earns for his life 
here on earth.  In God's righteous estimate, no inflat-
ed figures, man earns a death sentence with no re-
prieve.  Jesus said, 
 

  Mark 9:43   "If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. 

It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather 

than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that 

shall never be quenched"
 

   The wicked man, then, is worth less than little.  His 
worth must be weighed in negative amounts, we 
might say, going opposite the direction of righteous-
ness.
   A low opinion of the wicked, which is simple agree-
ment with God, is a common testimony in Scriptures: 
 

Ps 39:5  Certainly every man at his best state is but va-

por.
 

Ps 15:1-4  Who may dwell in Your holy hill?  He who 

walks uprightly ... In whose eyes a vile person is des-

pised
 

Titus 3:10-11  Reject a divisive man after the first and 

second admonition, knowing that such a person is 

warped and sinning, being self-condemned. 
 

   And remember that it is the wicked man's heart 

which is so worthless.  There is simply nothing good 
about him (If there were, God would be unjust to 
throw even that part into Hell). 
 



 

  

   Now lest we overreact, this low opinion of the 
wicked does not translate into poor treatment of 
them.  God Himself treats them lovingly during their 
time on earth:
 

  Matt 5:45  He makes His sun rise on the evil and on 

the good, and sends rain on the just and on the un-

just.
 

   And we must do the same:
 

Matt 5:44  ... love your enemies
 

   But we will never understand the Gospel, nor our 
own salvation, if we fail to see the great atrocity and 
villainy of sin.
 

   A contrasting observation in this verse is the supera-

bundant power of God's grace.  He turns a worthless 
heart into a silver mine (we all come into the world 
worthless; only He can change us).  Out of the mine 
comes an ore that is refined to high purity and great 
value.  Men are enriched by what comes from a right-
eous man's lips.  What an amazing salvation and trans-
formation God performs! 

   How would we recognize such lips?  They speak 
words from an existing silver warehouse:
 

Ps 12:6  The words of the LORD are pure words, like 
silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 
 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared:
 

• The righteous

• Fools
 

Their Identifiers respectively: 
 

• Feed many

• Die because of lack

 

Symbolic faculties: 
 

• Lips

• Heart
 

Teaching of the Verse
 

The main contrast in this verse is between the fool 
dying of a sort of starvation, while the righteous has 
such plenty he can feed himself and many others. 

   The other contrast that catches our attention is be-
tween the righteous man's lips and the fool's heart 

(same as in the previous proverb, except there it was 
the righteous man's tongue).  The fool's heart is lack-

Proverbs 10:21 
The lips of the righteous feed many, 

But fools die for lack of heart.  
   



 

  

ing, perhaps missing altogether.  Here his heart is 
seen as a tool of life, something that could've kept him 
alive.  When compared to the righteous man's activity, 
it seems that the fool's heart should have fed him or 
taken in sustenance. 
    Is man's heart an entry port of nutrition?  Of spir-
itual nutrition, yes! 
 

 Ps 119:11   Your word I have hidden in my heart, 

that I might not sin against You. 
 

   Because the fool lacks the Creator's communications 
in his heart, he is a sheep that strays into barren or 
dangerous land, unable to find his way back.  On his 
own, his natural end is death.  Because he acts igno-
rantly of God, he really is like an animal, with no 
sense of the Divine, guided only by what's in front of 
his face. 
 

   The righteous man, on the other hand, has followed 
Scriptural admonitions and put God's wisdom in his 
heart: 
 

  Prov 4:4  Let your heart retain My words; keep My 

commands, and live. 

 

   His heart therefore seeks God: 
 

Ps 27:8  When You said, "Seek My face,"  my heart 

said to You, "Your face, LORD, I will seek." 
 

   And our hearts become an ever-expanding store-



 

  

house to hold more truth and desire for God than we 
could have imagined:

 

  Ps 119:32  I will run the course of Your command-

ments, for You shall enlarge my heart. 
 

    This is the storehouse from which we are to feed 
many.  But most righteous folk hardly realize they are 
doing this when they are.  They are so full of Scrip-
tures that the use of them is quite natural; and they 
are so aware of their own uselessness, that they would 
never think of themselves as the source of the good 
others receive from their counsel.  They are quite 
aware, however, that true good can only flow from 
the Scriptures. 
 

   One last point of interest:  there is an odd 'mixed 
bag' here.  The righteous is paired with the fool rather 
than with the wicked as in all the previous verses.  
This unusual pairing highlights the unity of the human 
spirit:  the righteous and the wise are one and the 
same person; the wicked and the fool are also just dif-
ferent ways to describe the man of godless spirit.

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   This is a good place to consider the two different 
Hebrew words for "fool."  The word for fool in our 

verse is lywa, eviyl; the uses of this word seem to indi-



 

  

cate a fool in his ignorance of God (that is, ignoring 
God).  This is the word for fool in 10:8, 10, and 14 so 
far. 

   The other word for fool is lysk, kesyl.  This word is 
used when a more entrenched rejection of God is in 
view.  It is the word for fool in 10:1 and 10:18 so far.  
Its root word means fat, bringing to mind the spiritu-
al condition described in Isaiah 9:10, 
 

  Isa 6:10  Make the heart of this people fat, and 

make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest 

they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 

and understand with their heart, and turn again, 

and be healed. 
 



 

  

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

The Hebrew word for "makes one rich" means 

"causes one to accumulate."  As stated on 10:4, 

this does not mean we will own as many yachts 

as shoes; it simply means that we will have more 

than enough earthly stuff;  enough to live com-

fortably. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared  

 

• The blessing of Jehovah

• What comes with the blessing (or, more accurate-

ly, what is missing from it)
 

Teaching of the Verse  

 

Here we have another proverb on the accumula-
tion of earthly goods. 

   Solomon told us early on that one means of accu-
mulating earthly goods is to rob: 
 

 Prov 1:10-13  My son, if sinners entice you, do not 

consent.  If they say, "Come with us, let us lie in 

Proverbs 10:22 
The blessing of the LORD makes one rich,  

And He adds no sorrow with it.  
 



 

  

wait to shed blood; ... We shall find all kinds of pre-

cious possessions, we shall fill our houses with 

spoil
 

   He has also taught us that hard work is a means of 
God granting goods: 
 

 Prov 10:4  ... the hand of the diligent makes rich 
[literally, "causes accumulation" ]. 
 

   Our verse today continues the thoughts of these 
two verses by indicating that our hard work is the usu-
al means by which God ordains to bless us with 
goods.  Robbery would not be a means by which God 
blesses with wealth. 

   But today's verse indicates that God can bless us 
with goods by other means than diligence.  God can 
bless us with possessions, as an example, through an 
inheritance (See Proverbs 13:22, 17:2, 19:14, and es-
pecially 20:21 on inheritances). 

   The point Solomon is making is that by whatever le-
gitimate means God grants increase (and a hastily 
grabbed inheritance is specifically excluded from that 
list), he does not throw a rattlesnake into the bag with 
it.  God does not begrudge us the blessings of life.  
He has much and to spare.  He is generous. 

 

   Why is it, then, that rich people have so many wor-
ries? 

   This is what Solomon is really teaching us today, 
where the worries of wealth come from.  The answer, 



 

  

in the first place, is this:  the worries are not from 

God! 

 

   There is plenty of Scriptural insight on where these 
worries do come from.  To stick with Solomon: 
 

  Eccl 5:11-12  When goods increase, they increase 
who eat them; so what profit have the owners ex-
cept to see them with their eyes?  The sleep of a la-
boring man is sweet, whether he eats little or much; 
but the abundance of the rich will not permit him to 
sleep.  
 

   The sad thing is that wealth can come as a blessing 
and end as a curse. 

 

   What's the real reason riches are so hard to bear? 

   Later in Proverbs, another wise man, Agur, clues us 
in: 
 

 Prov 30:8-9  Give me neither poverty nor riches --  
Feed me with the food allotted to me;  lest I be full 
and deny You, and say, "Who is the LORD?"  Or lest I 
be poor and steal, and profane the name of my 
God. 
 

   God has always warned His people about the dull-
ing effects of increase: 
 

 Deut 8:11-14  Beware that you do not forget the 
LORD your God ...  lest -- when you have eaten and 
are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell 
in them; and when your herds and your flocks mul-
tiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, 



 

  

and all that you have is multiplied;  when your heart 
is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God ...  
 

   Of course, the goods themselves have no power to 
effectively erase God from our lives, though the asso-
ciation makes it seem so, but rather it is our sin nature 
that only needs the smallest excuse to claim inde-
pendence from God. 

 

   So how did men like Abraham, Job, and Joseph of 
Arimathea manage to be wealthy and yet godly?  How 
did they avoid the sorrow that wealthy men usually 
have? 

 

  1)  They were aware of their own greedy tendencies 
indicated in all these warnings; 

  2)  they truly knew that God, not themselves, grant-
ed and maintained their wealth; and 

  3)  they would serve God just as happily without the 
wealth (Job 1:21 "The LORD gave, and the LORD 
has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.") 

 

    Godly rich men have no sorrow added to their 
wealth for the above reasons.  In one sense, you might 
not even call them rich, since they count the money 
as God's, not their own.  Ungodly rich men cannot 
avoid sorrow with their wealth because they treat the 
money as their own, not God's. 

 
 



 

  

Analysis of the Verse  

 

Being compared  

 

• A fool 

• A man of discernment 
 

Their Characteristics: 

 

• Mischief is as merriment 

• Wisdom is as merriment 
 

Teaching of the Verse  

 

This verse gives us an easy spiritual identifier for peo-
ple.  Whatever is fun to them will tell you where they are 
spiritually (The Hebrew word for merriment is literally 
"laughter"). 
   A basic theological point here is that our affections are 

very much part of our spiritual makeup.  What we like is 
what we are.  A lion can't help liking meat; a giraffe can't 
help liking leaves.  So in the spiritual realm.  Man ulti-

mately only takes in what he prefers.  A carnal man, not 
born again by the Spirit's power, will eventually 'spit out' 
any truth he happens to swallow.  It is not according to 
his palate.  Likewise, a spiritual man will eventually reject 
influences in his life that are contrary to the glory of his 

Proverbs 10:23 

Doing mischief is as merriment to a fool, 

But wisdom is as merriment to a man of discernment. 



 

  

Savior. 
   You can't fake what you like, at least not sincerely. 
   Sadly, some people live their whole lives pretending to 
be something they are not.  Unregenerate (not born 
again) people who were told or who convinced them-
selves they were Christians live a miserable existence, ei-
ther trying to invent a form of Christianity that they can 
tolerate or else suppressing the doubts raised by their dis-
satisfied spiritual appetites. 
   Likewise, a child of God might spend some time in a 
pigpen (See the Prodigal Son story in Luke 15), but he 
will eventually realize that his family traits call for some-
thing better. 
 

Application: 

 

   What's fun to you ?  What puts a smile on your 
face? 

 

   Strange that a sort of silly question like that could re-
veal our spiritual identity, but according to Proverbs 
10:23, it does.  If Biblical learning is not palatable to you 
(not necessarily a particular style of learning, but at least 
true learning), this proverb indicates you, at the least, are 
not a man of wisdom.  From that discovery, a man of any 
true wisdom would set out to make the pursuit of wis-
dom his passion, for there simply is no being a Christian 
without the pursuit of wisdom: 
 

  1 Cor 1:29-30  But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God  

   And if Christ is our wisdom, His source of wisdom 



 

  

is our source of wisdom too: 

 

 John 8:31-32  Then Jesus said to those Jews who be-
lieved Him, "If you abide in My Word, you are My disci-
ples indeed."  
 

 
 

Analysis of the Verse  
 

Being Compared
 

• The wicked person's fear

• The righteous person's desire

 

Their Outcomes: 
 

• Comes to him

• Is granted to him

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

The simplicity of the proverbs veils their scientific 
precision.
   With the commonest of terms, Solomon conveys 
the depths of God's various dealings with men.
   The wicked person's fear means a bad outcome he 
can imagine happening in his life- an imagination he 

Proverbs 10:24   

That which the wicked fears shall come upon him,  

but the desire of the righteous is granted.  
 



 

  

suppresses.
   The righteous person's desire is what he hopes to 
happen but does not necessarily expect. 
 

   Two imaginations contrasted.
 

   The wicked man's fear is a prophecy in his con-
science that the sin he has sown in his life he must 
therefore harvest.  It comes upon him as surely as the 
sun rises.
   The righteous man's desire is recognized by God and 
is granted to him as a reward for his endurance in do-
ing good. 
 

   Two imaginations becoming realities.
 

   Each new day on earth brings both of these out-
comes to light over and over again.  One man's sin 
may take years to germinate, meanwhile vexing him 
over the coming feared harvest; but come it shall.  A 
good man's desires may also go unsatisfied for years, 
but God chooses the most appropriate time, and a 
time of the man's own proper ripening, to grant these 
desires.
 

   Are you ready to give up on desires you had thought 
God would grant?
 

Gal 6:9  But we should not lose heart in well-doing, 

for in due season we shall reap, if we do not faint. 



 

  

 

Analysis of the Verse:
 

Being Compared:
 

• The wicked 

• The righteous

 

Their Two Outcomes:
 

• Gone after the whirlwind

• An everlasting foundation
 

Teaching of the Verse:
 

Here is another proverb to train the eye of faith.  
The unbeliever looks quite secure in his earthly life.  
See him, though, as gone, for so he shall be (and so 
the better to warn him and pray for him).  The believ-
er looks meager and tossed about.  He is actually 
standing on an unmovable, though invisible, founda-
tion.  Train the eye of faith to 'see' that foundation, 
and be confident.
 

   The whirlwind in this verse represents the vicissi-
tudes of life.  The Fall has brought all manner of catas-
trophe into the domain God gave us (that being 
earth).  Each of these is directed by God to accom-

Proverbs 10:25 

When the whirlwind passes by, the wicked is no more, 

But the righteous has an everlasting foundation.  

 



 

  

plish His ends in the lives of all peoples on the earth.  
His destructive providences include literal whirl-
winds, meaning hurricanes and such:
 

Nah 1:3  ...The LORD has His way in the whirlwind 

and in the storm
 

Ps 83:15  So pursue them with Your tempest, and 

frighten them with Your storm [our same Hebrew 

word].  
 

   By storms, earthquakes, epidemics, etc., God puts 
dramatic emphasis on the fact that He is the one who 
determines the day of each man's death, and men 
must always be ready should it be their day.  Solomon 
has already spoken of God's use of the whirlwind in 
the lives of those who ignore him:
 

  Prov 1:25-28  "Because you disdained all my counsel, 

and would have none of my rebuke, I also will laugh 

at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes, 

when your terror comes like a storm, and your de-

struction comes like a whirlwind, when distress and 

anguish come upon you.  Then they will call on me, 

but I will not answer"
 

   This is Wisdom calling out.  In Proverbs 8, Wisdom 
is portrayed as God's 'right hand man' (actually, 
'woman') in all His works.  She is His handmaid.  So 
when she sends a hurricane, it is at God's bidding.
 

   In case you have heard that God does not send natu-
ral disasters (unfortunately, a common teaching in 



 

  

our day), just ask yourself, where else could they 
come from?  Is Satan a cosmic terrorist, actually suc-
ceeding in planting 'bombs' everywhere, with God 
playing the sympathetic but inept fireman, coming 
behind to put out the blazes- alas, not without loss?
   Did you notice who sent the storms in the above 
verses?  Furthering that notion, we see that God is ac-
tual speaking in the storm:
 

  Ps 29:3  The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

the God of glory thunders...  5 The voice of the LORD 

breaks the cedars, yes, the LORD splinters the cedars 

of Lebanon...  7 The voice of the LORD divides the 

flames of fire...  9 The voice of the LORD makes the 

deer give birth, and strips the forests bare; and in His 

temple everyone says, "Glory!" 
 

   God not only claims storms unapologetically, His 
priests ministering in the Temple during the storm 
recognized them as specific manifestations of His glo-
ry, and so they worshipped.  Sad that so many have 
grown embarrassed of the works of God in our day.  
Worse, they ascribe the works of God to Satan or to 
the blind forces of nature.
 

   This is by no means the main teaching of the verse, 
but it is an important truth, without which the verse 
cannot be understood.
 

   Solomon's real point is that the heavier trials of life, 
symbolized by and including the hurricane, will sift 



 

  

mankind, removing the unbeliever from his supposed 
immovable vantage point.  The same trials may re-
move many earthly advantages from a believer, but he 
will still be found clinging, all the more tightly, to the 
One who was his hope before.
 
 

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being illustrated: 
 

• The lazy one when given an assignment

 

Compared to: 
 

• Vinegar on teeth

• Smoke in the eyes

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

   To put this in a brief paraphrase:  "A lazy person is 
irritating to someone counting on him."
 

   Why would this be? 

   Because: 
    1)  A lazy person doesn't get the job done, or he does an 

Proverbs 10:26   

Like vinegar to the teeth, and like smoke to the eyes,  

so is the lazy one to those who send him.  

 



 

  

incomplete job, or he messes up the task through a slothful 
approach to it; and
    2)  He is the master of excuses.  There are a thousand 
reasons he couldn't complete the task, or couldn't com-
plete it on time, or couldn't do it as assigned.  His excus-
es come as naturally to him as his laziness.  These excuses 
are, of course, deceit, but so cleverly mixed with reality 
as to frustrate most any attempt to unravel them. 

 
   Why is Solomon telling us this? 
 

   1)  We're all lazy by nature; we need the tell-tale signs 
to expose laziness in ourselves.  Remember, laziness 
doesn't mean we don't have any energy.  Lazy people 
are usually as energetic as anyone else when they're do-

ing something they like their way.   
    If we're wondering why people who count on us are 
irritated with us, maybe it's because we're lazy. 
 

  2)  We need to see through other peoples' laziness to 
keep from being frustrated by it.  When we begin to be 
irritated by someone, perhaps it is not that we are impa-

tient.  Perhaps it is that they are lazy.  Smoke is going to 

irritate my eyes no matter how patient I am. 
 

   3)  We need to know whom to get rid of in the job de-

tail, perhaps whom to demote or reassign (any sensible 

person will at least keep vinegar off his teeth and close his 

eyes around smoke).  OR we need to know whom to 
hold strictly accountable, no excuses, until they aban-
don their lazy ways.
 



 

  

10:27 - 11:1



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 



 

  

 

Being Compared: 

 

• The fear of Jehovah being a man's lifestyle 

• Wickedness being a man's lifestyle 
 
Their Two Outcomes: 

 

• Adding days to life 

• Curtailing years 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 
   The simple, if somewhat surprising, truth here is that godli-

ness actually tends to lengthen life.  Ungodliness tends to 
shorten life. 
   Such a claim accosts our modern judgment as an unscien-
tific and therefore unreliable boast.  However, consider the 
ability of science to test such a claim.  Has a study ever been 
done which first of all divided its test groups according to 
Biblical descriptions of the God-fearing and the wicked?  If 
one did, and if God is the author of Scriptures, we should 
find that the average life span of the righteous man is noticea-
bly longer than that of the wicked.  In fact, studies which ap-
proximate these categories already hint at this very conclu-
sion. 

Proverbs 10:27 

 The fear of the LORD prolongs days, 
But the years of the wicked will be shortened.  

 



 

  

   What do insurance companies base their life insurance rates 
on?  Actuarial tables:  statistics of certain lifestyles which put 
men into categories of longer or shorter lives.  A smoker gets 
one insurance premium, a non-smoker another.  The insur-
ance company simply follows the statistics.  From our per-
spective we can see this as one indicator, perhaps even one of 
the less significant indicators, of a godly lifestyle.  The God-
fearing man sees a prohibition against harming his body be-
cause it is the creation of God, so he doesn't smoke. 
   If we expanded the test parameters into all areas of godli-
ness and ungodliness, we would see an even more marked 
difference between the life spans of the one lifestyle and the 
other. 

 
   Notice that the good man is adding days, the bad man is 
shaving off years.  Of course, the righteous man's days can 
add up to years, but he is accumulating them slowly, natural-
ly.  Godliness is simply the best lifestyle for the creature man. 
   The more pronounced are a man's wicked practices, the 
more dramatically his demise hastens.  He can cut a decade or 
two off his life with a year or two of wild living, phobic wor-
ry, or vengeful anger. 
   Don't forget that these are tendencies, borne out by mass 

statistics.  Individual cases may differ drastically, as Scriptures 
already affirm: 
        

Eccl 7:15  I have seen everything in my days of vanity:  
there is a just man who perishes in his righteousness, and 

there is a wicked man who prolongs life in his wickedness.  
 

   But even the day by day quality of life is to be considered if 
you are comparing Christianity to its counterparts: 
        
1 Tim 4:8  For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is 



 

  

profitable for all things, having promise of the life that 
now is and of that which is to come.  

 
    Finally, what Paul here calls "godliness," Solomon is calling 
the fear of Jehovah.  Once again, this seems primitive to us.  
Most Christians are hesitant to speak of fearing God.  It 
sounds like we have a vengeful little deity chasing us around 
with threats.  Rather, we must realize that fearing God is the 
only REAL way to approach Him.  We are to love God, but 
why?  Because He is good and loving.  But we must also fear 
God.  Any why?  Jesus said it best: 
 
Luke 12:4, 5  And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid 
of those who kill the body, and after that have no more 
that they can do.  But I will warn you of whom you shall 
fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has authority to 
cast into hell. Yea, I say to you, fear Him.  

 
    Yes, this is a threat, but no idle one.  Jesus is telling His dis-
ciples how to relate to God.  All men are driven by some fear, 
some negative motivator.  Until God saves us, the fear of man 
drives us.  We care what people approve or disapprove of.  As 
Christians we learn that only God can threaten a consequence 
really worth avoiding.  It is therefore right to gear our lives 
towards avoiding His displeasure.  Again, this does not mean 
we stop loving Him.  Just like a good earthly father should be 
both loved and feared, so with our Heavenly Father.  Besides, 
the fear of God increases our lifespan. 

 

   This is really our proper stopping place, but considering the 
statistics on obesity and overweightness in our culture, let us 
notice from the above verse that bodily exercise is not scoffed by 
the religious man.  It says bodily exercise is profitable.  It's just 
that its profit is limited by the impermanence of the body and is 
limited compared to the greater profit of godliness.  But the man 
who says bodily exercise is of no profit will likely be impinging 



 

  

even on his godliness eventually by the irritating mess his body 
will become. 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew words for "hope" and "expectation" are 

both used in some places for the righteous and other 

places for the wicked, so there is no moral or spiritual 

difference in the definitions of the words themselves. 

    The first word's root means to wait, while the second 

word literally means a cord, as in a hope held onto. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared:
 

• The righteous man's hope

• The wicked man's expectation
 

Their Two Outcomes: 
 

• Gladness

• Disintegrates, unravels 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

   The first unusual sounding aspect of this verse is that the 
righteous man's hope is or shall be gladness, happiness.  Does 

Proverbs 10:28   

The expectation of the righteous is gladness; 
but the hope of the wicked shall perish.  

 



 

  

this mean that he is hoping for happiness, or 

that the result of his hope will be happiness, or 
that, having this hope, he is presently happy?  
   Perhaps a combination of more than one of these possibili-
ties?  None of the three possibilities is ruled out by any other 
truth in Scriptures.  Often, when the wording of a passage 
allows for more than one equally valid interpretation, per-
haps the Spirit has, in fact, intended to convey multiple truths 

simultaneously, especially when they are complementary as 
the three above, it seems, are.  The Christian hopes for happi-
ness; he doesn't just expect bad things.  The end result of the 
Christian's hope will be happiness: much happiness in the 
short term, and permanent happiness later.  The Christian is 

happy now, tasting present fruits of righteousness.
 

   In any event, this proverb is a teaching about our futures.  
One clear difference between men and animals is that men 
look towards the future with expectation and planning.  Men 
make plans based on hopes, and men have hopes in bringing 
those plans about.  This is not restricted to believers, nor 
even to religious folk in general.  Fallen mankind still has 
hopes for itself, men have hopes for their families, men have 
individual goals to attain.  For most humans, their valuation 
of life itself can be measured by their hopes.  The stock they 
actually place in life is not in their present enjoyment, but in 
what they hope for the future.
 

   In our verse today we have mankind divided into its two 
relations to the future.  All men have hopes, but not all hopes 
are realized.  Why does God allow the wicked to even enter-
tain hopes?  Is He just taunting them, setting up false expecta-
tions so He can dash them later?  
   No, but rather, the word to the unbeliever is:



 

  

 

  Rom 2:4  ... do you despise the riches of His kindness, and 

the forbearance and the long-suffering, not knowing that 

the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 

 
   God is giving the unbeliever room to hope as part of His 
overall patience with him.  God grants many of the unbe-
liever's hopes in His kindness; but that kindness is part of His 
extension of a call to repentance, a temporary clemency God 
grants in man's war with Him.  When the unbeliever decides 
to go on worshiping and serving the creature rather than the 
Creator, has he not justly called upon himself the outcome 
warned of in our verse today?
 

    "the hope of the wicked shall perish."

 
   On the other hand, isn't it nice to know that God has not 
only provided escape from punishment in His salvation 
through Christ, but He has also provided for our gladness.  
We are not only rescued from misery, we are given an over-
whelming joy.  That joy may be dimmed by many trials while 
we are being counted worthy for God's eternal kingdom, but 
the joy can be renewed as we remember that, by its very na-
ture, hope ultimately awaits a day beyond this life, but a day 
as sure to come as God is faithful: 
 

  Rev 21:4  And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes. And death shall be no longer, nor mourning, nor 
outcry, nor will there be pain any more; for the first things 
passed away.  



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse:   
 
   "Way" is from the Hebrew word for "path."  "Strength" is 

from the Hebrew word for "fortress."  "Ruin" is from a word 

meaning to come apart, be undone.  "Iniquity" is from a He-

brew word for empty scheming. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 
Being Compared:
 

• The two ways Jehovah's path is received

The Two Receivers: 
 

• The upright

• Workers of iniquity
 
Their Two Receptions: 
 

• Strength, a stronghold

• Ruin, an undoing, an unraveling

 

 

 

Graphically: 
 

Proverbs 10:29   
The way of Jehovah is strength to the upright,  

And ruin to workers of iniquity. 
 



 

  

 

 
Teaching of the Verse: 
 
   Here is another proverb where the presence of God is cen-
tral, as in 10:3, the results examined flowing from two differ-
ent responses to Him. 
   
   The main question the verse raises is from its second half:  
how can Jehovah's path be the undoing of those who do not 
even travel it?  Is Solomon speaking of life as a path God lays 
out, the activators of nefarious deeds coming unhinged there-
on?  OR is he speaking of workers of iniquity who are on 
God's path by being in church, making some kind of profes-

sion of godliness?
   Some take "the path of Jehovah" not as the path He sets out 
for man to walk, but the path He Himself takes in His dealings 
with the world; as in Psalm 25:10, 
 

 Psa 25:10  All the paths of Jehovah are mercy and truth to 

those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 
 
      This means God takes the path of- operates according to- 
mercy and truth in dealing with His people.  But this does 
not accord as well with the path being a stronghold for the 
upright, for how can the path God Himself takes be a place of 
refuge for me, unless it is in my belief that He takes it?  Ra-
ther, the more straightforward reading is that God's path 
means the one He lays for us.  As His people walk the path 
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He lays out, they are strengthened therein. 
 

   So back to the 'problem' of the verse.  How can the rebel-
lious interact with God's path in such a way as to ruin them?  
Don't they avoid God's pathways?  
 

   First, a confirmation that the wicked do actually walk God's 
path in some sense-  the same thing is said in nearly the same 
way by Hosea:
 

 Hos 14:9  Who is wise and discerns these things? Who is 

discerning and knows them? For the ways of Jehovah are 

right, and the righteous shall walk in them; but transgres-

sors shall stumble in them. 

 
   The word "ways" is the same Hebrew word as the one in 
our verse.  In fact, the whole idea of Hosea 14:9 is the same 
as our verse.  Still, the question remains:  Is every wicked 
man somehow on Jehovah's path in his ordinary life?
   To answer this we must ask:  Do God's directions, His ways, 
reach the lost man?  The answer to this is Yes:
 

 2 Cor 2:14- 16  But thanks be to God, the One always 

leading us in triumph in Christ, and the One revealing 

through us the odor of the knowledge of Him in every 

place.  For we are a sweet smell to God because of Christ 

in those being saved, and in those being lost; to the one, 

an odor of death unto death, and to the other, an odor of 

life unto life. 
 

   God's Word reaches each man, either by the Creation out-

side himself,
 

 Ps 19:1-4  The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 

firmament shows His handiwork.  Day unto day utters 



 

  

speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge.  There is 

no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.  

Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their 

words to the end of the world.
 
   ... or by the creation that is himself:
 

 Rom 2:14-15  for when Gentiles, who do not have the 

law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although 

not having the law, are a law to themselves, 15 who show 

the work of the law written in their hearts

   So wicked men do know God's paths.  Their lives are basi-
cally a response to those paths.  That is how they are undone 
in those paths.  Their wickedness, 'caught' on God's Law, un-
ravels them like a knit sweater caught on a nail.  
   That same nail is a welcome fastener in our lives:
 

 Eccl 12:11  The words of the wise are like goads, and the 

words of scholars are like well-driven nails, given by one 

Shepherd. 
 

   Or, to summarize both responses in one verse:
 

 1 Cor 1:18  For the Word of the cross is foolishness to 

those being lost, but to us being saved, it  is the power of 

God. 
 

    One last important thought:  To the degree that I am up-
right (walking in the image of God in Christ), I exude 
strength.  To the degree that I part from uprightness, I undo 
myself, having invited God's displeasure. 



 

  

 
Words of the Verse:
 

   The Hebrew word for "earth" can also be translated 

"land."

 

Analysis of the Verse:
 

Being Compared:

 

• The righteous

• The wicked
 
Their Futures:
 

• Never removed

• Not inhabit the earth
 

Teaching of the Verse:
 

   Solomon has been like a forensic photographer in this first 
chapter of proverbs proper.  He is trying to capture for us, his 
audience, a complete study in contrast between the estranged 
twins, the righteous and the wicked.  He is snapping pictures 
from as many angles and in as many poses as he can.  He is 
showing us that these two brothers, both born enemies of 
God, are now as different as they can be.  One has now been 
reconciled to God; everything he formerly hated, he now 

Proverbs 10:30 

 The righteous will never be removed, 

But the wicked will not inhabit the earth.  
 



 

  

loves, and vice-versa.  
   They still look like twins on the outside.  They're both still 
humans going about earthly life.  This is why Solomon is tak-
ing such care to highlight the differences.  We wouldn't see 
them unless they were pointed out.  Once we see them, eve-
rything is different.  We can scarcely believe both men were 
born of Adam, for one has now been adopted back into the 
family of Christ.
   Today's verse pulls back from the 'brothers-no-more' a bit 
to take in the surrounding landscape:  earth, mountains, val-
leys, rivers, seas- all contested ground.  All claimed by both 
men.
   Each brother has some right to claim the earth as his:
 

Ps 115:16   The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD's; 

but the earth He has given to the children of men.  

   Earth was ours to do with as we pleased.  We pleased to 
sign it over to Satan.  Now we have become more or less his 
caretakers; he is the real ruler, as Jesus indicated:

 

John 14:30   I will no longer talk much with you, for the 

ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. 

 
   Of course, in this verse, Jesus excepts Himself from Satan's 
reign.  Those under Christ's protection would, therefore, 
seem to have some claim to the same exception.  Satan no 
longer has dominion over us for the doing of his will.
   But does Satan have general authority in the earth?  Paul 
still calls Satan
 

Eph 2:2  ... the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 

who now works in the sons of disobedience
 



 

  

   Satan is still a prince, not a deposed pretender.  Again, he 
has this right because 'the earth God has given to man,'  Ps 
115:16, and God gave man the authority to sign it over.  God 
will take it back; there will be consequences for this unright-
eous signing over; but for now it is still signed over. 
 

   How far along is Christ in taking earth back?  This is a ma-
jor fork in the road for various theologies, but it seems we 
have already proved that He has not taken it back yet.  If He 
had  wanted to, He could have.  He is, in fact, 'at the door,' 
having won the right to reclaim earth, now awaiting only the 
matter of times which are in the Father's hands.  Satan is on 
borrowed time and on borrowed ground, but that has been 
true in some sense from the beginning.
   Our verse today tells us who will most assuredly 'inherit 
the earth' when all is said and done.  We are told this, once 
again, to train the eye of faith, for the answer is contrary to 
appearances.  The wicked seem to have firm hold of the 

earth.  Things seem to be going their way.  Things will largely 
go their way until God has deemed our numbers and our 
refinement complete:
 

Rev 13:7   It was granted to him to make war with the 

saints and to overcome them. And authority was given 

him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 

 
   This is Christ's to give Satan, for He said,
 

Matt 28:18   "All authority has been given to Me in heaven 

and on earth."
 

   Our claim in token of the fact that we will reign with 
Christ in righteousness (on earth, perhaps, even before the 
new heavens and earth) is this:



 

  

 

Rom 6:18   And having been set free from sin, you became 

slaves of righteousness. 
 

   We show our eventual permanence on the earth by our 
righteous lives.  
   The wicked show their impermanence by their disobedi-
ence to God.

Analysis of the Verse: 

Being Compared:
 

• The mouth of the just

• The perverse tongue
 
Their Two Activities: 
 

• Germinates wisdom

• Is cut off

 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 10:31   

The mouth of the just flourishes with wisdom,  

but the perverse tongue shall be cut off.  
 



 

  

   Now we end chapter 10 with two more proverbs on the 
tongue.  This has probably been the single dominant theme in 
the chapter, with verses 11, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21, and now 
31 and 32 considering the tongue in at least half the verse.
   James indicates that the tongue is really the decisive ele-
ment in man:
 

Jam 3:2   For we all stumble in many ways. If any one does 

not stumble in word, this one is a mature man, able also to 

bridle the whole body.  

 
   Solomon is certainly on track with this.  Man is a unified 
being, all his parts working together, but the one aspect of us 
that most determines and defines our spiritual state is how 
we use our mouths. 

   The word “just” in this version (The Literal Version of the 
Holy Bible) is the same as 'righteous' in all the previous vers-
es.  The righteous man shows what a mouth is made for.  His 
mouth blossoms forth the wisdom which has germinated 
down in his soul, from his listening to and meditating on 
Scriptures and from his ensuing humble conversations with 
God.  From there come his words, springing up with the 
nourishment of wheat, the beauty of flowers, and the healing 
of herbs.  His enriching words unfold from his soul as natu-
rally as plants sprout from the earth.
   The words of the wicked, on the other hand, are like weeds 
that are only good to be cut down.  Solomon has already said 
this about the wicked themselves:
 

Prov 2:22   But the wicked will be cut off from the earth, 

and the unfaithful will be uprooted from it.  
 

    More especially will their tongues be cut off.  Consider the 
previous proverb and man's authority over the earth.  God's 



 

  

authority is in His word,
 

Ps 33:9   For He spoke, and it was done;  He commanded, 

and it stood fast,
 

  therefore, man, as God's image, projects authority in his 

words:
 

Ps 12:4  "With our tongue we will prevail; our lips are our 

own; who is lord over us?" 
 

   Man's prideful spirit is always given expression through his 

words:
 

Gen 11:4  "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower 

whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for our-

selves..."

 
   And so the cosmic contest is a war of words; not meaning a 
war devoid of real power and destruction, but a war of great 

power and destruction!
 

2 Cor 10:4-5  For the weapons of our warfare are not car-

nal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 

casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts 

itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every 

thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ

 
   The only weapons mentioned in this warfare are thoughts 
and words.  Yet that is where the battle is fought.  That's why 
our prayers, our confessions of God's will in request form, 
are so important:

Eph 6:12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 

but against principalities, against powers, against the rul-

ers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 



 

  

wickedness in the heavenly places.

 
   These spiritual hosts have made a declaration with their 
leader:
 

Isa 14:13-14  'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 

throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount 

of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I 

will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like 

the Most High.' 

   The righteous man makes the opposite declaration:  "I will 

be under the Most High."
   But the wicked has mirrored and continues to mirror Sa-
tan's declaration.  That is why we should see the justice in the 
final doom declared against man in our proverb today.  All his 
boasts, which are a direct confrontation with God, will be 
ended.  We should humbly pray with the Psalmist:
 

Ps 12:3-4   May the LORD cut off all flattering lips, and the 
tongue that speaks proud things, who have said, "With 
our tongue we will prevail... '



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew word for "acceptable" means pleasing, 

favorable, or delightful. 

   The word for "perverse" is from a root word meaning 

to turn over, change, with an implication of fraud. 

   By ellipsis, the second half of the verse says that the 

wicked mouth knows fraud. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 
Being Compared:

 

• What the lips of the righteous know

• What the mouth of the immoral knows
 
The Two Things Known: 
 

• Acceptable things

• Bent things
 

Teaching of the Verse:
 
   This is indeed a surprising verse.  How can lips know any-
thing?  Don't my lips just say what my mind knows? 

   The point of this proverb is that the speaking function of the 

Proverbs 10:32   

The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable, 

But the mouth of the wicked what is perverse.  

 



 

  

soul is not so much one mode of its operation as it is the auto-

matic expression of whatever is in the heart (or whole inner 
man, however you label its components).  As we put it when 
considering Prov. 10:19, the tongue is 'hard-wired' to the 
spirit.  The tongue is an infallible guide to what is in the 
heart.
   So lips do know.  They are the automatic messengers of my 
inner being. 
 

   Therefore, if my inner being is twisted by sin into non-

conformity to God's ways, my lips are going to express that.  If 
my soul has been brought into alignment with God's Law, my 
tongue will make that known.  Not only this, my words are 
going to be as on target as my spirit is.  Every degree of 
spiritual immaturity in my spirit is going to have its expres-
sion in my unfortunate choice of or purely backwards words. 
 

   This means that we have to be very careful in coming to un-
derstand God's Word.  If I am trying to express a Biblical 
point and cannot do it well, I have doubtless not understood 
that truth as well as I may have thought.
   Again, Solomon is telling us that, be they ever so clever, the 
unrighteous will ultimately be unable to hide their defective 
spirits.  The Pharisees couldn't do it in the presence of the 
Lord Jesus.  That's because Jesus knew from Scripture what is 
pleasing to God, and by this knowledge, the Pharisees' in-
depth but false teachings were seen through and exposed.
   On the other hand, Jesus' own words were acceptable to 
God, including His harsh but accurate denunciations of the 
Pharisees. 
 

   Righteous lips know because righteous ears are tuned in to 
Scriptures.
   Wrong-headed lips derive their knowledge from being 



 

  

tuned in to man's natural spirit, one which naturally tunes 
out Scriptures. 
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew for "perfect" is shalem, from the same 

root as shalom, peace.  It means complete. 

   The word for "delight" is the same as the one for 

"acceptable" in the previous proverb (10:32). 

   The word for a "weight" is literally the word for a 

stone, since a standard type and size of stone was used 

as a balance to determine weights.   

   An "abomination" is something disgusting, revolting, 

or hateful. 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 
Being Compared:

 

• Balances of deceit

• A correct weight
 
Their Descriptions Respectively: 
 

Proverbs 11:1   

Balances of deceit are an abomination to Jehovah,  

But a perfect weight is His delight. 
 



 

  

• Hateful to Jehovah

• Delights Jehovah

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 
   This is a teaching about how God responds to men's busi-
ness dealings.  Notice that God does not take a 'business-like' 
approach to business matters.  He is deeply affected by them.  
This is because:
  

 Psa 11:7   ... the righteous Jehovah loves righteousness. 
 
   This is one of the fundamental tensions between us and 
Him.  We tend to think of right and wrong as add-ons to life; 
there's life, then there's the rules you add on.  For God, right 
and wrong is at the core of all things.  This is because:
 

 1 John 1:5   God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 

   Frankly, we see such rigid personality fixation as a limita-
tion.  We associate strict right-and-wrongness with childish 
thinking; and if many Christians would voice what they really 
feel, they would confess that they don't conceive of God as a 
well-developed being.  He's all-powerful, so you can't argue 
with Him, but, come on!  Eternity in Hell for 70 years of sin-
ning?  He's all-knowing, so you can't put one by Him, but I 
wonder if all that attention to countless details hasn't made 
Him a bit eccentric!
   This suspicion is as natural to us as breathing.  We were born 
in darkness.  God is altogether light.  Naturally there are go-
ing to have to be some big adjustments if we're going to have 
a relationship.
   Guess what.  God's not going to budge.  The fact that He 
bridged the chasm between Creator and creature, between 



 

  

finite and infinite, becoming a man to save us, indicates to our 

minds that He's willing to bend the rules to have us.  This ap-
peals to us.  So when we read verses about His seeming in-
flexibility, we think we're seeing a less God-like side of Him.
   In fact, God compromised none of His fixed characteristics 
to save us.  That is the wonder of the Gospel.  God met all 
His own righteous requirements in Jesus' life and death.  
   So God loves righteousness and God loves me.  If He had to 
choose ...?  No question, righteousness will never go.  But 
that's the whole point.  He's going to have us by making us 
righteous (sanctification).  He began by declaring us right-
eous (justification), which, hopefully, we can now see is a 
very precious act to Him, since it is His clothing us with His 
own Son's righteousness.  The Gospel "delights" Jehovah be-
cause in it His Son takes our scales of deceit and sets them 
back to even. 

    This verse also tells us why we need the gospel.  We come 
into this world operating on "balances of deceit."  Think of 
the paradox!  A balance is something that measures precisely, 
something built to 'tell the truth.'  Only a truly wicked crea-
ture could use a measurement of precision to tell a lie!  How 
desperately we need Christ's righteousness, both covering us 
(justification) and filling us (sanctification)! 

 
   Well, back to 'business’.  
   Balances were basic tools of commerce.  Put fish (or what-
ever you're buying) in one pan of the balance, and put the 
weighted stones in the other pan until the balance evens out.  
The weight of the stones tells you how much the fish weighs.  
Now compute the price by shekels (or dollars) per pound.
   The crooked merchant would find ways to overcharge his 
customer.  He might hollow out the weighing stones so the 



 

  

balance would hold more of them and the fish would seem to 
weigh more and so cost more.  Our verse says that this dis-
gusts God.
   The righteous merchant, who has the customer at the same 
disadvantage as the crooked one, nevertheless holds himself 
to the correct weights.  God take pleasure in this.
   Each of these approaches is a basic life posture on right-
eousness.  Each business philosophy is a confession of funda-
mental morals.  There is no easier place to assess a man's spir-
it than in his use of 'stuff'.  This is why Jesus says,

 
 Luke 16:11   Therefore if you have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous mammon [earthly money and capital; what 
the world uses unrighteously, but you must turn to good 
use], who will commit to your trust the true riches?  

   Here, both the pietistic and the worldly-wise Christian falls 
short.
   The pietist pretends that money is of no consequence.  Jesus 
says it is fundamental, elemental.
   The worldly-wise says, "Hey, play by the rules of the game!  
Fair is fair!"  Meaning be unfair to others who are unfair.  But 
God says to hold a perfect standard always for His sake.

   How dreadful, eh?  That something so mundane could sell 
us out as fakes.  We'd prefer some complex spiritual formula 
that we could then interpret more loosely to our advantage.  
Eventually, though, the true Christian will be brought to this 
position, and it will apply to his money as much as to any-
thing else:

 Ps 11:7    For Jehovah is righteous, He loves righteous-
ness.    
 NKJV 



 

  

 (When we first quoted Ps. 11:7, it was from is from 
the Modern King James Version, by Jay Green, same au-
thor as the Literal Version, both available online for free at 
e-sword.) 

 
 



 

  

11:2 - 8



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Pride 
• Lowliness 
 

Their Accompaniments: 
 

• Shame 
• Wisdom 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

   Here is our first proverb on pride.  Pride is the 

state of boasting in, glorying in, or honoring 

self.  There is a proper kind of boasting in Scrip-

tures: 
 

  Jer 9:23, 24   So says Jehovah, Do not let the wise glory 
in his wisdom, nor let the mighty glory in his might; do 
not let the rich glory in his riches; but let him who glo-
ries glory in this, that he understands and knows Me, 
that I am Jehovah  
    

   Or a boasting in God's works that bring Him 

glory: 
 

  2 Cor 9:2   For I know your eagerness, of which I boast 

Proverbs 11:2  

Pride comes, then shame comes;  

but with the lowly is wisdom.  
 



 

  

to Macedonia on your behalf, that Achaia was ready a 
year ago; and your zeal has aroused the greater number.  
    
   But our proverb is talking about the wrong 

kind of pride- unfortunately, the usual kind of 

human pride. 
   Whenever our boast is in ourselves or our own 

doings, shame has already been summoned to 

appear on our behalf.  It is an amazingly pre-

dictable occurrence.  Pride gets lodged in our 

system, then humiliation has to come along to 

splinter the logjam.  Notably, this shattering is a 

great grace from God.  God is always working to 

keep pride from outright destroying us: 
 

  Job 33:14 - 18  For God speaks once, yea, twice, but not 
one takes notice.  In a dream, a vision of the night, when 
deep sleep falls on men; while they slumber on the bed; 
then He opens the ear of men and seals their teaching, 
so that He may turn man from his act, that He might 
hide pride from man.  He keeps back his soul from the 
Pit, and his life from perishing by the sword.  
 

   This is certainly intriguing information about 

where some dreams come from.  Apparently, the 

upsetting weirdness of some dreams is to sap 

our confidence a bit and make us more cau-

tious, less presumptuous (there are at least two 

other Biblically stated reasons for dreams, too).  

Imagine how violent the world would be without 

this ongoing graciousness on God's part.  All on 

account of pride. 
 

   So God has to knock man down a peg to better 



 

  

him.  This brings us to the second half of our 

verse.   

   With the lowly, the fellow who is already low, 
is wisdom.  This person has just as much incli-
nation to pride as the other, but he has wisdom 
to see it as a destructive tendency; so he 'does 

God's work for Him' (actually, with Him), and 
knocks himself down a peg, as often as it takes 
(hint: daily).  This is the chief wisdom that is al-
ways "with" him, helping him. 
 

   By the way, here's an obvious benefit of trials.  

When we are battered by life's difficulties, the 

'lowerating' we need is already being done for us.  

Of course, the incorrigible boaster will still 

clench his fist at God/ His providence; but God 

will remind him in the end that it really was for 

his own good. 
 

   How harmful really is pride?  How seriously 

should you take humbling yourself generally?  

Pride is the stated policy of someone we proba-

bly don't want to follow (oh, if we could only see 

his reflection whenever pride creeps over us!): 
 

Isa 14:12 - 15   How you are fallen from the heavens, O 
Shining Star, Son of the Morning! How you are cut 
down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!  
For you have said in your heart, I will go up to the heav-
ens, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will 
also sit on the mount of the congregation, in the sides of 
the north.  I will go up above the heights of the clouds; I 
will be like the Most High.  Yet you shall be brought 
down to Hell, to the sides of the Pit.  



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   Here we have a group of Hebrew words 

(translated by completeness, upright, guide; sub-

versiveness, cunning, overwhelm) either not used 

yet in Proverbs, or only used in the introductory 

chapters (1 - 9).  Perhaps Solomon is branching 

off of the idea of pride in the previous proverb as 

a main seedbed from which new problems in the 

human soul should be considered. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The upright man's completeness / maturity 
• The cunning man's subversiveness 
 
Their Characteristics: 
 

• Guides 
• Will overwhelm 
 

 

 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

Proverbs 11:3 

 The completeness of the upright guides them,  

but the subversiveness of cunning ones  

will overwhelm them.  
 



 

  

   Notice the 'autonomy' of the upright man in 

this verse- if we may borrow a term usually re-

served for rebellious man.  He is equipped with 

an internal guidance system.  It is his own spir-

itual maturity of character that is said to guide 

him.  The description of this inner rule is his 

'completeness’, a word God used in describing 

Job. 
   Now considering how many verses tell us that 

the godly man is guided by God's words, by the 

Spirit's leading and not his own, we know that 

Solomon is not talking about absolute autono-

my.  In fact, it is an autonomy based on autono-

my's opposite.  The man who has a trustworthy 

inner compass is the man who has trained him-

self to listen completely and solely to God.  This 

has honed his soul to a fine edge; yes, he is 

sharp, like the two-edged sword that has sun-

dered and shaped him away from his old self in-

to something new.   

   But did God shape him into a mindless drone?  

A little tin soldier who only salutes to keep from 

thinking? 
   Apparently, God intends to reinstall His image 

in us such that we really are His representa-

tives.  It would not accurately represent God for 

us to be machines.  God is free of any compul-

sion except His own righteousness, and that is 

how He will have us also. 
   So the mature Christian will be so remolded 

as to be a truly fitting vessel for God's will.  He 

will not be an anomaly; His practice of right-

eousness will be from his real nature.  Actually, 



 

  

he will finally be 'at home' with his matured 

Christian character guiding him. 
 

   Contrary to the upright, the cunning man (the 

one who, from the Hebrew word, operates from 

'under cover'; he puts forth appearances to cover 

his true intentions, thus seeking to work situa-

tions and people to his own advantage) is guided 

by his natural inner subversiveness/ manipula-

tiveness.   

   Unfortunately, this man seems to have the 

run of the board, doing what comes naturally 

without having to relearn anything.  A little of 

his mischief goes a long way (Eccl. 9:18). 
   However, this very inner impulse, convincing 

him of its great advantage, is only growing as a 

wave that will come crashing down on him.  It 

will be the beast he arrogantly rides until it 

bucks him and eats him.  The beast is named 

subversiveness (from a root meaning ‘to 

wrench’).  The man whose mind is all one big 

map of how he will manipulate his little world 

into the shape he wants or pay back anyone 

frustrating him is not truly guided along a path 

as is the upright; instead, he is driven by his 

own desires.  They are his master, so he can 

never really be his own master.  He is the one 

Jesus describes: 
 

John 8:34    Whoever practices sin is the slave of sin.  
 

   So which do you give evidence of being: a free 
man guided by a God-trained character, or a 
droid whose defective programming is on a 



 

  

course for meltdown? 
 

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Riches 
• Righteousness 
 

Their Characteristics: 
 

• Can't hold off  vengeance 
• Delivers from death 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

   Solomon now returns to his first theme state-

ment of the 'proverbs proper' (chapters 10 - 31).  

Proverbs 10:1 was a summary of the underlying 

theme (authority) of the introductory chapters (1 

- 9); Proverbs 10:2 opened the ‘proverbs proper’ 

by introducing Proverbs'  fundamental charac-

teristic- righteousness: 
Pro 10:2  Treasures of wickedness profit nothing, but 
righteousness delivers from death.  
 

Proverbs 11:4   

Riches do not profit in the day of wrath,  

but righteousness delivers from death.  

 



 

  

   The second half of 10:2 and our verse today 

are identical.  The first halves are similar, with 

two intriguing differences:  In 11:4 it is just rich-

es by themselves, and their uselessness is in ref-

erence to a particular situation.  Actually, Solo-

mon could not have said that riches 'profit noth-

ing' without qualification, because: 
 

Eccl 10:19  A feast is made for laughter, and wine makes 
merry; but money answers everything.  
 

   Riches do profit, just not in any ultimate 

sense. 
   Our verse today suggests that riches are an 

especially lame offering in the 'day of wrath.' 
 

   So what is this 'day of wrath'?  The first day of 

wrath a Christian might think of would be Judg-

ment Day, a day in which God's just anger is fi-

nally brought to its sentencing point on all un-

believers.  This is, indeed, the ultimate Day of 

Wrath Solomon is referencing.   
   But this proverb also refers to any other day of 

reckoning, whether by God, such as in the de-

struction of Jerusalem, or by man, such as a 

king who is angry, 
 

Pro 19:12  The king's wrath is like the roaring of a lion ... 
 

   or by anyone whose anger will accept no ran-

som: 
Pro 6:34, 35   For jealousy is the rage of a man; therefore 
he will not spare in the day of vengeance.  He will not 
take any ransom; nor will he be willing if you multiply 



 

  

the gifts.  
 

   Solomon is trying to create the greatest possi-

ble tension in our minds between righteousness 

and any of its competitors.  Men see money do 

marvelous things here on earth; they implicitly 

put their trust in it.  Solomon seeks to break 

that spell by simple logic:  will money turn back 

the anger of an offended king or a jealous hus-

band?  Then why would you think it has any re-

al power? 
   But righteousness, though not exchangeable 

on Wall Street, is a far more dependable com-

modity.  It is Christ's righteousness that has de-

livered us from death: 
 

Rom. 5:17  ... those who are receiving the abundance of 
grace and the gift of righteousness shall rule in life by 
the One, Jesus Christ.  
 

   It is righteousness in our lives that indicates 

Christ's righteousness is actually ours: 
 
John 3:7   Little children, let no one lead you astray; the 
one practicing righteousness is righteous, even as that 
One is righteous.  
    
   We praise God for the gift of righteousness 

(justification), and we pray God grants ample evi-

dence of our justification by our sanctification 

(righteousness in our lives). 
   Those who do not have this foundational right-

eousness (justification) and its supporting evi-

dence (sanctification) will find the most powerful 



 

  

human tools of deliverance useless:  
 
Ezek 7:19   They SHALL THROW THEIR SILVER IN THE 
STREETS, and their gold shall be an impure thing.  Their 
silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in 
the day of the wrath of Jehovah.  They shall not satisfy 
their souls, neither fill their bowels; because THEIR INIQ-

UITY has become A STUMBLING-BLOCK for them.  
 
Zeph 1:14, 15   The great day of Jehovah is near; it is near 
and rushing greatly, the voice of the day of Jehovah.  
The mighty man shall cry bitterly there.  That day is a 
day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of 
waste and ruin, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day 
of clouds and thick darkness, ... 
Zeph 1:18   Their SILVER NOR THEIR GOLD will NOT be 
ABLE TO DELIVER them in the day of Jehovah's wrath; but 
the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of His jeal-
ousy.  For He shall make even a full, yea, a speedy end of 
all the dwellers in the land.  
 

    Summary:  Taking what we’ve learned about 

righteousness so far, it would seem fair to say 
that RIGHTEOUSNESS is the MOST POWERFUL 

FORCE ON EARTH.  Wouldn’t that be true of any-

thing that could beat Death?  That seems to be 
Solomon’s point.  What’s the one thing man 
can’t beat?  Death (which, of course, is because 
Death is just the ‘hired gun’ of Sin).  Righteous-
ness, then, would be God’s ‘hired gun.’  Only it’s 
a gun He also teaches us to shoot ourselves. 

    This view of Righteousness is the only one 
that will cause us to prize and seek it as much 
as Solomon seems to.



 

  



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   We had completeness listed as a characteris-

tic in 11:3; now we have it listed as a person- the 

complete; sometimes translated the perfect or 

the blameless. 
   The Hebrew word for "wicked" carries the idea 

of violating or disturbing. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The complete / mature man's righteousness 
• The violator's violation 
 

Their Activities: 
 

• Straightens his path 
• Causes him to fall 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 
   This is the second of three proverbs in a row 
about Righteousness.  It actually ties the other 
two together.  They both speak of righteousness 

delivering; this one tells how righteousness de-

Proverbs 11:5

 The righteousness of the complete  

keeps his way straight, 

but the wicked falls by his own wickedness. 

  



 

  

livers- by straightening the road taken: no side 
roads into dangerous territory. 
   Notice that a complete man cannot be com-
plete without righteousness.  It is righteousness 

that has made him complete and which contin-
ues to straighten the path before him. 
   Most men really don't want righteousness (no 
different, really, than saying that they don’t 

want God).  They wouldn't mind having the ben-
efits that come with Righteousness, like deliver-
ance from death, but the righteousness itself is 
not their cup of tea.  This is why their path is 
not straight; there is no righteousness there to 
straighten it. 
 
   The alternative to a straight path, is, of 

course, a crooked one, or else one that angles off 
of the straight path.  This is the path the disobe-
dient takes.  The disobedient man may be very 
focused on a goal, and he may feel he is heading 
straight towards it; but without righteousness to 
guide, his own desires make the direction of his 

soul quite inconsistent.   
   Our proverb today tells us where this skewed 
path leads, and it is not to any destination the 
man chose.  All goals in unrighteousness lead to 
the same place, or actually the same condition- 

and that is the traveler fallen.  He falls by the in-
creasing obstacles in his path or the increasing-
ly treacherous bends in the road; he falls be-
cause the road runs too near a cliff or simply be-
cause he has wearied himself to make sense and 
satisfaction out of that which can never help or 
heal. 
   This takes the 'internal guidance system'  



 

  

of the good and bad man (from 11:3) one step 
further.  Now we see that it is more than a com-
pass but is also a road paver, an asphalt layer.  

It not only charts the course, it actually lays out 
the course.  If Righteousness were a machine, it 
would be a huge one!  … and yet its quality as 
an internal guidance system make it more com-
pact than a pocket compass.   
   Righteousness is no schoolboy quality to Solo-

mon.  He sees a world-shaping power that com-
pletely and profoundly impacts its owners.  
When we see it that way, we will desire it as we 
ought.  Until we desire it greatly and desire it for 
what it truly is, we shall not have it; but we 

shall have collapse.  We may glory in collapse as 

the wicked do and call it a great thing, but it is 
eventually utter breakdown in the presence of 
God.  Faith sees the breakdown now and calls to 
the Savior, "Heal my lameness!” 
  

 
 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The upright is the morally "straight" man we first 

met back in 11:3. 
   That's where we also met Mr. Cunning, mean-

ing ‘covered one’, doing things under cover. 
   The Hebrew for "evil desires" is alternately trans-

Proverbs 11:6 

 The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them,  
But the cunning will be trapped by evil desires.  

  



 

  

lated by both desires and evil, so evil desires 

(World English Bible), perhaps overly diplomatic, 

may capture the right sense. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The upright man's righteousness 
• The cunning man's evil desires 
 

Their Activities: 
 

• Delivers him 
• Traps him 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

   Now number three in this three-verse dis-

course (11:4 - 6) on righteousness.  This verse is 
something of an amplification of the delivering 
power of righteousness from 11:4.  There the de-
liverance was simply compared with the impo-
tence of riches to rescue.  Now the activity of  
deliverance itself is being compared to an oppo-

site activity- entrapping.  Upright men are set 
free, crafty fellows are snared. 
   Once again, Solomon is showing us how natu-
ral two ways of life are to men.  Two 'internal 
guidance systems', again, are each as normal to 

their possessors as are their facial features.  

"The righteousness of the upright" means right-
eousness is the upright man's natural posses-
sion.  The evil desires of the cunning man are 
equally native to him.   



 

  

   The only difference is that the upright man is 
contending with another nature inside him, con-
tinually suppressing it, overcoming it, and being 
humbled by it: 
 
Rom 7:15   For what I work out, I do not know. For 
what I do not will, this I do.  But what I hate, this I do.  
 
   The sin in our members always has an unset-
tling effect, but the new heart of the born-again 
man is programmed towards righteousness: 
 
Rom 6:18   And having been set free from sin, you were 
enslaved to righteousness.  
 
   The cunning man, the fool, and wicked man of 
Proverbs has only one nature.  Still, we will find 
proverbs that show that he is fighting against 
both himself and the order of the universe in his 
rebellion against God.  For the present, we see 

that he is ensnared by his own schemes- 
schemes that he intended to procure him maxi-
mum freedom and leverage! 
   Solomon has already said basically the same 
thing about the wicked in the introductory chap-
ters: 
 
Prov 5:22   The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare him. 
The cords of his sin hold him firmly.  
 
   Again, the righteous man still has the experi-
ence of this within himself.  He still knows the 
binding power of sin whenever and to whatever 
degree he gives in to it. 
   Remember, Paul was a blameless man and he 



 

  

confessed this inner conflict.  It was the fact that 
the battle was fought in the soul's domains that 
no sins could actually ensnare Paul (become ac-
tion or habit); and so with any blameless man.  

Blamelessness, the natural end of righteousness 
'seeded' in the life, is what God equips each be-
liever for: 
 
1 Thess 5:23  May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
completely.  May your whole spirit, soul, and body be 
preserved BLAMELESS at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
   The blameless man will rise above every mach-
ination of the devil, the world, and his own old 

nature; he will not be trapped by them.   

    The righteous man can still fall (not in a mor-
al sense), but, having fallen, has the power to 

rise and engage the battle again, wiser and 
humbler, to be sure: 
 
Prov 24:16  For a righteous man falls seven times, and 
rises up again; But the wicked are overthrown by ca-
lamity.  



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The word “schemer” ["unjust"] in this verse was 

translated "iniquity" or "mischief" in 10:29.   
   About half the translators and commentators favor 

translating it according to a virtually synonymous He-

brew word meaning "strength."  So the verse would 

be: 
Prov 11:7  At the death of a wicked person, his  hope 
vanishes.  Moreover, his confidence in strength van-
ishes.  
  

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

 

Being Compared: 
 

• The wicked man's expectation 
• The mischievous man's hope 
 
 

Their Activities: 
 

• Vanishes at death 
• Vanishes 
 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 11:7

 

  



 

  

 
   After three proverbs about the powers of right-
eousness, we have this contrasting proverb 

about the impotence of unrighteousness. 
   It may seem a too-obvious reality that an un-
righteous man's hopes disappear at his death, 
but the unspoken contrast is to the foregoing 
verses- that the righteous man's hopes are still 

quite alive, in fact, never quite so alive as when 
he dies.  11:7 is a 'double negative' (both halves 
of the verse are about the bad guy), because we 
need the force of this repetition to convince us 

that the expectations of unbelievers actually do 
vanish when they do. 
   Ask yourself, what are the hopes of most men?  

Just that they will accomplish something while 

they live, or that they will be remembered for it 
when they die?  Although many men will say 
that they know they will be forgotten when they 
die, their actual hope is the opposite.  They ac-

tually live for the opposite- being remembered, 
having something of themselves continuing into 
the future.   
   Men build their lives towards what they hope 
to leave after them; or else what they attach 
themselves to that will last beyond their own 
lifetimes.  They may simply live as Americans, in 

hopes of the good America will continue to do; or 
as citizens of the world, in hopes of world peace 
and harmony someday.  The fact that they 
dreamed it along with everyone else makes them 
a part of it.   
   Isn't this, in fact, how men live?  Isn't this why 

a proposed hope of heaven is rather hollow to 
them?  Their hopes are here on earth. 



 

  

   So Solomon seeks to train our eye of faith to 
see this reality.  We live in a world which spins a 
very convincing illusion, whether by the force of 
numbers, our ease of deception, or, more to the 

point, by our fallen insistence that there IS an-
other way besides God's. 
 

   Therefore, our main need in coming away from 

this verse is to realize how easily duped we are 
about the staying power of the world's dreams 
and how utterly duped they themselves are.   
   It is our wisdom to awaken and stay awake 
from this dream, and to kindly, or roughly if 
necessary, awaken as many other sleepers (we 

should say unbelieving sleepers, but there are 

many believing ones too) as God will graciously 
allow. 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The word for "distress" could be literally 

translated "a tight spot." 
 
 Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Proverbs 11:8  

The righteous is delivered from distress,  

and the wicked goes in instead of him.  

  



 

  

Being Compared: 
 

• The righteous 
• The wicked 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• Delivered from a tight spot 
• Walks into the tight spot 
 

Teaching of the Verse:    
 

   The first point worthy of note is that tight 
spots do not catch God by surprise.  He plans 
them.   

   If a tight spot is not one of our own making (by 
disobedience), God wants to teach us to trust in 
His delivering power in the distress and learn 
how little delivering power we or anyone or any-

thing else has.  Even if the tight spot is because 
of our disobedience (because of our natural af-
fection for idols), He still wants to teach us de-
pendence in the tight spot along with repent-

ance. 
 
   The real teaching of the verse is a truly re-
markable one.  The righteous man is in a diffi-

culty, God rescues him, then the wicked man 
bumbles along and falls into the difficulty from 
which the righteous man was just delivered.   

   Narrow pits can be quite dangerous in the 
Middle East.  Imagine a good man fallen into a 
pit.  God sees to it that he has a way out. This 

much is not surprising.  Next, though, a bad 
man's course has somehow been designed to 



 

  

find that newly vacated pit- and in he falls! 
   Now first, does God actually 'micro-manage' to 
this point, actually mapping out everyone's path 
so as to bring an unbeliever to a pit a believer 

has just gotten out of?  In answer, just fast-
forward to another proverb: 
 
Prov 20:24   Man's steps are of Jehovah; how can a man 
then understand his own way?  
 
   According to this, God does 'micro-manage' 
our paths.  The question is, does He 'make our 

choices for us,' or does He simply use the choic-
es, or kinds of choices, we ourselves freely make 
to accomplish His ends?  To answer whether 

God can 'flip a switch' in the soul to create a 
selfish desire in us: 
 
Jam 1:13  Let no one being tempted say, I am tempted 
from God. For God is not tempted by evils, and He 
tempts no one.  
 
   God made us so that we are the only source of 
our evil choices. 
   Can God arrange circumstances such that He 

knows/ directs exactly which evil choice we will 
make? 
 
Exod 14:17  And behold! I am about to harden the hearts 
of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them.  And I will 
get honor for Me upon Pharaoh, and upon all his army, 
upon his chariots and upon his horsemen.  
 
   No doubt about it.  The point remains, it is 
still an evil choice we freely make, a plan we 



 

  

ourselves desire, not one implanted or contrary 
to our wishes.  Since we know this 'hardening' is 

not God causing a sin in us, it has to be a pro-
cess that allows our own nature to take its nor-
mal course.   
   That is like the same sun that causes grass to 
grow in one place, but mud to harden, crack, 
and break in another.  Grass has one nature, 
mud another.  The influence of the sun simply 

furthers each nature.  In the verse above, the 
Egyptians were completely following their own 
desires to harm the Israelites.  God had simply 
orchestrated matters so that that particular 
freely-made choice was the one they would cer-

tainly choose. 
 
   So back to our verse.  The tight spot a right-
eous man escapes, a wicked man enters.  God's 
blueprint could certainly hold that much detail.   
    In a general way, it simply means that there 
is enough temptation in the world that good 
men will be constantly avoiding it and bad men 

will be constantly stepping into it.   
    
   Solomon wishes to be a bit more particular.  
For instance, a good-looking man propositions 
his Christian neighbor.  She refuses.  He contin-
ues on the hunt, and her non-Christian neigh-

bor accepts.  There, our verse today has come 
true (sadly in part).  The righteous was deliv-
ered; the unrighteous stepped in.  It happens all 
the time. 
 
   Solomon is still furthering his lessons from 
11:4 - 6 on the delivering power of righteous-



 

  

ness.  This makes us wonder how 11:7 might 
contribute to the discussion, since 11:8 now ap-
pears to be a continuation.   
   Proverbs 11:7 is simply showing us the com-

plete lack of delivering power in unrighteous-
ness.  Solomon has now tightly wrapped the 
package of his teaching with this bow:  not only 
are the righteous delivered from trouble, the un-
righteous actually receive the trouble instead. 
 
   Hopefully, this degree of Providence does not 

make us feel claustrophobic.  The only one with 
a reason to feel closed in is the wicked.  It would 
do him well to see the imprisoning effects of sin.  
We are to take from this verse the liberating and 

spacious feeling righteousness gives: 

 
Psalm 18:36  You have made a wide place under me for 

my steps, so that my ankles have not slipped.  
 
 



 

  

11:9 - 15



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The "ungodly" are literally the "soiled," the 

"polluted."    
   The word for "corrupting" means to ruin. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The soiled 
• The just / righteous 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

 Ruining his neighbor by what his mouth says 
• Being delivered by knowledge 
 

Teaching of the Verse:    
 

   Here, then, is the last in this series of prov-

erbs (11:4 - 9) on the delivering power of right-

eousness and its companions– in this verse, its 

companion knowledge. 

   Here we have a very insidious power of evil in-

deed,: the tongue with its gossip or its flattery.  

This tongue has the power of a 'simple' fever 

Proverbs 11:9 

The ungodly is corrupting his neighbor  

with his  mouth,  
but the just is delivered by knowledge.  



 

  

that turns into pneumonia; though a beggarly 

invader when compared in raw strength to the 

other forces from which righteousness delivers, 

it is very wasting and therefore fitly held until 

the end of the series.  It is the evil that can well 

pull a man down when others cannot. 

   And here we have a hero worthy of the rescue:  

knowledge.  Knowledge- so despised in our day.  

Where did knowledge get such a bad reputation?  

Does anything in Scripture pit knowledge 

against sincerity, love, or zeal?  One would think 

it must from the unkind comparisons almost 

universally drawn.  One would think Christians 

would appreciate a capacity so integral to their 

salvation: 

 

Isa 53:11  ... By His knowledge the righteous One, My 

Servant, shall justify for many, and He shall bear their 

iniquities.  

 

   A quality for lack of which the Jews are not 

saved: 

 

Rom 10:2   For I testify about them that they have a zeal 

for God, but not according to knowledge.  

 

   The resource which Paul said made him supe-

rior to the false apostles in Corinth: 



 

  

 

2 Cor 11:6   But though I am unskilled in speech, yet I am 

not unskilled in knowledge. 

 

   A Christian grace near the very foundation of 

Peter's list of nine: 

 

Pet 1:5, 6   But also in this very thing, bringing in all dili-

gence, filling out your faith with virtue, and with virtue, 

knowledge;  and with knowledge self-control, and with 

self-control, patience, and with patience, godliness ...  

 

   The only time knowledge gets a bad rap is 

when it is partial: 

 

1Cor 8:1  But concerning the sacrifices to idols, we know 

that we all have knowledge.  Knowledge puffs up, but 

love edifies.  

 

   This was only a partial knowledge, one that 

acknowledged that idols were fake but which 

failed to acknowledge that weak brothers' needs 

were real.  Full knowledge always acts in accord 

with love. 

 

   So how does knowledge rescue us from the 

schemes of our neighbor of soiled soul? 

   First, knowledge informs us about man in 

general, just as Jesus' knowledge did for Him: 



 

  

 

John 2:24, 25   But Jesus did not commit Himself to 

them, because He knew all and did not need that any-

one should testify of man. For He knew what was in 

man. 
 

   We will know that our neighbor is a hu-

man, capable of inflicting damage by the 

tongue. 

   Secondly, knowledge will guard us against 

others’ nice appearances and flattery: 

 

Prov 26:24  He who hates pretends with his lips and 

stores up deceit within him.  

 

   Thirdly, knowledge will give us indicators that 

something bad is working behind the scenes, 

such as when our friends begin mysteriously 

picking fights with us: 

 

Prov 16:28  A perverse man causes strife, and a whisper-

er separates close friends.  

 

   And the list could be greatly lengthened; for 

without knowledge, how could we hope to know 

whether to avoid such a neighbor, how to pray 

to God concerning him, how to guard our own 

tongues in response, etc., etc., etc. ?  All these 

needed answers come to us by Scriptural 



 

  

knowledge alone. 

 

   True knowledge is merely an adjunct of right-

eousness (see Peter's list above).   

    The destructive tongue can work much dam-

age.  God's power to deliver is greater still; and 

He delivers through what He teaches us, through 

knowledge. 
 

 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

 

 

Their Two Outcomes Respectively: 
 

• The city rejoices at their good 
• There is shouting when they are undone 
 
Teaching of the Verse:    
 

   Now we have entered into one of several sec-

tions on human citizenry and government, as 

signaled by the phrase "the city."  We have 

moved further than individual considerations 

now. 

   A necessary preliminary comment is the fact 

that Scripture writers under Divine influence do 

Proverbs 11:10   

When it goes well with the righteous, 

the city rejoices.  
When the wicked perish, there is shouting.  

   

  • The Righteous 

 /       

•  The condition of the city with regard to   

 \  

  •  The Wicked 



 

  

weigh into political matters, and they do so with 

the same terminology, concepts, and authority 

as in other areas of life.  We see that God does 

not march up and down around the earth, com-

menting and commanding on every other area 

under the sun, only to pull up short at the doors 

of City Hall to do an about face and march 

away, back to His proper business. 

   In fact, one could make a very good case that 

political matters are, in one sense, the most im-

portant to God: 

 

 1 Tim 2:1, 2  I exhort therefore, first of all, that peti-

tions, prayers, intercessions, and givings of thanks, be 

made for all men:  for kings and all who are in high plac-

es; that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all god-

liness and reverence.  

 

   The first matter Paul is concerned to lay down 

for pastor Timothy in the proper ordering of a 

church is praying for the world, especially its 

leaders.  Why?  Because their decisions affect 

the well-being of the church, and we are to pray 

that their decisions lead to our tranquil and qui-

et pursuit of reverence and piety.   

 

   In our proverb today, the government is only 

one aspect of the overall well-being of a city.  



 

  

Solomon divides his observation by what hap-

pens to the righteous as a group and the wicked 

as leading individuals.   

   In the well-being of the righteous he implies 

wise governing officials making it so.  The wick-

ed man in this proverb is obviously a very influ-

ential person, as implied by his undoing becom-

ing public knowledge. 

   The usual categorization of influential men in 

a city is two-fold: the political leaders and the 

rich: 

 

Eccl 10:20   Don't revile the king, no, not in your 

thoughts; And don't revile the rich in your bedchamber: 

For a bird of the sky may carry your voice, and that 

which has wings may tell the matter.  

 

   Our proverb today speaks of the downfall of a 

notorious criminal as well, but the main point is 

about the overall, ongoing disposition of the 

hearts of citizens by the day-by-day, city-wide 

treatment: 

 1) of the righteous or 

 2) by the wicked. 

   When decisions that favor the righteous are 

made, everyone is blessed.  The righteous are 

the salt by which the world is preserved, fla-

vored, and healed ("You are the salt of the 



 

  

earth", Matt. 5:13).  If their fortunes are good, 

the land as a whole shares in the bounty.  The 

common man may not attribute it to this, but Sol-

omon is telling us that this is the actual predic-

tor of citizens' morale.   

   Solomon is also telling us that men have 

enough sense to realize that wicked men have 

burdened them.  Men will heave a sigh of relief 

when an immoral man is taken from power or 

influence, even if they had to give a show of sup-

port for that man because of political pressures, 

etc. 

    We may even have a somewhat reliable gauge 

as to how wicked a ruler was.  The more satu-

rated he was with evil, the greater will be the re-

lief at his demise. 

 

   How are things going in our land?  Do govern-

mental decisions favor the righteous?  Or do the 

righteous more and more have to take cover?  

The answer to this should heat up the earnest-

ness of our prayers for leaders which Paul en-

joined in First Timothy above. 

 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The "blessing" of the upright is their prayer of 

blessing for the city. 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 

 

• The blessing (coming from the mouth / prayer) of 

the upright 

• The mouth (words) of the unrighteous 
 

 

Their Outcomes: 

 

• The city is lifted 

• The city is pulled down 

 

Teaching of the Verse:   

 

   We just quoted it for the previous proverb: 

 

Proverbs 11:11   
By the blessing of the upright is a city exalted,  
And by the mouth of the wicked thrown down. 

  



 

  

 1 Tim 2:1, 2   I exhort therefore, first of all, that peti-

tions, prayers, intercessions, and givings of thanks, be 

made for all men:  for kings and all who are in high plac-

es; that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all god-

liness and reverence.  

 

   We are to pray for our government/ land.  By 

these prayers, God intends to bring His blessing 

within the boundaries of our named homeland.  

The amazing effectiveness of these prayers may 

be illustrated in country/city-directed prayers 

by upright Abraham (for Sodom), Moses (for Is-

rael), Elijah (against Israel), and Jeremiah 

(prayer forbidden for Israel). 

   The awful effectiveness of wicked mouths to 

destroy cities/countries is seen in wicked king 

Sihon (whose counsel to forbid Israel's passage 

led to his country's destruction), Absalom (who 

stole Israel's heart and kingdom by flattery, 

leading to much destruction), the false prophets 

who declared peace so the Israelites would not 

listen to Jeremiah's warnings (leading to the de-

struction of Jerusalem), and the Pharisees and 

Sadducees (whose counsel against Christ led to 

Jerusalem's destruction once again). 

   The example of Jeremiah above, forbidden to 

pray, is a pointed example of how effective a 

Christian's prayers are.  God has designed pray-



 

  

er such that we are supposed to receive what we 

request, with an important proviso: 

 

1 John 5:14  And this is the confidence we have toward 

Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He 

hears us.  

 

   Our prayers must line up with Scriptures (= 

God’s revealed will, the only will of God we can 

pray according to), which they cannot do if we 

don't know Scripture both in its particulars 

(individual verses) and in general (how verses tie 

together throughout the Bible, in their appropri-

ate categories).  A Scriptural prayer is so 

'automatic' that John goes on to warn us of the 

one prayer request we should not ask: 

 

1 John 5:16  If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not 

unto death, he shall ask; and He shall give life to him, to 

the ones not sinning unto death. There is a sin unto 

death. I do not say that he should ask about that.  

 

   In Jeremiah's day, Israel had sinned just such 

a “sin unto death” (the continuous refusal to re-

pent, specifically).  Therefore, Jeremiah was told 

three different times: 

 

Jer 7:16  "Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift 



 

  

up a cry or prayer for them, nor make intercession to 

Me; for I will not hear you.  
 

   God might have let Jeremiah vent his petitions 

in prayer and simply have answered No, except 

that He had bound Himself to hearing such 

prayers made Scripturally, and He did not want 

Jeremiah making unscriptural, and therefore 

negatively answered, prayers. 

 

   Who knows if we have passed that same point 

in America?  If we do not repent, there would 

apparently come a time when Christians also 

would be ill-advised to pray for America.  For 

now, assuming that God is still receiving such 

requests, our blessing of America would certain-

ly be fairly restricted in form; that is, we would 

not be praying, "God, bless this land that has 

honored You."  Rather, our prayers and actions 

would need to follow the formula: 

 

2 Chron 7:14   if My people, who are called by My name, 

shall humble themselves and pray, and seek My face, 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 

Heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land.  
 



 

  

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The heartless (senseless) man 
• The discerning man 
 

Their Characteristics: 
 

• Disrespects his associate 
• Remains silent 
 

Teaching of the Verse:   
 

   This may be another proverb on city affairs, 

since the two previous ones are and another one 

two verses further is.  Prov. 11:12 would stand 

as well without any governmental connection, 

but it is surely an appropriate comment towards 

a nation or community as well.  Those who re-

fuse to get along with others are simply being 

stupid.  Why make trouble in the group, since 

it's just going to be trouble for yourself?  Some-

one like this surely “lacks heart” (= fails to be 

Proverbs 11:12   

One disrespecting his associate  

lacks heart,  

but a discerning man remains silent.  
  



 

  

fully, sensibly human), letting his arrogance or 

anger rule him to his own hurt. 

   The discerning man keeps himself silent, 

meaning he might have justification to speak, 

but he purposely holds it back.  From this van-

tage point of silence, not under compulsion to 

vent his feelings, he can judiciously consider 

whether and how to approach the problem.  

What could he say, if anything, that would not 

enflame the situation, firstly?  What advice 

could he kindly offer that might actually help 

the poor fellow?  Yes, he might imagine what 

kind of difficulty his associate has experienced 

that has made him irritating.  Most often, when 

we learn of a trial in another's life, we become 

much more understanding, even about other-

wise quite unacceptable behavior. 

   When we find ourselves saying bad things 

about others, we need to pull up short.  Espe-

cially if we have a confidant- a spouse, sibling, 

or friend with whom we speak freely- it is very 

easy to 'trash' an irritating person as personal 

therapy.  In reality, though, this would be like 

amputating someone else's head to cure my 

heartburn.  I still have my heartburn afterwards, 

and now, instead of being rid of the problem, it 

stares at me as a display fixed in my trophy 

room.  As our proverb tells us, this is utterly 



 

  

senseless and calls into question our makeup as 

truly sentient creatures. 

 

 
 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The word "secrets" means intimate counsels, 

things spoken in confidence.   
   The word for "going" is the common word for 

"walking"; so, "Someone going about with slan-

der."  The word "slander" itself comes from a word 

connoting travel.  The Gossip is someone whose 

influence extends into the community. 
   To "keep hidden" in Hebrew means to "cover." 
   "Matter" is also "word.” 
 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Someone who proceeds with slander 
• A faithful spirit 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• Uncovers private matters 
• Covers a matter/ word 

Proverbs 11:13   
One going with slander is a revealer of secrets,  
but the faithful of spirit keeps a matter hidden.  

  



 

  

Teaching of the Verse:   
 

   The contrast is very large.  The Gossip is not 

only a revealer of things, but a revealer of private 

things, things not intended or appropriate for 

public discussion.  The man of faithful spirit 

makes information a matter of property and 

wouldn't give information belonging to others 

away; that would be like stealing.  It is not his, 

but the other's to give, as he wishes. 

   [Theological note:  Therefore, in a day in which 

we see others' property generally disrespected, 

we will probably also see a rise in slander.  That 

connection certainly seems to be holding true in 

our day.] 

 

   The Gossip senses the natural power of infor-

mation.  This power is quite real.  In a very true 

sense, to know is to control; and the more con-

trol a Gossip desires, the more dangerous he is.  

Most Gossips are content with the limited con-

trol of shaping you in others' opinions.  The 

Mega-gossip wants to dance all the rest of us as 

puppets, if possible. 

   The power of gossip is as powerful as hu-

man language + the human spirit, unfortu-

nately.  God gave us magnificent gifts, but 

this also means we can (and do naturally) 



 

  

use them to hurt magnificently.  Oh, the 

power of innuendo!  Also, the effectiveness of 

saying something nice about someone, but 

so couched as to lower our audience's opinion of 

them!  Such naturally clever and murderous be-

ings are we! 

   Solomon would have us wise as to the subtle-

ties of the Gossip.  Much gossip is not subtle 

but marketed as properly public information.  

We must be unsupportive (to our own embar-

rassment if necessary) of this type of gossip as 

well.  Gossip is a form of false witness 

(Remember the ninth commandment?) 

 

   In our own communications, we start with a 

basic respect for others.  We respect their lives, 

so we would not murder them with hateful 

words; we respect their reputations, so we would 

carefully weigh our words any time we talk about 

them.  If it is something to which they might ob-

ject if present, don't say it, unless we do so en-

listing another witness TO GO TO them.  Fur-

thermore, if we wouldn't wish this type of infor-

mation divulged about us, don't say it.  It does 

not matter whether what we are saying is 'true' 

or not.  False witness– harmful witness, can 

come from factual information. 

 



 

  

   What are we if we cannot hold to this stand-

ard?  Per our proverb, an unfaithful spirit. 

 

   Are there any faithful spirits in our day?  

Those who innately sense the rights of others to 

privacy and fair play?  Who is offended when 

they hear gossip?  Who goes further and stands 

up against gossip?   

   Gossip becomes (has become) a national way 

of life.  Even the way news is reported continual-

ly crosses the boundaries of gossip. 

 

Psa 12:1 - 3   Help, Jehovah, for the godly man ceases; for 

the faithful fail from among the sons of men.  They 

speak vanity each one with his neighbor; with flattering 

lips and a double heart they speak.  Jehovah shall cut off 

all flattering lips, the tongue that speaks proud things.



 

  

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   This Hebrew word for "counsels" is always plural.  

It means steerage (from a root connoting the 

winding of ropes). 
 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• No (words of) guidance 
• Plenty of  advisors 
 

Their Outcomes in that Order: 
 

• The people fall 
• Safety / deliverance 
 

Teaching of the Verse:   

 

   A fitting finish to our brief paragraph  on gov-

ernment (11:10 - 14).  Here a word about the 

people, for what is a nation except the people in 

it?  It is true that the character and destiny of a 

nation is determined very largely by its leader-

 Proverbs 11:14   

In the absence of counsels the people fall,  

but safety is  in an abundance of advisers.  

  



 

  

ship, but what the leader himself has at the end 

of the day is a people.  This proverb tells us that 

if the people don't get good guidance, they be-

come disconnected and cannot act as a body.  

They fall apart or fall together into bad counsel 

and habits. 

   The most fundamental idea of this proverb, its 

implied prerequisite, is that leaders must com-

municate to their peoples.  Leaders can become 

unrelated to their people.  If there is a communi-

cation gap between them, the people become like 

a body without a head.   

   With this understood starting point, it is sug-

gested that the top leader(s) should have a varie-

ty of viewpoints to help decide the national poli-

cies they will then communicate to the people.  

A wise connection to make, then, would be that 

prudent leading figures from among the popu-

lace should convey from the common man's per-

spective how government should judiciously im-

plement its policies. 

 

   These same principles are exactly transferable 

where there is any body of people.  A church op-

erates by the same law.  A plurality of elders is 

essential; if not, then an elder with very spiritual 

deacons.  In a church, a variety of perspectives 

among the leaders is for the purpose of deter-



 

  

mining what the word of the Lord is and how it 

shapes the direction of the church. 

   Frankly, any wise nation will also put God's 

counsel first.  How can they do better for stand-

ards of right and wrong than God's own laws? 

 

   Even in very small groups, even those without 

any official affiliation except perhaps friendship, 

a limitation of viewpoints is eventually very stag-

nating.  Any body exists by the life flowing be-

tween its members, and communication is the 

life spoken of here.  Even if there is a definite 

leading person, his quality is marked by his 

ability to sound others' opinions, at least the 

opinions that are most likely to be helpful in a 

given situation. 

 

   Has America become a counsel-free nation?  

The news media is a natural outgrowth of the 

need for peoples to communicate and debate.  

As our news media has become dominated by 

one ideology, we have slipped very far from a 

healthier body politic. 

   Perhaps the key element in all this is that a 

people must be guided, not catered to.  People 

need to be reminded, for instance, of their natu-

ral selfishness and shaken out of their laziness.  

Guidance implies that humans don't naturally 



 

  

head in the right direction.   

    Our leaders for many years have rather ca-

tered to the people, trading favors for votes.  

They will not risk offending the people.  This is 

not guidance.  This is a leader as a phantom 

projection of the group itself, pleasing itself.  

This is a people fallen or falling. 

 
 

 
 

Words of the verse: 
 
   The first two words in the Hebrew text are both 

forms of the word for "evil." 
   "Striking hands in pledge" is our 'signing on the 

dotted line', agreeing to make monthly pay-

ments for something we're not paying cash for. 
 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The one who becomes collateral for a stranger 
• The one who is averse to unsecured loans  

 Proverbs 11:15  

It fares ill, nothing but ill,  

with him who is collateral for a stranger; 
But he who hates striking hands in pledge  

remains in tranquility. 

  



 

  

Their Two Outcomes: 
 

• Pernicious evil 
• Confidence 
 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

   Here is a proverb on money matters, borrow-

ing in particular.  

   Solomon has already weighed in on the sub-

ject of debt back in chapter six: 

  

 Prov 6:1 - 5    My son, if you are surety for your friend, if  

you struck your hands with an alien, you are snared 

with the words of your mouth; you are captured with 

the words of your own mouth.  My son, do this then, 

and deliver yourself when you come into the hand of 

your friend: go lower yourself and be bold to your 

friend.  Do not give sleep to your eyes, or slumber to 

your eyelids.  Deliver yourself like a gazelle from a hand 

of a hunter, and as a bird from the fowler's hand.  

 

   If you have borrowed money with a promise to 

pay it back by a certain date, or pay it back little 

by little, get yourself out of such a situation at all 

costs, Solomon pleads.  As he warns later in 

Proverbs: 

 

 Prov 20:16   Take the garment of the one who is surety 



 

  

for a stranger, and take a pledge from one who guaran-

tees for strangers.  
 

   Go ahead and take the shirt off his back; it's 

as good as gone.  There simply is no way for this 

kind of financial philosophy to work.  It's not 

that you might not be able to pay it back this 

time or the next.  It's that the nature of life is so 

unpredictable that you'll eventually gamble away 

(because all you're doing is gambling when you 

simply trust that circumstances will continue on 

their present course, that you will have the 

money to repay, that nothing unexpected will 

come up) everything you have, or at least things 

you really can't do without. 

   This is basically an admonition for a cash-only 

financial philosophy.  If you want to buy some-

thing that costs more than you have, save until 

you have enough; don't buy on credit. 

   It has been suggested that there is a possible 

exception to this prohibition:  that would be 

when the item purchased on credit increases in 

value, so that if you cannot make the payments 

on it, you at least should be able to sell it for no 

less than you paid for it.  Of course, about the 

only type of purchase that nearly always appre-

ciates in value is land.  Even then, there is no 

ironclad guarantee. 



 

  

towards the purchase of land for their children.  

Begin saving at their birth or before in order to 

buy them a place to move into at their marriage 

debt-free.  Or let each child begin saving to-

wards his own land purchase as soon as he is 

old enough to work.  A first purchase would 

probably be modest, but as the ethic of saving 

continued, upgrades would be affordable as the 

years progressed. 

 

   We live in a time when business and personal 

bankruptcies are at an alarmingly high level.  

This is because we have ignored 

Solomon's injunction.  We have not hated unse-

cured loans; they have rather become a normal 

way of life.  Debt loads higher and higher, and it 

eventually breaks our backs.  It is a 'bad evil'.   

 
   May God's people, and all men, find our way 

back to a financial philosophy that  

doesn't enslave us to debt, following our en-

slavement to undisciplined spending impulses.  

God's way leads to our confidence, safety, secu-

rity, and tranquility. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

11:16 - 22



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

Words of the verse: 
 
   "Honor" is from a Hebrew word essentially con-

noting weightiness.  It is used of God's "glory."  It is 

used frequently in Proverbs of the glory the godly 

attain. 
 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The woman of  grace 
• The tyrannical 
 

Comparison: 
 

• She retains honor 
• They retain riches 
 

Teaching of the Verse:  
 

   This is the first comparison of its kind.  It is using 

an understood to explain a non-understood.  Solo-

mon gives us the retaining power of oppressive men 

as something commonly known in order to teach us 

the similar retaining power of a gracious woman.   

   We also have our first proverb on women.* 

   The word for "grace" is used 69 times in the Old 

 Proverbs 11:16 

 A gracious woman maintains honor,  

and tyrannical men maintain riches.  

  



 

  

Testament, mostly in terms of someone finding 

'favor' in the eyes of another.  It is even used of the 

gracious effects of Messiah's lips in Ps. 45:2.  It is 

similar to any individual trait in that when it is sep-

arated from a comprehensive godliness of life, it can 

lead astray (so Prov. 31:30, "Favor [our word for 

'grace'] is deceitful"; but which is also true of isolat-

ed knowledge, 1 Cor. 8:1; and isolated love, 1 Thess. 

4:9 with the previous paragraph, 4:3-8). 
 

   Our proverb focuses on grace as a positive trait of 

a godly woman.  The gracious woman, the woman 

who understands how God made her and why God 

made her as woman, not just as human, will retain 

honor. 

   How did God make her? 
 
 1 Pet 3:7    You husbands, in like manner, live with your 
wives according to knowledge, giving honor to the woman, 
as to the weaker vessel 
 

   The woman is the fine china, the man the wooden 

bowl (hopefully a nice wooden bowl with no splin-

ters).   

   Notice, it doesn't say the man is a strong vessel.  

We should rather infer that he is also a weak vessel, 

and she merely weaker, especially with such testi-

mony as Ps. 103:14, "He remembers that we are 

dust."  We are all marked 'Fragile', but she is addi-

tionally marked 'Handle with Tender Care'.  This is 

how God made her, if she will but embrace it. 
 

   Why did God make her? 
1 Cor 11:9   And the man was not made for the woman, but 



 

  

the woman for the man.  
 

   If how God made her is a hard pill to swallow (in 

our age of feminism), why must be nearly poison!  

But the gracious woman will actually enjoy and flow 

with her natural qualities of womanhood.  She was 

not meant to be the leader but the support.   

   So some men are not meant to be the head coach, 

but the offensive coordinator, and as such they have 

their greatest effect on the team.  They may actually 

be a more direct benefit to the team than the head 

coach, but they don't mind the head coach being in 

the spotlight, because he has to shoulder the overall 

responsibility.  Plus, the offensive coordinator 

wouldn't be able to 'do his thing' with the X's and 

O's if he was head coach, because he wouldn't have 

the time with all his other responsibilities. 

   So woman should see her limited role as an ad-

vantage.  She gets to do what she's good at, what 

she receives most fulfillment from, and she doesn't 

have to worry about the larger concerns which occu-

py her husband.  Her domain is the home: 
 
1 Tim 2:14,15    ... and Adam was not deceived; but the wom-
an, having been deceived, was in transgression.  But she shall 
be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and love 
and holiness with discretion. 
 

   The Christian woman is seen as correcting the de-

ficiency of Eve and the fallen feminine nature in gen-

eral by making her children her 'church'.  Notice, 

"she" shall be saved if "they" continue.  Her sanctifi-

cation is bound up in her children's sanctification. 

   She really is the offensive coordinator: 



 

  

 
Psa 127:4, 5  As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, so are 
the children of the young.  Blessed is the man who has filled 
his quiver with them; they shall not be ashamed, for they 
shall speak with their enemies in the gate.  
 

   Paul essentially told Timothy that the woman was 

the arrow preparer.  She makes the children spiritu-

ally battle-ready.   

   Will God fail to honor her for this just because 

there is a husband over her 'getting the glory'?  No, 

even her family will recognize the woman thus com-

fortable in her God-given role: 
 
Pro 31:28   Her children rise up and call her blessed, her hus-
band also, for he praises her 
 

   She retains honor, just as our proverb says.   

   There are many temptations to abandon her prop-

er feminine grace, but she maintains it.  She makes 

herself fully vulnerable, recognizing that she will 

never be the head; but she thus locks glory to herself 

tighter than any tyrant who ever greedily guarded 

his gold. 

   Oh, for women who would once again recognize 

this great benefit!  How it would benefit us all!  Oh, 

how we have hurt without it! 
 

❖ 
 

*  If it were not for the Holy Spirit's ultimate authori-

ty in the writing of Scriptures, we would probably be 

suspicious of any advice Solomon gave on women, 

since he married too many of them (Deut. 17:17), 

and they eventually turned his heart from God (1 

Kings 11:4).  But Solomon is no more qualified to 



 

  

write about kingship or wisdom as areas of his per-

sonal expertise than he is about women.  What 

Scripture writers knew truly, they knew because of 

knowledge transferred by God.  Furthermore, Solo-

mon's mistakes with women didn't preclude his ac-

curate knowledge of them; it simply meant he acted 

contrary to what he knew to be true, as is, unfortu-

nately, very common with human knowledge vs. hu-

man actions. 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   "Merciful" comes from a Hebrew word mean-

ing "kind." 
   "Cruel" comes from a root meaning to act 

harshly. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 
Being Compared: Comparison: 
 

• The kind man   •  Benefits his soul  
• The harsh   •  Disturbs his flesh  
 

 

Teaching of the Verse:  

 Proverbs 11:17 

A merciful man does good to his own soul,  
but the cruel troubles his own flesh.  

  



 

  

 

   The man who extends kindness brings good back 

upon himself all the way down to his soul.  The man 

whose soul is shaped by harshness sends forth trou-

ble that affects his own body.  The kind man, of 

course, does good to his body as well: 
 

 Prov 17:22  A cheerful heart makes good healing, but a 

stricken spirit dries the bone.  
 

   The harsh fellow already has a distorted soul.  This 

proverb is telling us that his inner deformity will af-

fect him through and through.  His body, his flesh, 

will even feel the affects of his meanness. 
 

   The contrast highlighted is between the two ways 

men treat themselves based on their attitudes to-

wards and treatment of others.  One whose philoso-

phy is to treat others well, is, in effect, treating him-

self well.  He doesn't set out to benefit himself direct-

ly, but his kindness extended comes back to him in 

many ways.  The unkind man certainly  

doesn't intend to hurt himself by his vitriol, especial-

ly not his own body, but his mangled soul simply 

can't sustain a healthy body. 
 

 Prov 14:30  The life of the body is a heart at peace, But envy 

rots the bones.  
 

   Prov. 14:30 tells us that the cruel man of Prov. 

11:17 needs a 'healed heart' before he can begin 

healing his body.  Whatever drives him to inflict pain 

(and sometimes it is the very pleasure of it) must be 

recognized and stopped.  Even if his meanness is a 

reaction to some deep pain inflicted upon himself, 



 

  

this excuses his harshness even less.  He knows 

what the pain feels like; therefore, he ought to be the 

first to withhold it. 
 

   A whole society can become cruel.  Some call it be-

coming 'dehumanized'.  In a heartless society, the 

pain inflicted by making fun of others, etc., is not 

even taken into account.  Then, strangely, we are 

horrified at young people committing murder.  What 

should we expect when they've been brought up in a 

culture where the point of even comedy is to hurt 

others?  Notice, we're only talking about the lighter 

side of life, poking fun, etc.  We're not even talking 

about the hard-core meanies. 
 

 Lam 4:3   Even the jackals draw out the breast; they suckle 

their young. But the daughter of my people is cruel, like the 

ostriches in the wilderness.  
 

   A kind man is swimming against the current in 

our day.  Most 'kind' people aren't really kind, 

they've just withdrawn.  A truly kind person has 

tasted and is therefore extending the kindness of 

God: 
 

 Eph 4:31, 32   Let all bitter, sharp, and angry feelings, 

and noise, and evil words, be put away from you, with 

all unkind acts;  And be kind to one another, full of pity, 

having forgiveness for one another, even as God in 

Christ had forgiveness for you.  
 
 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The wicked 
• The one who sows righteousness 
 

What They Receive in Order: 
 

• A lying wage 
• A true reward 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

   Our proverb is comparing the two different 

'earnings' that come to believing and unbelieving 

men.  It speaks of 'wage' and 'reward' in a general 

sense, meaning whatever is received in return for a 

certain input.  The ungodly do what they do in life 

expecting a return of one kind; in reality, they receive 

quite a different 'payday'.  The Christian worries 

more about inputting the right kind of activity- right-

eousness to be exact- but in so doing, he makes his 

reward sure, and one that is pleasantly in accord-

ance with the good he has done.  The real contrast 

in the proverb is between what the ungodly vainly 

expects and what the faithful man harmoniously 

brings about.  The one is a disconnect, the other a 

Proverbs 11:18 

  The wicked is getting a lying wage, 

But whoever is sowing righteousness- a true reward. 

 



 

  

satisfying connection.  
   The unbeliever is putting in all his time on earth 

anticipating a certain payoff: happiness, rest, pleas-

ure, achievement, possessions, recognition, some 

combination of these.  Our proverb says these are 

lying wages because they don't pay off.  Not only are 

they empty because they are limited to this life, 

whose light grows dim quickly and is out suddenly, 

but they do not pay the expected dividends even 

when achieved.  Whatever momentary satisfaction 

they give wears off.  When we hear an older person 

boasting about what they once had or experienced in 

life, we realize the unsatisfying nature of earthly 

paydays.  It will be no different for us.  The joys 

don't sustain us.  The accolades don’t remain.  Ad-

mirers are always crowded out by envious irritants.  

This is the special outcome for those who prized 

earthly joys first. 
   The follower of Christ, on the other hand, has al-

ready had a reckoning with the nature of this life.  

His God has told him of the vanity of this world be-

cause of sin, of the punishment after this life be-

cause of the same.  He has learned of the redemp-

tion that is in Christ; he has been remade in His im-

age.  Now he seeks to do as Christ did: make the will 

of God his food and satisfaction.  The good things of 

this life are gratefully received, but they are enjoyed 

with a knowledge of their almost symbolic nature.  

They are only shadows of what once was before sin, 

and shadows of what will be when righteousness is 

all that remains.  Until then, righteousness itself is 

the only genuine investment: the one that pays as it 

promises.  Everything else clings to the dust from 



 

  

which it arose.  It must be used with wariness not to 

abuse it: 
 

1 Cor 7:29 - 31   But this I say, brothers, The time is short. It 
remains that both those who have wives should be as not 
having one.  And they who weep are as though they did not 
weep.  And they who rejoice are as though they did not re-
joice.  And they who buy are as though they did not possess.  
And they who use this world are as not abusing it, for the 
fashion of this world is passing away.  
 

   What Paul is saying is that it is very easy indeed to 

place value in this life itself.  This, though, is decep-

tion.  It is easy to think we are using the world in 

thankfulness to God when we are really only satisfy-

ing ourselves. 
 

Mat 6:19 - 21   Do not lay up treasures on earth for your-
selves, where moth and rust corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal.   But lay up treasures in Heaven for 
yourselves, where neither moth nor rust corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal.  For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.  
 

   There are two entirely different perspectives.  Of 

course, there are plenty of pseudo-heavenly philoso-

phies which are merely varieties of unBiblical asceti-

cism (rough treatment of the body to better the 

soul); but true 'heaven-heartedness' does include 

fasting, for instance, as Jesus had said just prior to 

His quote above.  Fasting, as one for-instance, 

shows whether ‘our money is where our mouth is’.  

There is a certain regimen I impose on myself, know-

ing how easily I am lulled into earth-satisfaction: 
 
1 Cor 9:27   but I chastise my body, and bring it into servi-



 

  

tude, lest by any means, having preached to others- I myself 
may become disapproved. 
 

   And then there are the spiritual disciplines I im-
pose on myself in order to be heavenly-minded:  

chiefly, Scripture internalization and prayer.  Most 
professing Christians show that their true hope is in 

earthly satisfaction by their neglect of these. 
 

    There is even another kind of wage the religious 

wicked work for, as Jesus said: 
 

Mat 7:22, 23   Many will say to Me in that day, Lord! Lord!  
Did we not prophesy in Your name, and through Your name 
throw out demons, and through Your name do many won-
derful works?  And then I will say to them I never knew you!  
Depart from Me, those working lawlessness!     
 

   And there we have, just as plainly as the desired 

wage itself,* the deceptiveness of it exposed by the 

payday Jesus actually hands out. 
 

   So what wage will you receive?  If your plan is any-

thing besides sowing righteousness, your harvest/ 
payday will be bad. 
 

Pro 22:8   He who sows iniquity shall reap vanity; and the 
rod of his anger shall fail.  
 

Hos 10:12   Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mer-
cy; break up your fallow ground.  For it is time to seek Jeho-
vah, until He comes and rains righteousness on you.  
 

Psa 97:11  Light is sown for the righteous, and for the upright 
of heart- joy.  
 

*  The religious wicked desires a heavenly reward for strutting his 
own righteousness, including pseudo-meekness. 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Righteousness 
• Evil 
 

Outcomes in Order: 
 

• Life 
• Death 
 

Teaching of the Verse:   
 

   It is just as sure that the man living righteously 

(which assumes Christ's imputed righteousness as 

his foundation) attains life as it is that the man pur-

suing evil attains death.  That is Solomon's point.  

He is assuming that some of his lessons on right-

eousness have sunk in.  If you know these things are 

true about righteousness, Solomon says, you can be 

just as sure that this is conversely true of sin.  
   Why is this important to know?  Because the mer-

cies of God are so abundant among men, we are 

prone to get the idea that righteousness pays good 

dividends, but unrighteousness only withholds divi-

dends, or just pays inferior dividends.  Wicked men 

Proverbs 11:19 

 As righteousness leads to life, 

So he who pursues evil  

pursues it to his own death.  

 



 

  

usually don't get what they deserve immediately; 

God is patient with them.  Does this mean He won't 

have the heart to follow through on His severe warn-

ings?  Solomon is telling us that the character of 

God is such that He could no more withhold the 

wicked man's due punishment than He could the 

righteous man's reward. 
   Once someone gets 'in the know' with God, the 

question is actually reversed.  How can any man be 

considered righteous with God?  How can God avoid 

punishing us all and still be just?  This is Paul's ini-

tial enigma in the book of Romans whereby the Gos-

pel becomes a vindication of God's righteousness. 
   But most men, even men who have learned that 

God is just, find the eternal punishment of the wick-

ed a hard pill to swallow.   
   We know Solomon is not talking about physical 

death in this verse.  Not all evil men die as a direct 

result of their evil pursuits.  But all unbelieving men 

do die eternally because of their sin: 
 
 Rev 21:8  But for the cowardly and unbelieving, and those 
having become foul, and murderers, and fornicators, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all the lying ones, their part will 
be in the Lake burning with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death.  
 

   What is death?  Essentially, separation.  The death 

the wicked dies is eternal separation from God.   

    Annihilationism teaches that unbelievers aren't 

punished eternally, they are simply taken out of ex-

istence, annihilated.  The Annihilation theory is the 

result of the unpleasantness men find in the idea of 

eternal punishment.  They somehow think God just 



 

  

couldn't do that.  Solomon has news for them.  If 

there is a conscious consequence for righteousness, 

there is also a conscious consequence for unright-

eousness. 
   What?  You think God couldn't stand to see men 

suffer?  He not only can tolerate it, He is a necessary 

eternal witness to His own just sentence: 
 
 Rev 14:10, 11  he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is prepared unmixed in the cup of his anger. He 
will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the 
holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.  The smoke of 
their torment goes up forever and ever. They have no rest 
day and night 
 

   This would be pretty deceitful language if it really 

meant God was just going to extinguish unbelievers 

out of existence.   
   Furthermore, there is no basis for our own rela-

tionship with God if we are not to fear Him for real 

punishment.  Annihilation is not punishment; it is 

the forgoing of reward, perhaps, but it is not punish-

ment.  Jesus tells us to base our relationship with 

God partly on the knowledge that He punishes, and 

punishes like no other can: 
 
 Luke 12:4   And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do.  But I will warn you of whom you shall fear: 
Fear Him who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into 
hell. Yea, I say to you, fear Him.  
 

   This warning would make no sense if God could do 

no more harm after He cast someone into hell.  But 

that is what Annihilationism teaches.  Rather, the 



 

  

'casting in' is just when the harm begins. 

 
   Notice that Jesus not only teaches a real fear of 

God, He teaches it to His friends.  He is telling us 

that our knowledge of and relationship to God is de-

ficient apart from the acknowledgment of Hell.  Solo-

mon is teaching us this same proper fear.   
   No one would fear a Hell or a God that would 

merely puff them out of existence.  An earthly prison 

would be more fearful than that if it merely put a 

mind-numbing device on a prisoner!  The prisoner 

would fear being alive while separated from his own 

existence.  This, at least, would be a type of death.  

Annihilation is no type of penal death.  It mocks all 

these Scriptures, including our proverb today. 

 
   The Church is ripe in our day for another revival of 

Annihilationism, as when the Jehovah's Witness 

movement was born over 100 years ago.  Christians 

are embarrassed of Hell.  We've been given a lopsid-

ed Gospel, heavy on love and mercy, short on justice 

and punishment; we already avoid the doctrine of 

Hell at every turn. 

 
   Solomon is reasoning with us today that when we 

rob God of real consequences for sin, we essentially 

rob Him of rewarding righteousness with Life as 

well.  The one God authors both consequences.   
   He who denies it denies the glory of God residing 

in all His attributes.  He who receives it can walk in 

the fear of God. 
 

 



 

  

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew word for "crooked" means distort-

ed. 
   The word for "hateful" is also translated abomi-

nation, as in 11:1. 
   The word for "mature" is literally "complete." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The devious-hearted 
• Those whose way reflects spiritual adulthood 
 

Their Descriptions in Order: 
 

• Hateful to Jehovah 
• Delights Jehovah 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

   Interestingly, God's two reactions to these catego-

ries of men are the same two He has towards deceit-

ful vs. accurate weights in 11:1.  There we empha-

sized God's passion for righteousness even in buying 

and selling.  The fact that His reactions are the same 

towards men underscores this. 

Proverbs 11:20   

They who are of a crooked heart  

are hateful to Jehovah,  

but the mature in the way are His delight.  

 



 

  

   Now we query, are we reading this correctly?  Is 

the devious-hearted himself hateful to Jehovah?  Is 

it not his deviousness that God hates?   

   Here we are dealing with one of those Christian 

maxims which we probably considered an accurate 

summary of Scriptural truth:  "God loves the sinner 

but hates the sin."  The question in the light of our 

present proverb is whether or not this is actually a 

Scriptural axiom.  Rather than lay too much im-

portance on our proverb immediately, let us consid-

er another passage or two: 
 
Psa 5:5, 6  The arrogant shall not stand in your sight. You 
hate all workers of iniquity.  You will destroy those who 
speak lies. Yahweh abhors the blood-thirsty and deceitful 
man.  
 

   These verses seem rather clear and emphatic.  

God apparently hates not only sin but the one pro-

ducing it as well.  The Psalmist later goes even fur-

ther: 
 
Psa 11:5  Jehovah tries the righteous; but His soul hates the 
wicked and the one who loves violence. 
 

   God not only hates, His very soul hates the wick-

ed!  This hate is apparently intrinsic to His nature.  

Really, this should not be too surprising to us.  If we 

had ever considered God's attitude towards Satan, 

we might have realized the illogic of thinking He 

could hate no one.  For most people, God hating Sa-

tan does not seem unreasonable.  Well, they need 

only extend the logic of why God hates Satan to why 

He could also hate a wicked person, for they would 



 

  

be one and the same reason. 

   We should briefly note that Solomon has already 

spoken of God's hatred of the wicked in Proverbs: 

 

Pro 6:16  These six Jehovah hates; yea, seven are hateful to 
his soul: ...  

     [then the sixth and seventh items on the list:] 

Pro 6:19  ... a false witness who speaks lies, and he who caus-
es fighting among brothers.  
 

   The last two things God hates in this list are cer-

tain kinds of people.  We must seek to avoid their 

characteristics, as we must avoid being devious-

hearted, the hateful quality in our verse today.  

Theological Point:  Not to belabor this, but some 

will now be left thinking they must choose between 

these verses and the ones that say that God loves 

everybody.  The question is, where are those verses?  

The Bible teaches that God is kind to all men, even 

His enemies, but that does not mean He loves them.  

There is no verse that says that God loves every man 

or all men.  The one verse appearing to say this is 

John 3:16, which is, of course, why it has become 

the theme verse for our generation.  What John 3:16 

actually says is that God loves the "world," Greek 

word kosmos, meaning 'system, arrangement', not 

exactly like our word 'world'.  To love the 'system' of 

mankind only means that He loves men from among 

all categories of men, which, if you go back and read 

Jesus' discussion with Nicodemus in this passage, is 

exactly what Jesus is teaching him: God loves Gen-

tiles, not just Jews.  



 

  

 

   On the other side of Solomon's spectrum is the 

man in whom God delights, and that is the man who 

is 'complete' in the way/ path of life.  God, then, is 

not pleased with Christians who fail to take the 

Scriptures and grow up spiritually by them: 

 
Heb 5:12 - 14    For when by reason of the time you ought to 
be teachers, you again need to have someone teach you the 
rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of God. You 
have come to need milk, and not solid food.   For everyone 
who lives on milk is not experienced in the Word of right-
eousness, for he is a baby.  But solid food is for those who are 
full grown, who by reason of use have their senses exercised 
to discern good and evil.  
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   "Hand to hand" is the literal Hebrew phrase open-

ing the verse.  Most translators and commentators 

take this as meaning the joining of hands in a show of 

solidarity.  Hence, the meaning would be, "Even 

though men plot together and stick together, their 

evil plans will still be punished." 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Proverbs 11:21 

Though hand join to hand,  

the evil shall not be innocent,  

but the righteous seed escapes.  
 



 

  

Being Compared: 
 

• A bad man 
• Descendants of  the righteous 
 

Outcomes: 
 

• Shall not be innocent (despite solidarity) 
• Escape (trouble / accusations) 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

     In this verse we have a clear indication of God's 

providence.  Only if He is in ultimate and final con-

trol of all things can He insure that the unruly are 

not counted innocent.  Only if His sovereignty is 

complete can He promise that not only the righteous 

but their descendants will escape in a time of trou-

ble or false accusations.  And both of these futures 

He lays down as sure in this proverb. 
   Does this mean that the unrighteous will never 

even be temporarily counted as innocent among 

men?  No,  It means that God will eventually over-

rule such an injustice.  Further, does this verse 

mean that the righteous or their descendants will 

never be given into the hands of their enemies?  No, 

it simply means that when God chooses to test His 

servants with such trials, He will be bringing them 

out the other side unharmed.  This He does even for 

His martyrs who die for Him.  Once they are in His 

heavenly realm, they are safe indeed; they have es-

caped.  Never once have God's enemies had the last 

say. 
   Another teaching of this verse: God promises His 



 

  

mercies not only to His servants, but also to their 

children, even to their grandchildren: 
 

 Psa 103:17  But the lovingkindness of Jehovah is from ever-
lasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, And his 
righteousness unto children's children 
 

   Of course, these children can call many curses in-

to their lives by disobedience, even to the virtual 

overriding of trans-generational blessings; but the 

blessings are there, faithfully supplied by God.  This 

explains many of the good things that happen to bad 

people.  It was not for their sakes, but for the sakes 

of their parents or grandparents (or even further 

back, continuing the word "generation" by ellipsis 

from Exod. 20:7 to 20:8, "thousands of generations 

of those who love Me ..."). 
 

   This proverb puts an exclamation point on the de-

gree of favor God has for His own.  It also comforts 

them that the usurpers will not be in the ascendan-

cy for long, though they seem, from human perspec-

tive, to be protected from justice. 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   Most translations add "Like" at the beginning and 

"so is" before the second phrase to clarify the com-

parison.  "Like a gold ring in the nose of a hog, so is a 

woman who is lovely but departed from sensitivity." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Comparison Being Made: 
 

• A ring made of  gold 
• A beautiful woman 
 

Completion of the Comparison: 
 

• A pig’s nose 
• The woman's inner void of  discretion/ spiritual 

refinement 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    If you saw a pig with a gold ring in its snout, what 

would you say you had seen, a pig or an ornament?  

The only attention paid to the ring would be, "Why 

wasted on a creature that wallows in mud?"   

   Solomon is seeking to adjust our vision to see the 

same thing with outward beauty.  The outward 

Proverbs 11:22   

A golden ring in a pig's snout- 

A woman, beautiful but lacking deference. 
 



 

  

beauty is only a small thing compared to the inner 

person, which is the true reality; and outward beau-

ty is wasted on an inwardly ugly person. 
    We all naturally regard outward beauty with ad-

miration.  Solomon is not trying to give us contempt 

for beauty God has made; he is trying to bring us 

beyond the outward beauty alone to the true self.  

Unfortunately, outward beauty tends to be the sole 

reputation of its possessors.  Even more unfortunate 

is the tendency of those endowed with beauty to ac-

cept this admiration as a true evaluation of them-

selves.  We all cooperate in this masquerade togeth-

er.  Solomon is trying to bring us to the ball's end.  

Time for the unmasking. 
 

   Outward beauty can work harmoniously with in-

ward beauty, but that happens only when the in-

ward beauty is regarded as the true value, and the 

outward beauty is treated with its true temporary, 

non-permanent value.  Otherwise, outward beauty is 

only a mockery. 
   Beautiful women know they have power by their 

beauty.  Women in general know they have an allure 

to men.  This attraction is a good, God-given gift, but 

it is meant to be nurtured and prepared for one life 

partner, and then only as a complement to a wom-

an's inner appeal.  When women make their goal to 

'sell' their outward appearance, their God-given fem-

ininity can easily be diverted to this purpose.  Wom-

en very naturally develop a stance (pose), walk, 

tones with which to speak, words to convey vulnera-

bility (of special appeal to male vanity), a way to look 

at men, all for appeal.   



 

  

   Furthermore, there is a great deal of competition 

in the female world.  Women easily figure out what 

kind of  women the men are paying attention to.  

Women fear that if they don't compete, the man they 

want will be taken by another. 
   Unfortunately, a man usually wants a woman for 

her beauty.  When he marries a gal who majored on 

looks, he'll only have to wait a year or two for an 

amazing transformation.  He will no longer see the 

golden ring he married, he will only see the huge 

swine attached to it (Where'd that thing come 

from?!), lumbering around his house, uprooting and 

destroying anything of value, wallowing in conceit 

and self-indulgence. 
 

   As an item of farm analogy, rings are actually used 

in pig's noses to discourage them from rooting up 

the ground.  The Jews would have known this from 

neighboring countries, since they presumably would 

have owned no pigs.*  The pigs' nose rings wouldn't 

have been golden, of course.  Solomon makes it a 

golden ring in his analogy to highlight an incongrui-

ty.  The golden ring illustrates the natural beauty 

God designed in femininity.  Solomon is saying that 

the gold ring of woman's femininity is there to keep 

her from 'rooting around' for earthly satisfaction 

when her goals should be heavenward.  How tragic 

when a woman turns the reminder to its reverse use

– to find merely earthly satisfaction!      
 

   Peter summarizes this teaching in his admonition 

to women: 
 



 

  

1 Pet 3:3, 4   Let your beauty be not just the outward adorn-

ing of braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of 

putting on fine clothing; but in the hidden person of the 

heart, in the incorruptible adornment of a gentle and quiet 

spirit, which is in the sight of God very precious.  
 

   God made women to be beautiful, but primarily 

inwardly.  This inward beauty must be nurtured so 

the woman can be pleasing to God who made her.  If 

she is pleasing to God, she will also be pleasing to 

her husband, who will find her a treasured orna-

ment he will cherish, no pork surprise thrown into 

the bargain. 

 
 

*  There would be nothing wrong with an Israelite owning a pig, 

for instance, as a kind of ancient trash compactor.  He simply 

couldn't eat the pork. 



 

  



 

  

11:23 - 29



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

  

 
 

 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The longing of  the righteous 
• The expectation of  the wicked 
 
Their Descriptions in Order: 
 

• Only good 
• Arrogance/ presumption  OR  wrath/ anger    
     (two translations of the Hebrew word) 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 
    Two similar but not identical capacities of men 

are being compared.  Longing is being compared 
with expectation.  In some ways a longing is an ex-

pectation, since both regard the future.  But an ex-
pectation is not always a longing, since the future 
may hold something undesirable.  So in our verse.  

The wicked's expectation for the future is hrbu, from 

a root word that just means 'across', or 'opposite of'.  
It is usually translated 'wrath', but in Prov. 21:24, 

for instance, most translations render it 'pride' or 
'arrogance'. 
    By the first translation option, the ungodly's ex-

pectation is arrogance, meaning that what he hopes 

Proverbs 11:23   

The longing of the righteous is only good; 

 the hope of the wicked is  arrogance.  
 



 

  

for itself is unfounded, sense he presumes upon the 

God who alone controls the future.  By the second 
translation, the ungodly man's expectation is wrath, 

not in the sense that he looks forward to it, but 
simply in the very strict sense that wrath is his fu-

ture: God's wrath upon him, that is.   

 
    This hope or expectation is being compared to the 

godly man's longing or desire.  Solomon says that 
the affections stirred within the heart of a righteous 

man are always good ones.  Of course, Solomon 
would not deny the inner part of the Christian which 
contests his righteous desires; he is simply saying 

that there is a real inner longing in every born-again 
creature which is solely produced by his righteous 

born-again nature, that part of him which produces 
only good. 
 

    The righteous man's desires are the foundational 
concept for Solomon's teaching here.  They are being 
used to convey the contrasting notion of the unright-

eous man's hopes.  The righteous man is the new 
standard of the universe.  It looked like unrighteous-
ness was going to win the day, but Christ came and 

is creating a great populace of men freed from 
pride's dominion: 
 

 Jam 1:18   Of His own will He brought us forth by the word 

of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His crea-

tures.  

 

    By the new will within these, His servants, we can 
see the wickedness of our old wills, the will still in 

the sons of pride.  It had seemed normal to be self-
centered and self-seeking; now we know it is not.  

The new standard shows every future wish of the 
godless to be an act of arrogance.  It shows that the 



 

  

only real hope they have is a final reckoning by God 

with their distorted inclinations.  The only just end 
He can bring about for them is a perpetual interface 

with His wrath. 

 

Application: 

 

    Are there good desires flowing from your soul?  
This is an accurate indicator of whether or not 

you've been born again.  What are the longings spe-
cifically?  What defines them as good?  Let us test 

ourselves and see whether righteous longings are 
flowing or whether they have been stopped up in our 
spirits. 

    Were they flowing once but are stopped up now?  
Let us seek and learn repentance. 

    Were they always stopped up?  All who call on 
Yahweh’s name as freer from the dominion of sin 
will be rescued.  That is His promise. 
 



 

  

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Someone who disperses 
• Someone who withholds what is rightly due 

 

Their Two Outcomes: 
 

• Increases 
• Comes to a state of  lack 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 
    Both halves of this comparison are given as para-

doxes.  First, someone who is busy dispersing his 

possessions would seem to be subtracting from his 

total, but somehow, he ends with more than he had.  

Then, someone who withholds his possessions (for 

whatever reason) would seem not to be subtracting, 

yet he ends up with less. 
    What is Solomon telling us here?  This is a lesson 

in the 'magic' of both generosity and stinginess.  

There is a math in the universe that is not only un-

seen but seems to work contrary to what is appar-

ent to us.  Yet Solomon says Do your ‘physics’ and 

you'll find it to be so.   

Proverbs 11:24  
There is one who disperses and yet increases; 

 but one who withholds just due comes only to poverty.  

 



 

  

    If you could hold it in your hand, like two seeds, 

you could see it.  Plant one seed in the ground, and 

continue holding the other one.  The planted seed 

appears gone.  The ground seems a destructive 

place.  In fact, the seed in the ground is 'destroyed'.  

The moisture it takes in causes it to swell and burst; 

but what comes forth from the broken husk grows 

into something much larger than the seed was.  So 

the generous man's possessions.  The seed remain-

ing in the hand will ultimately shrivel up and be less 

than it was to begin with.  So with the miser's goods. 
 

    The real mystery of the physics of generosity is in 

the destruction.  Parting with my goods is a kind of 

destruction of them, from my point of view; yet this 

parting is what allows the goods to burst into in-

crease.  Someone who goes around thus, 'planting' 

here and there, is bound to be a beneficiary of the 

trees that grow up and begin to bear their own fruit. 
    Ah!  If only the unseen botany were so apparent!  

Unfortunately, unless we are touched by generosity 

ourselves, we usually trust our intelligence and in-

stincts and hold on to what we should be letting go 

of. 
    Our verse speaks of withholding what is due.  

Well, what is due?  Jesus, while rebuking the osten-

tatious 'generosity' of the Pharisees, nevertheless 

confirms the basic duty of Christians to help the 

poor: 
 

Mat 6:2  Therefore, when you do merciful deeds, ... 
 

    That's all the instruction we need:  WHEN we do 
merciful deeds; gifts for those who cannot do for 



 

  

themselves.  This is the main part of the answer to 

what is due.  Scriptures expand from there (to be 
continued).  The general idea is: 

 

Matt. 10:8  ... freely it has been given to you, freely give.  

 

    As is true in general, you can tell if someone has 
tasted of the generosity of God by whether or not he 
himself has become generous, helpful, sharing.  Any 

mercy with which God has benefited us will evidence 
itself in one way or another.  Our generous spirit is 

fairly obvious as a copy of His.  The man lacking 
generosity evidences God's generosity absent from 
his soul. 

 

 

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The "soul of blessing" is the soul that blesses others. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Illustrated: 
 

• A generous man  
 

His Descriptions: 

Proverbs 11:25 

The soul of blessing will be made fat;  

and he who slakes thirst will himself also be showered upon.  

 



 

  

 

• One who blesses others 
• One who slakes others' thirst 
 

His Outcomes: 
 

• Will be fattened 
• Will receive flow of  water 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is the second proverb in a brief series on 

generosity.  There is no contrast this time; both 

halves of the parallel describe the same person, the 

generous man.  The imagery is very rich: the "soul of 

blessing" begins the picture of a person who is a 

kind of center of good from whom those around him 

are enhanced.  As we learned in the previous prov-

erb, also on generosity, this soul blesses because it 

has been blessed; he can be a blessing center be-

cause he has received from God's central fountain of 

enrichment.   
    The description of his return blessing is that he 

will be "made fat."  This sounds a little odd to us an-

ti-fat Americans, but the picture is very simple and 

direct: a healthy person does not have ribs showing 

through his skin.  He receives enough nutrition to 

be 'fleshed out'.  God is saying that someone who is 

a channel of meeting others' needs will certainly be 

provided what he needs (quite contrary to indicating 

that he will be overweight or obese.  There are, by 

the way, three other proverbs that also use "fat" as a 

figure of blessing, 13:4, 15:30, 28:25). 



 

  

 
    The second half of the illustration is similar to the 

first in that the dispenser of good receives good.  

This time it uses the figure of water.  "He who slakes 

[others'] thirst" not only meets needs, as in the first 

half of the verse, but sees and meets specific needs.  

Someone is thirsty; he provides drink.  And what is 

his return from the God who sends rain, who fills all 

lakes and rivers and their sources?  He is "flowed 

upon" by Divine providences.  (The Hebrew word, 

usually translated "watered" in this verse, is trans-

lated thus so seldom that the Strong's Concordance 

missed listing it as an English rendering!  All of the 

other 83 times it is used are divided between the 

meanings 'point/ throw' and 'teach'- the basic con-

cept being direction.) 

 
    The Hebrew is emphatic: "he himself shall also be 

showered."  That is, make no mistake about it!  If it 

seems that he only gives and does not receive, it will 

not be so for long.  Waters will soon return in his di-

rection. 
 

    Now let us ask:  Are you a dispenser of blessing?  

Most people cannot be, because they have never rec-

ognized their basic inclination to selfishness.  Any 

kindnesses bestowed by the selfish are not because 

kindness is right or because God has been kind to 

them, but because 'kindnesses' are the only way to 

be thought well of.  Oh, how the approval of others 

motivates us; and it is not that we think so highly of 

them, it is that we think so highly of ourselves! 
    The basic transition in salvation is from selfish-



 

  

ness.  Selfishness was the nature of the first sin and 

remains the nature of all subsequent sin:  "I will 

bless myself."  This is automatically a denial of God's 

blessing. 

 
    So our proverb is a good Gospel verse.  It asks in 

a very simple way if we have been medicinally 

touched by God's grace.  It asks if we have returned 

to God's image as a giver, renouncing our former mi-

serly self-interest.  How can a Gospel of grace fail to 

touch a man this way if he is truly saved?  This our 

proverb forces us to ask. 

 
 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    One Hebrew word is used for "grain" in the first half 

of the verse; another Hebrew word for "grain" is the 

root word for "sells" in the second half of the verse.  

Since grain is the main commodity in an agrarian 

economy, it was used as a synonym for selling.       
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The one withholding grain 
• The one who sells 
 

Their Outcomes Respectively: 
 

• The community's curse 
• Blessings on the head 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Get ready to be offended, free-market American.  

Here is a verse telling you what to do with your own 

property!  Notice that it does not deny private owner-

ship as a blessing from God.  What it says is that if 

you use your property unrighteously, you will be the 

curse of the community.  God isn't saying, "It isn't 

yours, so use it for community good."  He's saying, 

Proverbs 11:26  

He who withholds grain, the community shall curse him;  

but blessing is on the head of him who sells.  
 



 

  

"It is yours, so use it for community good." 
    Notice also that you don't have to give it away to 

be generous.  Selling can still be a positive act of 

generosity, specifically in situations of community 

need. 
    There are many ramifications of this principle.  

One is that a businessman is a part of his communi-

ty.  He is not simply an individual out to make a 

buck.  We have largely lost sight of this in America.  

That's what happens when dollars take priority over 

people.  We continually insist that we have a right to 

make a profit, but we have forgotten that a profit is 

not really the bottom line.  There is another bottom 

line under the dollar amount: a fine print question 

asking, "Am I hurting anyone in making this mon-

ey?"   
 

    Remember, we're applying God's word to Chris-

tians here as servants who are under the command 

of their King.  It is true that anyone who refuses to 

sell in a time of need will be counted a curse, but a 

Christian is actually being directed by precept: God's 

expectations of his use of property.   
    "Blessing is on the head":  blessing on the head 

comes from the top down.  The community is not 

over me, so the blessing spoken of must be from 

God.  God tests our heavenly-mindedness by our 

use of earthly goods.  Are we so fearful of lack that 

we will not part with goods, even if others need our 

surplus (since a surplus supply is assumed here)?  

In that case, we are not rightly relating to God as 

our Provider and cannot expect His blessing on our 

heads: 
 



 

  

 Mat 6:30   Therefore if God so clothes the grass of the field, 

which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will 

He not much rather clothe you, little-faiths?      
 

     Perhaps it goes without saying, but if we are ex-

pected to provide sustenance for our community in 

time of need, are we not much more expected to 

supply them with spiritual bread, particularly the 

Scriptures and the Lord Jesus, in this age of spiritu-

al destitution? 
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    There are three Hebrew words with the idea of 

searching in this verse, here translated "making a pri-

ority," "pressing toward," and "becomes an enthusi-

ast." 
    The Hebrew word translated "make a priority" is lit-

erally "to dawn," with the idea of seeking something 

"early" (and so throughout the day). 
    

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

Proverbs 11:27 

The one making good a priority is pressing toward favor; 

and whoever becomes an enthusiast of what is evil,  

evil comes to him. 

 



 

  

• The one diligently seeking good 
• The devotee of  evil 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Is pressing towards (community) goodwill 
• It (evil) comes to him / finds him 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This would seem to be, at least partially, a further 

comment on the three proverbs on generosity just 

preceding, especially the previous one on community 

favor.  In that case, the particular evil warned 

against is the hoarding of my goods in time of com-

munity need.  The wording is not restricted to this 

application, though, and any pursuit of good or evil 

will yield the same outcomes. 

    The other kind of goodwill a good man is striving 

for is, of course, God's.  And lest we think it sacrile-

gious to put God's and man's favors side by side for 

the Christian, consider Paul's words: 
 

 2 Cor 8:21   Having regard for honorable things, not only in 
the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.  
 

    Obviously, God's honor comes before man's in a 

head-to-head contest, but how often is there really 

such a contest?  This is a very pertinent question in 

relation to our proverb today.  Christians tend to get 

in an 'us against everybody' mindset, and so we set 

our helpfulness outside the reach of the world.  "If 

they want to get saved, I'll help 'em; if not, they'll 

just infect me."  Such a person simply cannot make 



 

  

"good a priority" as our verse enjoins.  He has so 

narrowed the good he can do to others, he will be 

practically no good.  Again, we are specifically or-

dered: 
 

 Gal 6:10   So then, as we have opportunity, let's do what is 

good toward all men, and especially toward those who are 

of the household of the faith.  
 

    Two categories of men are listed.  Both are to re-
ceive our beneficence. 
 

    So the truly good man cannot snub his fellow 

man if he is to find God's favor.   

    Obviously, he must seek the higher good of God's 

presence even more diligently.  It is apparently a re-

peated theme throughout church history that God's 

people are not enthused by prayer, nor are they a 

people saturating themselves in Scriptures.  Only on 

relatively rare occasions does God mercifully charge 

the Church with spiritual energy to fully seek His 

face.  The rest of the time, He leaves us to our 'plain' 

authority as sons of God, and we simply, lazily take 

it for granted, leaving it unused.  We do not make it 

a priority to seek Him who is the very soul of good.  

No wonder, then, that we are not “favored” by God or 

man. 

    The worldling puts us to shame with his enthusi-

asm for trivialities, pleasures, all types of idols. 

    Solomon is phrasing this proverb as an encour-

agement, though.  He is using the word evil in a 

double entendre.  "He who seeks evil, it (evil) will 

find him," meaning, "He who pursues what is moral-

ly evil will have what is providentially evil come to 



 

  

him."  The encouragement is, "Be constant, Chris-

tian, in the pursuit of good, for it pays off.  Don't be 

tempted by the pursuit of evil, for it, too, pays off!"  

To put it in terms of the verse previous to our last 

one quoted: 
 

 Gal 6:9   But we should not weaken in doing good, for in 

due time we shall reap, if we do not faint.  
 

    And to echo the discouragement from evil, the 
verse prior to it: 
 

 Gal 6:8   For the one  sowing to his flesh will reap corrup-

tion of the flesh.  

 



 

  

 
 
    

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The one who takes refuge in his assets 
• The righteous 
 

Their Differing Outcomes: 
 

• Shall fall 
• Shall break forth with buds like a branch 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    It is amazing, the variety of ways comparisons can 

be drawn and the multitude of important points 

there are to be made by the variety. 

    Here we have a very effective lesson just in the in-

troduction of characters.  On the one hand we have 

someone who sees the power of money (remember, 

there is power in money, Prov. 10:15) and  puts his 

trust in it.  He is contrasted, not to the person who 

"puts his confidence" in something or someone else, 

but simply to "the righteous."  (Of course, the right-

eous is someone who puts confidence in someone 

else, namely, God: another nicely implied contrast.)   

Proverbs 11:28 

  He who trusts in his wealth shall fall;  

but the righteous shall blossom like a branch.  

 



 

  

    One point being rather starkly made, then, is that 

someone who trusts money cannot be a righteous 

person.  This is an undeniable, even a primary 

teaching of the proverb.  A righteous man is, by very 

basic definition, one who does not seek security in 

possessions.  If he is righteous by Justification, he 

has seen that there is no payment in the world that 

can purchase his soul from death.  Only the right-

eousness of Christ on his behalf can do that.  Pos-

sessions can never again take on a delivering power 

in his eyes (or if they do, God will shortly be correct-

ing his vision).  And if he is righteous by Justifica-

tion, he is also righteous by Sanctification.  His trust 

in Christ's saving righteousness will mean an active 

transfer of Christ's righteousness into his own life; 

hence, like Christ, he will learn to trust God to the 

exclusion of any other deliverance. 

    In view of the preceding proverb, we are certainly 

being shown the love of money as one of the pur-

suits of evil that brings evil things into one's life.  

The evil being invited here is that of falling flat.  

Again, it is not a denial that money can hold you up 

for a while, it is simply a promise that by it you will 

eventually fall.   

    Question: as it seems rather obvious that "In God 

We Trust" has been replaced by trust in the money it 

is printed on, how much longer can America avoid a 

major fall? 

 

    The righteous are said to flourish like a branch 

breaking forth into buds: kind of reminds you of Aa-

ron's rod.  Before conversion, we trusted in money 



 

  

and possessions as much as anyone else; then the 

greater Aaron, Jesus Christ, picked up the dead 

branch, and it has since been blossoming in His 

hand.  He attached us to Himself, and His Spirit has 

been working His fruit into our lives.  As branches, 

we are upheld by the Vine, not by money.  So the 

buds that break forth are not money-related.   

    There is great confusion on this point in the mod-

ern Church.  Many Christians look at money as a 

near fruit of the Spirit.  Our proverb today should 

send us running from such a thought.  We are only 

mirroring America's idolatry when we treat money as 

a bud that breaks forth on the branch of righteous-

ness.  Money is only a tool, and a little or a lot of it 

does not affect the practice of true righteousness.  

Money can only test whether we are really practicing 

righteousness, and American Christians are general-

ly found lacking by that test.  We wrongly look at 

money and possessions as the blessings, not as a 

means of blessing (remember the "soul of blessing" 

three proverbs ago?). 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Equated: 
 

• The disturber of  his own house 
• The senseless 
 
The Two Outcomes They Experience: 
 

• Inherits the wind 
• Servant to the wise of  heart 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    As in the last verse, a definition is being given just 

by the characters being introduced.  The person who 

troubles his own household is automatically being 

equated with the senseless (one of the Hebrew syno-

nyms for 'fool'). 

    Who is the one who vexes his own house?  First of 

all, what is a house in this sense?  It is all that is 

under the man's authority: wife, children, servants if 

there are any.  The one troubling his house, then, is 

the man whose behavior and decisions bring bad 

things into the lives of his family.   

    What kind of behavior can make this trouble?  All 

Proverbs 11:29 
He who troubles his own house shall inherit the wind;  

and the senseless shall be servant to the wise in heart.  

 



 

  

kinds.  The most basic one is the failure to provide 

for the family's earthly needs, food and shelter: 

 

1 Tim 5:8   But if anyone does not provide for his own, and 

especially his family, he has denied the faith and is worse 

than an unbeliever.  
 

    A man can deprive his family of necessities by la-

ziness, impulsive spending, irresponsible financial 

decisions, adultery (Prov. 6:26), etc. 

    The flip-side of this is just as bad: the man who 

makes his career his whole life and regards the pos-

sessions he provides his family to be his whole obli-

gation to them. 

    There are other kinds of trouble, too.  Bitterness 

towards his wife (Col. 3:19), pressing his children 

too hard, or having unrealistic expectations of them 

(Col. 3:21).   

    On the other end of this would be the deficiency 

of emotional distance, not showing proper affection 

for his family. 

    These, then, are ways a man can trouble his 

house.  And what does our proverb say this man 

gets?  He receives an inheritance.  He has identified 

himself as belonging to a certain family, and he is in 

line for an inheritance in that family.  He inherits 

the wind.  This means he inherits nothing he can 

hold on to.  By failing to perceive man's basic earthly 

identity as part of a family unit and so undoing his 

own family by neglect or abuse, he makes his real 

family somewhere off of the earth, somewhere blow-

ing around in the wind.  His father may be the north 



 

  

wind of bitterness, his mother the southern breeze of 

self-indulgence, but he will find it hard, as a man, to 

collect the wind's inheritance.  Man does not trade 

in wind.  Man is a creature of earth, and he is to set-

tle the earth with well cared-for families.   

    When the wind carries this senseless man away, 

since he didn't really appreciate what he had any-

way, someone better suited to the stewardship will 

be left with his possessions.   

 

    A wise-hearted man sees family life as the treas-

ure it is, a treasure worth working and sacrificing 

for, and so he is a stable element in the community.   

    The fool eventually loses either his financial inde-

pendence or the loyalty of his family, or both.  If 

bankrupt, the fool must attach himself to those who 

were more responsible in their decisions (intelligent 

of heart).  If bereft of family, the fool can only look 

on as those who know how to love (understanding of 

heart) hopefully take in the family he forsook.  Ei-

ther way, the fool becomes servant to the wise-

hearted.   

    If he remains a fool, he will only hate this state 

and chafe against it; but if he becomes wise, he will 

learn and correct his mistake from it.  His first loss 

may not be recoverable, but his new wisdom can 

gain him new treasures. 



 

  



 

  

11:30 - 12:5



 

  



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The word usually translated "wins"  ("he who wins 

souls") in this verse is the ordinary Hebrew word for 

"take."  The best English word to capture its meaning 

in this verse is probably “capture,” as we shall see.   

    One translation actually takes 'wise' in the sense of  

'subtle'  (used thus of Jonadab in 2 Sam. 13:3) and 

renders it "violent behavior takes away souls." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Complements: 
 

• The fruit of  the righteous 
• An activity of  the wise 
 

The Complementing Descriptions: 
 

• A tree of  life 
• Taking souls 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    The second half of this verse is one of the more 

famous phrases from Proverbs, especially in the con-

version-focused preaching of the last century and a 

half.  It has usually been quoted from versions say-

Proverbs 11:30  

The fruit of the righteous is  a tree of life;

and he who takes hold of  souls is wise.
 



 

  

ing "He who wins souls is wise," taken as meaning 

that whoever converts someone to Christ is wise.  

This is indeed one proper application of the verse, 

but let us consider its exact meaning more exten-

sively, for we shall find that its message is equally 

relevant to relations between Christians.   
 

    The real comparison in this verse is between the 

two manners in which Christians benefit others.  

This is the third verse in a row exhorting our good 

works.  These three are follow-ons from the previous 

three community/nation related proverbs.  This is 

nothing more than a reinforcement of the fact that 

love of neighbor is the second greatest command. 
    The two means by which the Christian benefits 

others are the fruit he bears and the action he takes.  

The fruit he bears is longstanding provision for oth-

ers, and the action he takes is persuasion. 
    The fruit a righteous man bears is called a tree of 

life, which first indicates that the righteous man 

himself is a tree of life, for how else could his fruit 

produce such a tree?  So the Christian is a tree of 

life which produces a tree of life/trees of life.  Ex-

tending the question backwards we might ask, "How 

did the Christian become a tree of life?"  He received 

life from Jesus Christ, who is life.  Jesus compared 

Himself to a vine supplying us with life: 
 

 John 15:4   Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself unless it remains in the vine, so neither 
can you unless you abide in Me.  
 

    In fact, Jesus also taught about the longstanding 

provision we should offer as His branches: 



 

  

 John 15:16    You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you 

and ordained you that you should go and bring forth fruit, 

and that your fruit should remain         
 
    Perhaps Jesus was thinking about our proverb 

when He taught this. 
    So what is the tree of life a Christian produces?  It 

is either his fruit itself which is like a tree in that it 

keeps on producing, or it is the result of his fruit: a 

tree of life from my tree’s seed, growing and bearing 

fruit on its own.  This seems to be the correct mean-

ing, because it coincides with the second half of the 

verse, "He who takes souls is wise,"  which also 

speaks of our influence on others. 
 
    And what is this taking, or capturing, of souls?  It 

is the same activity in the name of righteousness 

which Solomon already warned us about as an ac-

tivity of unrighteousness: 
 

 Prov 6:25   Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, and do 
not let her take you with her eyelids.  

     
    Christians are supposed to capture others by 

means of our wisdom.  We are supposed to 'take 

them prisoner' with our words.  We are supposed to 

'lock them up' unto God with gospel logic*: 
 

 2 Cor 10:4, 5   for the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, 
but powerful to God to the demolition of strongholds,  the 
demolishing of arguments and every high thing lifting up 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into cap-
tivity every thought into the obedience of Christ 

 

        Notice the words "arguments," "knowledge," 



 

  

and "thought" in the above verse.  It is obvious that 

the way we are to 'take' others is by changing their 

minds- completely changing their minds.  The word for 

this is persuasion.  Also read the verse after the 

above and you will see that Paul did not consider the 

Corinthian Christians themselves to have been com-

pletely persuaded yet.  He was still persuading them. 
    So the taking of souls begins at conversion (2 Cor 

5:20  “Then on behalf of Christ, we are ambassadors, as 

God is exhorting through us, we beseech on behalf of 

Christ, Be reconciled to God”) and extends through the 

Christian life, as one area after another is claimed 

by gospel truth. 
 

    Our proverb, then, sees a Christian as a 'total 

package' of benefit to his fellow man.  He is a source 

of nourishment others may come to in time of need, 

and he is a rescue party coming to them when they 

don't see their own need.  Using a desert analogy, we 

are to be a fruit-bearing desert shrub men can sur-

vive by, and for those who are so lost in the desert 

they cannot find their way to us, we are a search 

party that goes into the desert to rescue them. 
 

    Did you realize that Jesus, as vine, had equipped 

you as a branch to make such provision for others?  

Of course, like the Corinthians, we continue to also 

need such ministry ourselves. 
    Are you thus humbly receiving and generously 

giving Scriptural persuasion? 

    Finally, note the depiction of a Christian’s emo-

tions in this proverb.  As “the righteous,” he is com-

passionate and cannot stand to see men captured 



 

  

by unScriptural, unreal thinking.  His love compels 

him to persuade them otherwise. 
 

*  "Taking" someone does not mean forcing them to think a certain 

way- just the opposite.  It means bringing them to see for themselves 
what is true. With the Christian, it means bringing him to say, "Ah, I 
didn't realize I owed that to God / was keeping that from God." 

 
 
 

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The righteous 
• The evil-doer and the sinner 
 

Their Outcomes: 
 

• Repaid on earth 
• Repaid on earth even more 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is a very important verse.  For lack of under-

standing its teaching, many go astray.  Even upright 

Job was pulled off track largely through trying to de-

fend the converse of this truth. 
    What is this verse saying that is so difficult to 

Proverbs 11:31  

Behold, the righteous shall be repaid in the earth; 

How much more the wicked and the sinner! 

 



 

  

comprehend?  The first half is saying that there is a 

good reward on earth for the righteous man.  What's 

so hard about that?  Three things: 
   1)  We're used to defending the idea of a postponed 

reward, since we obviously don't receive a very com-

plete reward here, at least not compared to the re-

ward we're promised in Heaven;   
   2)  It's also hard because we're used to explaining 

the idea of bad things happening to good people.  

Having defended that enough, it sounds odd saying 

that good things happen to good people;   
   3)  Finally, we tend to see God's grace as teaching 

that He only deals with us in spite of our badness 

rather than because of our goodness.    
 

    These ideas together make a rather formidable 

obstacle to the thorough acceptance of Proverbs 

11:31a.   

    And the same difficulties exist with the second 

half of the verse.  We aren't comfortable or fluid with 

the idea of bad people receiving punishment on 

earth.  They appear to be having a good time gener-

ally.  Once again, Job's mind dashed against these 

rocks, seeking to disprove God's retributive justice, 

seeking thereby to disprove God's punishment of 

himself in his present trials (a premise he had mis-

takenly accepted from his ‘friends’, for God was not 

punishing, only refining him). 
    The Psalmist also confessed difficulty with the 

concept in Prov. 11:31b: 
 

Psa 73:2 - 5  And I, my foot had almost stumbled; my steps 
had nearly slipped.  For I was jealous of the proud, when I 
saw the peace of the wicked.  For there are no bands in their 



 

  

death; but their strength is fat.  They are not in trouble like 
other men; neither are they plagued like other men.  
Psa 73:12 - 16 ... Behold, these are the ungodly, who are at 
ease in the world; they increase in riches.   Surely I have 
made my heart pure in vain, and washed my hands in inno-
cence.   For all the day long I have been plagued, and chas-
tened every morning.   If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I 
would deceive a generation of Your sons.   When I thought 
deeply in order to understand this, it was painful for me ... 
 

    Since the Psalms are given to us as a pattern for 

our own prayers, we can see by the above prayer 

that God has already acknowledged our general 

weakness in this area and made provision for it.  

None of us are free from the temptation of feeling 

that the wicked are enjoying their evil and getting 

away with it.  Thus, again, the importance of Prov. 

11:31.  Once we lose sight of its truth, we lose sight 

of God's providence in and over the world. 

    When we say that men are definitely repaid on 

earth for their good or evil, we are not saying that 

their bills are payable the next day, nor week nor 

month necessarily.  Nor are we saying the repay-

ment will always be clearly perceived by us.  We are 

simply saying that God is just, and His justice is not 

put on hold while we wait for a full trial in heaven.  

Full and final rewards are not passed out until after 

this life, but God would be inconsistent if He acted 

contrary to justice here on earth.  There are real re-

wards, answering to men's real actions here on 

earth. 
    The Psalmist finally saw this concerning the wick-

ed; continuing from above: 
 



 

  

Psa 73:17, 18  ... until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I 
understood their end.   Surely You set them in slippery plac-
es; You cast them down into ruin.  
 

    He had forgotten God.  He had become fixated on 

the wicked.  Prov. 11:31 is telling us to remember 

God at all times. 
 

    Elihu finally corrected Job concerning God's jus-

tice in the earth: 
 

Job 34:11, 12   For the work of a man will He render to him, 
And cause every man to find according to his ways.  Yes 
surely, God will not do wickedly, Neither will the Almighty 
pervert justice.  
Job 34:25, 26   Therefore He takes knowledge of their works. 
He overturns them in the night, so that they are destroyed.  
He strikes them as wicked men In the open sight of others;  
Job 36:6   He doesn't preserve the life of the wicked, But 
gives to the afflicted their right.  
 

    Our proverb indicates that God if cannot let right-
eousness go unrewarded on earth, that there is even 

‘less of a chance’ that He will let wickedness go un-
punished.  Both truths are very essential stabilizers 
for our faith. 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew for "dull-witted" is literally "food," with 

an implication of 'animals' (whose lives seem basical-

ly the consumption of food).  "Fodder" might be a 

good rendering. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The one who loves correction / discipline 
• The one who hates chastisement 
 

Their Opposing Descriptions: 
 

• Loves knowledge 
• Is like an animal 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Here's what ‘separates the men from the boys' in 

the area of knowledge.  Many people have a love of 

'knowledge' that is really only a pride-motivated 

mastery of information, an acquisition of power 

through how much the brain can hold or how agile it 

is in the use of it.  That person, as intimated, is not 

a real lover of knowledge, but only a lover of self 

("See how much I know!"). 

Proverbs 12:1  

Whoever loves admonition loves knowledge, 

but he who hates correction is dull-witted. 
 



 

  

    The real love of knowledge must be a love of self-

improvement, of being confronted and corrected.  

This is saying nothing less than there is something 

wrong with man, and any acquisition of knowledge 

that does not address this lack makes the very en-

trance of knowledge crooked.   

    This also teaches us that knowledge is more than 

information.  We often say that knowledge is infor-

mation and wisdom if the proper use or application 

of that information.  According to our proverb, 

knowledge is not even true knowledge if all it is is 

information.  Far from it.  Knowledge disconnected 

from self-correction is a mockery of knowledge, an 

anti-knowledge.  ‘Stripped’ knowledge (just infor-

mation mastery without self-correction) gives only 

the appearance of wisdom when pride, the killer of 

true wisdom, is really in control. 

    The words for knowledge and wisdom are both 

used in Scripture as the genuine article and the look
-alike counterfeit: 
 

 Obad 8  "Will I not in that day," says the LORD, "Even de-

stroy the wise men from Edom 
 
    We already know that true wisdom starts with the 

fear of God (Prov. 9:10), and the Edomites were be-

ing destroyed for lack of that fear.  So the 'wisdom' 

ascribed to them was a counterfeit wisdom, just as 

most people's knowledge is a counterfeit one, not be-

ing motivated by the fear of God (Prov. 1:7). 
    The real picture of the person who acquires vast 

'knowledge' but hates being corrected is that of an 



 

  

ox stupidly chewing grass.  That's all his knowledge 

is to him, earthly stuff feeding an earthly need.  

Look in the ox's eyes.  He doesn't know where the 

grass came from nor even why he wants it.  So the 

smart fool treats knowledge.  (The ox isn't supposed 

to know where the grass came from, by the way; but 

man should acknowledge where knowledge comes 

from) 
    Our proverb is not even directly concerned with 

the smart fool.  Anyone who hates correction is be-

ing put in the same corral.  The smart fool is simply 

the most ironic in the herd. 
    No man naturally loves being corrected.  It is 

painful, and pain hurts.  The wise man comes to 

love the pain of correction because it is a sign of 

God's love, a sign that He hasn't given up on us: 
 
 Prov 3:11-12  My son, do not despise the chastening of Jeho-

vah, nor detest His correction; for whom Jehovah loves He 

corrects, just as a father the son in whom he delights. 
 
    The New Testament epistles are mostly books cor-

recting Christians.  Christians need correcting as 

long as they have their sin nature, which they do 

until death.  This is why true preaching is supposed 

to always minister true knowledge: 
 
 2 Tim 4:1-2  Preach the word!  Be ready in season and out of 

season. Convince, rebuke, exhort 
 
    The fool will find a church where he can hear nice 

things about himself.  The wise man wants to be 

corrected and knows that that is the God-given pur-



 

  

pose of preaching.  Paul tells Timothy to keep on 

correcting in his preaching even when it is not sea-

sonable.  People will get tired of it, because it 

weights them with the knowledge of their sinfulness.  

But without this weight, sin is able to camouflage, 

lurk in the shadows, and ensnare us secretly.  True 

preaching and true knowledge simply keep sin out 

in the open and keep us accountable for it. 
 

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew word for "condemns" is also the word 

for the "wicked," the morally wrong or warped,  the 

most common word for the ungodly so far in Prov-

erbs.  So, God “finds the schemer wrong,” or “He 

counts the schemer guilty.” 
 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The good 
• The man of  schemes 
 

Their Two Descriptions: 

Proverbs 12:2  

The good brings forth favor from Jehovah,  

But the scheming man He condemns. 
  



 

  

 

• Issues forth Jehovah's pleasure 
• Jehovah vilifies 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is another theological verse in the strict 

sense; it is about God.  It is telling us something 

quite personal about God.  It gets us well 'beneath 

the skin' of God, figuratively speaking.  This is very 

important information, then.   

    Most people never relate to God as more than a 

concept.  Most of those who relate to Him as a being 

who responds yet do so more as to a machine, since 

they don't understand Him or find His personality 

relevant.  The remaining few who relate to God in a 

personal way usually have only a patchy knowledge 

of who He is, because they haven't laid proper 

weight on signal verses like this one.   

    This is a verse laying out God's basic emotions.  

God is who He is.  He cannot change.  He will always 

love the same things and hate the same things.  This 

is as automatic with Him as our nature is to us, ex-

cept that He is totally Self-aware, whereas, our na-

ture is too complex for us to fathom. 

    What this verse says about God is that He is 

prompted at a very basic level to find pleasure in a 

good person.  You might say He doesn't have to 

think about it; a good person simply delights Him. 

    This means, going a step further, that there are 

people who are basically good.  God, then, isn't 



 

  

weighing their good versus their evil to decide how 

much he approves versus disapproves of them.  

There are people on earth whom God finds generally 

acceptable.  Solomon doesn't give us details here, 

but much of the rest of Scriptures fills in the 'how' 

for a man becoming right with God and being 

changed from a rebel to a servant.  Suffice it here to 

say that it is completely a work of God, and having 

done this work, God takes pleasure in it. 

    This further implies that there are people who are 

basically bad.  From what we just said, these would be 

people who have not been renovated by God.  They re-

main as they came into the world.  These people God 

'finds wrong'.  There is a sharp dividing line, and God 

responds one way to one type of person and a com-

pletely different way to another type of person.  Again, 

He doesn't have to 'think about it'.  The bad person 

(man in his natural state) has no basically redeeming 

traits in God's eyes, and His eyes are just.  Whatever 

'good' this man has is mostly a matter of convenience 

for him, not a matter of conviction, and would eventu-

ally be sold off at some price to advance his own inter-

ests.  Whatever 'good' he would clasp is a matter of 

pride, not real morality.  

    Solomon lists the natural man under the broad 

heading of the 'man of schemes'.  Man is viewed as a 

creature who is trying to put a plan into effect.  The 

plan is self-interest.  That plan is automatically at 

odds with God's interests.  Once we preferred our wis-

dom to His, we cast ourselves adrift on a sea of 

'ignorant omniscience'.  We proceed with the confi-



 

  

dence of knowing all things when we actually know 

nothing in a final way.  But our bent nature is always 

planning the next move, trying to find a way around 

God's providences.   

    God's nature is automatically opposed to this stub-

bornness.  He graciously works against it, teaching us 

the foolishness of trusting ourselves, but His basic dis-

position towards our sin is condemnation: 
 

 John 3:36   One who believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
one who disobeys the Son won't see life, but the wrath of 
God remains on him. 
 

    Most people who profess faith in the Son have mere-

ly traded in one set of schemes for another.  True 

Christians, good people, have always been in the mi-

nority, not only compared to the unbelieving populace, 

but compared to insincere believers (check your Old 

Testament ratios; check 2 Cor. 2:17, "we are not as the 

many", spoken of false Christian preachers, apparently 

in the majority, so presumably of their congregations 

as well). 

    But minority or not, God is basically well-inclined to 

good people, people He has declared good (justification) 

and is making good (sanctification).  These have aban-

doned all schemes and desire only the plan of God. 

    

    Assuming that you are a person of this abandon, do 

you relate to God as Someone who truly finds you ac-

ceptable, pleasing? 

    This is a very uplifting truth, but it is easy to disbe-

lieve it through various fears: insecure fears or those 

which stubbornly hold to what’s comfortable rather 



 

  

than what’s real. 

    It is also easy to disbelieve for failure to categorize 

properly.  When God created the world, He looked on 

His work and was pleased, pronouncing it "very good."  

Why should He be any less pleased with the creation of 

a new child through regeneration (the new birth)?  (As 

long as the child walks according to what is good.) 

 
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew word for "established" means "to 

be erect" and so could be translated, "A man 

shall not stand by wickedness." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• A man in wickedness 
• A righteous man's root 
 

Their Outcomes: 
 

• Not established 
• Not dislodged 
 

Proverbs 12:3  

A man shall not be established by wickedness, 

but the root of the righteous shall not be dislodged. 
 



 

  

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    The focus of this contrast is on two inabilities.  

The wicked is unable to establish permanence; the 

righteous is unable to be removed.  Here is more 

faith training: seeing things as they really are as op-

posed to appearances.  We may already perceive 

some advantages to righteousness and acknowledge 

real disadvantages to wickedness, but to see the well

-imbedded wicked as rooted out and gone!- to see 

the stream-swirled twig of the righteous rescued, 

planted, and immoveable!- these require faith.  

That's why it's easier to disbelieve.  Unbelief is more 

in accordance with appearances.  So the wisdom 

taught in Proverbs requires a strong element of 

faith.  It teaches a strong element of faith.   
    Wickedness does seem to be a means of getting 

ahead in the world.  As far as immediate results, a 

well-placed lie or two might land a man in a very 

comfortable position.  But our proverb assures us 

that, whereas there is 'give' in the moral fabric of the 

Universe, that fabric cannot be torn.   
    In a way, the morality of the Universe has been in 

a state of 'give' since Lucifer's original rebellion; a 

state that will not come completely back to 'like new' 

until he and all rebels (including men) are in the 

Lake of Fire.  This is another reason men assume 

that morality can be safely compromised.  Threaten-

ings of final punishment sound like a far-off land of 

make-believe.  In fact, it sounds like God and Hell 

needed to be made up so that men wouldn't wildly 

abandon themselves to the evil that seems to have 

no real consequences. 



 

  

    Many Christians secretly accept the seeming con-

tradiction between a God of consequences and pre-

sent freedom to sin.  They conceive the same thing 

that wicked men do, that God is really far off and 

unconcerned with sin.  Their Christianity, then, is 

merely cowardice.  They would abandon themselves 

to pleasure-seeking too, except that they are afraid 

to; so they use religion as their cover for holding 

back from fleshliness. 
    The real Christian looks at the world God de-

scribes and waits to see if it does indeed come into 

focus thus, since God could have told us if conse-

quences for sin really were completely on a delayed 

program.  And yes, the man who waits for the pic-

ture to come into focus will see things exactly as 

God describes them.  The man who uses deceit to 

entrench himself in a desirable niche does eventual-

ly pop loose.  Or worse, his entrenchment becomes a 

prison he wishes he could escape.   
    Conversely, the righteous man whom his enemies 

thought they had gotten rid of comes back to haunt 

them, even if they had killed him; especially if they 

had killed him.  His words and lifestyle are ever be-

fore them, as their conscience and experience finally 

confirms for them that everything he ever said was 

true.  Meanwhile, those things he put his hand to 

have 'taken root' and are flourishing.  And he him-

self is where he always said he wanted to be, in the 

permanent comfort of his Father's house. 
    If God chooses martyrdom for His servants, the 

lessons are still the same.  Usually, though, God 

preserves His people, even the martyrs up until their 

deaths, as a signal to unbelievers:  These are the 



 

  

ones who will be around when you are long gone. 
 
Matt 5:5   Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth.  
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew word for "valor" means "strength, abil-

ity, or wealth."  It is the common word for military men 

of 'valor'.  It is the same word for the “virtuous [hence, 

“valorous:] woman of Proverbs 31. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• A valiant wife 
• A wife who causes shame 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• A crown to her lord 
• As cancer to his bones 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Here is a second proverb on wives (Prov 11:16 be-

Proverbs 12:4  
A woman of valor is  a crown to her lord,  

but one causing shame is  like rottenness in his bones.  

 



 

  

ing the first in the ‘Proverbs proper’).  The stakes are 

now higher.  Most women, if knowing this verse, 
would probably never enter the game, even though 

they are here given the greatest true incentive to do 
so.  
 
    First, notice that a woman is a warrior.  This is 
the exact use of the word most of the places it oc-

curs.  Woman is in a battle, and she must win.  Only 
the strong woman will be worthy of victory. 
    Second, notice that the warrior woman relates to 

her husband as to a lord.  Neither is this primitive, 
Old Testament stuff.  Peter repeats it in the New 

Testament: 
 
 1 Pet 3:6   as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose 
children you now are, if you do well, and are not put in fear 
by any terror. 
 
    Ah well, when it comes right down to it, the New 

Testament isn't very modern either, eh?  Good thing 
we've learned better since then!       

    Third, notice that the wife warring for righteous-
ness is a crown for her husband.  This is a wonder-
ful figure, for it conveys two equally important 

things at once.  The first is that her behavior en-
thrones her husband as her master, and the second 

is that she thus becomes his very insignia of author-
ity!  She is the crown that shines forth from his 
brow, saying, "This is a noble man!"  His nobility, 

then, is the source of hers as well.  If a woman 
would be noble, she must ennoble her mate, her au-

thority. 
 
    Fourth, we have the opposite side of the figure: 
just as great a power in the opposite direction!  We 
see a deeply imbedded truth:  a husband and wife 



 

  

are one flesh.  That's how her behavior is able to 

him.  Her arrogance is like bone cancer to him; it 

saps his vitality and replaces it with sickness and 
weakness.  This sickness is primarily in his soul and 

spirit ("like bone rottenness"), but there is nothing 
to keep the effects from his body as well.   
    A woman couldn't ask for any more importance 

than is described here.  She can either coronate her 
husband or give him a coronary; set him on high or 
lower the boom on him.  How many women truly re-

alize these capacities in themselves?  Not many, be-
cause if they did, they would not treat their wifely 

duties so indifferently.     
   
    Satan wishes women to think two things: 1) Men 
aren't worthy of their honor; and, 2) Even if they 
gave it, they'd get nothing in return.  And most 

women go no further than those very two thoughts.  
That's why Prov. 31:10 asks, "Who can find a wom-

an of valor?" using the same word for valor as in our 
verse.  Who can find one?  There aren't many 
around.  Are there any? 
    "I'd be one if there was a man worthy of it," comes 
the answer.  And so again, the woman puts the cart 

before the horse.  She is the one able to import wor-
thiness to her husband by her wifeliness!  But who 
could believe such a thing?  It strains one's credulity 

to the breaking point.  No, certainly, we have found 
a verse unworthy of Divine inspiration.  Ah, well, at 

least our reason was able to teach us better!      
 
 1 Pet 3:6   as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose 
children you now are, if you do well, and are not put in fear 
by any terror. 
 
    Actually, it is a woman's fear, not her reason, that 



 

  

is teaching her to mistrust these verses. 
 
 

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   Both halves of the proverb begin with a plu-

ral word and are both then complemented 

by a singular word.  The rendering above 

conveys this starkly, with colons instead of the 

"are" ordinarily supplied in the Hebrew. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The deliberations of  the righteous 
• The guidings of  the wicked 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Judgment 
• Deceit 
 

Proverbs 12:5  

The plannings of the righteous: a verdict;  

the counsels of evil-doers: a trick.  
 



 

  

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    The righteous are like their righteous Father.  His 

counsels issue forth in firm decrees; our plans are to 

issue forth in decisive verdicts also.   

    We are not to be as the wicked who work and 

work over a plan to try and keep its deceit from com-

ing back on them.  We are to be simple and straight-

forward.   

    God's Laws give clear direction.  When using them 

as the basis for our decisions, we can have a satisfy-

ing finality to our plans.  When the ungodly have fin-

ished their scheming, they have to trust in their con-

tinuing ability to lie to hold their plan in place.     

 

    Consider the deliberating process in your own 

mind; how do you arrive at decisions?  Do your 

plans include working around other peoples' inten-

tions?  If your plans were straightforward and you 

trusted God's directions, you wouldn't have to worry 

about others.   

    Do your plans include manipulation and coer-

cion?  That's because they are not based on God's 

Word.  His Word has the power to achieve its own 

results without our manipulations. 

    One more tell-tale sign of unrighteous counsels: 

they turn into teaming up with others, usually using 

innuendo, because the deceitful man intuits that his 

plans require reinforcements where they lack conti-

nuity. 



 

  

    The strategizing of the righteous is uncomplicat-

ed.  He knows that he is moving towards a plan that 

will fit very simply and harmoniously into his gen-

eral obedience to God.  Anyone who doesn't like that 

isn't his concern.  Neither will their manipulations 

sway him from his course to combat their fire with 

similar fire.  If they are professing believers, though, 

part of his obedience to God will include rebuking 

them (be it ever so gently or caustically, whichever 

one or to what degree wisdom dictates). 
 



 

  

12:6 - 12



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The words of  the unrighteous 
• The mouth of  the upright 
 

Their Activities: 
 

• Lurk for blood 
• Rescues them 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    The words of unbelieving men are triggers cocked 

to shoot others down.  Destructive words come as 

naturally to men as speech itself: 
 
 Rom 3:13  "Their throat is a tomb being opened;" "they used 
deceit with their tongues; the poison of asps is under their 
lips" 
 

    Men who like to think of themselves as peaceful 

and calm have only to be confronted with Christ and 

His Gospel to evoke their heart hatred.  Give them 

the opportunity and they would crucify Christ all 

over again.  This they do with their words.  Whether 

spoken in the heat of wrath, in the condescending 

tones of sarcasm, or in the confident cadence of an 

Proverbs 12:6  
The words of the wicked lurk for blood, 

but the mouth of the upright shall rescue them. 
 



 

  

'official' representative of God, unbelieving men 

make it clear that their own sovereignty is much 

preferred to God's rule.  Their words issue the ver-

dict that God has overreacted- overreacted in many 

ways.  He overreacted in giving us a Bible inspired 

down to the dotting of an "i".  He overreacted in cre-

ating Hell to punish us little worms.  He overreacted 

in sending Christ to die for us.  Why not just look 

the other way?  It's not that big a deal!  Even Chris-

tians are so inured to the arrogance of sarcasm that 

men's boasts and jests hardly offend us.  Actually, 

we usually have no real answer for their quips, tak-

ing similar offense at God in principle. 

 
    Eventually, the follower of Christ himself will be 

in the sights of the ungodly's tongue.  Again, the 

'good-natured' jibes are thrown as if harpoons were 

honeysuckle.  "That's what I like about you.  You 

don't shove your religion down other peoples' 

throats."  (Translation: 'You already bother me with 

that silly Jesus blarney, so make sure and keep it 

stowed!')  The more consistent we are in our Chris-

tian testimony, however, the more overt will be the 

attempts of the godless to wound us. 
 
    The tool of defense God has given us against 

these attacks is, interestingly, our own tongue.  "but 

the mouth of the upright shall rescue them."   

    How so?  Rule #1:  No fighting fire with fire: 
 
 1 Pet 2:21 - 23   For to this you were called, because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving you an example, that you should 
follow his steps, who did not sin, "neither was deceit found 
in His mouth."  Who, when He was reviled, didn't revile 



 

  

back.  When He suffered, didn't threaten, but committed 
Himself to Him who judges righteously 
 
    Remember that the crucial rescue is the rescue of 
our souls.   
    What is the only real threat against our souls?  
Sin.  Therefore, the essential battle is to keep from 
answering sinful words with more sinful words.  

Having accomplished that, we are delivered.  Having 
accomplished that, Christ Himself was delivered.   
 
    "But He was crucified," one will answer.   
    But He was not delivered into the power of death.  
He was indeed rescued.  His resurrection proves His 
deliverance from all enemies, and His resurrection 

has become our deliverance as well.  The purity and 
peace-seeking of our lips in the face of adversity, 

then, is our agreement with His resurrection.  There-
fore, conversely, a lack of purity and peace-seeking  
on our tongues… well, you do the math. 
 
 

 



 

  

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The wicked in their overthrow 
• The house of  the righteous 
 

Their Two Outcomes: 
 

• They are not 
• Stands 
 

Teaching of the Verse:   
 

    The essential picture here is this:  just let a major 

disruption take place in the life of the ungodly, and 

he is on the brink of extinction.  Solomon is lending 

our faith vision to see the latter end of the unright-

eous man who is presently prospering;  he will even-

tually meet with a trial from which he cannot recov-

er. 
 

    Why do we need help in perceiving this?  So much 

of Solomon's teaching concerns the real versus the 

apparent end of the wicked (11:3 - 8, for example).  

There are two reasons:  1) It really does look like the 

Proverbs 12:7  
Let the wicked be overthrown,  

and they are no more;  

but the house of the righteous shall stand.  

 



 

  

wicked are not only on top but will stay that way; 

and 2) As humbling as it is to our weak faith, the 

prosperity of the wicked does affect us:  it demoraliz-

es us; it makes us envious (we actually want what 

they've got); it makes us see our blessings from God 

as rather a pittance.  For these reasons, we really 

need to see things as they are, or rather as they 

shall be; for God has so designed the earthly re-

wards of men (remember 11:31) that they do not 

come to a fully ripe, fruit-bearing stage until, usual-

ly, many years from their deeds’ first plantings. 
 

    When we read these repeated prophesies of men's 

outcomes, our true feelings are no doubt, "Alright 

already; I get it.  I got it seventy-five admonitions 

ago."  If we were really tuned in to God's voice, 

though, we'd be saying, "If God repeats this so many 

different ways, I must be very hard of hearing on the 

matter.  I'd better pay even closer attention." 
 

    There will be a time when all you may need is 

"The house of the righteous shall stand" to convince 

you that "Yes, I’d better make the righteous choice 

here; unrighteousness would destabilize my family, 

my future, and why should I do that?  Why should I 

work towards my own overthrow?"  And the weight 

of all the similar verses you don't specifically recall 

at the moment, but you remember are there, will 

stand behind your resolve, and you will escape 

temptation.* 

    The lawless man's life does hang in a precarious 



 

  

balance.  Who knows when a payment for his un-

righteousness will come due?  And when it does, it 

may well be his final billing.  This should move us 

past the mere quelling of our own envy to a definite 

compassion for the ungodly that will appeal to him 

for his very soul. 

 
*  And observe that it is the righteous man’s whole house that is 

preserved. 

 

 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• A man of  insight 
• A man with a twisted heart 
 

Their Outcomes: 
 

• Praised 
• Despised 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Following a verse focusing on future rewards, Sol-

omon now returns to more immediate evidences of 

spiritual conditions.  Solomon is reminding us that 

neither good qualities nor bad can be altogether mis-

Proverbs 12:8  
A man shall be praised according to his intelligence,  

but he who is of a bent heart shall be despised.  
 



 

  

interpreted by our neighbors.  If a man has true in-

sight, he will be able to unknot problematic situa-

tions, and for this he will be commended (moving be-

yond picking up unsightly trash in his yard, for a 

simple instance).  If a man has a crook in his heart 

that leans him off balance, this won't be missed ei-

ther.  The wording makes it a matter of degrees, too.  

"According to" his savvy means however much of it 

he has will determine how much recognition he gets.  

Some problems are too hard for one fellow, but 

someone with greater mental ability can analyze 

them correctly. 

    What does one need to be an intelligent person?  

Five things:  1)  The right premises (Scriptural ones);  

2)  A firm belief in the reliability of these first prem-

ises;  3)  A mind that connects pieces well;  4)  A cor-

rect assessment of where peoples' situations connect 

to the relevant axioms; and  5)  A desire to be helpful 

to others.   

    You may argue that the fifth factor is not an es-

sential one, that someone could be intelligent with-

out being helpful, but Solomon would disagree with 

you.  Solomon sees our connectedness to our com-

munity as part of our overall wisdom.  A truly wise 

man knows that any good he does for his communi-

ty he does for himself as well, and does it for the glo-

ry of God, of course. 

    It's nice to know that good qualities lead to a good 

reputation.  People turn against good men only 

against good sense.  People turned against Jesus 



 

  

knowing Him to be a healer and helper of men.  His 

good reputation still stood Him in good stead later 

when the apostles were able to remind people: 

 
 Act 10:38   how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, and He went about doing good, 
and healing all those who were oppressed by the Devil, for 
God was with Him.  
 

    The only kind of person who would despise com-

munity opinion altogether is one who has a bend in 

his soul he has never been able to hide.  A spiritual 

hunchback is manifest when spiritual evidences are 

issued: such as by words.  The other way is by 

deeds.  Not too complicated.  And the ugliest misfits 

of all are those who hide behind a curtain of Christi-

anity to cover their perversity.  "I don't like those 

people because they're a bunch of sinners; not right-

eous like me." 

    Paul conveys the ordinary transparency of men's 

deeds when he says: 

 
 1 Tim 5:24  Some men's sins are evident, preceding them to 
judgment, and some also follow later.  In the same way also 
there are good works that are obvious, and those that are 
otherwise can't be hidden.  
 
     What does your reputation say about you?  Do 
you discount community opinion because you refuse 

to receive its correction?  If you are a true follower of 
Jesus, you will be known by the good you wisely ap-
ply to others. 
 



 

  

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   The Hebrew specifically contrasts the two men 

as "light" and "heavy" (translated "honored" or 

"important"; literally "who makes himself heavy"); 

we might say analogically "a heavyweight," or 

here, "a self-proclaimed heavyweight." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The lightly regarded with a servant 
• The one who honors himself  without sufficient 

provisions 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Better 
• (Worse off) 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is the first of about 17 "better than" prov-
erbs. 
    Solomon continues the theme of community repu-

tation. 

    Just as in Greek, Roman, and many other ancient 

Proverbs 12:9  
Better is the lightly esteemed who has a servant,  

than the self-important who lacks bread. 
 



 

  

societies, in Israel it was more common to have a 

household servant than not.  It might be compared 

to air conditioning in an American household.  It's 

somewhat expensive, you can live without it, but 

most people have it.  A servant, of course, is much 

more generally useful than an air conditioner. 

    Solomon's subject matter is how much weight one 

carries in the community.  The two men being com-

pared are also being contrasted in the manner they 

are viewed.  The lightly esteemed is thus regarded by 

his neighbors.  The self-honored is thus regarded by 

himself.  True, such bluster and self-confidence 

tends to translate into community influence in the 

latter case, but Solomon says No matter.  The self-

important may be more highly regarded, but the 

man who actually has the asset of a servant lives 

more highly.  If he wished to be well thought of, the 

servant-holder would have the means to out-boast 

the self-important man.  Solomon's point is that he 

is better off without being thought better of.   

    So, comparing this to our previous proverb, we 

see that community opinion has its limits.  To put 

this proverb in the light of the last one we might say, 

don't be ruled by community opinion, especially 

when it's a matter of 'keeping up with the Jones'.  

What you really are is what matters.  The self-

important fellow who makes himself look good by go-

ing deep into debt will eventually be found out.  In 

the meantime, it might be irritating to see him hon-

ored beyond rights, even 'stealing' honor that rightly 



 

  

belongs to others; but the truly honorable man, who 

pays his debts and lives frugally, has his honor be-

fore him all the time.  It is only a matter of a slight 

shift in community perspective to eventually show 

all things in their proper colors.  God seems to save 

these revelations for rather dramatic occasions.  If 

not, coming out the other side of them is still what is 

remembered, what matters. 

 

    In the Christian community, there are people who 

can talk up a spiritual storm, but who have little 

personal holiness, little time alone with God.  They 

are the self-honored.  The modest Christian who ac-

tually has assets of self-discipline is, of course, bet-

ter off.  So it will eventually pan out. 
 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    Yes, this verse says that animals have souls.  The 

same word is used for men's souls, "nephesh."  Many 

Scriptures refer to animals' souls, beginning in Genesis 

1, but it is usually translated "life."  If we were looking 

for an easily explainable difference between animals 

and men, we might go to the word "spirit," except 

that word is used for animals as well (Eccl. 3:21).   

    The real difference between men and animals, it 

Proverbs 12:10  
A righteous one understands the soul of his animal;  

but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.  

 



 

  

would seem, is simply that men are made in God's 

image, while animals are not.  Adam and Eve were-

n't surprised at a serpent talking.  Balaam immediate-

ly entered into conversation with his donkey.  We 

treat domesticated animals as if they have souls, with 

thoughts and feelings.  If the 'foreign language' they 

speak (bow-wow-ese and meow-laysian?) were 

bridged, would we talk to them again in the New 

Heavens and New Earth? 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The righteous 
• The evil 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Knows his animals' souls 
• Has compassion that is cruel 
 
 
 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is the third verse in a row giving earthly evi-

dences of spiritual status.  A true Christian is known 

by his relation to all creatures as God's creatures.  

He has learned that God created all things, and all 

things belong to Him.  He treats his animals as crea-

tures whose lives and even feelings must be consid-

ered, because God made them, not as objects upon 



 

  

which he can vent frustrations.  Even if they are ani-

mals he will eventually eat- a purpose for which God 

gave them- they still need not live in misery before-

hand. 

    Observe how far you can travel out into the pe-

riphery of a man's life and still find clear evidences 

of his spiritual state.  This is because our spiritual 

state affects everything about us.  Be observant.  

Someone who might hoodwink you with a good spir-

itual act in one area cannot consistently extend his 

hypocrisy into every area of life. 

    The man in rebellion against God has a heart of 

stone: 

 

 Ezek 36:26  And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a 

new spirit within you. And I will take away the stony heart 

out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. 

 

    This stony heart comes with a conscience, which 

can become pretty stony itself, but most people do 

not want to be known as hard-hearted.  Their con-

science and original molding in God's image teach 

them that hard-heartedness is bad.  Therefore, men 

seek ways to assure themselves and others that they 

are not hard-hearted.  They give to charities, they 

speak sympathetically, they vote for the fellow who 

says, "Let's give lots of money to the poor." (Strange 

how these politicians seem to end up categorizing 

themselves and their cronies as poor).   

    Nevertheless, a stony heart is always going to 



 

  

show itself to be stony one way or another.  Usually 

you don't have to look very far.  Most unregenerate 

people treat those in their own households quite in-

humanely.  The family dog, in fact, is most often 

treated better. 

    Our verse literally tells us that when a godless 

man does a compassionate deed, he actually be-

haves maliciously.  He doesn't really understand 

compassion, so his blundering attempts end up get-

ting in the way of helping others.  His tenderness is 

terror.   

    It could also be saying that even at his most com-

passionate he is still basically cruel.  Either way, 

compassion is a foreign language to the unrighteous.  

It is always connected to his self-interest, and will 

never be able to simply consider the good of another. 

 

    On the other hand, if the righteous man's mercies 

extend even to animals, his tenderness toward hu-

mans should be most evident.   

    Is it so with you?   

    Toward those in your own family?  Toward your 

spouse? 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The Hebrew for "fantasies" is a word meaning 

empty, worthless.  About half of the translations 

render it as persons rather than things or ideas; so 

"empty ones," "idle persons," "vain persons," etc. 
    The word for "till" is the root word for servant / 

slave.  It literally means to ”serve” the land. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• He who works his soil 
• He who pursues frivolity 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Satisfied with plenty of  bread/ food/ provision 
• Void of  heart 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    A fourth proverb in a row on earthly manifesta-

tions of spiritual condition. 
    Here we have someone who 'slavishly' ties himself 

to his work versus someone who refuses to be thus 

'tied down'.  The latter sees the former as an ant, 

Proverbs 12:11  

He who tills his soil shall be satisfied with bread, 

but the one chasing fantasies lacks heart. 
 



 

  

void of humanity, intent simply on work.  The work-

er sees the impulsive pleasure-seeker as irresponsi-

ble. 
    Whereas, there are people who approach work a 

little too ant-like, there is an ant-likeness to work 

that cannot be avoided.  When there's a long or diffi-

cult job to be done, it has to be done to its dreary 

end.  It can be quite wearisome and might even feel 

dehumanizing.  An ant, in fact, has already been 

used in Proverbs as an example of diligence: 
 

 Prov 6:6 - 8  Go to the ant, sluggard; consider her ways and 
be wise; who, having no guide, overseer, or ruler,  provides 
her food in the summer and gathers her food in the harvest.  
 

    The point here is not the source of the ant's initia-

tive (God-implanted instinct, we would say).  The 

point is that man is more intelligent and yet can 

miss the necessity of being a self-starter who sees 

necessary tasks to the end.  The good man in our 

proverb is one who "serves the soil."  The soil is 

where his food is coming from; he therefore makes 

himself its slave so it will render plant life he and his 

animals can eat. 
    Whatever a man's livelihood, he must in some 

sense 'enslave' himself to it.  If all we did we did for 

fun, there would be no working. 
    Here's the point that is usually missed.  God 

made man to be a worker before sin entered the 

world.  Adam was put in the Garden of Eden to 'be 

enslaved' to it. 
 

 Gen 2:15  And Jehovah God took the man and put him into 
the Garden of Eden, to work it and to keep it.  
     



 

  

    Work was not a punishment for sin.  Work, 

though, was made more difficult because of sin: 
 
Gen 3:17 - 19  ... the ground shall be cursed because of you; 
you shall eat of it in sorrow all the days of your life.  And it 
shall bring forth thorns and thistles for you, and you shall 
eat the plant of the field.  By the sweat of your face you shall 
eat bread until your return to the ground.  
 

    But work itself was not the punishment.  Work 

was part of the whole created order that God pro-

claimed "very good."   

    The lazy and the pleasure-seeker do not see it this 

way.  Their version of Eden or Heaven is to do noth-

ing but eat and play.  Many Christians share this 

vision of Heaven.  Believing Heaven to be one long 

church service, many young people ask if we'll be 

allowed to _____ (fill in your favorite hobby) in Heav-

en.  They still don't understand that man was made 

for work, and work he will do, even in the eternal 

state: 

 

 Luke 19:17   And he said to him, Well done, good slave!  Be-

cause you were faithful in a least thing, have authority over 

ten cities.  

  

    Authority over ten cities is more work than you 

and I have ever seen; but that's what's waiting if we 

are faithful and diligent here: more work!  Because 

work is good.  Work will return to its entirely ful-

filling and 'restful' capacity in Heaven; but it will still 

be work.  In our verse the reward of work is not only 



 

  

fulfillment but plenty of sustenance.     

    The pleasure-seeker "lacks heart."  He doesn't 

even perceive his human calling.  He feels his pleas-

ure-sensors, and that's how he defines himself.  He 

is the one making himself sub-human.  The real hu-

man is the image of God, and God is a worker: 

 
 John 5:17  But Jesus answered them, My Father works until 
now, and I work. 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The Hebrew for "plunder" is literally "net," con-

noting catch, booty, or plunder. 
    The word for "produces" is the basic word for 

"gives." 
     "Evil men" could also be "evil things."  It is liter-

ally "evils" (adding "men" is not at all a forced ren-

dering though). 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Proverbs 12:12  

The wicked longs for the plunder of evil men,  

But the root of the righteous produces.   
 



 

  

Being Compared: 
 

• The unrighteous 
• The righteous 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Longs for the 'take' of  evil men 
• Has a root which yields 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    The contrast that we are directed to concerns the 

yield of the two basic types of people in the world.  

Actually, it is the yield the ungodly desires versus 

the yield the godly actually produces.  Therefore, it is 

something of a contrast between a dream world and 

the real world.   

    One of the basic facts about sin illustrated in this 

verse is that it has 'big eyes' in the cafeteria line, so 

to speak.  It wants a lot.  The big 'score' has charac-

terized sin from the beginning:  

 

 Gen 3:6  And the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and the tree was 

desirable to make one wise.  

 

    The grand 'take' the serpent had alluded to 

seemed to be in reach.  Sin has had the carrot-on-

the-stick effect on us donkeys ever since.  Show us 

some pleasure, some power, some possession ar-

rived at by trickery, and we are mesmerized.  Some-



 

  

body got away with it!  Something for nothing!  We 

knew it could be done!  And so our laziness com-

bines with our greed to convince us of something we 

know in our saner moments isn't true:  that the 

catch of evil men is desirable and obtainable; that 

we actually do have the power of gods. 

    This is a good follow-on verse from the previous 

one (making it five in a row on earthly saintliness), 
which likewise depicts the righteous path as boring 
to the unrighteous.  So here, the righteous merely 

'takes care of business', sticks to what is right, and 
has patience.  He puts down his roots in this earth, 

because, 
 
 Psa  24:1  The earth is Jehovah's, and the fullness of it; the 
world, and those who live in it, 
  
    knowing that Christ will rule this earth, that this 
earth is now a 'down payment' on its replacement, 

the New Earth, which, in turn, is a perfected remod-
eling of the original pre-sin Earth.  So when a Chris-
tian puts down his roots in righteousness, though it 

is in an earth with cursed soil, it still yields because 
our Master already holds title deed to this earth*: 
 
 Mat 28:18  And coming up Jesus talked with them, saying, 
All authority in Heaven and on earth was given to Me.  
 
    When it is true righteousness that is sown, no 
kind of soil could taint it, for it is overseen and tend-

ed by the Righteous One, who owns all things. 
     But even when it produces, the fruit of the right-

eous is not appealing to the lawless.  Consequently, 
we tend to join their dream world.  We say, "Huh, I 
guess righteousness isn't that spectacular after all."  

We end up agreeing in principle with the unright-



 

  

12:13 - 19



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    As in the previous verse, "evil" could be understood 

of "evil men."  Then the transgression of the lips is what 

snares them.  If rendered "snare of evil," it is simply a 

description of spoken transgression. 
    The previous verse has a "net" desired; this one has 

a "snare" stepped into.  If the two verses are connect-

ed, "evil men" would be the preferable rendering, 

since it would elevate their involvement in evil from 

desire to speech.   
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The unrighteous 
• The righteous 
 

Their Opposite Outcomes: 
 

• Ensnared by transgression of the lips 
• Exits a 'tight spot' (same Hebrew word as back in 11:8) 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    The basic contrast here is between someone who 

gets caught in a trap and someone who escapes.  It 

is also a teaching on how someone becomes en-

Proverbs 12:13  
In the transgression of the lips is the snare of evil men,  

but the righteous will come out from distress.   

 



 

  

trapped; it therefore becomes a teaching on how one 

is to avoid thus becoming a prey. 

    As a follow-on from the previous verse, it indi-

cates the progression a man makes from dreaming 

about the gain he can make through dishonesty to 

speaking his dream aloud or actually talking out the 

deceit necessary to achieve it.  This application is 

certainly true whether it is the primary one or not.  

Solomon is warning us that once you cross the line 

from dream world to speech, you are committed.  

You are either known as a transgressor by voicing 

your desire, or you are well into transgression by its 

planned deceit.  How can you take it back now?  You 

are in a trap like an animal, for that is the word that 

is used for a snare here: a regular animal trap. 

 

    Notice what else is implied by the use of the snare 

analogy.  Someone has us in a snare when we lie or 

plan mischief.  We are the animal here.  Whether it 

is sin in the abstract or Satan himself who has us 

entrapped, the point is that we are not in command 

of the situation.  We are at the mercy of our captor.   

    Here is an intersection where modern Christian 

thought should be examined.  Today we are taught a 

grace of God by which, if we sin, we just call on God 

and He'll forgive and rescue us.  Simple.  And 

soooooo nice!  So the Old Testament is just to tell us 

how bad everyone had it before grace was invented.  

Before the cross, God might let the oppressor hang 

you out to dry, but not anymore!  He has too much 



 

  

at stake!  Now He has to rescue us- and pronto! 

    Funny, the real grace of God sounds more serious 

with the careless than before: 
 

 Heb 12:14, 15  Follow peace with all, and holiness, without 
which no one shall see the Lord;  looking diligently lest any 
fail of the grace of God, or lest any root of bitterness spring-
ing up disturb you, and by it many are defiled,  
Heb 12:25  See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if 
they did not escape, those who refused him that spoke on 
earth, much more we shall not escape if we turn away from 
Him who speaks from Heaven,  
 

Heb 12:29  for also, "Our God is a consuming fire."  
 

    Paul sees the boundary line keeping Satan out of 

our lives as very thin.  Satan was allowed to bring a 

trial into Paul's life before Paul had even sinned, just 

to keep him from sinning: 
 

 2 Cor 12:7  and by the surpassing revelations, lest I be made 
haughty, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of 
Satan to buffet me, lest I be made haughty. 
  

    Scary stuff?  Job's friends were scared when Sa-

tan had visited him, too.  Most of us, though, will 

never be good enough to join Paul and Job in the 

hobbled trophy room.  No, we're too busy wriggling 

around in traps of our own making!  But if blame-

less men were given into Satan's testings, how in the 

world can we claim that we could not be?  

(Remember, Satan can only go as far as God lets 

him.) 

    Now here's the real scary part:  most Christians 



 

  

aren't aware of being in any trap... because their 

whole life is one big trap!  The whole thing is a lie 

from beginning to end!  It's not the true gospel; it's 

not the Holy Spirit.  That's because their lives are 

just 'modified worldliness'.  We have our own special 

brand of American Christianity which is free from 

trials or self-denial. 

    "The righteous will come out from distress."  He is 

described as the righteous because the distress was 

not of his own making.  We will have distress in this 

world; it will test our faith; the righteous will be gold 

refined.   

    If we lie, though, whether about Biblical truths or 

business dealings, we will ensnare ourselves.  If we 

are beloved of God, however long we must be hung 

out to dry to learn not to err is how long we should 

want to be 'cured'.   

    God deliver us from life-encompassing lies, which 

there's no way for us to crawl out from and recognize 

for what they are.  God deliver us from Americanism 

(not the original one, the modern one– the one mi-

nus trials or discomfort.) 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The fruit of a man's mouth 
• The treatment from a man's hands 
 

Their Outcomes: 
 

• Satisfies him with good 
• Returns to him 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Here is a very emphatic punctuation mark on the 

previous few proverbs on earthly effects of a man's 

spiritual state.  Whatever we SAY and whatever we DO 

comes back to us. 

    The first part is to insure us that the traps the 

wicked lay for themselves (previous proverb) with 

their words has its converse with us.  We not only 

avoid their bad consequences, we have a positive re-

turn for our good, truthful words. 

    Good acts start with good words:  first, good 

words understood in the mind, then good words stat-

ing what we've learned, then good words planning 

how we will enact what we've learned.  God gives us 

the good words.  We digest those, and we become 

Proverbs 12:14  
From the fruit of the mouth one is satisfied with good,  
And the treatment from a man's hands returns to him. 



 

  

thinkers and speakers of good words.  Many of the 

good words concern things we will do.  Those who 

speak in truth do according to what they say. 

    This is Solomon's version of what James later 

says: 

 
Jam 1:26, 27  If anyone among you thinks himself to be reli-
gious while he doesn't bridle his tongue, but deceives his 
heart, this man's religion is worthless.  Pure religion and un-
defiled before our God and Father is this: to visit the father-
less and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself un-
stained by the world.  
 

    Insincere religion will always show up in the 

tongue; but part of what shows up is when a good 

game is TALKED but not DONE.  Any Christian with a 

smidgeon of knowledge can, if called upon, recite 

God's concern for the widow and orphan; but only 

the sincere obey God's simple rule for us to minister 

His mercy to them, and to all in need. 

 
 2 Thess 2:16, 17  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
and God, even our Father, who has loved us and has given us 
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,  com-
fort your hearts and establish you in every good word and 
work.  
 

    Our proverb says that a man's treatment of others 

comes back to him.  If he is insensitive and selfish, 

that is what will come back to him; the world will 

put on a cruel mask to him (God has a way of seeing 

to it).   

    But if his words are affirmations of God's good-

ness and kind deeds, and he further mirrors God 



 

  

with like plans, and finally, if he carries out the good 

he intended, he will enjoy return in kind. 

    Any Christian who is not a minister (meaning he 

does not minister to others) can only be an unhappy 

malcontent, dissatisfied with God's directions for 

Him.  He will have to back up to the previous verse 

and take what comes to the unrighteous for bad 

words and deeds, for that is all that will come of his 

discontent. 
 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    Notice the word "upright."  This is the correct trans-

lation (which most versions don't have) and very im-

portant for our proper understanding of the verse. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The senseless one 
• The one who listens to advice 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• His way is upright in his own eyes 
• Wise 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This might seem like a quaint proverb easily un-

derstood, but it is actually a very important theologi-

cal statement, rather deep in its implications.  It is 

an anthropological statement; that is, it is a state-

ment about man, his nature.  It is, therefore, a com-

ment on what happened when Adam sinned and 

things changed in our relationship to God.  What 

changed?  Our moral authority was transferred to 

ourselves.  That's what our proverb says.  Man's nat-

Proverbs 12:15  
The way of a senseless one is upright in his own eyes,  

but he who listens to advice is wise.  

 



 

  

ural feeling about his own way, his own choices, is 

that they are good, they are justifiable.  By saying 

that our ways are upright in our own eyes Solomon is 

indicating that that's the way we see it; it is not open 

to interpretation; that's how our 'spiritual optic 

nerves' take in the situation.  To see it differently, 

then, would take spiritual eye surgery.  This is why 

one of the many analogies Scripture uses for sin is 

blindness: 

 
 Rev 3:17  Because you say, I am rich and increased with 
goods and have need of nothing, and do not know that you 
are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked  
 

    That means that spiritual matters, matters of re-

ality, those requiring spiritual sight, will be utterly 

misunderstood.  We are not to picture someone who 

is blind but can still hear; we are to picture someone 

who, if he had to see the kingdom of God by his own 

abilities, could never do it: 
 

 John 3:3  Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, I say 
to you, Unless a man is born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God.  
 

    Man cannot perceive God's kingdom, because the 

only Dominion he validates is his own!  This is a 

spiritual bent that must have a spiritual fix; but by 

its very nature, it refuses being fixed.  Why would I 

apply for surgery if I were convinced that I had a 

better view of my situation than the so-called doc-

tor?  This is man's view of God:  "If He really knew 

my condition, He wouldn't be so intrusive.  I'm not 



 

  

that bad off!"   

    And, worst of all, when, in our own ‘infinite’ wis-

dom, we agree that there is a little fixing needed, we 

basically create a God who will fix us just as much 

as we want and no more!  We'll quote Scripture and 

pray and seek reform, but all on our own terms!  

We'll let God say just what we want to hear.  

  

    And this brings us to the second half of our prov-

erb:  "but he who listens to advice is wise."  The first 

advice we need to listen to, of course, is God's.  Im-

mediately, we are instructed on what listening to ad-

vice is not.  It is not screening out what we don't 

want to hear.  Listening to advice means hearing 

everything that is being said.   

    We all, no doubt, know someone who is a perfect 

example of the opposite; someone who 'listens' and 

acknowledges, but who obviously takes very little in, 

especially evidenced by the fact that he goes ahead 

and does just what you advised him not to.  This is 

man's problem in the spiritual realm, only ignoring 

God has no light consequences.  God isn't our 

'buddy' who'll just shrug and say, "Oh well, maybe 

he'll listen next time."  To continue from the Revela-

tion verse quoted above: 

 
 Rev 3:18   I counsel you to buy from Me gold purified by fire, 
so that you may be rich; and white clothing, so that you may 
be clothed, and so that the shame of your nakedness does 
not appear. And anoint your eyes with eye salve, so that you 
may see.  
 



 

  

    Manifestly, the big problem is that someone thus 

described (who says that they have "need of noth-

ing") will never see the need take the Doctor's advice.  

This poor person is radically messed up and will 

therefore submit to no radical surgery.   

    There is only one hope for him:  for God to bypass 

his wishes and give him new eyes that will see the 

problem.   

 

    Hence, once again, Solomon is dividing mankind 

into its two, and only two, spiritual categories.  Evi-

dence for a man made right with God?  He listens to 

God's advice, and he listens to anyone who might 

help him deal with his own stubborn nature better.   

"The worse a critique you have of me," we might say, 

"the more I probably need it."  But who on earth 

thinks like that?   

    Ah, then perhaps we do now have a correctly 

drawn dividing line between life and death, for "few 

there are who find it." 

 
 Prov 20:12   The hearing ear and the seeing eye, Jehovah has 
even made both of them.  



 

  

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    We are being introduced to a new character in this proverb.  

In Proverbs, “the savvy” (used ten times if you count the root 

word, which is used twice) is always a good guy.  Outside of 

Proverbs, he is always a bad guy!  The word itself means 

shrewd, crafty, cunning.  We have dubbed him the savvy one, 

the sharp fellow.  Of course, he's not really a new character; 

he's just another description for the wise man and the righteous 

man we’ve already met. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The senseless 
• The shrewd 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• His vexation is revealed forthwith 
• Covers shame 
 

Teaching of the Verse 
 

    Here is a second proverb in a row on the sense-

less, the first times he has popped up in chapter 12 

(once in 11; four times in 10; twice before that).  His 

character is further developed by its contrast to the 

Proverbs 12:16  
The senseless- in a day is his annoyance is known,  

But the savvy one covers shame. 

 



 

  

"sensible," we might say- perhaps his most perfect 

opposite; the one who 'has a lick of sense' versus 

one who hasn't. 

    The central concept in this proverb is restraint.  

The sharp man has it; the senseless doesn't.  Notice 

that a key to defining things is to take them to their 

extremes.  In chemistry (and a common analogy), 

this is called the acid test.  Under non-pressure sit-

uations, you may never know who is savvy and who 

isn't; but once you inject an insult, say- now you will 

find out what people are made of (who’s gold and 

who’s not). 

 

    The fool's irritation is known rather immediately, 

perhaps the same moment.  In any event, he cannot 

hold in his anger long.  If we were going to be ob-

servant unto minutia, we might even see whether 

his eyes narrowed.  But mostly, the senseless man is 

going to leave us no doubt that he is annoyed.  He 

will insult in kind, raise his voice, become hurtfully 

sarcastic or the like.  Of course, he could rather take 

the tack of acting hurt, of spouting self-pity, of seek-

ing to induce guilt on whoever had vexed him.  Ei-

ther way, his irritation is displayed. 

 

    The savvy fellow knows better than to tip his 

hand.  He knows that one's emotions are one's own, 

to be displayed- not on demand, but only at self-

command.   

    Of course, there is an extent of self-restraint that 



 

  

exceeds our humanness.  A pure stoic seeks to show 

or be influenced by no emotion at all (some would 

call him a Vulcan).  Stoicism is not Biblical.  It is 

just that our display of emotion should first pass the 

guard of mental alertness.  Once that guard has 

been legitimately satisfied, proper emotions can and 

should flow in all their fitting expressions and 

bounds. 

    The sharp-minded will be especially restrained 

when he is annoyed.  He will control his facial ex-

pressions as much as possible, but even if everyone 

present knows what he is feeling, he need not speak 

his thoughts in a vulnerable moment.  If pressed, he 

might excuse himself to gather his wits: "Give me a 

few moments to think about that, please." 

 

    The attribute of God we are mirroring in this re-

straint is longsuffering.  But remember that God 

comes to an end of His longsuffering when it is ap-

propriate.  There is a time to take action.  For the 

Christian, these times will be quite select and his 

range of reactions fairly limited; God is supposed to 

take our vengeance for us.  But where it is appropri-

ate to respond, the truly sensible man will be able to 

fit his response to the situation.  We shouldn't just 

have two responses:  say nothing or blast away.  

Sometimes a very subtle hint is all that is needed 

and anything more would be giving in to anger.   

    And this is the point.  Anger beckons us like a 

pleasure.  We feel a need to give in to it.  Now anger 



 

  

can be an appropriate vehicle for relaying some com-

munications (see Jesus' response in Mark 3:5, for 

instance), but WE are to tame, saddle, and ride IT; 

not it ride us.  You are probably well aware that your 

own experience with anger has been that, when ex-

pressed, it has usually (or always) ridden you.   

    If we learn Biblical wisdom, we will first restrain 

entirely, then express subtly, emotions that before 

had exploded from us like volcanoes, dismantling us 

and hurling destructive debris at those around us.  

Maybe in some future day, we will be able to express 

anger reverently, as the Son of God did, but the 

starting point is to be able to turn off the spigot 

completely. 
 



 

  

 

 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The one who speaks truthfully 
• The false witness 
 

Descriptions: 
 

• Manifests righteousness 
• Manifests deceit 
 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is a commentary on the ninth command-

ment.  Solomon uses "false witness" seven times in 

Proverbs.  This time and all but one of the other 

times, he uses the exact wording from the ninth 

commandment (Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 5).  Solo-

mon is trying to give us a lot of information to identi-

fy false witness, both so we can deal with our own 

deceitful tendencies, and so we can mark a deceitful 

person and avoid the harm he could do to us. 

     Solomon's use of the proverb form to contrast the 

righteous and the wicked gives us confirmation that 

the Ten Commandments are not just negative teach-

Proverbs 12:17  
He who breathes trustworthiness manifests righteousness,  

but a false witness manifests deceit.  

 



 

  

ings.  By condemning a certain negative, God is 

commending the opposite positive.  All of Solomon's 

snapshots of false witness in Proverbs give us a vari-

ety of opposites, so we can better know what God is 

positively enjoining in the ninth commandment. 

    The positive enjoined here is, literally, "breathing" 

faithfulness, firmness, or truth.  This word has al-

ready been used in Prov. 6:19 of a false witness 

"breathing" lies.  The four other times it is used in 

Proverbs, it is the same thing, breathing lies or de-

ceit.  So our verse today is the one verse in Proverbs 

in which the truth is what is breathed.   

 

    Solomon, then, is making a very deliberate con-

trast.  He is thus underscoring in a most striking 

way the naturalness with which both types of men 

on earth operate.  The righteous breathes out truth 

like he exhales air; the unbeliever 'sighs' lies as nat-

urally as he yawns.  And Solomon is hereby notify-

ing us of the comfort with which a servant of God 

should speak truth.  We shouldn't find that our nor-

mal mode is convincing ourselves to be truthful.  

Lies should be abhorrent to a child of God.  The new 

birth is a reality with real manifestations; a new na-

ture has new ways.  The ability to manifest right-

eousness means righteousness has been rooted in 

us. 

    When what comes out of a man's mouth is trust-

worthiness, righteousness is going to be the result.  

This should be deeply gratifying to the Christian.  No 



 

  

amount of deceit from others can erase his truthful-

ness and its effect. 

 

    On the other hand, one way we recognize false 

witness in action is that misdirection results.  Deceit 

is the handling of information so as to give a differ-

ent impression than the right one.*  Deceit can be 

accomplished by the slant put on information, by 

what is left out of communication, by what is added 

in, by how it is spoken ...  Deceivers have as many 

ploys as there are nuances of communication; and, 

again, it all comes naturally (though some really 

good deceivers plan deceit and rehearse its various 

deliveries). 

    Perhaps we have a mighty long way to go to be re-

laxed 'breathers' of truth.  To do so, we would have 

to speak truth doctrinally and personally.  We would 

have to be those who actually fear saying something 

that might not be so, and who would hesitate to 

speak of a person, lest what was spoken did harm. 

 
 

*Biblically, deceit is not the mere misdirection of facts; oth-

erwise, God's armies would not have been able to hide in 

fields and draw an enemy out of their city to ambush them, 

for this would have been misleading.  No, deceit is misinfor-

mation with the intent or outcome of unrighteousness.  

There is misinformation that is absolutely required in some 

instances, the Hebrew midwives, for instance, Exodus 1; or 

people who hid Jews during the Holocaust.  On a practical 

level, you or I may never have to give misinformation to save 



 

  

lives.  Let us at least hope not.  There are persecuted broth-

ers in other places, though, for whom this is an unwelcome 

daily necessity. 

 
 



 

  

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The Hebrew for the 'word-blurter' is used only here 

in Proverbs.  A 'babbler' or 'chatterer' would perhaps 

describe him well.   
    The word for "piercings" is used only here in the 

whole Bible.  Its root is used several times, though, 

and has much the same meaning. 
    The word for "healing" can also mean "to calm,, 

with a root meaning of loosing. 

 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The impulsive talker 
• The wise  
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• His words are like sword cuts 
• His tongue heals 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    A second verse in succession on the tongue; here 

its power to wound or make well are contrasted.  

The wise in a very broad way is being compared to a 

very specific kind of fool- the man who speaks rash-

Proverbs 12:18  
There are those who blurt words  like the piercings of a sword,  

but the tongue of the wise heals.  

 



 

  

ly, unadvisedly.  The teaching of the proverb is that 

whenever someone speaks hastily, without proper 

forethought, harm ensues.  Or, his speech is as if he 

were whirling a sword around wildly; someone's go-

ing to get cut sooner or later.  There are many possi-

ble objects of his damage, too; one is the rash speak-

er himself.  There are also many kinds of rash 

speech; Solomon describes rash religious speech in 

Ecclesiastes: 

 
 Eccl 5:2   Do not be hasty with your mouth, and do not let 
your heart hurry to bring forth a word before God. For God 
is in Heaven, and you are on earth; on account of this, let 
your words be few.  
Eccl 5:6   Do not allow your mouth to cause your flesh to sin; 
do not say before the angel that it was an error. Why should 
God be angry over your voice, and destroy the work of your 
hands?  
 

    In this case the rash speaker hurts himself by un-

advised religious speech.  In most other cases he 

harms others.  The latter are the cases Solomon pri-

marily has in mind in our verse.   

    An impulsive speaker gives way to his anger im-

mediately (see two verses previous, 12:16), and he 

speaks hurtful words.  He is irritated, and someone 

is going to pay.  He may not even care so much to 

hurt someone, but he wishes to express his anger; 

harm just naturally follows.  And it is harm for 

which he is responsible.   

    We may later say, "I didn't mean it" if we speak 

rashly, but Solomon is trying to teach us that this is 



 

  

like someone saying "I didn't mean to slice you with 

my sword" to someone whose arm we just amputat-

ed.  The harm can be irreversible whether we meant 

it or not.  Solomon's advice about keeping company 

with such a person is undeniably implicit:  Avoid 

him!  Would I stay around someone who habitually 

begins swinging a sword without warning? 

    

    Now what is the contrast we are supposed to em-

ulate?  Simply this: pray for and seek to manifest a 

healing tongue.  Ask God for insight into others' 

hurts.  Are we going to add to them or address 

them?  Think about the kind of words that generally 

minister inner health to people; not flattery or phony 

feel-good tripe, but real encouragement 

("encouragement" = "put courage in," literally).  Peo-

ple need courage for the daily battle with sin.  Prob-

ably the best ministering is whatever words convey a 

sincere sense of our empathy, that we're going 

through the same battle; that we are not judges, but 

helpers on the same road with them.  People can 

sense when they are not being patronized, however 

simple the words may be. 

    One thing that nearly goes without saying here is 

that a wise tongue is NOT an impulsive tongue.  A 

wise tongue, by definition, is a thoughtful tongue.  A 

foolish tongue is connected straight to a man's gut; 

he feels it- he speaks it.  A Christian tongue is al-

ways filtered thought the mind, testing whether its 

words are acceptable before being spoken.  There is 



 

  

almost no hope for someone who speaks without 

thought: 

 
 Prov 29:20   Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is 
more hope for a fool than for him.  
 
    The old saying, Count to ten before you speak, is 

actually quite on target Scripturally. 
 

    Finally, note what a complete contrast this verse 

presents!  Tongues ministering healing or hurting.  

Proverbs is actually one of the most discriminating 

books in the Bible.  New Testament authors are 

quite stark,   
 

1 Cor 6:9, 10  Do you not know that unrighteous persons 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not err: neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who make 
women of themselves, nor who abuse themselves with other 
men,  nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor abusive 
persons, nor seizers of possessions, shall inherit the kingdom 
of God, 
 

 but Solomon is not far behind, if at all.  If we are 

listening, he is categorizing us, and it is not while we 

are 'posing' for the Divine camera.  It is in our ordi-

nary, household speech that we betray our spiritual 

nature. 

 

    How do you talk around the house?  Are you go-

ing around spitting invectives because of your dis-

pleasure?  Take heed.  No amount of religious talk, 

belief, or practice can offset this clear sign. 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The first half ends with the same Hebrew word 

which begins the second half:  du, 'ad'.  The word de-

notes progress, as in progress of time.  I have sought 

to reflect this dual use by "perpetually" and 

"perpetuated."   
    Most translations have something like "for a mo-

ment," for the literal "I wink."  Sayings like "in the wink 

of an eye" are common enough for us to retain a lit-

eral rendering here. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Truthful lips 
• A lying tongue  
 

Their Outcomes: 
 

• Erected perpetually 
• Lasts only as long as a blink 
 
Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    The certainty of an outcome 'contracts' time and 

space, so to speak.  When we already know what is 

Proverbs 12:19  

Lips of truth are established perpetually,  

but a lying tongue is perpetuated only as long as  I can wink. 

 



 

  

going to happen, the event can be practically present 

before it happens.  If I have dropped a ball on the 

floor nine times and caught it on the bounce each 

time, I can anticipate the results of a tenth drop 

with a great deal of certainty.  Before that tenth drop 

happens, the expectation is technically a matter of 

faith, but that does not make it uncertain.   
    Solomon, in his continuous training of our faith 

vision, wants us to anticipate certain future out-

comes with a great deal of certainty.  He wants us to 

'contract' time and bring a future event near by 

faith.  In this verse there are two future certainties 

under consideration.  The second one is taken with 

the stronger 'contraction' of time.  The fizzling out of 

a lying tongue, the frustrated end of its career, is 

presented as occurring by the time I can finish 

blinking my eye.  That is a powerful contraction of 

time.  I am, by faith, to bring into the very immedi-

ate present the future certainty that the lying tongue 

will fail.   
    Why do I need to do this?  First, because in the 

present a lying tongue can seem to be very effective 

and therefore desirable.  Also, so that when I am 

tempted to lie, I can know that that lie is not going to 

attain the end I desire.  It will fail, and I will fail as 

long as I stand by it (and oh how hard it is to aban-

don a lie once it is spoken!). 

 
    On the other hand, lips that speak certainties ra-

ther than falsehoods are promised to be unshakea-

ble in the final analysis.  Why do I need to know 

that?  Because truthful lips quite often seem to 

promise a shaky outcome in the present; and be-



 

  

cause I can feel pretty shaky when I know that the 

truth will be misunderstood, outright rejected, or, 

worst of all, will get me in trouble.  If I can, by faith, 

bring the future certainty of truth's vindication near, 

I can calm myself and proceed with confidence. 
 

    A final note:  lying includes agreeing to untruths 

which the Church has settled on, sometimes for gen-

erations.  It is a full-time and ongoing job of the 

Church to insure that its version of the Truth is as 

Biblical as possible and always becoming more Bibli-

cal.  It will not help us when we face Christ as judge 

of our deeds that "I only believed what everyone else 

did" on this or that doctrine, or even that we be-

lieved what smart people did.  

  

    Christ considers His words clear and sufficient.  

The Church's studiousness in Scriptures does not 

presently reflect agreement with Him on this. 
 
 



 

  

12:20 - 26



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Those who plot (lit., "plow") evil 
• Those who advise peace 
 

Their Descriptions: 

 

• Deceit is in their hearts 
• They receive joy 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    The previous verse dealt with lying, now this one 

continues with deceit.  The bad traits being related, 

we can also assume a relation of the good traits; 

therefore, a truthful tongue is also a tongue that 

counsels peace.  They are both 'genetically' trans-

ferred traits from one Father. 

    The main comparison of the proverb is between 

what dwells in the heart of one kind of person 

(deceit) versus what comes to the heart of another 

(joy).  The two activities that identify these charac-

ters and cause their results are the devising of evil 

and the advising of peace.  The plotter of unright-

eous things can never be rid of the deceit in his 

Proverbs 12:20  

Deceit is in the heart of those who forge evil, 

but for those who counsel peace there is  joy.  

 



 

  

heart.  The one whose overall blueprint for others is 

peace can expect joy to come to his heart.   

    The advising or counseling of peace is more than 

just sitting down to settle disputes when they arise.  

It is a general philosophy in our dealings with oth-

ers.  It is seeking their well-being (one of the mean-

ings of the Hebrew word for peace, "shalom").  It is 

likely that Jesus had this verse in mind when He 

said "Blessed are the peacemakers."  A peace-maker 

is peace-worker/ deviser, not too far from the literal 

meaning of the phrase in our verse (one version ac-

tually translates it "those who devise peace"). 

    There is an interesting comparison here between 

deceit and joy.  They are depicted as completely in-

compatible.  Therefore, for people whom joy seems to 

elude, it is likely that deceit governs a significant 

segment of their lives.  This is quite ironic, because 

deceitful plotters are trying desperately to make 

things work to their advantage.  They are actually 

trying to bring joy to themselves; but it will always 

elude them.  Even if they get their hands on whatev-

er prize they were seeking, they will find that real joy 

is the farthest thing from their expected reward. 

     By the way, plotting evil includes plotting sub-

standard righteousness.  Many a Christian's general 

plans are those of God's kingdom with a small but 

significant slice of his own agenda wedged in.  As 

long as the deceit is in their hearts (as our proverb 

says it is), they can certainly only expect to have an 



 

  

effected joy, at least to the degree that their deceit 

rules. 

    Joy is a gift of God as, through Him, is the reward 

of a good conscience testifying that we have sought 

the well-being of men, not our own ends nor their 

hurt. 

 
 

 
 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The key word of the verse is the one translated 

"meaningless trouble".  The Hebrew is 'aven', with a root 

meaning "to pant, hence to exert oneself, usually in vain."  

It is translated properly by everything from "affliction" to 

"idolatry" to "iniquity / wickedness" (by far the most).  Afflic-

tion would seem to be the closest meaning here, but 

since the term is carrying so much weight, the additional 

word "meaningless," part of the root meaning (and where 

the connection to idolatry arises), seems helpful. 
 
 

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 

Prov 12:21  

All meaningless trouble shall not approach the righteous, 

but the immoral shall be filled with unpleasantness.

 



 

  

 

Being Compared: 
 

• The righteous 
• The immoral / wicked  
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• No vain difficulty can come near him 
• Shall have bad things to the full 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Solomon is not trying to pose a difficulty here.  He 

comes to his proverbs with the assumption that oth-

er inspired books are at our disposal, and so the 

book of Job.  There it is written in the conclusion 

that all Job's kindred and friends came to him and 

 

 ... comforted him as to all the evil that Jehovah had brought 

on him.   

 Job 42:11   
 

    This was not a difficulty to Solomon as it is to 

most modern readers.  Our verse today is a com-

mentary on the same subject, but it is not a contra-

diction.  The fact that it could seem so to us is evi-

dence of two facts:  1)  we read superficially and 

miss basic meanings; 2)  we do not come to the Bible 

with fundamental lessons under our belt.  Solomon 

is assuming that since we have the book of Job, we 

have mastered the basic lesson of the book.  What is 

that lesson?  That God can oversee 'bad' things com-



 

  

ing into our lives for good purposes; that bad things 

in a Christian's life are for a good purpose; and that 

the greatest purpose of all is knowing God better.   

    Hence, the underlying problem of man is that we 

don't know God very well, and nothing short of cata-

clysm seems to shake us from our ignorance.  Even 

someone who knew God better than anyone in his 

day (Job 1:8) needed to know Him better (Job 42:5). 

 

    So, summarizing Job with the two definitions of 

"bad" that confuse us:  "Bad" things came into Job's 

life, but nothing "bad" happened to him in the pro-

cess, because God had His hand on the situation, 

and He intended to work it to Job's good.  "Bad" 

things happened (unpleasant events), but nothing 

"bad" happened (separation from God, who is our 

ultimate Good).  In fact, worse things happened 

than Job's loss of possessions, children, and health:  

Job began arguing with God and justifying himself.  

But even this "evil" could not thwart God's plan to 

do Job good. 

    Therefore, it is quite true that "all affliction shall 

not approach the righteous."  It shall not enter his 

soul with any permanent harm.  It can only do the 

temporary damage of fire, but it is the fire of the gold 

refiner, melting the gold, exposing its impurities, but 

then removing them, leaving only pure gold in the 

end.  You might say that afflictions happen 'all 

around' the righteous, but not directly to him, be-



 

  

cause his true experience, one beyond his own sens-

es, is God working the image of Christ in him.  Or 

you might say that it is never the "meaningless trou-

ble" of blind chance that happens to a Christian, but 

only the "meaningful trouble" of God's refining fire. 

    We are not playing word games.  Depending on 

how we context ourselves, we can say that evil hap-

pens to Christians; but we have to include the final 

definition, the one that outlasts the other, and that 

is that no evil ultimately takes hold of a Christian.  If 

our circumstances are part of God's plan, they can-

not be ultimately evil as far as they concern us.  So 

evil, yes, and evil, no; we must just be sure and de-

fine our terms, considering the narrow, but keeping 

the whole picture in view. 

 

    And the whole picture includes what happens to 

non-Christians.  The verse quoted above from Job 

uses the same word for evil that is translated 

"unpleasantness" in the second half of our verse.  So 

Job got 'bad circumstances' as part of the cosmic 

(and earthly) good being done him.  The unrighteous 

only get the 'bad circumstances' as part of the over-

all bad that is happening to them; that is, that they 

are separated from God and therefore abandoned to 

sin.  Since all they can ultimately have is bad, they 

are guaranteed to be filled with bad day by day, even 

when it is "good" (riches, enjoyment, prestige ...).  In 

fact, the 'good' things enjoyed by unbelievers proba-

bly have the highest actual 'badness' rating in the 



 

  

ultimate sense, because those 'benefits' tend to keep 

them from realizing their spiritual predicament. 

 
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Hateful" is from the Hebrew word for abomination: 

that which God rejects at a heart level. 
    "Deal faithfulness" could be simply translated "do 

the truth." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Lying lips 
• Those who work truth 
 

God's Reactions to Them: 

 

• God hates 
• God's delight 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    This is the third of four such comparisons.  Prov. 

11:1, 11:20, 12:22, and 15:8 all use the same 

"Hateful / delight" comparison.  "Hateful" or 

"abomination" is used twenty times altogether in 

Proverbs 12:22  
Lying lips are hateful to Jehovah,  

but those who deal faithfulness are His delight.  

 



 

  

Proverbs, but our four verses give the most complete 

turnaround of emotional responses in God (and re-

member that His emotions are part of His righteous 

perfections); that is, all the way from what repulses 

Him to what makes Him smile.  These four verses 

are, therefore, especially instructive.  The first one 

deals with fair business practices, the second with 

peoples’ basic heart dispositions, and the last with 

religious exercises; the third one, our proverb today, 

deals with truthfulness. 

    God is unchangeable.  One aspect of this attrib-

ute is that God does not have to decide what His re-

sponse is to any of the above-mentioned areas.  He 

does not have to think whether He hates one lifestyle 

or practice and delights in another.  These respons-

es are an eternal part of His character.  Nor did God 

ever have to decide what His character would be.  He 

is now as He always was.  He will always hate the 

same things and delight in the same things which 

He always has because of who He is.  The basis of 

His responses?  Righteousness.  Nor is righteous-

ness a standard outside of God; it, too, is part of His 

eternal character. 

    Especially relevant to our proverb today is God's 

relation to truth and His relation to limitations.  It is 

in the area of truthfulness that Scripture gives the 

clearest word on a sort of limitation in God: 

 

Heb 6:18  so that by two immutable things, in which it was 



 

  

impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consola-

tion, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 

before us  
 

    The two immutable things spoken of are God's 

promise to Abraham, then His oath on top of the 

promise.  We are interested, however, in the state-

ment that it is impossible for God to do something.  

It is impossible for Him to lie.  Is that a limitation in 

God?  Not in His ability, for He is still able to do all 

He desires.  A limitation in His character, then?  Not 

unless lying would improve God's character.  If lying 

would diminish God's character, then lying is the 

limiting factor.  He remains unlimited, then, by His 

rejection of lying.  Unfortunately, we have been influ-

enced  with moral relativism in our day to the point 

that we think God needs to have the option to lie in 

order to remain unlimited. 

    So God naturally responds with hatred towards 

lying.  Lying is not a choice He could make, since His 

soul consents only to truth; therefore, neither is ly-

ing a practice He can countenance or even be ambiv-

alent towards.  He must hate lying.   

    Well then, so we should hate lying.  In fact, this is 

a very necessary part of speaking the truth; we have 

to actually hate lying to really avoid lying.  If we 

merely prefer not to lie, we will eventually be put in a 

spot where we will lie. 

    For those who love to tell only the truth (and 



 

  

whatever we truly love automatically dictates what 

we hate), they have God's delight.  God is moved 

with favor towards those who not only tell the truth, 

but deal truthfully in all ways with all people. 

    Imagine God being moved with happiness at a 

soul level in response to your truthfulness. 

 
 

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    This is the first time this Hebrew word for fools has 

been used since chapter ten.  Its root meaning is 

"fat," and we have translated it "dullards" (from BDB). 
    This is the second time we've heard about the 

"insightful" man, from a Hebrew root meaning "to 

make bare."  In 12:16 we introduced him as the savvy 

person, the sharp-minded one. 
 

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• A keen man 

Proverbs 12:23  
An insightful man conceals knowledge,  

but the heart of dullards cries aloud their senselessness.   

 



 

  

• A dullard's heart 
 

Their Defining Activities: 

 

• Conceals knowledge 
• Calls out stupidity 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    It is remarkable how many proverbs depict the 

wise man 'playing his cards close to his chest'.  The 

wise man almost sounds secretive, but then we read 

proverbs that reveal the healing activities of the wise 

man's outgoing words and acts.  Putting these fac-

tors together, we surmise that a wise man always 

speaks and acts from a backdrop of silent thought-

fulness and then only what should be spoken in the 

situation. 

    Our verse characterizes the insightful fellow by 

his attitude towards knowledge.  He conceals it.  

This doesn't mean that all he does is to conceal it, 

but it means that he knows how, contrary to human 

impulse, to hold knowledge in reserve.   

 

    What do most people do with knowledge?  Spill it.  

That's right, when knowledge is revealed at the 

wrong time, it's just as bad as not even airing the 

knowledge when it's needed.  Prematurely relayed, 

knowledge is a waste, a spill.  And that's what our 

verse says the dullard does.  He 'spills his guts', as 

the saying goes, not too far from a literal rendering 



 

  

of our verse.   

    So the dullard can also be characterized by his 

attitude towards information.  He sees no need to 

guard his mouth.  If it's something that has oc-

curred to him, everyone else may as well know it too.  

There is no screening process in his mind; or, ra-

ther, his screening process is self-approving.  His 

heart only knows how to display his ability to size 

things up, which, contrary to his own opinion, is ac-

tually an inability.  As Solomon says elsewhere: 

 

 Eccl 10:3   Yes also, when the fool walks by the way, his 

heart fails him, and he says to everyone that he is a fool.  

 

    Even the way a simpleton walks down the road 

betrays his folly. 

 

    There are some very important matters that simp-

ly should not be presently revealed.  Much of this 

restraint has to do with a wise assessment of the 

readiness of our audience to hear.  This is even true 

of Biblical knowledge, but in that case, it is shame-

ful for others if they are unprepared to receive what 

God has spoken: 
 

 Heb 5:11  of whom [Melchizedek] we have much to say, and 

hard to be explained since you are dull of hearing.  
 

    May it never be the case that our pastors with-

hold truth from us because of our preference for ig-

norance!  Their silence would thus amplify the cry of 



 

  

our hearts that we are senseless.  (You might be sur-

prised- rather it should be ashamed- at what your 

pastor is not telling you.) 

 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 
    The Hebrew for "hard worker" means "incisive."  It 

was used earlier in Proverbs as "gold" (as something 

dug with an 'incisive' tool).  Perhaps "digger" would 

be a more literal rendering. 
    The Hebrew for "lazy" is another word used slightly 

differently by Solomon than other Old Testament writ-

ers.  Everywhere else, this word is translated by forms 

of the word "deceit." 
    The basic meaning of "forced labor" is "burden." 
     

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The digger's hand 
• The shiftless ("hand" can be supplied from the first 

Proverbs 12:24  

The hand of the hard worker shall rule,  

but the lazy ones will become forced labor.    

 



 

  

half of the verse; so "the shiftless man's hand") 
 

Their Defining Activities: 

 

• Rules 
• Is put to burdensome work 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    This is the second time we've met this pair.  In 

10:4 we read: 

 

 Prov 10:4  He who deals with a lazy hand becomes poor; but 

the hand of the hard worker makes rich.  

 

    Now we also learn that in the human 'food chain,' 

the guy who keeps at it will eventually gain higher 

authority, and the fellow who shirks responsibility 

will fall under more despotic oversight.   

    Lazy people simply can't hold a position of re-

sponsibility on their own.  They may be able to dele-

gate work, blameshift, bluster, or make excuses, but 

eventually their distance from the actual work will 

catch up with them. 

    Almost everyone has lazy tendencies.  Most of us 

learn to overcome these tendencies when their at-

tendant unpleasantries begin to surface. 

    We noted above the kinship between laziness and 

deceit in the Hebrew.  The lazy person is a natural 

deceiver.  As he abandons tasks, he is writing his 

script should he be questioned; he even includes 



 

  

acting directions ("make pitiful face," etc.) to pull off 

his sham. 

    The lazy person may not be altogether unproduc-

tive in life; it's just that he'll have to have someone 

'sitting on top of him' to see that he follows through.  

(For example, prominent men are oftentimes lazy 

men who were driven to their status by their wives.) 
 

    The 'ditch-digger' personality is driven somewhat 

similarly, except it is not some overlord who has to 

'sit on him.'  His own motivations drive the diligent 

man.  Usually he has a combination of motives:  

knowledge that the work needs to be done, so I may 

as well do it right and on time; knowledge that high-

er, more desirable positions assume greater dili-

gence; knowledge that sustenance only comes 

through work; shame at the thought of being consid-

ered lazy.  Of course, the supreme motivation for the 

godly worker is the fear of God: 
 

 Col 3:22 - 25  Slaves, obey your masters according to the flesh 

in all things; not with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but in sin-

gleness of heart, fearing God.  And whatever you do, do it 

heartily, AS TO THE LORD and not to men;  knowing that from 

the Lord you shall receive the reward of the inheritance. For 

YOU SERVE THE LORD Christ.  But he who does wrong shall re-

ceive justice for the wrong which he did, and there is no re-

spect of persons.  

   

    Even a slave can bear rule, by the way: 

 

 Prov 17:2  A wise servant shall have rule over a son who 



 

  

causes shame, and shall have part of the inheritance among 

the brothers.  
 

    Not all paths to greater dominion are the same.  

Of course we remember Joseph in prison.  Even as a 

faithful prisoner he rose in responsibility and es-

teem.  Remember, God is the rewarder, so we will 

rise to our proper place of service.  If you feel you 

are diligent and unrewarded, remember two things: 

1)  You may be basically diligent with a certain stub-

born area of laziness that needs to be dealt with.  

God would be unwise to raise you to the next level 

with this remaining handicap; 

2)  The 'job description' God has for you at the next 

level may have an automatically longer 'prerequisite' 

training period in the lower position(s).  Moses spent 

40 years out of Egypt before coming back to his as-

signed work. 

 
 

 

 

Proverbs 12:25  

Anxiety in a man's heart weighs it down, 

But a good word makes it glad.  

 



 

  

     
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Heart worry 
• A positive word 
 

Their Effects: 
 

• Prostrates / depresses the heart 
• Makes the heart glad 
 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Something from inside a man, with no other 

source than himself, can be like a large rock in his 

soul, weighing him down.  Something from outside of 

man, a word spoken by another, can enter the heart 

and brighten it, lifting the weight and dispelling the 

worry. 

    Technically, the word spoken doesn't even have to 

be from someone else: 

 

1 Sam 30:6  And it greatly distressed David, for the people 

spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was 

grieved, each one for his sons and for his daughters.  But Da-

vid encouraged himself in Jehovah his God.  

 

    Anxiety needs no more motivation than a person's 

negative imagination.  Every day there are many 



 

  

people who commit suicide who seemed to have 

'everything going for them'.  Ugliness of situation is 

in the eye of the beholder, and some people just tend 

to see mostly ugliness.  This is not to say that there 

is no ugliness in the world.  There may even be more 

ugliness than good (based on rewards given on the 

last day*); but Solomon is saying that a person's re-

sponse to life is what matters.   

    Again, Joseph in prison could have focused on his 

brothers' hatred and betrayal, Potiphar's unjust sen-

tence, his lack of prospects for release.  All of these 

no doubt plagued Joseph's mind, but he made him-

self listen to a better voice.  Something (actually 

Someone) was telling him that an ultimately good 

purpose was being worked out through all of this.  

God had revealed things to him, and God would not 

now abandon him.   

    A very basic and a very simple lesson confronts 

us here.  "Gospel" means "good message" in Greek.  

If our heart is not gladdened by it, have we really re-

ceived the Gospel?  If we are not basically glad peo-

ple, what realistic claim do we have to being a Chris-

tian?  We are not talking about a saccharine, super-

ficial gladness here.  Nor are we talking about a 

gladness that categorically refuses negative 

thoughts, such as conviction of sin.  Jesus said: 

 

 Matt 5:4   Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.   
 



 

  

    It is not those who bypass sadness who receive 

comfort; it is those who go through the sadness God 

intends.  We are sinners, and if we are not sorrowful 

for our sins and sinfulness, this is just as sure a 

sign that we have never understood the Gospel.  The 

glad word from God is not, "Be glad. I am God," for 

as God, He is just as much Judge.  The glad word 

from God is, "Be glad.  I am Savior."  And a savior 

saves from something.  Salvation from poverty, lone-

liness, and a negative attitude?  Thus much of the 

modern Church would have it.  But no, salvation is 

from sin.  If you're not a sinner, you don't qualify for 

the Gospel.  If the salvation isn't saving you from 

sin, it doesn't qualify as salvation.  So what is sin? 

 

 1 John 3:4   Everyone who is a sinner goes against the Law, 

for sin is going against the Law.  
 

    What is the Law?   

 

 Rom 13:8, 9   Owe no one anything, except to love one an-

other; for he who loves another has fulfilled the Law.   For: 

"Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do 

not bear false witness; do not lust;" and if there is any other 

commandment, it is summed up in this word, "You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself."  

    Paul puts the Ten Commandments at the heart of 

the Law.  Love for God and love for man is a sum-

mary of the Ten Commands (and all God's laws).  Let 

us ask, then, do we keep God's commands; that is, 

do we love sufficiently? 



 

  

 

 Rom 7:14, 15  For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am 

carnal, sold under sin.   For that which I do, I know not.  For 

what I desire, that I do not do; but what I hate, that I do.  

 

    So much of the modern gospel is an attempt to 

squelch this admission.  But the Gospel is a glad-

dening word, not by denial of my sinfulness, but by 

an admission that this is the kind of person God 

came to save!  As Paul closes out this chapter: 

 

 Rom 7:24, 25  O wretched man that I am !  Who shall deliv-

er me from the body of this death?   I thank God through Je-

sus Christ our Lord!  So then with the mind I myself serve 

the Law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.  
 

    Paul can easily say both things in one breath, be-

cause that is simply the nature of the Gospel.  The 

Gospel gladdens me because it meets me right down 

in the muck of my sinfulness.  And I accept the on-

going struggle with sin.  Part of me will always be a 

reminder of who I was; but the real me will be serv-

ing God (and notice in the verse that this service is 

by thinking on and by God's Law).  

 

    We should say more about the need for speaking 

kind and encouraging words to other people, but let 

us be clear that the kindest word is the Gospel, and 

the Biblical Gospel has been misplaced today, by 

and large. 

    So if you are a Christian, you should be glad be-

cause of God's word of kindness- the Gospel.  With 



 

  

this gladness, you should speak good words to oth-

ers in two ways: 

1)  Specifically- by the same Gospel that saved you; 

2)  Generally- by giving uplifting words to bring peo-

ple out of discouragement or to keep to them from it.  
 

*  But before we hastily conclude that there is more bad than 

good in the world, we must consider concepts such as in Ps 

119:64, "O Jehovah, the earth is full of Your mercy."  That 
there is more bad than good in the average human soul seems 

well-attested. 

    

 
 

Proverbs 12:26  
The righteous investigates more than his neighbor does,  

but the way of the wicked leads them astray.  

   



 

  

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The Hebrew for "investigates" means "seek, search out, 

spy out, explore."  It is translated in a fairly wide variety of 

ways, but this rendering seems sufficiently straightforward. 
 

    Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The righteous 
• The immoral 
 

Their Defining Activities: 

 

• Searches / analyzes more than his neighbor 
• His path causes him to stray 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    The righteous man is righteous because he knows 

that righteousness is not native to himself.  He is 

righteous because he knows righteousness has to be 

imported into a human being.  Righteousness, then, 

is able to come into him because he has realized that 

righteousness does not flow from him.  This gives a 

righteous man a good foundation for being fairly ob-

jective.  He knows not to look to himself for true stand-

ards.  True standards are outside himself, in God and 

in His Word.  Thus, the righteous man investigates 

his path in life.  The only way he can know if he is 

right is by investigation.  His intuition fails him auto-

matically.  Intuition is the way of the immoral, ac-

cording to our verse; his path, the path that is native 



 

  

and natural to him, leads him into error. 

    So a righteous man is a thinking man.  Further-

more, he is self-critical.  Ironically, this gives him great 

confidence in his life choices.  Because he has not lis-

tened to his heart, as the world would have him do, he 

is able to discern with great accuracy the factors be-

fore him and within himself, subject them to the light 

of Scriptures, and come to valid conclusions.   

 

   The world tells us to trust our hearts because it has 

wholly abandoned any hope of finding objective truth;  

I just have to find my truth and you have to find yours.  

Unfortunately, many Christians follow only a slight 

variation on that theme.  They say, "You go by your in-

terpretation of Scripture, and I'll go by mine."  Or even 

more subjectively (subjective = opposite of objective), 

"You go by what the Holy Spirit is telling you, and I'll 

go by what He's telling me."  By our verse, God would 

define someone who is truly sold on this approach as 

wicked, as verified by Jesus' warning: 

 

 Matt 7:22, 23  Many will say to Me in that day, Lord! Lord!  
Did we not prophesy in Your name, and through Your name 
throw out demons, and through Your name do many wonder-
ful works?  And then I will say to them I never knew you!  De-
part from Me, those working lawlessness!  
 

    This person was thoroughly convinced in his own 

heart that he was doing things Jesus’ way, but he was 

“lawLESS,” meaning that he bypassed the Law (= true 

love), listening to his own heart, or he misconstrued the 

Law, listening to his own heart. 



 

  

    Concerning the 'Every man for himself' approach to 

interpreting Scripture, possibly the most important is-

sue the Church ever has to decide is:  Has God spo-

ken clearly in His Word?   

 

    At the root of this question is the further question:  

Did God have the power to convey His words in the Bi-

ble exactly as He wished?  Strangely, in our day, the 

Church generally answers a hazy kind of Yes to this 

but then proceeds to treat the Bible as a very unclear 

word.  Individual Christians almost feel forced to aban-

don a strict interpretation of Scriptures because of 

some passage they have encountered that stymied 

them one way or another.  Then, because of this per-

sonal failure to understand Scriptures, they have pro-

ceeded to some alternative means of arriving at God's 

will.  It is almost always Scripture in combination with 

some form of human wisdom: I’ll use Scriptures where 

they say what I understand, church maxims where 

those are easier to grasp.  The problem is, everyone 

considers the maxims as Spirit-taught truth, and the 

mixture is pure poison. 

 

    Solomon is admonishing us in this very matter to-

day.  He is reminding us that the righteous man avoids 

being led astray by understanding that truth is out-

side himself, in Scriptures.  The Christian can inves-

tigate his path because he has something to investi-

gate it by. 

 

    Now for the four-letter word:  work.  Yup, you 

can't investigate, you can't be a thinking person, un-



 

  

less you sit down with your Scriptures and work to 

understand them.  Thanks be to God for learned, 

spiritual men, who in their teachings give us the 

reasons they came to this or that conclusion- give 

them so clearly that we can go back and repeat the 

same route of reasoning, give them so thoroughly 

that we can defend our position under cross-

examination.  Good teachers produce more good 

teachers.  Good teachers are investigators who pro-

duce investigative Christians.  The spirit that they 

attain is one of caution:  my intuitions will lead me 

astray.  It's frighteningly easy to assign my own in-

tuitions to the Holy Spirit's leading.  I'd better be 

very sure that my decisions are thoroughly in line 

with the written Word of God. 

 

    The path of righteousness therefore also necessi-

tates sufficient time in prayer to investigate myself 

in God's presence and to return from any straying 

tendencies. 
 

  



 

  

 



 

  

12:27 - 13:5



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 
    The Hebrew for "pursue" is only used this once in 

Scriptures.  It can either mean to entangle, to set in 

motion/ start, or to roast. 
     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The lazy 
• The industrious 
 

Defining Activities: 
 

• Doesn't catch / start after  his prey 
• Values his possessions 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is the pair we just studied in 12:24; the de-

ceitful/ lazy and the incisive/ digger-man/ industri-

ous fellow.  The first time we saw the shiftless and 

the diligent compared was in 10:4.  That first com-

parison was between their relative accumulation and 

loss of assets; 12:24 was between their relation to 

authority, being more in authority versus under 

harsher rule.  Our verse today makes an interesting 

Proverbs 12:27  
The slothful man doesn't pursue his prey,  

But the possessions of diligent men are valued.  

   



 

  

third to the triptych.  Today we consider their atti-

tudes towards their possessions or acquisition of 

them.  One man NEEDS and denies/ ignores; the 

other HAS and enjoys.  This is a more basic descrip-

tion than the first two; it is more at the root of who 

each man really is.  We are now ready, then, to say, 

“This is a lazy man.  I wouldn’t have thought so, but 

he actually fits the description when held up to him.  

He has a core of laziness driving him.”   

    As to the immediate context, the two proverbs 

since 12:24 have indicated that a lazy man is a man 

who has abandoned hope (12:25), and that he 

doesn't bother with questions about the importance 

of life; he's satisfied with an animal existence 

(12:26).  Now we expand on this overall view of life 

by further showing his detachment from life as a 

creature made in God's image.   

    The shiftless man's bottom line is avoiding the dif-

ficulties of responsibility, so he actually ends up de-

fining himself as a lesser being.  It's not that he is 

humble- he is hopelessly vain.  He sees responsible 

people as stupid ants running around with all ener-

gy, no purpose.  He sees himself as a kind of king, 

more important than the masses.  Life's purpose is 

enjoyment, right?  I don't enjoy work, so I'd be deny-

ing life's purpose to get too caught up in it.  He sees 

the diligent man enjoying his goods and desires the 

enjoyment… without the work.  The lazy deceiver, of 

course, fails to see that man was also meant to find 



 

  

enjoyment in his work, then in its fruits. 

    So the shiftless man's attitude towards the pur-

suit of sustenance is: if it's going to be too involved, 

I'd better not get started on something I probably 

can't finish.  If it's a rabbit that needs catching for 

dinner- well, you know how rascally those rabbits 

are.  I could sight one after another and have them 

all still slip my grasp.  I'm actually ahead of the 

game by just sitting here, you know, because at the 

end of the day, I'll at least still have some energy.  If 

I had fruitlessly sought rabbits, I'd be exhausted 

and hungry. 

    The diligent fellow is different.  He is not detached 

from life.  He has real comprehension of the whole 

fabric of earthly existence and his part in it.  He sees 

that work is part of that whole.  He sees that what 

he gains by work is to be responsibly used; that is 

part of its purpose.  So the rabbit is appreciated for 

its part in my sustenance.  It is worth chasing, pre-

paring, cooking well, enjoying, and cleaning up af-

terwards.  The lazy fellow might be inspired to go af-

ter the rabbit, but he could break off his pursuit at 

any point.  If he was lucky enough to bag a hare at 

first sighting, he might cut corners at any following 

stage, even failing to thoroughly clean or cook the 

beast. 
 

    So there are the two ends of a wide spectrum.  On 

the one end is the fellow who won't be bothered fol-



 

  

lowing through on the acquisition of food, shelter, 

and related possessions.  On the other end is the fel-

low who not only gets started, but sees things 

through to the acquiring, valuing, and therefore 

proper use of what he gains.  Because he saw it in 

the means, he can see it in the end.  He has a job; 

he is going to do it well, for his own sake and the 

company's sake which provides for him.  He has a 

house; he is going to keep it in good repair.  He has 

a car; he is going to maintain it so it can continue to 

carry him to his responsibilities.   

    Oftentimes lazy people use Christianity as a cov-

er, usually to elicit help from the Christian commu-

nity.  Paul says not to feed them if they won't work 

(2 Thess. 3:10). 

    Then there are the seemingly diligent who seek to 

amass wealth because they love money, who use the 

Christian work ethic to justify their greed.  Paul 

warns them of the danger of having more than they, 

by God's specific grace in this area, can handle.  Any 

abundance is dangerous, not because of itself, but 

because of our natural avarice: 

 

 1 Tim 6:9  But those purposing to be rich fall into tempta-

tion, and a snare, and many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 

plunge men into ruin and destruction.  
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    There are three different Hebrew words for a path in 

this verse (in bold print above).  Any of them might be 

translated "road," "path," or "way" in a given verse.  The 

word in the first half of the verse may imply more of a high-

way or main thoroughfare.  The word translated "path" 

may imply more of a personal trail, one marked out be-

cause used.  When they are used together, their various 

shades of meaning are brought out, and each particular 

shading is dependent on the relation to the group.  We 

might translate the second half, "and the manner of that 

course is the negation of death." 
     
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Described: 
 

• The road of righteousness 
 

Definitions: 
 

• Holds life 
• The way of its path excludes death 
 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 12:28  

In the road of righteousness is  life,  

And the way of that  path is  no death! 

   



 

  

 

    This is another of Solomon's wide, categorical 

statements.  He is commending the Christian way as 

highly as he can.  If he is overstating his case, he is, 

of course, a liar.  Because he is under Divine influ-

ence in his writing, though, we may be sure that he 

is not merely 'selling' his personal brand of religion.  

He is a voice from God warning us that there is only 

one path of life; that it is so full of life, that those 

who neglect it are being most ignorant and stub-

born.  He is also giving us another tell-tale mark of 

the hypocrite: someone who has a big pious act 

(even if it's just an easy-going persona), but whose 

habit of life includes death traits (unrighteousness). 

    "In the road of righteousness is life."  This is first 

of all inclusive; all on this road have this possession.  

It is secondly exclusionary; those not on this road 

are absent this possession: life. 

    Notice also that it is NOT, “the road of righteous-

ness LEADS to life,” though that is also true.  The 

road itself IS life.  Hence, it is a WHOLE way of life, 

not merely a collection of righteous elements; not 

even (hypothetically) 99 elements out of 100.  You’re 

either on the road and HAVE life or NOT.  Our 

proverb’s indicator for being off the living road: the 

presence of Death. 

    To be on the Righteous Road, we must first know 

Someone who is called a road ("I am the Way"), 

righteousness ("who became for us ... Righteous-



 

  

ness"), and life ("I am ... the Life").  Therefore, those 

who have Jesus have righteousness, and those who 

have righteousness have life.  This path is minus 

Death. 

    This is first of all true with reference to justifica-

tion.  In justification, righteousness is a gift put on 

our account before God.  Since we had no righteous-

ness (or, rather, had an anti-righteousness), Christ 

had to be a righteous man on our behalf.  His right-

eousness is the only one that is acceptable to God, 

which He did accept in order to credit it to Their cho-

sen people. 

    But our proverb is mainly reminding us that the 

Living Path also has reference to sanctification.  

Those whom Jesus declares righteous (justifies), He 

also makes righteous (sanctifies).  Those who are 

justified are destined to be perfectly righteous in 

Heaven.  Part of the proof that they are on the way 

to Heaven is that the process has unmistakably be-

gun here on earth.  Righteousness will be manifest-

ed in a child of God's life.  He will walk ITS path, not 

Death’s. 

 

    By the way, how did Solomon and all those before 

Christ's coming see Him as justifier?  They saw Him 

in types and shadows, mainly in the Tabernacle/ 

Temple service with its blood sacrifices for sin.  They 

were being clearly shown that the innocent must die 

in place of the guilty if the guilty are to be acquitted.  



 

  

How wonderful an improvement-fulfillment, then, 

when Christ finally came!  How Unfitting for those 

who name Him to walk in any form of Death. 

    So much for the first half of the verse- the basic 

statement.  Now comes the rounding out of that 

statement.  How much life is in that righteous path, 

or what kind of life?  The one who travels that road 

will experience no death. 

    This, too, has a justification reference.  Those 

whom Christ counts righteous have had the right-

eous claims of death (imposed by God) released.  We 

were legally bound; now we are legally freed.  God's 

righteousness has been upheld, then, in two ways!  

He proved that He would not change His standards 

just to save us, and He met the penalty of those 

standards in Christ's substitutionary death.  Christ 

tasted death for us, so He has removed death as far 

from us as the east is from the west. 

    Again, this necessarily carries a sanctification ref-

erence, too.  If we know what death looks like in a 

person's life, we can easily tell when a Christian has 

strayed from the path by his practice of death. 

 

 Jam 1:15  Then when desire has conceived, it  brings forth 

sin.  And sin, when it is fully formed, brings forth death.  
 

    This is the unchanging pathway of death.  It 

starts as desire, gives birth to sin, and ends as 

death: separation from God.  Two New Testament 

phrases describing death in a Christian are 'grieving 



 

  

the Spirit' (Eph. 4:30) and 'quenching the Spirit' (1 

Thess. 5:19).  When we separate ourselves from 

God's fellowship, we separate ourselves from life.  

We may still have spiritual life in ourselves, but we 

can be thinking, acting, and dwelling in death.  A 

paradox?  More like a two-headed monstrosity!  An 

ugly paradox that is meant not to puzzle us but 

sicken us. 

    The Christian path itself has no death in it.  (The 

modern take on this is that we can just invite death 

along us on the Christian path.)  Therefore, if we are 

practicing death (unrighteousness), even accidental-

ly, we have departed from the Christian path; we 

have taken a detour or simply wandered off- aim-

lessly, or heading for some distant sight, or just to 

pick flowers in a field marked "No Trespass-

ing."  ("But I didn't see the sign!")  When God brings 

us to repentance, the stopped up flow of life we had 

caused is finally released.  If someone wanders off 

and doesn’t come back? 

 

 Heb 12:8  But if you are without discipline, whereof all have 

been made partakers, then are you illegitimate, and not chil-

dren.  
 

    God will bring things into His children's lives 

which will make the presence of idols intolerable; ei-

ther that, or He will even go so far as to take their 

lives: 

 1 Cor 11:30, 31  For this cause a number of you are feeble and 



 

  

ill, and a number are dead.  But if we were true judges of 

ourselves, punishment would not come on us.  
 

    Death is obviously an appropriate answer from 

God for those who stubbornly remain in the realms 

of death. 

 

    Let us judge ourselves and keep to the path of 

Life! 
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Admonition" means discipline or punishment in He-

brew. 
    A "scoffer" is literally one who "makes mouths at". 
    There is no verb for the first part of the verse.  Normal-

ly in Hebrew, a "to be" verb is supplied when there is no 

verb; hence, "A wise son is his father's discipline."  Or, by 

extension, "... is the result of his father's admonition."  Or 

we could take it more starkly (as above), with the son 

and the father simply laid alongside one another to de-

pict an association.  We might then supply "A wise son is 

in the realm of his father's admonition."  Most transla-

tions, though, borrow the verb from the second half of 

the verse "A wise son hears the admonition ..." 

Analysis of the Verse: 

Proverbs 13:1  

A wise son: the admonition of a father,  

But a scoffer: he has not heard rebuke.  

   



 

  

 

Being Compared: 
 

• The wise son 
• The scoffer 
 

Identifiers: 
 

• His father's discipline 
• Does not hear / obey chiding 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Comparing 13:1 with 10:1, we might have a sec-

ond major section begun here.  12:28 was certainly 

a fitting conclusion to a section. 

    This is our first introduction to the Scoffer in the 

proverbs proper.  He appeared in three passages in 

the Introductory chapters (1:22, 3:12, 9:7-12). 

    

    There are only two real responses to a parent's 

authority: obedience or rejection.  All responses are 

some kind and degree of one or the other.  There is 

no way to avoid a response, because God created the 

relationship between parent and child as a binding 

one.   

    The same is basically true for all authority rela-

tionships.  God created human authority relation-

ships to hold a mirror to our autonomous souls.  We 

say, "If it was good authority, I'd submit."  God says, 

"I am in authority; I placed them over you.  Submit.  

Submit for you spirit's sake; bring you independent 



 

  

nature into subjection.  Submit to ME.” 

    A wise son considers himself merely an extension 

of his father's discipline.  Indeed, how wise this is!  

For what child can avoid being the product of his 

upbringing?  He can either cooperate with it and re-

ceive whatever benefits are there, or he can fight it 

and try to set himself up as the only worthy authori-

ty in his life.  The latter person our verse calls a 

Scoffer. 

    Incredibly, those who reject authority do "make 

mouths" at parents, bosses, etc.  When they repeat 

things authority figures said, they mouth them in a 

sarcastic way in order to characterize the authority 

as unworthy.  This is insult and mockery and has no 

place on the Christian tongue or in the Christian 

heart. 

 

Matt 21:28-31  "But what do you think?  A man had two sons, 

and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my 

vineyard.'  He answered and said, 'I will not,' but afterward 

he regretted it and went.  Then he came to the second and 

said likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he 

did not go.  Which of the two did the will of his father?" 

 

    Hopefully, if we have been arrogant toward God-

ordained authority, we will regret it and do our 

heavenly Father's will from now on. 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The Hebrew for "ingests" is simply "eats." 

    The "cunning" is the "covered one" of 11:3 & 6. 

    Ingests would seem to be supplied to the second half of 

the proverb; therefore, "the soul of the cunning eats/

ingests violence." 

    "Violence" is an interesting word in Hebrew.  It can carry 

more than the idea of violence, for Sarah used the word 

when she told Abraham, "My wrong be upon you."  Ma-

nipulation or extortion may be the root idea of the word. 
     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The fruit of speech 
• The soul of the cunning 
 

Identifiers: 
 

• Causes good things to be ingested 
• Eats coercion 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    The first half of 12:14 was quite similar: 
 

 Prov 12:14   A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit 
of the mouth, and the dealing of a man's hand shall be given 
back to him.  

Proverbs 13:2  
From the fruit of the mouth a man ingests good,  

But the soul of the cunning- violence. 

   



 

  

 

    Solomon is augmenting this law of return in to-

day’s proverb.  Both in the design of creation- the 

natural way things work by how God made them- 

and in God's interaction with His creatures, our own 

actions and intentions tend to return to us.  So out 

of the mouth go good words (its fruit), and into the 

man's life return good things.  This certainly shows 

how important words are.  Words stand for our 

whole being.  In fact, "mouth" in the first half of the 

proverb is parallel to "soul" in the second half.     

    Just as in nature a tree gives fruit and nature’s 

other processes give the tree back what it needs to 

thrive, so in the spiritual realm.  Therefore, there 

should be a kind of compulsion in our mouths to fill 

certain voids around us.  Where someone is deject-

ed, words of kindness should be drawn from our 

mouths, for instance.  There is a natural compulsion 

from human lips, and it is not kind.  Most people are 

always following this base compulsion.  There 

should therefore be plenty of repair our tongues can 

do.  People have been battered verbally.  It is gener-

ally unlikely we would be spreading kind words too 

far, to someone who actually doesn't need them.  

And even if we did, which side is it better to err on?  

Too much kindness, or the withholding of it? 

    From the fruit of our loving truthfulness, there is 

a natural tendency for good things to return to us.  

There is also God's direct intervention, by which He 

sees to it that His good servants are recompensed.  



 

  

God sees when we speak what is good; He sees to it 

that all that is good returns to us again. 

 

    The soul of the cunning, though- not a selfless 

bone in his body- he opens his mouth trying to get a 

return for himself, extorting it by bluster, self-pity, 

others' guilts or insecurities ...  But what does our 

proverb say he will eat?  The same coercion he tries 

to force on others.  As with the good that good men 

receive, the cunning man’s consequence happens 

both naturally and by direct Providence.  Where he 

pushed beyond proper boundaries, those boundaries 

will tend to collapse back on him, forcing him into a 

cage.  Where God is displeased with him, God will 

work in life’s circumstances and men’s hearts (doing 

no damage to their own nature and will) to set a 

plate of coercion on Mr. Cunning’s table, further 

choking it into his mouth even while he is still trying 

to pry things to his advantage. 

 

    Finally, on the other side of it, the best healing 
words we can speak, of course, are words of God's 

gospel.   

    It is only fitting that gracious Gospel words, 
words about Jesus and Scriptures, should be spo-

ken [read slowly and distinctly] from a gracious 

heart graciously. 



 

  

 

 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The one who guards his mouth 
• The one who opens wide his lips 
 

Outcomes: 
 

• Puts a fence about his life 
• Is dismantled 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Some consider the ability to speak one's mind 

candidly, completely, and continuously a great gift.  

Apparently, since there are those who have difficulty 

expressing themselves, and others who hold back 

speaking through insecurity, the 'shoot-from-the-

hip', 'I-always-say-what's-on-my-mind' person is to 

be admired and emulated. 

    If we were considering ability of expression, this 

might be so, but we are being taught today that 

there is much more to be considered in evaluating 

someone's speaking habits.  People are not meant to 

be walking diaries.  Neither is there such a bosom 

Proverbs 13:3  

He who guards his mouth protects his life;  

he who opens his lips wide is undone.  

   



 

  

pal as can remain unharmed and unstained if we 

spill all the acid of our dislikes and complaints on 

them.  Of course, such sessions are usually gossip 

(complaining about a person rather than about my 

own weaknesses), and so both me and my pal agree 

as to whom we hate and why:  twice the volume and 

potency of spilled acid. 

    This is what Solomon means by "opening wide the 

mouth"- someone who feels that self-expression is 

his birthright regardless of subject matter or audi-

ence. 

    He is also telling us that even one slip of an other-

wise guarded mouth can work much ruin.  The only 

safety is in perpetual restraint of speech: 

 

 Jam 3:2   For we all stumble in many ways. If any one does 

not stumble in word, this one is a mature man, able also to 

bridle the whole body.  
 

    If love is our heart motive, our speech can be ra-

ther free.  If by God's Spirit (and it can only be by 

God's Spirit) we are not seeking our own ends, but 

only desire to use our mouths as instruments of 

help and healing, the self-guarding process can be 

rather quick and spontaneous- indeed, beautiful: 
 

 Prov 25:11   Apples of gold in a setting of silver, is  the word 

spoken at its fit times.  
 

    This is the kind of speech that develops with 

practice.  Check my motives, consider the circum-



 

  

stances, consider my words, consider their likely im-

pact ...   All this can eventually be a rather automat-

ic process, but- in this life- never as automatic as 

the unkind word, the self-protecting lie, the arrogant 

boast: 

 

 Jam 3:7, 8  For every sort of beast and bird and every living 

thing on earth and in the sea has been controlled by man and 

is under his authority;  but the tongue may not be controlled 

by man; it is an unresting evil, it is full of the poison of 

death.  
 

    Our tongue can never go without a guard.  It is 

the unguarded moment that holds our downfall. 

    If we have learned to speak well, kindly, consider-

ately, and evangelically, we have learned it by re-

straint: by setting a guard at the door of our lips 

who will only allow certain speech.  We simply must 

remember that this guard can never go into retire-

ment on this earth. 
 

    For most people, that mouth guard has yet to be 

hired.  Some do not even know the name of his firm.  

Some have hired him and later bound and gagged 

the bothersome fellow while their unrestrained spir-

its flow freely forth to do their harm. 

    Solomon says that the one who guards his lips is 

protecting his own life.  Unchecked words always 

come back to do us damage.  The worse damage, 

though, is the first damage of not being under the 



 

  

authority of the Holy Spirit, not speaking from His 

training and at His bidding. 

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The soul of the lazy 
• The soul of the 'digger' 
 

Identifiers: 

 

• Desires but there is nothing 
• Shall be made fat 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Here two souls are being compared. 

    One soul is desiring, the other soul is receiving. 

    Since their names characterize their activities, we 

can supply the following:  The sluggard's soul has 

desires he will not do the necessary work to achieve; 

the soul of the diligent is simply intent on working 

and so receives more than enough compensation.    
    The industrious man's soul is not even character-

Proverbs 13:4  
The soul of the lazy desires and there is nothing;  
but the soul of the industrious shall be made fat.  

   



 

  

ized by its desires in our proverb.  He has them, no 

doubt, but they are not predominant.  For him, the 

knowledge that he must work is predominant.  This 

comes from an acceptance of the facts that work is 

necessary and that work is good.  The fact that work 

can be wearisome becomes a reminder that our 

souls need 'pressure' to grow straight or to keep 

from growing crooked. 

    The lazy man is characterized by his desires.  He 

is a self-centered, self-satisfying person.  His pleas-

ure-desiring personality keeps him from accepting 

the difficulties of work; he does not want to put him-

self to any unpleasantness.  His hatred of work is, at 

its spiritual foundation, a rejection of God's design 

for man.  Adam was given work in the Garden before 

sin entered the world.  The lazy man is so attuned to 

his pleasure sensors that he cannot see the greater 

good of finding pleasure in a job well done, in a live-

lihood pursued. 

 

    So the slothful man desires and "it is not," in the 

Hebrew.  Nothing materializes.  His desires do not 

issue forth in realities. 

    Now everyone has the inner workings of laziness 

to contend with.  All of us have pleasure sensors, 

and they all shout "Boring!" at some work, perhaps 

usually.  It is the ability to live by the larger context, 

the design of God most importantly, that allows us 

to overcome the temptation to listen to our 



 

  

'pleasures'. 

    "Made fat," as noted in 11:25, means 'has more 

than enough.'  In an agrarian society, it was the 

norm to have seasons of greater and lesser plenty.  

One tended to have more flesh on his bones when 

stores were more plentiful.  With wise planting and 

storage, there could be food year-round, but this 

takes much work of many kinds.  The lazy man is 

looking past work, towards what he really wants in 

life (which often is simply taking it easy).  In bypass-

ing work, he makes his dreams, based on an unreal 

world, impossible. 

    The lazy has big plans– as big as his appetites; 

the industrious has workable plans, moderating his 

appetites. 

 



 

  

 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Word" can also be "matter". 
    The Hebrew for "trashes" is literally "to cause to 

stink."  It could also be translated "stinks," meaning 

that the wicked man stinks. 
    The last half of the verse can be taken as two 

things the wicked is or two things he does. 
     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The righteous 
• The immoral 
Identifiers: 
 

• Hates a deceitful matter 
• Causes disgust and brings shame 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Here is a comparison of men's attitudes towards 

giving information about others.  The godless man is 

willing to "make people stink" by the report he gives 

of them.  The righteous hates such reports. 

    Please note carefully:  Solomon is calling a report 

Proverbs 13:5  
The righteous hates a false word ,  

But the wicked trashes reputations and causes shame. 

   



 

  

"deceitful" or "lying" which brings reproach on oth-

ers.  It does not matter whether the report is factual 

or not !  If it causes harm to a person or his reputa-

tion, the righteous man puts that in the category of 

deceitful information:  I would be using my tongue 

to injure, therefore, I would be transgressing a com-

munication boundary set by God- hence, I would be 

lying. 

    In fact, the word for "false" in 'false witness' in 

Deut. 5:20 (a Ten Commandments passage) is a 

word meaning "destructive".  The whole notion of in-

formation is secondary.  It is not a 'witness that mis-

informs' but a 'witness that harms' which is forbid-

den there.  Of course, misinformation is a common 

way of causing harm, but just as much harm can be 

caused with correct information.  The false witness 

can occur in the way the information is used- cor-

rect information used incorrectly.  Much slander is 

excused by disregarding this definition of false wit-

ness. 

    And observe how far the transformation of man 

goes in the new birth.  The righteous man not only 

avoids deceitful activity, he hates it.  There is some-

thing in him which tells him that this is utterly 

wrong.  He sees God's boundaries of protection 

clearly drawn around his neighbors, down to his 

neighbors' reputations.  In a righteous man's eyes, 

his neighbor has a right to 'freedom from infor-

mation'- negative information, that is.  If I know 



 

  

something that needs correcting in his life, I'd better 

be telling him, not others.  If he is an unrepentant 

injurious person himself, the proper place to take 

such a matter is the authorities.  Whatever verdict 

comes of that will be community information.  I 

don't need to add anything to it. 

 

    At a heart level ask yourself:  do you just love 

sharing negative information about others?  Does it 

bring a kind of thrill to you inwardly, the opportuni-

ty to slice someone up verbally?  The righteous per-

son hates such communication.   

    "Oh, but they deserve it!"  No, they deserve a gos-

sip-free zone around them, just as you do: one that 

God put there regardless of real merit. 

    "Oh, but I'm just sharing a prayer request."  Have 

you shared it with the person himself?  And again, 

just look at your heart.  Is there eagerness in shar-

ing negative information?     

    Perhaps you are not even enthusiastic about the 

gossip; perhaps you are simply driven by your sense 

of justice to bring this person's sins into the light.  

Still, there is a driving force in your soul to share 

this negative information.  If either of these is true- 

you delight in or are driven to sharing negative infor-

mation- you have good reason to question your con-

version.  If the new birth took place, there would be 

a new man in you who hates harmful information.  



 

  

This new man would first be ashamed at such a 

misdeed,  then he would have the God-given power 

to overcome this injurious tendency (but note that 

the tendency, the sin nature, remains with us). 

 

    Again, we see Solomon's purpose clearly.  He is 

dividing humanity into its two spiritual parts and 

giving us identifying marks for each segment, first so 

we can know which assembly we are in; then also, to 

be able to see through the disguises of those who 

claim to know God but have not inherited His right-

eous traits through the new birth. 
 



 

  

 



 

  

13:6 - 12



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Righteousness 
• Immorality 
 

Their Activities: 

 

• Guards the road of maturity 
• Subverts the errant 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Righteousness is seen as protecting a whole path, 

while unrighteousness concentrates on one individu-

al, committing him to harm.   

    Righteousness, then, is like a canopy-enclosed 

road.  All who 'pay the admission price' have a dan-

ger-free route before them; that is, anything right-

eousness allows on the path can do no fundamental 

harm to the traveler, only good.  Righteousness 

(God's guard appointed for our protection) only al-

lows adversaries or obstacles that will further our 

original qualification to be on the road.  And what is 

that qualification or 'admission price'?  Blameless-

Proverbs 13:6  
Righteousness protects the path of completeness,  

But immorality overthrows the sinner.  

   



 

  

ness, completeness, maturity; first, Christ's absolute 

blamelessness on our behalf (Justification– invisi-

ble), then the relative righteousness He works into 

us (Sanctification– largely visible; that is, giving evi-

dence): both equally real and therefore equally ulti-

mate as realities.  Solomon is mainly talking about 

the righteousness we DO; hence, our sanctification. 
 

    RIGHTEOUSNESS guards the path of the mature be-

cause RIGHTEOUSNESS is the quality defining maturity.  

All complete, full-grown people are such because they 

are RIGHTEOUS.  What we are being told is that the 

same RIGHTEOUSNESS which brought them to maturity 

will be their shield in their maturity.  This is a great 

commendation for the path of RIGHTEOUSNESS:  it is 

the gardener and fertilizer that brings a person to a 

state of ripeness; then it is the fence and insecticide 

that keeps its fruit from harm.  Quite formidable. 

 

    The opposite way of life also comes with a guaran-

tee, but it is quite a different one.  Unrighteousness 

is more like a virus working inside a person than a 

canopy spread out to protect them.  The word for 

"overthrow" or "subvert" literally means "to wrench."  

Immorality rudely pulls its occupant down.  Far from 

keeping the sinner from harm, immorality puts him 

to harm.  What greater warning could we have 

against the path that strays from God's commands?  

Yet most men fail to attribute sin's damage to sin.  

Or they fail to define sin in terms of God; they define 



 

  

sin as men failing themselves rather than failing 

God's standards.  But we have the truth here- that 

sin kills us because it attacks our very design, the 

very way God made us. 

    Of all men, Christians have the knowledge of what 

subverts them when they stray.  It is totally sense-

less, then, for a believer to continue long in sin.  He 

knows sin can only work harm.  Why would some-

one intentionally harm himself?   
 

    Yet the "mystery of iniquity”* proves its baffling 

power every day.  We have become another lesson in 

the dispensations of time.  Every era of God's work-

ing has shed new light on man's inability to save 

himself and has focused with ever greater clarity the 

truth that only God can save sinners.  Give us every 

advantage in the world and still- how easily sin sub-

verts us!  With shame we admit that it is only when 

the last shred of personal dignity has been torn from 

our prideful grip that we bow and gratefully 

acknowledge the sole saving power of God's sover-

eign grace. 
 

    May God decisively move us to that path of ma-

ture understanding today.  The path is a righteous 

one.  Righteousness stands guard at its every point. 

 

*  Applying the broad, eschatological term from 2 Thess 2:7 to an in-
dividual soul. 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Those who have nothing at all 
• Those who have great substance 
 

Their Ironic Identifiers: 
 

• Make themselves seem rich 
• Make themselves seem poor 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    This proverb teaches the unreliability of appear-

ances in determining a person's economic status.  It 

therefore gives a broader lesson about appearances 

in general.   

    But Solomon is mainly giving us valuable insight 

about wealth and how to handle it.  In connection 

with the previous proverb, he is telling us that the 

protections supplied by righteousness come in some 

peculiar packages, fitted to each situation, each 

need- in this case, riches.  Since riches have such a 

corrupting tendency (not the riches themselves, of 

course, but the power and independence they bring 

out in our nature), we need advice on how to over-

Proverbs 13:7  
There are those  who act rich, yet have nothing at all;  

and those who act poor, yet have great wealth.  

   



 

  

come that tendency should we come into substance. 

    Do riches tend to corrupt? 

 

 1 Tim 6:17 - 19  Charge the rich in the present age not to be 

high-minded, nor to set hope on the uncertainty of riches, 

but in the living God, the One offering to us richly all things 

for enjoyment;  to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 

ready to share, generous,  treasuring away for themselves a 

good foundation for the coming age, that they may lay hold 

on everlasting life.  

 

    This charge to the rich assumes error will arise 

unless certain steps are taken.  This admonition is 

not reserved for a judgment call.  Paul does not say, 

"If you see a rich person who is struggling because 

of his riches..."  This admonition is to go to all rich 

within the church.  It is assumed that riches always 

have a corrupting influence which will prevail if not 

deliberately overbalanced by certain attitudes and 

practices.  The wise rich man knows this and appre-

ciates such admonitions.  The rich man who feels 

picked on to receive these admonitions does not 

know himself nor understand Scriptures. 

    Now for a bothersome question.  How many of us 

are rich?  Once we are on the plus side of 'enough' 

and have no reasonable fear of being removed from 

that category, we qualify for the proverbs category of 

Rich.  Most people throughout history have had to 

wait on how the crops turn out to know whether 



 

  

they were going to be comfortably set for a season.  

Only the top of the human food chain would have 

been assured that the crops would go towards feed-

ing them.  Once they got their desired portions, the 

'little fishies' could scrabble over the rest.  This re-

mains true today outside the industrialized nations, 

where crop performance is insured by technological 

advances. 

    Hence, you and I might need to heed the warnings 

to the rich.  Our officials might define us as near the 

poverty mark by our income, but on a real human 

scale, we are in the 'consistently-have-way-more-

than-enough' (i.e., rich) category. 

    OK, now that you know who you are, our 

proverb’s implied advice for the rich:  Don't act it.  

Be like Job.  He had riches, but he wasn't counting 

on them being there tomorrow: 

 

 Job 1:21  And he said, I came naked out of my mother's 

womb, and naked shall I return there.  Jehovah gave, and Je-

hovah has taken away.  Blessed be  the name of Jehovah.  

 

    His attitude and behavior day by day were ones of 

dependence on God.  All his 'stuff' (and he had a 

bunch) didn't give him any confidence; only God was 

his confidence. 

    Paul tells us to have the same attitude: 

 

 1 Cor 7:29 - 31  But I say this, brothers: the time is short, 



 

  

that from now on, both those who have wives may be as 

though they had none; and those who weep, as though they 

didn't weep; and those who rejoice, as though they didn't 

rejoice; and those who buy, as though they didn't possess;  

and those who use the world, as not using it to the fullest. 

For the mode of this world passes away.  
 
 

    The reality is that the end of all things has been 

set in motion by the Coming of Christ.  We are espe-

cially foolish in this era to be ruled by riches in any 

way. 

    Whatever riches we have should be played down, 

as Solomon implies and Paul says outright, both in 

our hearts and in our appearances.  Those who want 

to be rich and who like to act rich are taking the part 

of the fool. 

    This would also apply, by the way, to any area 

where we have a human or earthly abundance.  Are 

we smart?  This is riches in the area of intelligence.  

We must count it for what it is: limited and depend-

ent on God.  Are we good-looking?  We must count it 

for what it is:  passing away.  So with riches of tal-

ent, etc.  Any human or earthly surplus must be viewed 

rightly by its owner and then handled incognito be-

fore men. 

 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 
    The Hebrew for "ransom" is literally "a cover," used 

in a variety of applications.   
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The rich (or the effect of riches) 
• The poor (or the effects of poverty) 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• The ransom of his soul/ life  is his riches 
• Does not hear  scolding/ rebuke/ admonition 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Here is a follow-on verse comparing rich and poor.  

This one is about the leverage riches have in a per-

son's life.  What you can get someone to do depends 

a lot on what they stand to lose in the process.  A 

rich person will generally lay it all on the line for his 

possessions.  The poor man has nothing to lose, 

therefore, there is no leverage that can be used 

against him.  The extremes of the two cases are seen 

Proverbs 13:8  

The ransom of a man's soul is his riches,  

but the poor does not hear rebuke.  

   



 

  

in the difference between a ransom and an admoni-

tion.  A ransom requires everything of a person- him-

self; whereas a scolding requires only a listening ear.  

A rich man will lie on the train tracks for his riches; 

the poor man won’t even tilt his head down for a cor-

recting word. 

    One observation that follows from this is that the 

world has a relatively light hold on a poor man.  He 

is not as likely to be drawn deeply into the deception 

of the world's lie that earth offers a good reward.  

Poor people tend to be a bit cynical about the world; 

after all, the world has tossed them out on their 

ears.  Of course, even with these 'advantages'- as we 

Christians would consider them- the poor still re-

quire the gracious intervention of God to break the 

world's spell.  However, there are many ways that 

the poor are automatically much closer to spiritual 

enlightenment than the rich: 

 

 Luke 6:20, 21  ...  Blessed are  the poor, for yours is the king-

dom of God.  Blessed are  you who hunger now, for you shall 

be filled.  
 

    Most of us are familiar with "Blessed are the poor 

in spirit," but Jesus could just as easily say, as He 

did above, "Blessed are the poor."  Those who have 

little are in a blessed, or advantageous, position.  

Only the thoroughly poor will attain the kingdom of 

heaven- those who count all earthly things as noth-

ing; but all poor men are at least in a very good posi-



 

  

tion to see the emptiness of the promise the world 

makes to all who dance its dance. 

    James spells it out that the human category from 

which God calls most of His elect is the poor: 

 

 Jam 2:5  Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen 

the poor of this world rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom 

which He has promised to those who love Him?  
 

    So Solomon is telling us that if we are in posses-

sion of riches, they are likely in possession of us to a 

great extent, probably fatally: 

 

 Eccl 5:12  The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, whether he 

eats little or much; but the abundance of the rich will not 

allow him to sleep.  

 

    What a terrible trick riches play on us!  They 

promise every earthly advantage; then they act the 

teasing hussy who chides that she will be gone the 

moment we cease paying her our every attention.    

    Riches weigh a man down.  The only way their 

drag is avoided is when their owner truly cares not 

whether they remain until tomorrow.  It is an amaz-

ingly unusual rich man (read: American; read: 

Christian American) who thinks of his riches thus.  

But such were Abraham and Job.  In fact, this really 

qualified them to be poor in the truest sense, for 

their riches had no hold on them.  In terms of our 

proverb, they did not hear the world's rebuke for not 



 

  

treasuring their treasures.  They did not count 

themselves as the possessors of their wealth: guardi-

ans perhaps, but not possessors; for it is only the 

Lord Most High who is possessor of Heaven, earth, 

and all earth’s riches. 

 

    How tight a hold do your possessions have on 

you?  It is a truly pitiful thing when someone who 

has little more than a servant's allotment holds on 

to his goods as the treasures of a sultan.  Our Amer-

ican way teaches us to correspond riches to blessed-

ness.  Most of Christianity follows suit (since we 

can’t help being Americans and can hardly be ex-

pected to see past this without explicit assistance).  

Earthly goods are a gift from the Lord, but they do 

no good to the one who holds them dear. 

 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 
    There is a single Hebrew word translated "burns joy-

ously" (after K&D), with a root meaning "to brighten," 

but which is always translated by some form of "be 

glad" or "rejoice" in the KJV (149 times). 
    "Goes out" can also be "is put out" or 

"extinguished". 
 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The righteous 
• The immoral 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• His light rejoices 
• His lamp is snuffed out 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Both the righteous and the godless have a light.  

A man's light is simply that which he sees by in this 

world.  Solomon makes the righteous his own light 

source, while he puts a lamp into the hand of the 

Proverbs 13:9  

The light of the righteous burns joyously, 

 but the lamp of the godless goes out. 

   



 

  

unrighteous.  Of course, the righteous man's light is 

supplied by God, either as Light itself, or as the fuel 

(oil = Holy Spirit) within the righteous man, feeding 

his flame/ light.  The unbeliever's light, on the other 

hand, can even be called darkness: 

 

 Matt 6:22, 23  The lamp of the body is the eye. Then if your 

eye is sound, all your body is light.  But if your eye is evil, all 

your body is dark. If, then, the light in you is darkness, how 

great is the darkness!  

 

    Notice that Jesus makes the eye the lamp of the 

body (that is, of the person).  This means that the 

light you have depends on your vision.  The bad man 

has bad vision, so all he can let in is darkness.  His 

light is 'light' in that it is what he sees by, but it is 

'darkness' in that it does not show things for what 

they are.  Essentially, darkness rejects reality as 

portrayed in Scriptures.  The ungodly man's "eye is 

evil" in that it paints its own, the world's, and God's 

pictures in a skewed manner.   

    Jesus is telling us to correct our vision.  The vers-

es previous to Matt 6:22 above are about our treas-

ures being either in Heaven or on earth.  The verses 

that follow say that no man is able to serve two mas-

ters.  Jesus, then, is teaching us that there are real-

ly only two focal points that any man's eye can see 

by.  If you 'see by' Heaven and submit to its rule, 

you walk the right path; but if you 'see by' the world 

and serve its dictates, you stray and eventually fall.  



 

  

Every man born into the world naturally sees by the 

world's light, which is why Jesus says, "You must be 

born again." 

    "If your eye is sound", Jesus says, "your whole 

body is full of light."  Solomon expands on the na-

ture of this person-filling light.  He says that it is 

joyous.  It sparkles, you might say.  In other words, 

it is so much more than just a light.  Yet, really, it is 

simply everything that light is supposed to be.  In 

this way, Solomon has dug a grander-than-Grand 

Canyon between the believer and the unbeliever.  

The believer has a light that never goes out and 

burns in style!  But the wicked carries his meager 

borrowed lamp around for a few years, and eventu-

ally reality overtakes his fantasy, he stands before 

God, and all his charade is extinguished in one ever-

lasting moment. 

    The question, then, shouts to us:  Is the light by 

which we walk a joyous one?  Or is our light merely 

adequate- a logic we accept as behind all things but 

which we do not really live by?   

    Then, is our light really the light?  Does it pass 

every test for being according to God's Word, or are 

we satisfied to live with gusto and be inconsistent 

with Scriptures?   

    Solomon's test in this verse is a very telling one.  

May our consciences 'tell on us' in God's presence 

wherever our light is either not light (not Scripture) 

or wherever it does not rejoice. 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Pride 
• Wisdom 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• The sole source of contention 
• Accompanies the one who takes advice 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    There's only one way a quarrel can start.  Some-

one has to be motivated by pride.  Pride is heart con-

fidence in self.  When this confidence is challenged 

in any way, pride, unabated by humility, will take a 

stand.  Self will be asserted against challengers, 

and, if humility isn't manifested by the other party, 

a quarrel of some sort will result.  In fact, a pretty 

good quarrel can ensue with just one party wielding 

a weapon of verbal attack while the other merely 

holds up a shield of defense.  However, in terms of 

this verse, it is wiser to be aware of your role and 

stick to the shield.  Either that, or take the "sticks 

Proverbs 13:10  

Only by pride does a quarrel come,  

but wisdom is with those who take advice.  

   



 

  

and stones" approach and just walk away. 

    The only way to put yourself in the non-

quarrelsome category is to be a person who can take 

advice.  Those are Solomon's opposites.  The prideful 

person gets stuck in a non-listening mode.  This 

stubbornness takes one of four forms:  1) I must be 

right;  2) You must be wrong;  3) I cannot be wrong;  

4) You cannot be right.  Or, rewording these four po-

sitions, the prideful person will either be  1) vaunt-

ing himself;  2) attacking another;  3) protecting 

himself (as he sees it); or  4) handling intimidation 

perceived as coming from another.  These four posi-

tions take many various forms, but they all come 

from a contentious spirit.  An inner spirit is the 

hardest thing to change in oneself. 

    Notice also that pride is put opposite wisdom.  

Usually pride is put opposite humility.   Of course, 

pride and humility are opposites, but now we are 

learning that pride has another opposite- wisdom.  

James picks up on this in his letter: 

 

 Jam 3:13 - 18  Who is wise and understanding among you? 

Let him show by his good conduct that his deeds are done in 

gentleness of wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy and 

selfish ambition in your heart, don't boast and don't lie 

against the truth.  This wisdom is not that which comes 

down from above, but is earthly, sensual, and demonic.  For 

where jealousy and selfish ambition are, there is confusion 

and every evil deed.   But the wisdom that is from above is 



 

  

first pure, then peaceful, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy 

and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.   

Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those 

who make peace.  
 

    So the peacemaker who Jesus says is blessed is 

the one who recognizes and quells his own selfish 

ambitions and who becomes a listener.  He is willing, 

in particular, to listen to his own faults.  He is able 

to see the value in views expressed by others.  The 

prideful, for one reason and another, will not toler-

ate such self-doubt.  He usually cannot even hear 

himself yelling or making words into sarcastic dag-

gers. 

 

     The prideful, if he would learn wisdom, must 

change his perspective in the following ways:  1)  I'm 

not so important;  2) my point of view is not that im-

portant;  3) you're not as bad as I've made out;  4) I 

have not been appointed as your judge.  Someone 

who quarrels has not learned one or more of these 

lessons.  Nor are the lessons learned for the mere 

wishing.  There is a part of oneself that must be put 

to death in order to make room for humility. 
 

    Most prideful people do not count their combat-

iveness as very destructive.  In their own minds, 

they are able to blame it on others.  "If you don't 

want me to attack, then don't act that way."  They 

cannot let go of their self-awarded policeman's 

badge.  They can't see how peacefulness will get any-



 

  

thing accomplished.   

    Or they say, "See, I can get along with other peo-

ple, just not you.  It must be your fault!"  In reality, 

they simply find it too unpleasant to deal with their 

own faults, even if only one other person is the mir-

ror somehow being held up to them.  They are un-

teachable.  But the wise take advice, meaning they 

know that they are the ones who need correcting 

when a contentious spirit rises in them. 

    The tell-tale sign here is quarrelling, bickering, 

nagging, it doesn't matter with whom.   

    Is that you?  It is a very common fault, but no 

less destructive for its regularity.  What is it worth to 

cease hurting others, even just certain others, or 

even just one certain scapegoat in your life?   

    Maybe you're a 'shadow boxer,' arguing in your 

mind, too timid to speak, but ever rehearsing a 

prideful retort in you mind. 

    If you are prideful and therefore quarrelsome in 

either way, it will not be worth giving up yourself, 

which is what you are being asked to relinquish. 

 



 

  

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 
     "Vanity" is the word so used throughout Ecclesias-

tes.  It literally means "breath" or "vapor" but carries 

the ideas of "temporary, useless, counterproductive."  

Here it probably means wealth gained "without effort 

(emptily)."  It could also mean wealth gotten 

"through shadiness” (counterproductive means). 
    "By hand" is a literal rendering, but "hand" in He-

brew is used in many figurative expressions.  The fig-

ure which most readily suggests itself is "by means of 

labor."  It could also mean "by the handful," implying 

'little by little'. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Capital gained without effort or by shady means 
• The one who accumulates (substance) according to per-

sonal application 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• Diminishes (the goods diminish) 
• Increases (the gatherer himself increases) 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 13:11  
Wealth by means of vanity shall be diminished,  

but he who gathers by hand shall increase.  

   



 

  

 

    Solomon has given us a very interesting opposite 

here:  Vanity vs. ‘by hand’.  Working for substance 

and gathering it gradually is a productive enterprise.  

There are many means of enrichment which are not 

labor-originated or labor-sustained, though.  The 

perfect opposites here are wealth starting from zero 

and growing by daily wage on the one hand and 

wealth that bypasses honest labor and comes to a 

laborless individual on the other hand.   

     What of someone who gains wealth by windfall?  

A windfall itself is not vanity; an inheritance is a 

windfall, and an inheritance is ordinarily a good 

thing (Prov. 13:22).  A windfall would only be vanity 

if it came to a non-working person or to a person 

who then stops being productive.  A windfall is really 

not even being considered by Solomon here, though.  

He is only comparing wealth that has its source in 

vanity versus that which has its source in labor. 

 

    Solomon is essentially exhorting us to lay our 

lives out before us as an apportionment of working 

days (and resting days).  We are to expect accumula-

tion of goods as we put in the time working.  We are 

to expect it to develop gradually overall.  We should 

be content. 

    Solomon also wants us to be suspicious of money

-gathering not associated with work.  It may be by 

some novel attempt to 'wire' the system to your ad-

vantage, not necessarily dishonestly.  It may be a 



 

  

means to gain wealth fraudulently.  Either of these 

is wealth by means of vanity, and Solomon tells us 

that any 'success story' that arises from such 

schemes needs to be revisited ten years down the 

line to understand them.   

    The person who simply and unambitiously kept 

on working will be closer to a state of comfort (not 

non-working comfort), and the schemer will be start-

ing over from zero, or snatching at the last handfuls 

of his dollars as they wriggle from his arms like so 

many salmon.  At best he will be in a leaky boat with 

holes he can't patch or can't even find.   

   

    It's either one way or the other.   

 

    Americans dream of two things: retirement and 

early retirement.  Work is seen as an evil, even when 

it is accepted as a necessary evil.   

    Solomon's view is quite different.  The real path to 

'financial independence' is plugging away and accu-

mulating slowly.  Thoughts of getting rich quick (or 

any form of substance-acquisition without labor) 

come from discontent and lead to worse discontent. 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Hope that does not come to pass soon 
• Longing that does come to pass 
 

Their Results: 
 

• Wearies the heart 
• Is a tree of life 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    How can we avoid thinking of the Tree of Life in 

the Garden of Eden when we read this verse?  Actu-

ally, our thoughts should also be drawn to the Tree 

of Life in Revelation.  In fact, the phrase "tree of life" 

occurs three times in Genesis, three times in Revela-

tion, and four times in Proverbs.  That's it.    

    Rev. 22 assures us that Christians will be revisit-

ing the Tree of Life in the future, after man had for-

feited it in Genesis 3.  So the Bible's beginning and 

ending present a 'balanced equation' in terms of 

God's mercy and restoration of what was lost.  In be-

tween the beginning and ending , much is known 

about us by how we consider both ends.  Critical to 

Proverbs 13:12  

Hope drawn out makes the heart sick,  
But when longing is fulfilled, it is a tree of life.  

   



 

  

our spiritual state is our answer to the question, 

"What did we lose in the Fall?"  Equally critical spir-

itually is our view of the future:  "How much is God 

restoring?"   

    A minimized view of the Fall cripples our embrace 

on Jesus as Savior.  Why would anyone cast himself 

upon Christ if he felt no soul-threatening deficiency 

in himself?   

    A doubtful view of the future also hobbles our 

walk with Christ today, for how can I trust Him this 

day if I am unclear on His promises about meeting 

with me in the future? 

    So Proverbs 'fills in the gap' between our begin-

ning and ending with its teachings on the Tree of 

Life.  Solomon does not address the Tree of Life per 

se.  He is always presenting a tree of life, a source of 

life.  So we already saw earlier in Proverbs: 
 

 Prov 11:30  The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.  He 

who is wise wins souls.  
  

    We did not comment on the Genesis and Revela-

tion Trees there, but the lesson is fairly easy to 

draw.  The Christian in his spiritual persuasiveness 

is showing his own inheritance to the Tree of Life, 

and his production of more trees shows that his per-

suasions teach other men what they had lost and 

what God restores. 

    Today's proverb, with its focus on hope and long-

ing, also looks to a restored Tree of Life most natu-

rally.  Solomon knew that the way was being guard-



 

  

ed for a return to the Tree of Life from the begin-

ning: 
 

 Gen 3:24  So he drove out the man; and he placed Cherubs 

at the east of the garden of Eden, and the flame of a sword 

which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.  

 

    Solomon knew that the Tree of Life was somehow 

in Christians' futures.  So he knew that its fruit was 

already being offered to us in some way, in a sort of 

down-payment form. 

    Today's proverb certainly applies to any hope and 

any longing.  But for that reason, its greatest appli-

cation is to the Christian's greatest hope and great-

est longing: 

 

 Titus 2:13   looking for the blessed hope and appearing of 

the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ  
 

    It is Jesus' purchase price on the cross that has 

qualified us for the Tree of Life again.  He will per-

sonally see us to it.  Here, then, is another test of 

our spiritual life.  Are we longing for our fullest con-

nection to our source of Life, Jesus Christ?  Are we 

longing to be with Him?  If so, our proverb today in-

dicates that we should be heartsick here, away from 

Him.  But this is a heartsickness Jesus anticipated 

and dealt with: 

 

 John 14:26, 27   But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 

the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 



 

  

things, and will remind you of all that I said to you.  Peace I 

leave with you.  
 

    All of our other hopes and longings in this life are 

only categories underneath this grand Hope.  None 

of our other hopes can be properly measured except 

in relation to our hope of being with Christ. 

 

    Do all your hopes and desires here on earth fall 

within your overall desire to be with Christ?   

    Is any heart-weariness you suffer softened by the 

remembrance that no earthly hope is your final one 

anyway?   Do you remember that, beyond all losses 

and defeats, you have Christ- a tree that will contin-

ually supply you with life and vitality?  

 

    Also, is the joy you experience when an earthly 

longing is granted tempered by the realization that 

your greatest longing is yet a way off?  It is a capital 

idea to keep the specific comparison close at hand 

for frequent testing, both to evaluate ourselves and 

remind/ renew ourselves. 

 



 

  

 



 

  

13:13 - 19



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 
    "Is a bound debtor to it" is from a single Hebrew 

word which is often translated by other rather lengthy 

phrases, such as, "You have taken pledges from."  

The word literally means "to wind tightly" but also car-

ries the sense of "to twist/ crush," which many versions 

render here "is destroyed." 
    "Receives his due" is from a word meaning 

"reciprocate."  This makes a perfect complement to 

the indebtedness concept in the first half of the 

verse. 
 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• He who disrespects the Word/ treats it lightly 
• He who fears the Commandment 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• Is held in debt to it 
• Is rewarded 
 

 

Teaching of the Verse:  
 

Proverbs 13:13  
Whoever despises the Word is yet a bound debtor to it, 
But he who fears the Commandment receives his due. 

   



 

  

    Solomon's wisdom was certainly not a novelty in 

his own mind.  He was merely following leads sug-

gested by and in keeping with God's Law and all Di-

vinely inspired records.  He did not consider wisdom 

a more sophisticated approach to life than 'mere 

obedience.'  Rather, for him the Law was already in-

finitely wise and could yield endlessly further wis-

dom if expounded properly.     

    So everything comes down to whether or not we 

listen to God when He speaks.  Solomon could not 

conceive of a God with the wisdom to create but who 

would then have 'writer's block' when trying to com-

municate His directions for us.  Solomon, as his fa-

ther David, saw God's world of ideas, words, and 

concepts as much more vast, beautiful, and orderly 

than the vast, beautiful, and orderly physical crea-

tion:  

 

Psa 119:96   I have seen a limit to all perfection, but your 

commands are boundless.  

 

   The entirety of a man's life comes down to simply 

this in the end: Did he listen to God?  

    Solomon pictures the typical human response to 

this:  Ten thousand variations of, "Yeah, right, God 

is a big bully who's going to mug me because I over-

looked some dumb nit-picking point!"; and ten thou-

sand additional variations on, "I believe God knows 

my heart and that I sincerely tried to do right and 

not hurt anybody," which is only so much as to say, 

"I'm OK with me, and I'm sure God wouldn't lower 

Himself to look beyond my intentions to silly de-



 

  

tails."  

    Solomon is telling us that any approach to God 

which avoids or minimizes His express communica-

tions will be unsuccessful in creating an alternative 

approach to Him.  This was, in essence, Satan's tac-

tic.  God created authority and accountability in one 

direction; Satan sought to manipulate this order to a 

hierarchy more in keeping with his own perceived 

self-worth:  
 

Isa 14:13, 14   You said in your heart, I will ascend into heav-

en, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; and I will 

sit on the mountain of congregation, in the uttermost parts 

of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I 

will make myself like the Most High.  
 

    Man, having 'signed on' with Satan's essential 

protest, carries the same approach in his heart.  

Perhaps one in a thousand or one in a million realiz-

es what he is saying when he states, "I'm sure God 

will accept me," but he is simply saying, "MY layout 

of right and wrong is completely adequate; at least 

God would be unreasonable to contradict it."  And so 

he fights with God's right to speak an authoritative 

word as Creator.  
 

    All man's excuses and alternatives are only 

"despising" the Word.  We either accept what 

God said and take it seriously or not.  
 

    Accepting and taking God's communication seri-



 

  

ously is "fearing" the Command.  God's Commands 

are His Do's and Don'ts. Broadly, all of God's com-

munications imply Do and Don't, because they all 

put us in a position of either receiving or rejecting 

God's testimony.  To fear the Command is simply re-

alizing that God is serious when He speaks.  He did-

n't communicate just to express Himself.  He binds 

His creatures when He commands.  Those who treat 

the Word lightly (that's every single unbeliever) are 

nevertheless bound by what they scoff, even if their 

scoffing is merely ignoring.  
 

    Fearing the Command is telling God that He is 

reasonable and righteous (not that He needs the af-

firmation, but we need to confirm it).  This approach 

to self and life will yield good results, because our 

soul's original design had the same blueprint of 

commands inbuilt ("the work of the Law written in 

their hearts," Rom 2:15).  Man and commands were 

always meant to go together.  Furthermore, God 

Himself intervenes in the lives of those who listen to 

Him.   
 

    Ignorant (root word, "ignore") indebtedness which 

will come terribly due in the end or rewards for rev-

erence: these are the only two paths before men.  
 
 



 

  

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Instruction" is from the Hebrew "Torah," the word 

for "Law."  Its root meaning carries the idea of direc-

tionality- flowing, shooting, pointing.  God's Law is 

merely His pointing of the way.  In our verse, it is a 

wise man pointing in the same direction as God. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Commended: 
 

• Wise men's instruction / direction 
 

Its Properties: 
 

• A fountain of Life  
• A barrier to the traps laid by Death 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Unless we go with a rather watered down "living 

fountain" and "deadly snare" as some translations 

do, this verse is giving us the use of wise teaching 

in relation to the two forces directing all men: Life 

and Death.  Life is connection to God, Death is sep-

aration from Him.  There is no truly wise teaching 

that sidesteps this fundamental.  

    Now that Solomon has included this verse, we 

Proverbs 13:14  

The instruction of the wise is a fountain of life,  
For detouring death's traps. 

   



 

  

have new insight on the previous two.  Verse twelve 

had a tree of life; this verse has a fountain of life.  

Verse thirteen had God's Word and Command; this 

verse has the teachings of those who fear God's reve-

lation.  

    The basic idea of this verse is that wise men's 

teachings give their students a constant connection 

to Life and things living, and, in so doing, alert them 

to the Anti-Life factors which boldly attack and sub-

tly insinuate themselves into the disciple's path.  
 

    A Christian is first a student. He is responsible to 

find and submit to teaching that arises from and 

promotes the fear of God. This will largely become 

his choice of eldership and church membership.  

    The Christian is also a teacher. What he learns 

from wise instruction he should understand well 

enough to explain to others.  
 

    We are here apprised of two vital aspects of Chris-

tian teaching: 1) It has "living" results. It is not 

merely concepts, it is concepts in crucial relation to 

my soul and my circumstances; 2) It points out dan-

gers to the soul.  It shouts, "Not that direction, dum-

my!" (We can safely call ourselves or bosom friends 

dummies without fear of offense, can we not?)  It 

perceives real threats to spiritual health and rela-

tionship to God.  
 

    Are you partaking of wise teaching?  Is that teach-

ing a refreshing drink from the wells of salvation?  

By it are soul-destroying traps pointed out?  Solo-



 

  

mon has given us good tests to evaluate the teaching 

we receive and how we receive it.  

 

 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   "Favor" is also translated "grace." 
    "Always moving" is from a word used elsewhere of 

a "flowing" stream. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Proper understanding 
• The path of the shifty 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• Gives grace 
• Constantly changes /  can't be tied down  
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

     Someone who has 'keen insight', who sees things 

as they are- beyond appearances, beyond bluster, 

beyond personal politicking, who sees the difference 

between people's posturing of attack and posturing 

of defense, but who sees the evil in both: this person 

Proverbs 13:15  

Good insight produces favor; 

But the way of the cunning is always moving. 

   



 

  

procures the favor of God and man, because he is 

settled and the consequences of his deliberations 

have time to settle into his life.  He is not insistent 

on the exact correctness of his insights, for his 

knowledge of his human fallibility is one of the as-

sumptions that causes his insights to generally 

move into alignment with reality.  So his freedom 

from arrogance procures him favor (grace) in the 

eyes of God and man as well. 

 

    The cunning, on the other hand, who hides his 

true intentions and does not want to be truly 

known, cannot have this favor.  He does have a kind 

of counterfeit brand of insight, but he only sees far 

enough into situations and personalities to manipu-

late them to his advantage.  He doesn't see things as 

they are; he can't afford to, because then he would 

see the ugliness of his own manipulations.  He has 

no accurate vision because he is always on the 

move, always shifting ground for a better advantage.  

He has no real friends, for he is always 'remaking' 

himself, and only reveals what it is in his interest for 

others to know.  Any real friend he has is likely to be 

another con artist.  Or his friend may simply have 

common enemies or shared insecurities.  This cun-

ning person may be completely intuitive, doing no 

maneuvering deliberately per se.  He does not truly 

know himself. 

    In considering the crafty person just described, it 

is very tempting sometimes to 'remake' ourselves for 



 

  

different situations.  We can often see that repre-

senting ourselves a certain way would be to our ad-

vantage, whether it is quite an accurate portrayal or 

not.  This is the path of instability.  It indicates that 

we do not really know what is going on; we are will-

ing to relate to life simply as a 'taker': someone who 

plays for advantage and only relates to people as to 

pawns we position.  

 

     There is no grace in such posturing.  The sup-

posed advantage of being hard to pin down is offset 

by the disadvantage of therefore being untrustwor-

thy.  All the advantage we need comes from seeing 

things from a Biblical perspective.  Seeing our own 

and others' faults is a good starting point for a com-

passionate approach to relationships.  Those with 

these insights gain favor and lasting results. 

    By the way, we see here a reflection of the New 

Testament dual idea of GRACE (“favor”), of its justifica-

tion and sanctification senses.  Grace is a passive ele-

ment, you might say: unearned favor that God 

grants me in saving me (justification); but Grace is also 

an active element- used to describe God's moment-by

-moment production of holiness in my life 

(sanctification)- as it is in our verse.  For this latter 

sense consider: 

 

Jam 4:6   But He gives more grace.  

    God cannot give more of the justification kind of 

grace; it is complete.  We must hope He is daily giv-



 

  

ing more of the sanctification kind of grace, the kind 

spoken of in our proverb today– the kind which sees 

reality as God describes it.

 

 
Word of the Verse: 
 

    The "sharp" fellow is described with the word used 

for the serpent in Eden, who was more "subtle" than 

any beast of the field.  Remember, though, that the 

serpent was like this from its creation, before sin had 

entered the world.  Lucifer chose the serpent as his 

instrument because of this, but the shrewdness itself 

was not evil.  Shrewdness can and should be used for 

righteousness.  Jesus said, "Be wise as serpents." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The keen 
• The dull-witted 
 

 

Their Identifiers: 

Proverbs 13:16  

Every sharp person operates with knowledge,  
but a dullard rolls out his foolishness.  

   



 

  

 

• Always operates according to knowledge 
• Rolls out his 'half-baked' pastries, (as though they were a 

king's feast) 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Solomon says that "all" keen-witted folk operate 

with knowledge.  In other words, this is a trait you 
can definitely count on in them.  If someone bypass-

es knowledge, he may be other things, but he cannot 

be Solomon's 'sharpie'. 

    Knowledge is a very crucial concept with Solo-

mon.  It is not simply that someone 'knows a few 

things'.  Knowledge is a basic grasp of the whole make-up 
of the world and life.   

    Is this saying too much?   
    Not if such knowledge has been revealed.  And it 
has.   
    Since it has, it would be saying too little to put off 

the question of ultimate reality as unknowable.  Sol-
omon's theme statement for the book was given in 

terms of knowledge: 

 

 Prov 1:7   The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowledge  
 

    Solomon expects us to track matters with 

knowledge.  He wants us to be sharp.  The real re-

quirement for this keenness is to understand that 

God has spoken, that He has spoken clearly, and 

that He has told us what we need to know.  The in-

spiration, clarity, and sufficiency of Scriptures are 

indispensable to the man who would operate with 

knowledge.   



 

  

    If we were left wondering whether God had ad-

dressed this or that aspect of life or whether He had 

addressed it clearly, we would be unable to proceed 

confidently in His fear.  We would have to just guess 

and hope for the best.  Unfortunately, by the doc-

trines of knowledge and Scripture that most have 

received, this guessing game is the most they can 

hope for from life.  They gather that God has done 

His best to communicate, but there are insurmount-

able barriers between us and Him, or between us 

and understanding Him; so we are left only to 

choose which are the critical issues we can confi-

dently embrace, and the rest must be left to approxi-

mations (eeny meeny miny moe?).   

 

    Sad Church when this is the rule.  Sad Christian 

when this is his way.  Most Christians today actually 

operate by an 'anti-knowledge'.  The new position of 

piety is to say, "We don't know," whether Scriptures 

address the area or not.  At the very least, we should 

apply Scriptural generalities and say, "We at least 

know the answer will be within these boundaries."  

It is amazing how satisfactory answers can be which 

merely seek to stay within known Scriptural bound-

aries, without even seeking the most specific answer 

or definition.   

    The Church has become a monastery of self-

absorbed fools who are only interested in men's ide-

as about things.  God's knowledge is unapproacha-

ble, so let us dabble in matters infinitely trivial.   



 

  

    We have definitely characterized ourselves by the 

second half of today's proverb.  We are fools who 

take our little bag of wares and roll them out to sell 

on the intellectual market (that is, the anti-

intellectual market).  We are so proud of our maxims 

and -isms, confident that they are the best represen-

tation available (or possible) of God's viewpoint (be it 

ever so hazy). 

    By another analogy, we take out our scrolls of 

knowledge and lay them on the table alongside a 

Calvin, a Luther, an Augustine.  Our eyes are avert-

ed in embarrassment, not of the deficiency in our 

volume, but in the outdatedness of the others, who 

were at one time laughingly thought of as smart.  We 
are obviously so much smarter now.  This is the 

usual modern assessment.  

 

    It is a long way back to the love of knowledge.  

Sooner off the road of folly, sooner made up ground. 
 



 

  

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• An ungodly messenger 
• A stable envoy 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• Falls into bad circumstances 
• Is curative 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    This proverb promotes the idea that a person's 

character is carried into his work, the effects of 

which will be felt. 

     When an immoral man is entrusted with the task 

of delivering a message, his ungodliness travels with 

him.  Because his thinking and doing are against 

righteousness, he attracts difficulties of one kind 

and another.  This trouble eventually hinders his 

message-taking. 

    The man whose character is 'built up' and 

'supported' (meanings of the Hebrew word for 

"faithful/ trustworthy") by righteousness will actual-

ly reverse the debilitating effects of worry in the one 

Proverbs 13:17  

An immoral messenger falls into evil,  

but a trustworthy envoy is medicine.  

   



 

  

who sent him as representative.  The creator of the 

task will have all the more confidence in the chore to 

be done, because his subordinate will himself repre-

sent it well.  He will, in effect, add weight to the re-

sponsibility and hence add to the esteem in which 

the task’s originator is held.  This all has a thera-

peutic tendency towards the originator.  Instead of 

fretting, he is healed. 

 

    This is also, by the way, why the good messenger 

is described as an envoy, or ambassador, rather 

than as a simple messenger boy.  He carries a digni-

ty with him, a problem-solving ability, an interest in 

his employer's/ authority's reputation, which makes 

him far more than a set of wheels between point A 

and point B.  He actually becomes his sender’s 

thoughts and wishes.  He is a fit vehicle for relaying 

soul communications.  He can empty himself of self-

interest, yet fill himself with all his savvy resources 

to accomplish the end for which he was sent. 

    How much different can two kinds of people be?  

One you can count on.  The other you can count on 

disappointing you.  You usually can't pin down how 

the mess-up happened, or if so, it seems excusable; 

but eventually, the repetition of errors proves that 

there is some connection between the carrier and his 

missteps. 

 

     Which are you, the faithful envoy, or the crooked 

messenger? 



 

  

    Most people's self-interest qualifies them only for 

the latter.  They'll do a job because they have to, but 

they won't go one toe outside the line of its job de-

scription, lest they be cheated out of their time, en-

ergy, or proper wage. 

 

    A faithful envoy finds his fulfillment in a job well 

done.  He is free of self-importance and knows that 

his employers, fallible beings though they are, have 

enough troubles running the business without hav-

ing to worry about some underling's constant mess-

ups.  So he imbues with importance jobs that in 

themselves may not be that important.  He is 

pleased when those over him notice his 'extra mile'. 

 

    Of course, the ultimate sender/ employer is God.  

He has entrusted a message, a duty to His people.  

Most are too absorbed in themselves one way and 

another to simply  serve God's interests and His 

alone.  The trustworthy ambassador of the Gospel 

will do whatever menial tasks are before him in 

God's name and know that God is, in turn, a faithful 

rewarder. 

    “An immoral messenger falls into evil.”  And so 

evil has come upon us.  For several generations, we 

have been adding our own human invention to the 

human invention our fathers had added to the Gos-

pel.  At the turn of the twentieth century, the Gospel 

was still recognizable through the inventions of im-

moral messengers.  But the Church has slowly per-



 

  

fected her art as Message Enhancer, and the real 

Gospel, a Gospel of repentance, seems completely 

foreign to her. 

    God, grant us stable envoys to unmask the fraud. 

 

 
Word of the Verse: 
 

    The Hebrew root word for "correction" means "to 

be right," so the word itself means "to be righted." 
    The Hebrew for "garner" is literally "to hedge 

about," so "to guard,” "to keep."   
    "Honored" is the same word in Hebrew for God be-

ing "glorified." 
 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The one who dismisses rebuke 
• The one who treasures realignment 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• (He will have) poverty and shame 
• Will be glorified 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

Proverbs 13:18  

He who dismisses chastisement- lack and disgrace; 

but he who garners correction will be honored.

   



 

  

    Some of us would probably say that today's prov-

erb commends the 'glutton for punishment' or maso-

chism.  This would only be partly true.  The wise 

man doesn't like pain for its own sake.  In fact, he 

doesn't intrinsically like any pain.  The wise man 

has learned to appreciate the good affects of pain di-

rected to an area of his need, like a man who has to 

get frequent shots to treat some imbalance.  The 

pain itself is welcome as a necessary attendant to 

treatment. 

    Solomon, of course, sees man in basic need of 

treatment: 
 

 Prov 14:12  There is a way which seems right to a man, but 

the end of it is the ways of death.  
 

    Our uncorrected spiritual vision is negative twen-

ty/twenty.  We see and respond the opposite of how 

we need to.  Not only so, but this condition is fatal; 

its "lack" is the eternal preference of disease over 

treatment, and its "disgrace" is the eventual loss 

even of one's soul. 

    The Christian life is about conviction, beginning to 

end.  Again, not conviction for its own sake, but con-

viction as a necessary detection of spiritual cancer: 

sin.  It is an “honor” to be rid of it. 

    Our normal interaction with God involves convic-

tion.  This is only so much as to say that our rela-

tionship with God is one of doctor treating patient: 

 

 2 Tim 3:16  All Scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable 



 

  

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness  
 

    The Bible is the Doctor talking to us.  His normal 

talk is going to continue to contain a regimen of con-

viction- telling us where we're wrong.  This implies 

we'll always have something wrong with us as long 

as we live.  This is why we are taught the daily pray-

er: 

 

 Matt 6:13  And do not lead us into temptation 

 

    This prayer is an admission of our inclination to-

wards evil.  God would only lead someone into temp-

tation who was already choosing some idol.  He is 

putting this prayer in the mouth of the wise man 

who will understand his need for daily correction. 

    Most often, our correction will come through cir-

cumstances or people.  Quite often, our correction 

will be sent through mean people and people who 

don't like us; they are the only ones who will straight

-out tell us about our warts.  They don't usually 

mean to help us, of course, but the wise man, re-

member, is tuned in to correction, not necessarily 

pleasant correction: 

 

 2 Sam 16:5 - 12   And King David came to Bahurim.  And, be-

hold, a man of the house of Saul came out from there, whose 

name was Shimei, the son of Gera. He came out, and he came 

cursing.  And he threw stones at David and at all the servants 

of King David. And all the people and all the mighty men were 



 

  

on his right hand, and on his left.   And Shimei said this in his 

cursing, Go out, O man of blood, O man of Belial.   Jehovah has 

returned on you all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose 

place you have reigned. And Jehovah has delivered the king-

dom into the hand of Absalom your son. And behold, you are 

taken in your mischief, because you are a man of blood!   And 

Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, Why should this 

dead dog curse my lord the king?  Please let me go over and 

take off his head.  And the king said, What have I to do with 

you, sons of Zeruiah?  Let him curse, because Jehovah has said 

to him, Curse David. Who then shall say, Why have you done 

so?   And David said to Abishai and to all his servants, Behold, 

my son, who came forth from my bowels, seeks my life; and 

surely now this Benjamite? Let him alone and let him curse, for 

Jehovah has spoken to him.  It may be that Jehovah will look on 

my affliction, and that Jehovah will repay me with good for his 

cursing this day.  

 

    Even our enemies' unjust accusations are useful 

to us.  We are so hesitant to look at our own X-rays.  

We don't want the bad news.  God is telling us in 

Scripture, but we have all developed very effective 

anti-heart-piercing armor.  Of course, it is wise to 

come to Scriptures seeking God's rebuke, but even 

then, we often need the additional shock of a ruffi-

an's low blow to truly set the mirror in front of us. 

    Those who dismiss correction are avoiding tempo-

rary pain but asking for permanent damage.  Unless 

they learn to 'take their medicine', they will find 

themselves in situations where their ears, blocked 

against correction, will also refuse very sound advice 



 

  

for preservation of property and/or reputation.  They 

will have to 'go down with the ship' unless they learn 

that there is a better Captain and learn to love His 

lovingly severe ship management. 

 
     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• A desire brought to pass  
• Turning away from evil 
 

Their Connections: 
 

• Is harmonious to the soul 
• An abomination to fools 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is an unusual pairing of thoughts.  The first 

half has a more general meaning; therefore its spe-

cific focus must be derived from the second half.   

     Furthermore, there is a clue as to the connection 

of the halves in the words "soul" and "abomination."  

The second part says that a fool finds it abominable 

Proverbs 13:19  

A desire accomplished is pleasant to the soul,  
But an abomination to fools is : Turn from evil. 

   



 

  

to depart from evil; an abomination is a man's revul-

sion to something at a soul level.  He doesn't have to 

think about it; it is simply against his deepest na-

ture.  Therefore, we are being told that, although 

there are features of departing from evil which are 

attractive to his soul, the fool's more basic instincts 

will eventually override such considerations and re-

turn him to his ungodliness. 

    This would indicate a specific longing the fool 

might desire: giving up a bad habit, for instance.  

More likely, that he would find it pleasant to escape 

from the whole cycle of bad consequences his fool-

ishness has him entrapped in.  But ultimately, the 

fool is even able to perceive the simple and beautiful 

compatibility of his soul with the promises of the 

Gospel, including escape from sin.  This is one of the 

main messages of the parable of the soils.  Here is 

Jesus' explanation of the second and third soil 

types: 
 

 Matt 13:20 - 22  But that which was sown on the stony 

places is this: he who hears the Word and immediately re-

ceives it with joy.  But he has no root in himself, and is tem-

porary. For when tribulation or persecution arises on ac-

count of the Word, he immediately stumbles.  And that 

sown into the thorns is this: he who hears the Word; and 

the anxiety of this world, and the deceit of riches, choke the 

Word, and he becomes unfruitful.  
 

    The Word of God speaks reality to man on so 

many levels.  It is a very persuasive Book.  There are 

many, therefore, who accept the word of the Gospel 



 

  

without taking Jesus' words to heart: 
 

 Luke 14:27 - 30  And whoever does not bear his cross and 

come after Me, he cannot be My disciple.  For which of you, 

intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and 

count the cost, whether he may have enough to finish it;  lest 

perhaps, after he has laid the foundation and is not able to 

finish, all those seeing begin to mock him, saying, This man 

began to build and was not able to finish.  
 

    So we hear of many who became 'big-time Chris-

tians' for a little while.  Eventually, that which takes 

"no root in himself" will prove easily removed. 

    Here we can see one of the greatest follies of mod-

ern evangelism.  The Gospel is held out to men al-

most entirely as a desirable object, something ful-

filling.  The Gospel message has been reduced to a 

sales pitch.  The payoff is different, but the tech-

nique is the same.  Hence, we are asking fools to re-

main true to their foolishness and serve them-

selves ... just long enough for us to add to our body 

count of 'decisions for Christ'. 

    The true Gospel asks men to deny themselves and 

advises them not to follow Christ if they are not truly 

ready to do so: 
 

 Luke 9:57  And it happened as they were going in the way, 

one said to Him, Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.  

And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.  



 

  

 

    If we would follow the Master's example in evan-

gelizing and discipling, we must, in a very definite 

way, discourage men from making a light-hearted 

decision.  "Don't come to Christ!" we must almost 

say, testing their resolve.  That is what Jesus did. 

    Though there will always be those who begin to 

follow the way of Christ only to halt later, there is a 

very good reason to keep fools from making prema-

ture entry into the kingdom of heaven: 
 

 2 Pet 2:20, 21  For if they have escaped the pollutions of the 

world through the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, and are again entangled, they have been over-

come by these, their last circumstances are worse than the 

first.  For it would have been better for them not to have ful-

ly known the way of righteousness, than fully knowing it, to 

turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.  



 

  

13:20 - 14:1



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 
 

 
Words of the Verse: 
 
    "Grows wise" can also be translated "is wise." 
    "Companion" is literally a word for tending a flock 

or grazing, with the connotation of associating. 
    "Suffers harm" is literally "is marred / split / broken." 
     
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The one who walks with wise men 
• The comrade of fools 
 

Identifiers: 
 

• Is/ becomes  wise 
• Will be marred 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    This is the first time we have seen this teaching in 

the 'proverbs proper' (chapter 10 to the end), but it 

was really Solomon's first extended topic in the in-

troductory chapters (1 - 9): 

 Prov 1:10 - 19  My son, if sinners lure you, do not be willing.  

Proverbs 13:20  

One who walks with wise men grows wise,  

But a companion of fools suffers harm.  

   



 

  

If they say, Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood, we will 

watch secretly for the innocent without cause;  let us swal-

low them up alive as the grave, and whole, as those who go 

down into the pit;  we shall find all precious goods; we shall 

fill our houses with plunder;  cast in your lot among us, and 

let us have one purse.   My son, do not walk in the way with 

them! Keep back your foot from their path,  for their feet run 

to evil and make haste to shed blood.  Surely in vain the net 

is spread in the sight of any bird,   And they lie in wait for 

their own blood; they watch secretly for their own lives.  So 

are the ways of everyone who gains unjust gain; it takes 

away its owners' life.  

 

    Christian parents must strongly insist on this 

with their children.  Our children may not be aware 

of the evil of certain companions or, if aware, are not 

really attracted by the evil per se.  They may seek 

association with the companions for other reasons, 

all completely harmless.  Nonetheless, we must draw 

a firm line on the friends of our children.  Once a 

parent perceives immorality in the life of his child's 

companion, he must restrict the child's association 

with him.  A child can rarely comprehend this cor-

rectly, so a parent will be left looking unreasonable.  

So it must be.   

    Some children will be more offended by this pa-

rental choice than others, but any who begin think-

ing things through, which we want them to do, will 

still find it hard to see the end of a road that only be-

gins with a seemingly harmless comradary.  Our 



 

  

wisest course is to share the actual verses from 

Scripture.   

     One of the pitfalls we have to avoid is painting 

questionable companions with one broad stroke.  We 

do not help our case when we seem to class the 

companion with outright Satan-worshipers (even if 

we wouldn't be surprised if he were one).  It is even a 

good idea to (swallow hard and) say something good 

about the prospective companion first ("Your friend 

showed great planning ability in that convenience 

store heist."). 

 

    This whole situation is even more difficult when 

we ourselves didn't know the moral state of our 

child's friend at first.  It may also be that he only 

turned bad along the way.  Of course, many parents 

fail to make room for one crucial observation: the 

possibility that their own child is as much or more 

the source of immorality.  In any case, disassocia-

tion from other immoral folk is still the right proce-

dure. 

 

    The power of friendship is quite awesome but 

largely underestimated.  "He who walks with the 

wise will become wise."  Just like that?  Pretty 

much, just like that.  You can't help picking up on 

the thought patterns of those you hang around.  If 

you choose wise companions, you will have a ring-

side seat to their handling of difficult decisions, eve-

ryday kindnesses, and everything in between.   



 

  

 

    If you hang around fools, your human soul can-

not help being affected by approving of their actions.  

This approval includes, most notably, failure to dis-

approve.  Furthermore, this approval of immorality 

includes failure to effectively disapprove.  You see, it 

is not that we instantly become like immoral com-

panions.  It is that whatever good morals we had are 

slowly broken down by having to, in effect, defend 

the bad deeds of our companion.  If we can't stop 

them from doing evil, how good a friend are we?  A 

child that has any wisdom left will depart such a 

companion on his own. 

 

    Let's go ahead and throw one in from left field.  

Since TV, radio, and recorded media have allowed us 

to 'make friends' with celebrities or their fictional 

characters (they are affecting us, whether we affect 

them or not), what companions do we admire and 

‘hang with’ on TV?  Whom do we laugh at?  Are his 

jokes really harmless?  At whose music do we bob 

our heads?  Is his the beat of a defaming drummer? 
 



 

  

 
 

     
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Sinners  
• The righteous 
 

Attendants: 
 

• Chased down by bad things 
• Will be rewarded with good things   
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Who would ever make a statement like this who 

wished to be respected as a mature student of hu-

man life?  It would seem too easy to poke holes in a 

generality like this.   

    Solomon was obviously not unacquainted with 

the difficulties that come into righteous men's lives; 

nor was he unaware of the peaceful and prosperous 

lives of many sinners.  No, what might at first seem 

like a schoolboy's attempt at moralizing is actually, 

like the rest of the proverbs, a precisely worded 

statement of reality.  We simply have to resist read-

Proverbs 13:21  
Evil pursues sinners,  

but the righteous shall be recompensed with good.  

   



 

  

ing it superficially or imprecisely. 

    What happens to sinners according to this prov-

erb?  They are always being tracked by the hunter 

'evil': misfortune in many forms, including the form 

of their own pleasures and prosperities turning 

against them.  They are not in a constant state of be-

ing overtaken, but they are always being pursued.  

Neither are they pursued in vain; evil always gets his 

man.   

     Sometimes evil has the sinner in his sights but 

decides to track for a season without bagging his 

prey .  Next year the prey will be ripe for the catch.  

As per other proverbs, we know the sinner is the one 

who has 'painted a target' on his back by his refusal 

to follow the path of right. 

 

    Then we have the righteous.  He has undergone 

the Great Change.  He was just as much a sinner as 

the other.  His life was one big 'missing of the mark'- 

the mark of honesty and goodness set by God's good 

Law.   But God came and overcame.  His grace re-

placed the heart of stone with a heart responsive to 

Himself (Ezek. 36:26).  Now the righteous has listen-

ing ears and a heart desiring God's ways.  He pays 

heed to Scriptures.  He draws near God for help to 

walk uprightly day by day.   

    And what does he get for his troubles?  He is re-

paid with good.  Does Solomon say he is repaid with 

only good?  No, he knows that God will add misfor-



 

  

tune to the mix of our lives.  Sometimes misfortune 

is the main ingredient.  But with God, misfortunes 

are still part of the overall good He is doing us.  Con-

sider, how much better did Job know God after his 

trial compared to before? 

 

 Job 42:5   I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; but 

now my eye has seen You.  

 

    Job's previous knowledge of God was like hearsay 

compared to his new view of God, post-loss.  It was 

as if he had finally met God for the first time!  There 

are some things we just can't really apprehend when 

things are going great. 

    So, really, good things, and only good things, hap-

pen to the righteous, considering that even their 

worst trials work good in their lives. 

 

 2 Thess 1:5  For this is a manifest token of the righteous 

judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the 

kingdom of God for which you also suffer  

 

    Strange Gospel we've mutated here in America.  

We have a gospel sans suffering.  We have a God 

who is so good and kind that he would only allow 

bad things to happen to people who have been bad 

or who don't have enough faith.  Yes, when blessings 

are the norm, this is the kind of perverted Gospel 

that arises.  This brand of Christian cannot glorify 

God in trial, as Paul can: 



 

  

 

 2 Cor 12:7 - 10   and by the surpassing revelations, lest I be 

made haughty, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a mes-

senger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be made haughty.  For 

this thing I besought the Lord three times, that it might de-

part from me.   And He said to me, My grace is sufficient for 

you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.  Most gladly 

therefore I will rather glory in my weaknesses, that the pow-

er of Christ may overshadow me.   Therefore I am pleased in 

weaknesses, in insults, in necessities, in persecutions, in dis-

tresses for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am 

powerful.  

 

    Please notice that this disability came upon Paul 

to keep him from pride, not because he had been 

prideful.   

    Paul saw all God's works towards him as works of 

goodness, including pain.  He saw good in his life as 

a reward for his following of God's ways.  He did not 

regret following God.  He entrusted his soul to God 

and knew God would do what was best, that His re-

fining fires are not ultimately to be feared.  He knew. 

 

    So should we. 

 



 

  

 

     
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The good man 
• The sinner 
 

Identifiers: 
 

• Leaves an inheritance to his children's children 
• Stores up his wealth for the righteous 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 
    The first use of the word "inheritance" in Scrip-
ture has God promising a land to the Israelites as an 

inheritance: 

 

 Ex 23:30   Little by little I will drive them out from before 

you, until you have increased, and you inherit the land. 

 
    The third use of the word recognizes us, God's 

people, as His own inheritance, despite our sin: 

 

 Ex 34:9  Then he said, "If now I have found grace in Your 

sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though 

we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and 

Proverbs 13:22  
A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children, 

 But the wealth of the sinner is stored for the righteous.   

   



 

  

our sin, and take us as Your inheritance."  

 
    A later use of the Hebrew word pinpoints our 

most crucial heritage: 

 

Ps 119:111   Your testimonies I have taken as a heritage forev-

er, for they are the rejoicing of my heart.  

 
    If we inherit God's Words, Solomon's first use of 
the word in Proverbs tells us what else we will inher-

it: 

 

 Prov 3:35   The wise shall inherit glory, but shame shall be 

the legacy of fools.  

 
    Then, attached to the inheritance of glory, Wis-

dom personified speaks these words: 

 

 Prov 8:21   That I may cause those who love me to inherit 

wealth, that I may fill their treasuries.  

 

    And this inheritance of wealth should not sur-

prise us, because the first verse that should proba-

bly pop into our minds when we think "inherit" is 

from the Sermon on the Mount: 

 

 Matt 5:5   Blessed are the meek!  For they shall inherit the 

earth.  
 

    If we inherit the earth, we inherit all things; there-

fore, it is not problematic for Wisdom to tell us that 

we will inherit wealth by her as well. 



 

  

    Nor is it a problem, then, for a good man to leave 

an inheritance to succeeding generations.  He holds 

out God to his children as his own and their greatest 

inheritance, and God's Word to confirm this heritage 

to them.  Then God Himself mercifully keeps this in-

heritance in the family.  Some children and grand-

children may squander this inheritance, just as they 

might with an inheritance of possessions, but God 

will vouch it safe to them nonetheless. 

    Nor is the mechanism of transferring earthly 

wealth to our children a difficulty.  Just a few verses 

ago, we learned that steady work means a gradual 

build-up of assets (sometimes it seems veeeerrry 

gradual): 

 

 Prov 13:11   Wealth gotten by vanity shall be taken away, 

but he who gathers by hand shall increase.  

 

    We may not have a castle in Spain to pass on, but 

we will have something.  God will be good to His 

promise to provide for us, including something for 

our children and grandchildren to inherit.  He will 

do this, not so much by supernatural intervention 

as by simply convincing us of the importance of 

providing for our own, because of which we will be 

on the lookout for ways to put something in the till 

for them. 

 

    It doesn't go this way for the ungodly.  Their self-

ish misuse of assets fairly guarantees that it will 



 

  

eventually all go to someone more worthy of its pos-

session.  In fact, God, in His poetic justice, often 

works out the transfer to be quite direct; the act of 

disinheriting the unjust becomes the same act of 

transferring their goods to the just.     

 

    We must be careful to look at earthly life as signif-

icant.  Even if what we do here is only a 'down pay-

ment' of future permanent realities, we still demon-

strate our belief in Christ inheriting all things by our 

use of stuff here on His earth. 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 
    "Justice" can also be translated "judgment." 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Poor people's plowed ground by itself 
• Poor people's plowed ground without justice 
 

Results: 
 

• Yields much food 

Proverbs 13:23  
Much food is in the plowed ground of the poor, 
but when there is no justice, it is swept away.   

   



 

  

• Is swept away 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    A great deal of the starvation in the world is due 

to oppressive governments.  By the time the rest of 

the world hears about it, it may seem that the starv-

ing people are simply lazy.  They do nothing to plant 

or feed themselves.  In the case of oppressive gov-

ernments, this is because the poor peoples' spirits 

have been broken.  They know that whatever they 

harvest will be taken anyway, so why provide for 

their treacherous overlords?  If I'm going to starve, I 

might as well starve without feeding them. 

 

    If we translate "justice" as "judgment", we see a 

second reason for a large percentage of the world's 

starvation.  This one is more frustrating and tragic.  

For lack of good farming judgment, many peoples 

starve.  Most western countries have learned to ex-

ploit  and renew their fields fairly efficiently and pro-

ductively.  Many countries or peoples, though, are 

ruled by those who do not operate according to 

God's provision.  By ignorance or superstition they 

plant the wrong crops for the soil, or wrong for the 

season, or wrongly set up, not anticipating factors 

that will arise before harvest.  Because they fail to 

discover God's sensible connection of factors for 

good crops in a given region, they end up with little 

or nothing.  



 

  

    We could even take "judgment" in a third, slightly 

different sense and perhaps account for nearly all 

the starvation in the world between the three factors 

together.  This third factor would still take 

"judgment" as the bad judgment of the people, but 

this time, as their poor religious judgment.  They 

honor gods which did not create nor can sustain.  

They operate immorally by these false gods.  Eventu-

ally, the true God's judgment answers their lack of 

judgment.  He withholds the early or the latter rain 

for their crops.  Usually He will get their attention 

first with lesser judgments before denying them alto-

gether.  This is for their benefit to see that their gods 

are false and should not be served.  

    When we pray for our governing officials, this is 

part of what we are praying for.  We pray for justice 

to be done by our leaders, because we know that in-

justice will have many bad consequences.  There are 

many ways our fertile resources could withhold their 

abundance by governmental mismanagement or in-

terference.  In that case, of course, the leaders are 

also hurting themselves, but those on a path of un-

righteousness have already abandoned good sense 

to varying degrees.   

    Our country could easily join the countries that 

have plenty of food just waiting to be planted and 

harvested, but where injustice sweeps this potential 

away. 

 



 

  

    A simple spiritual lesson based on this proverb is 

that we are infertile, both intellectually and spiritu-

ally, because of a crooked spirit.  We fight good rea-

soning because it would deny us our wants; or we 

sterilely agree but go ahead with our unreasonable 

acts.  In either case, we become barren fields, hav-

ing swept away our own good potential.  This human 

condition is the one which actually causes the agri-

cultural one. 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

   "Seeks" is from a word literally meaning "dawn."  It 

carries the idea of rising early to see that a task is ac-

complished.   
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• He who restrains his rod 
• He who chastises his child diligently 
 
Identifiers: 
 

• Hates his child 
• Loves his child 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Want to be viewed as primitive and backwards?  

Spank your children.  Spanking is an activity that 

our society is fast making an unwanted relic from 

the past.  It is put forward as unassailable wisdom 

that if you spank your children, you are teaching 

them to respond to problems with violence.  Suppos-

edly, better results can be achieved by almost any 

other method of discipline. 

Proverbs 13:24  
He who restrains his rod hates his son,  

but he who loves him seeks him with correction.  

   



 

  

    Yet look at Solomon's first take on spanking.  Fail 

to do it, and you're a bad parent.  Fail to stay on top 

of it, and you hate your child!  Wow.  Quite a differ-

ence of opinion.  How many of us look on non-

spanking parents as hateful?  Of course, they don't 

emotionally hate their children- they hate them by 

neglect of what is for their good.  But refusal to 

spank is ultimately an act of hate. 

 

    Consider the word "restrain".  Anyone who gets 

enjoyment out of spanking his children has a prob-

lem (neither can he fill the Biblical definition of 

spanking).  We all will be inclined not to spank be-

cause of the unpleasantness it brings us; we all feel 

a natural 'restraint' upon spanking.  Solomon is tell-

ing us that this is an urge that must be overcome.  

We must discipline ourselves to discipline our child.  

 

    He who loves his child chastises him "at dawn,"  

diligently.  He stays on top of it.  He stays alert to 

activities in his child that warrant a spanking.  Any-

thing for which the child has been told "No" becomes 

a signal for a spanking.  He must be calmly but seri-

ously told, "What did daddy say about touching the 

electrical outlet?  'No.'  Now that's a spanking."  

Then, enough pain must be applied with a stick to 

the bottom to make the connection that the forbid-

den activity was really not worth it. 

 

    If, instead of spanking on first disobedience, we 



 

  

repeat ourselves, and continue to say "No" without 

spanking, we are failing to discipline diligently.  We 

are also doing two other very malicious things:  we 

are teaching our child that it is acceptable to diso-

bey for two or three instances- until mommy finally 

decides to use the rod; we are also training ourselves 

to use the rod in anger.  We will say "No" until we 

get frustrated, our voices will get louder, and then 

we will lose our patience and become abusive in the 

application of the rod.   

    The rod must be administered very steadily.  It is 

not a tool of frustration.  Frustration partly 

defeats its purpose.  

 

    God wisely created us with bodies, installing pain 

as a teaching and warning tool.  We are using a 

wisely designed, God-given avenue to our child's 

soul when we spank.  When we fail to spank, we are 

teaching them that sin really has no consequences.  

Other methods of discipline are likely to accomplish 

bad ends.  Restrictions and time-outs cause the in-

cident to linger; spanking gets it over with, and we 

may press on- put it behind us. 

 

    May God give parents grace to use the rod.  May 

God chasten parents' souls when they give in to 

their laziness and fail to use the rod.  May God give 

parents the faith to see that He will work good 

things through His commanded means of discipline, 



 

  

difficult as it is to do and do consistently. 

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared:   

 

• The righteous  
Eats to his soul's satisfaction 
 
Their Identifiers 

 
• The wicked  
His belly shall lack 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    Both God's general and His special providences 

favor the righteous man's earthly existence.  God's 

general providences- we could call them the laws of 

nature and the laws of human nature- are on the 

side of the honest, hard-working men.  Earth is go-

ing to tend to yield its fruits to his diligent labors; 

and his fellow-humans will not feel slighted by this 

helpful fellow, but, if anything, will cooperate with 

Proverbs 13:25  
The righteous eats to the satisfying of his soul, 

but the belly of the wicked shall lack.    

   



 

  

him.  God's special providences, His direct interven-

tion in the lives of men, are also on the side of the 

man who honors Him.  If earthly or community fac-

tors let him down, God will personally step in to help 

His own. 

    Solomon saw a definite pattern here.  On first 

glance, he observed various cases of need and of 

plenty in his kingdom.  These did not immediately 

appear connected to any specific factors, but as he 

investigated, Solomon reaffirmed the principle stated 

in the above proverb.   

 

    Probably the greatest objection to this would have 

come from those whose bellies were lacking, but who 

also considered themselves to be righteous men.  

Solomon had found that, on deeper inspection, these 

folks were not what they pretended.  They were ac-

tually out from under God's providing hand because 

their whole lives were lived independently of Him 

(though nominally being His fearers). 

    Notice that this verse does not say that the wick-

ed shall starve (though their lack could go this far). 

    Notice also that it doesn't say that the righteous 

shall never get low on food or even miss a meal (a 

providentially imposed fast is already generally with-

in the righteous man's regimen, 2 Cor 6:5; 11:27; for 

normal fasting, Matt. 9:15). 

    It does say that God will provide more than 

enough for His children.  They will be satisfied.  One 



 

  

case where they might doubt this is if they have 

made luxuries into necessities.  Then God might al-

low their goods to diminish to teach them this valua-

ble lesson: 

 

 1 Tim 6:8   But having food and clothing, we will be con-

tent.  
 

    If we learn to define "enough" as necessities + lux-

uries, God may need to teach us that contentedness 

must be attached to necessities alone.  Even wicked 

men may feel abandoned by the fates, when all that 

has happened is that they are reduced to necessi-

ties, or even merely had some luxuries removed. 

 

    Are you content with what you have? 

    Contentedness is commanded: 

 

 Heb 13:5  Let your way of life be without the love of money, 

and be content with such things as you have, for He has said, 

"Not at all will I leave you, not at all will I forsake you, nev-

er!"  
 

    God Himself is His people's chief treasure.  So al-

so His people are His treasure.  He will take care of 

them. 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The wise woman 
• The foolish woman 
 

Identifiers: 
 

• Builds her house 
• Pulls down her house with her own hands 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 

 

    What great respect Solomon had for the mother 

and wife in society!  What great responsibility the 

Holy Spirit lays upon her by inspiring these words!  

There simply is no more important position in socie-

ty than mother and wife.  Oh, how Satan has hood-

winked us in our day!  Church women pandering for 

positions of prominence and equal participation, 

when their “lesser” Biblical role calls for so much 

more!  Because it is out of the limelight, though, 

they consider it so much less.  How sad.   

    The only qualification a man needs in a wife is 

one who is able and desiring to build up the family 

God gives her.  The only woman he should fear is 

Proverbs 14:1 
A wise woman builds her house,  

but the foolish pulls it down with her own hands.  

   



 

  

the self-centered little ornament who wants only to 

be pampered and have lovely photos on the mantle 

to reflect the perfection of her storybook life.  Ameri-

ca turns out these women in droves.  America turns 

out males pandering after them in pursuing herds.  

America's wrecked families are the monuments to 

our joint foolishness.   

    Satan has many ways of causing us to pursue 

this vanity.  God has one way for us to pursue life 

and peace.  Once we lost track of His way, Satan 

could roll in whichever stumbling block presently 

amused him to trip us up. 

 

    The wise woman is a construction worker, so to 

speak.  She builds her house.  She looks at life as an 

opportunity to labor over a particular building pro-

ject: her family.  She measures her success by her 

husband's well-being; she receives her satisfaction 

by her children's godly development.  She puts all 

her efforts into those two areas, and nothing else 

matters.   

    She is not out to make a name for herself, but her 

husband and children will honor her as irreplacea-

ble.  This is more than enough recognition for her.  

She does not need some other boss or organization 

to recognize her abilities.  Even without placing her-

self under other authority, though, her resources for 

developing her family are quite broad.  She will do 

her best to see that her family has all the little ex-



 

  

tras that add to their comfort, safety, and health. 

    All this is part of the wise woman's description in 

the last half of Proverbs 31.  Paul confirms this also: 

 

 Titus 2:3 - 5  aged women ...  train the young women to be 

lovers of husbands, lovers of children, discreet, chaste, keep-

ers at home, good, subject to their own husbands, so that the 

Word of God may not be blasphemed  
 

    The Greek word for "keepers at home" literally 

means "home guards."  How can a woman guard her 

home when her base of operations is outside it?  

When she serves an authority structure outside it?  

Satan knew he could send our families reeling by 

sending women outside the home to work.  Women 

became interested in building their own names, in 

building their own careers.  And they thought they 

would still have the energy and resources to build 

their houses?   

 

    Rather, they make themselves into the foolish 

women of our proverb, who pull their houses down 

with their own hands.  Every energy they rob from 

their God-given keep is a yank at the timbers of their 

household.  Sooner or later, it will totter.  Sooner or 

later, the elements will creep in and begin to disturb 

and dismantle.  Sooner or later, no house at all. 

 

    The foolish woman doesn't see her task in life as 



 

  

serving her family, thereby serving God.  No, this is 

a bad deal.  Let her be served, rather!  Children give 

her a hard time- children be cursed!  Husband fails 

to pamper her- he'll regret that!  The foolish woman 

can destroy her family by neglect or outright attack.  

She becomes a screamer.  Frustrations mount, 

Mount Mrs. blows.  This isn't what she signed up 

for!  If she's going to be stuck with a horrid exist-

ence, everyone else will pay with her! 

 

    How many 'Christian' women betray their real 

spiritual condition by their approach to their fami-

lies!  Christianity's alright if it promises a loving 

husband and obedient children.  Bring them on!  I'll 

be submissive, then, when I feel loved.  I'll be a kind 

mother when they obey.  Deal. 

 

    The real Christian woman says she'll just do her 

best, tirelessly and patiently, and wait on God to 

give good results (the same as Christian men must 

do in their role).  If results are lacking, she will look 

to herself, where she could be serving better as the 

household builder.  She sees that God has put that 

weight on her.  She sees that God's blessing will 

arise from her duty to her home. 
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Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• He who walks in his uprightness 
• He who is devious in his ways 
 

Their Two Identifiers in that Order: 
 

• Fears Jehovah 
• Disrespects Jehovah 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Everything is personal.  Everything in life has to 

do with a personal relationship.  No man ever in his-

tory has been able to divorce himself from relation-

ship to God.  Everything is about how we relate to 

God.   
    Some perspectives on life seek to make it explain-

able by other principles, by actions or attitudes of 

men, or by how we utilize circumstances and sur-

roundings.  Some perspectives on life include God, 

but more as an outside component.  Even some 

Christian views of life do this.  They make God the 

Creator at the beginning, the Judge at the end, but 

in between He is more an uninvolved observer.    
    Even Christian views that correct this and make 

Proverbs 14:2  
He who walks in his uprightness fears Jehovah,  

but the devious in his ways despises Him.  

   



 

  

God an available help in the present still tend to 

leave Him more as a principle to deal with or a prop-

osition to respond to, not a personal interaction by 

which we are totally shaped. 
 

     Our proverb today indicates that everything we 

do involves immediate response to God.  Even the 

most deeply convinced atheist is living life as a di-

rect outworking of his response to God, not as a real 

denial of Him.  His hatred of God is the greatest 

proof that God is there.  Moment by moment, his 

spirit guides his thinking with a disposition too deep 

for conscious recognition.  When he is saying "God is 

not there," his spirit is saying, "Thus I rid myself of 

the one I hate."   
 

    This is true for all unbelievers, religious ones in-

cluded.  The unbeliever would never say to himself, 

"All that I do is based on my avoidance of God."  

Very few unbelievers would recognize any response 

to God at all in their souls.  When they do think of 

God, it is according to a concept they are comforta-

ble with.  There are a million varieties of an unbe-

liever's misconception of God, but they all share this 

one factor:  they do not conform to Scriptures.  They 

do not receive God's testimony of Himself, and/or 

they do not submit to it.  But it is the God of Scrip-

tures to whom the are responding all the same, for 

that is the God of Reality.   
 

    SO, the God who will review their lives at the end 

and tip the scales in their favor, saying they weren't 

too bad or were actually pretty good, is a myth they 

have invented.  This is a God they can be comforta-



 

  

ble with, but it is a replacement God to rid them of 

the real God whose presence is always jabbing their 

conscience and whom they therefore despise. 
 

    According to our proverb, there is only one kind of 

real uprightness.  It is a direct result of the fear of 

God- the belief that He has spoken and sticks by 

what He says, warnings included.  His rule is my 

guide, and I’d better stick to it every moment of my 

day.  “His uprightness”: I have adopted God’s rule as 

my chosen way. 
 

    The opposite lifestyle, the way that turns aside 

from God's definition of good, is a direct result of the 

disrespect of God- the view that He is not entitled to 

speak for Himself; that He has too much power to be 

allowed much say.  If He wants my respect, let Him 

back off.  And all of life becomes a distancing of self 

from God. 
    God is so patient that this distancing act can be a 

fairly comfortable existence for a man.  There are 

awkward moments when God undeniably breaks in, 

but the unbeliever learns that if he waits it out, he 

can pretty assuredly go back, relatively undisturbed, 

to his previous godlessness, his previous denials, his 

previous myths. 
 

    Since everything has to do with direct and imme-

diate relation to God, what do we think of the Chris-

tian who doesn't even make contact with God at the 

beginning of his day by thoughtful response to His 

Word and then by speaking back to God in prayer? 



 

  

 

 
Words of the Verse: 
 
  The Hebrew for "rod" is used only here and Isa. 

11:1.  There it is a prophecy of Christ's coming, 

saying that he would be a "twig," "sprig," or 

"shoot" out of Jesse's stem.  Our verse, then, 

could be speaking of the fool's mouth as 

'shooting forth' prideful branches as the nature of 

its 'tree'.  It could also be speaking of rod as an 

instrument of chastisement, with which the fool 

harms others, or else, which brings correction 

back on himself. 
 
Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The mouth of  the foolish / independent 
• The lips of  the wise 
 
Their Opposing Identifiers: 
 

• Contains a rod / shoot of  pride 
• Guard them 
 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 

Proverbs 14:3  

In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride,  

but the lips of the wise shall keep them.  

   



 

  

 
    "Pride" is probably the best concept in the verse 

from which to discover its meaning:  
 

 Ps 31:18   Let the lying lips be put to silence, which speak 

insolent things proudly and contemptuously against the 

righteous.   ... 23  Oh, love the LORD, all you His saints!  For 

the LORD preserves the faithful, and fully repays the proud 

person.  

 

    Here the proud is repaid for the pride of his lips. 
 

 Ps 36:3  The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; 

he has ceased to be wise and to do good. ...11  Let not the foot 

of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked 

drive me away.  

 

    Here it is the foot of pride carrying out the threats 

of its mouth. 
 
 Ps 73:6  Therefore pride serves as their necklace; violence 
covers them like a garment.  

 ... 8-9 They scoff and speak wickedly concerning oppres-

sion; they speak loftily.  They set their mouth against the 

heavens, and their tongue walks through the earth.  

 

    Here the fool's pride knows no bounds, critiquing 

God and replacing Him as judge of the earth.     
 

 Isa 16:6  We have heard of the pride of Moab -- he is very 

proud -- of his haughtiness and his pride and his wrath; but 

his lies shall not be so.  
   And here we have pride combining in the tongue 

with anger, but their lies prove unsuccessful. 



 

  

 
    In all these verses, the connection between man's 

pride and his speech is very clear.  The word "shoot" 

for “rod” would illustrate this connection; however, it 

would do little more than that.  Perhaps it would 

picture the vitality and strength of man's pride as a 

new growth from a tree. 
 

    On the other hand, if it is the punitive instru-

ment, the "rod," in the fool's mouth, it illustrates fac-

tors also present in these other verses- man's anger, 

his oppression and violence, his hatred of the right-

eous.  This seems to be the intended meaning.  Plus, 

it is answered more specifically by the second half of 

the verse, in which the righteous protects himself 

from the fool's attacks. 
 

    This verse teaches us that a person's mouth is a 

tool.  It may be a weapon with which he attacks, it 

may be a shield by which he defends, but it is cer-

tainly a tool.  The wicked are probably less aware of 

their mouths as tools, because this would be to ad-

mit their hurtful intentions.  The wise may not al-

ways wield his words as deliberate tools, but he may 

be well aware at times that his words are crucial to 

his innocence and therefore to Jehovah's taking up 

of his cause. 
 

    What drives the fool's tongue?  His pride.  His self

-assertion.  His heart belief in himself.  His soul's 

distrust in any competitors, perceived or real. 
    Pride is one of the three sources of godlessness 

identified by John: 
 



 

  

 1 John 2:15, 16   Do not love the world, nor the things in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 

not in him,  because all that is in the world, the desire of 

the flesh, and the desire of the eyes, and the pride of life, 

is not of the Father, but is of the world.  

 

    Man's mouth is a natural container for pride's 

weaponry, whatever sort it is.  The righteous are in 

danger from the wicked’s at all times.  They must be 

careful not to answer back in kind.  They must be 

careful to follow their Master's example, and this will 

“keep them”: 
 

 1 Peter 2:21 - 23  For you were not called to this? For Christ 

also suffered on our behalf, leaving us an example, that you 

should follow His steps, He who did no sin, nor was guile 

found in His mouth, who when He was reviled did not revile 

in return. When He suffered, He did not threaten, but gave 

Himself  up to Him who judges righteously.  

 
 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Owning no cattle 
• Potential of an ox's strength 
 

Their Results: 
 

• Clean stall 
• Increased revenues 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Advantages and disadvantages. 
    Almost any factor that would give us an ad-

vantage in life would also come with its disad-

vantages.  The question is:  are the disadvantages 

worth giving up the advantages for? 
    Solomon presents us with a clean stall and an ox.  

A clean stall needs no maintenance.  House an ox in 

it, though, and you'll be servicing it with food, water, 

bedding; you'll be cleaning out its droppings.  This 

large, living creature will require constant and 

messy maintenance.  If all you're looking at is the 

trouble you'll put yourself through, it's better not to 

have an ox. 
    That's when another question has to be asked:  

how much gain do I make by the ox?  There's a lot 

Proverbs 14:4  

Where no cattle are, the stall is clean,  

but much gain is by the strength of the ox.  

   



 

  

more plowing, stump-pulling, and carrying in carts 

that I can do with my ox.  His strength is multiplied 

times more than mine.  There are some things I 

simply  

couldn't do without my ox.  Are those tasks ones I'm 

able or willing to forego? 
    In this particular case, the advantage of the ox is 

going to outweigh the disadvantages of its upkeep.  

In fact, sensible people almost overlook the mess 

and sweat of ox maintenance when they think of all 

the work that ol' Sally does.  They might even smile 

as they cart out a wheelbarrow of smelly manure, 

"Sally, you're a big mess-maker, but what would I do 

without you, ol' gal?" 
 

    Solomon gives us a dilemma that's ultimately 

easy to solve in order to put the principle before us:  

the benefits of an asset usually offset the trouble ex-

pended in their upkeep.  Cars are a good example for 

us today.  Almost no one is willing to give up on cars 

altogether, even if he curses them when they break 

down and are expensive to fix.  Ultimately, the time 

and difficulty of walking or biking makes the upkeep 

of the car well worth it. 
 

    So there are many factors in life where we must 

weigh upkeep with ultimate advantages.  Many peo-

ple decide at an early age not to have children.  Look 

at the trouble and potential heartache.  Just a few 

years down the line, though, and they would give 

nearly anything to turn back the hands of time.  

They see children who turned out alright, nearly the 

justification of their parents' existence now.  Not all 



 

  

matters should be decided by headaches incurred. 
    Same with marriage.  The commitment is over-

whelming, in many ways 'life-threatening': my per-

sonality will have to be molded to my new role as 

provider or housekeeper.  I'm losing much.  But the 

gain is incomparable.  Solomon uses a big example, 

an oxen; big mess, big strength.  So with marriage.  

Almost no greater 'mess' in my personal universe.  

But nothing else completes us as marriage does.  

Whenever marriage only seems to be one big manure

-moving project, remember that the benefits are 

deep-seated, ingrained to the point of subtlety. 
 

    Of course, Christianity is the best example.  I 

have to give up everything to follow Christ:  that's 

what He said.  But in so doing, I'm actually gaining 

my soul.  That's worth it.  I'll have many opportuni-

ties to regret my decision, wish I could go back and 

follow my own desires; but however much sanity I've 

gained will quickly remind me that the old path is 

simply not worth it-  the temporary gratifications for 

the lies, the selfishness they cost. 
 
 

    Take stock.   

    The biggest, messiest things in your life, the 

things that give you the most grief- aren't they ulti-

mately well worth it?   

    What, then, should become of our complaining 

and dissatisfied wishing? 

 



 

  

 

 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The trusty witness 
• The false witness 
 

Their Identifiers: 
 

• Will not lie 
• Breathes lies 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Solomon and the Ten Commandments. 
    This is Solomon's third treatise on the ninth com-

mandment.  The first was in Prov. 6:19.  The second 

was in 12:17.  Solomon seems to be particularly 

concerned to communicate the subtleties of the 

ninth commandment.   
    The ninth commandment is the only one that 

seems to force us to say that men broke a command 

when they did good, such as when the Hebrew mid-

wives gave misinformation in their saving of Hebrew 

infants (Exod. 1).   Whereas, it seems fairly obvious, 

for example, that there are certain kinds of killing, 

such as killing a murderer, that don't break the 

sixth commandment, yet it remains largely a mys-

Proverbs 14:5  

A faithful witness will not lie,  

but a false witness breathes lies.  

   



 

  

tery to the Church how someone can 'tell a lie' and 

yet not break the ninth commandment.  The usual 

answer given is that they don't avoid breaking it.  

The Hebrew midwives merely performed a less unac-

ceptable form of lying, if prevailing wisdom is cor-

rect. 
    This inconsistent approach and the confusion 

that results from it are exactly what Solomon is 

seeking to address by using the phrase "false wit-

ness" seven times in Proverbs.  He's letting us know 

that he is systematically analyzing this doctrinal ar-

ea, without which we cannot have thorough wisdom 

nor walk in consistent righteousness. 
 

    Our present proverb adds this critical bit of infor-

mation to the true interpretation of the ninth com-

mandment:  Lying is a subcategory of False Witness.  

This is crucial because it means that Lying cannot 

be understood without understanding False Wit-

ness.  It also means that once False Witness is un-

derstood, the definition of Lying must flow from it. 
    Here is perhaps the reason that so much confu-

sion exists on this subject.  It is that we come to 

Scriptures with a readymade definition of Lying.  We 

come to Scriptures assuming that Lying includes all 

misinformation deliberately given, or given with the 

intent to mislead.   

    In fact, this definition cannot be correct.  To verify 

this, let us 'fast forward' to the next statement Solo-

mon makes on the ninth commandment: 
 
 Prov 14:25  A true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful 
witness speaks lies.  



 

  

    Solomon advances the definition of False Witness 

considerably when he gives its opposite.  Now we 

know one thing we must exclude from the definition 

of False Witness:  a false witness is not a person who 

delivers souls, that is, saves lives.  Do you suppose 

Solomon had at least two cases specifically in mind- 

the cases of the Hebrew midwives and the case of 

Rahab the harlot?  It certainly seems so.  In any 

case, their actions come directly under this heading.  

They are specifically defined as true witnesses by 

their saving of innocent lives.  Therefore, it would 

seem impossible to call them false witnesses. 
 

    Hereby Solomon directly confronts any unBiblical 

notions we may have brought to our definition of Ly-

ing.  If we assumed that Lying had to include all in-

tentional misinformation, we were wrong.  God, who 

gave the ninth commandment, apparently included 

certain forms of misinformation as an 'exception 

clause' to it, just like killing (executing) a murderer.   
 

    Seeking a little clearer definition of the ninth com-

mandment, then, with our new factor, we might say 

that False Witness is any intentional misinformation 

other than misinformation which delivers innocent 

parties from harm.  We might even be able to gener-

alize further and say that False Witness is any in-

tentional misinformation tending to unrighteousness.  

But at least the 'harm to innocent parties' clause 

seems solidly included by Prov. 14:25.   
    Therefore, if someone gives misinformation which 

keeps innocent parties from harm, he is not bearing 

false witness.  Also, by today's proverb, if he is not 



 

  

bearing false witness, neither is he lying.  Therefore, 

the Hebrew midwives did not lie.  So also, neither 

did Rahab the harlot lie nor bear false witness.  
 

    Who would've known that we would've come away 

from today's seemingly simple proverb with a new, 

startling, and probably unacceptable definition of 

Lying?  Unacceptable, that is, to those who feel that 

it is mere trickiness or avoidance of a difficulty to 

define things so.  Yet what is really so unusual in 

approaching a definition this way?  It is only that we 

had not keyed in on Solomon's unique contribution 

to the subject previously that kept us from it. 
 

    In a way, all our 'new' (if true, then not really new, 

of course) definition of Lying is doing is honoring the 

order of the Ten Commandments.  It is saying that 

Life (6th commandment) has priority over Marriage- 

the joining of two lives (7th commandment), which 

has priority over Property (8th commandment), 

which has priority over Reputation (9th command-

ment).  If innocent life is threatened by a certain 

kind of witness borne, then that witness must be 

automatically false.  The midwives would have been 

false witnesses if their speech had endangered the 

babies, which they would have done had they given 

the Pharaoh 'accurate' information.  

 

    Part of our difficulty in understanding this may be 

in two different connotations of  "false."  We tend to 

think of 'false' almost exclusively in terms of infor-



 

  

mation.  In subordinating the ninth commandment 

to the sixth, we bring out the meaning that 'false' is 

anything that tears the fabric of a 'true' definition, 

including the definition of murder.  So murder be-

comes a falsehood, in addition to other wrong things 

it is.  If the falsehood murder has occurred, any in-

formation aiding it was thereby false. 
 

    So, in order to apply this proverb, must we go out 

and give some truthful misinformation right away?   

    In fact, we may never be put in such a situation 

our whole lives.  Where people's lives are not on the 

line, we will never need to give life-saving misinfor-

mation.  However, if we did, we can be assured that 

it would be giving true witness, and God would not 

see it as false witness or a lie in any sense.   
 

   This tells us how tightly woven God's tapestry of 

Truth is.  We must be very careful only to think the 

truth and speak the truth.  We must fear thinking, 

telling, or living a lie in any way.  It is so easy for us 

to do.  Solomon teaches us on the ninth command-

ment to strengthen our fear of lying, not to soften it. 
 

    In terms of the Gospel and evangelism, the chief 

lie is man's righteousness. 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The mocker 
• The discerning 
 

Their Attributes: 
 

• Searches out wisdom in vain 
• Knowledge is a snap to him 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This verse looks at reprobation from the natural-

istic side.  Proverbs 1 looked at it from the Divine 

side: 
 

 Prov 1:20, 22, 24 - 26   Wisdom cries outside; she utters her 
voice in the streets;  How long will you love simplicity, sim-
ple ones? And will mockers delight in their scorning? And 
will fools hate knowledge?  Because I called, and you re-
fused; I stretched out my hand, and no one paid attention; 
but you have despised all my advice, and would have none of 
my warning.  I also will laugh at your trouble; I will mock 
when your fear comes  
 

    God makes a choice.  Guided by His righteous-

ness, He deems certain people unfit for help because 

of their previous despite of Him. 
    But it is equally true to say that these people 

Proverbs 14:6  
A mocker searches out wisdom, and there is none,  

but knowledge is easy to the discerning.  

   



 

  

would find wisdom unattainable on their own. 
    It's like the hardening of Pharaoh's heart.  God 

said He would harden Pharaoh's heart.  Then when 

the act itself arrived, it says that Pharaoh hardened 

his own heart.  Obviously, Pharaoh did not harden 

his own heart in place of God.  This phrasing of the 

issue (repeated several times in Exodus) shows that 

God simply used the spiritual resistance already in 

Pharaoh to activate his unrepentance.  But God had 

'bolted the door shut' on Pharaoh in such a way that 

He did take direct responsibility for the act.   
 

    Interestingly, many Christians feel the necessity 

to get God off the hook for this.  God, on the other 

hand, seems not the least bit embarrassed by it.  If 

we can't see how He can be perfectly righteous and 

harden someone's heart, the resolution is not to doc-

tor the facts.  Just remember that God is not chang-

ing a man's heart when He hardens it; He is merely 

'holding' the man in the state of his own choosing.  

And what is this 'holding' but a withholding of His 

softening grace?  Just as death is a point when 

man's choices become permanent, so hardening of 

the heart is such a point.  Even then, if the person 

wanted to do right, he would be totally free to do so.  

It's just that he has no such desire.   
 

    Anyway, our proverb looks at the withholding of 

grace from the human side- the man hardening his 

own heart, so to speak.  Because he is a mocker, he 

will find wisdom unattainable.  His spirit, tuned to 

disrespect, will simply be unable to tune in to its op-



 

  

posite. 
 

 Jam 3:17   But the wisdom that is from above is first truly 

pure  
 

    Wisdom is not to be had simply for the wishing.  

Wisdom is not merely a commodity; wisdom is a ren-

ovation.  Wisdom is not a space heater, it is central 

heating and air.  The mocker has his attic filled with 

the paraphernalia of irreverence; he has no room for 

the ductwork to channel wisdom into his soul. 
    For this same reason, wisdom and knowledge are 

"a snap" (Hebrew, "light") to the discerning man.  He 

has already figured out that he is not the center of 

the universe, for instance.  He has acquired all the 

basic knowledge that runs new wiring throughout 

his house (to change analogies).  Now, all that 

ground-laying work has its payoff.  At the 'flip of a 

switch'- light! 
 

    Here is an interesting principle.  However well you 

have laid your groundwork, that is how easy the dis-

covery of certain knowledge is.  The whole starting 

point for this, of course, is that God has actually giv-

en attainable knowledge.  Unfortunately, in the mod-

ern church’s retreat from sense, the 'reverent' posi-

tion is that we can't understand much/ a lot  of 

what God has said:  He apparently designed it that 

way.   
    Yes, rather than suspect the thoroughness of my 

own wiring renovation, I'll lay the blame for my puz-

zlement at God's feet.  We trust our instincts so 

highly that when something seems unjust or contra-

dictory in Scriptures, we simply conclude that there 



 

  

is some higher logic- way, way up there- beyond the 

clouds, beyond space ...  How could we be expected 

to figure that out?  And this actually gives our lazi-

ness a tone of reverence.  Clever!  It actually makes 

our accusation that God is powerless to communi-

cate sensibly seem an act of praising Him!  Genius!  

We do deserve a place at His right hand or His left 

(More likely, we'll be in the altogether left-hand 

group: the goats!). 
 

    So what did Peter mean when he said: 
 

 2 Pet 3:15, 16  ... as our beloved brother Paul also has writ-
ten ... in which are some things hard to be understood  
 

    Was Peter admitting that he didn't have adequate 

foundational knowledge to follow some of Paul's en-

tailed logic?  No, he's saying that Paul's unique writ-

ings require a kind of on-the-job-training for his par-

ticular packaging of the knowledge.  The discerning 

man is actually gaining the wisdom to properly ana-

lyze Paul by studying Paul thoroughly.   

 

    And apparently Peter had had success in the ef-

fort.  Notice that he did not say that Paul was impos-

sible to understand, merely difficult- a difficulty, by 

the way, not imposed by 'Mr. Over-Complicated 

Paul', but a difficulty arising from the complicated 

subject matter Paul is presenting (chosen by God). 
 

    So, do you have the background to make the dis-

covery of knowledge easy?  This would be Biblical 

knowledge and knowledge in general.  The same 

mental processes that open Scripture to us also 

open any of God's other works.   



 

  

 

    Most of us find that we have definite limitations in 

our knowledge-acquiring abilities.  Also, under-

standing in one area does not actually translate into 

understanding in another.  This indicates that we 

are not acquainted with the underlying principles 

that give us expertise in a certain area.  It also tells 

us that our expertise is not so extensive as we might 

have thought. 
 

    Scriptural knowledge is the most important.  

Nothing less than a grasp of the whole Bible is nec-

essary to facilitate good Bible understanding.  Thank 

God for men who devote themselves to this search 

and for those from the past who have left us their 

writings.   

 

    We have fallen into the opposite error of the Phari-

sees, who mostly quoted older rabbis' writings.  We 

feel quite adequate to lean on our contemporaries 

and leave off with those who went before us and 

studied more thoroughly and successfully, who are 

much nearer “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 

20:27).  

 

Proverbs 14:7  
Go from interaction with a dull-witted man,  

And you will not have experienced lips of knowledge. 

   



 

  

 

Wording of the Verse: 
 

    There are several possible renderings of this verse.  

Here are a couple more. 
2)  "Go from before a dim-witted man, or you will not 

know the lips of insight." 

3)  "Go from before a stupid man when you do not see 

in him the lips of knowledge." 

    Of course, God only means one of them, unless He is 

communicating two things by double entendre.  

    There would be an easier way to express the third op-

tion, so it is a less likely choice.   

    The multi-purpose Hebrew joining word is translated 

"or" in the second option; it is usually a conjunction or 

disjunction. "Or" would also have been communicated 

better by another word or phrase and thus seems less 

likely. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Defined: 
 

• The dull-witted man 
 

His Identification: 
 

• Leave an interview with him and you will not have en-

countered knowledgeable lips 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Solomon is telling us here how very completely 

foolishness affects the soul of a fool.  He uses the 

word for fool that comes from a root word meaning 

"fat."   



 

  

    Solomon has given us some pretty definite mark-

ers for identifying this kind of fool.  So far, we have 

seen that he is someone who slanders others, and 

who approaches doing harm to others as a kind of 

game (10:18, 23).  Two other proverbs tell how eager 

the dullard is to reveal his lack of sense (12:23, 

13:16), and another how impossible it is for him to 

change himself (13:19). 
 

    Solomon is now reaffirming the dullard's complete 

immersion in his spiritual stupidity.  When you have 

spent time with him, you will reflect back on what 

he said and you will realize that, though he has hu-

man intelligence, the use of language, and the ability 

to comprehend abstract concepts, yet he is really de-

void of any real spiritual sense.  Whatever Biblical 

concepts he may be able to parrot or interact with, 

he has no spiritual root of comprehension within 

himself.  He may even possess a facet of personality 

that is deeply affected by religious matters, but Solo-

mon warns us that he will also bear signs of the 

lightness of impression they make on his total pat-

tern of life. 
    This is insight Christians need.  We are too quick 

to render the verdict, "All I know is that he loves the 

Lord," as though we were doing someone a favor to 

approve the religious cloak he pulls over himself.   

    Solomon is telling us we should be more careful 

in our evaluations.  Think about your conversation 

with such a person.  Was there any real depth of 

spiritual understanding?  Or was he just spouting 

popular Christian maxims and sentiments? 
 



 

  

    Remember, being excited about his topic is not a 

true test.  The spiritual dullard distinguishes himself 

by how much he loves to share what he knows.  Sol-

omon is really telling us that if we have determined 

by other tests that this man is a flake, we will be 

able to review personal interaction with him and re-

affirm this conclusion.  You may be quite taken with 

his enthusiasm when you are actually talking with 

him, but 'go from his presence’- think on your own 

about what he truly said- ‘and you will perceive that 

the lips of knowledge were missing.' 
 

    Of course, one dullard is not going to be able to 

properly evaluate another.  The Church has a ten-

dency to manufacture dull-witted 'saints'.  We with-

hold knowledge and then tell the flock that they 

have great wisdom.  We present a gospel that 'saves' 

men but somehow leaves them in the unbreakable 

grip of various vices. 

 
    If the Church becomes a home to wisdom again, 

we may be able to detect again those who walk 

against what is wise. 

 
 

Proverbs 14:8  
The wisdom of the insightful is to analyze his way,  
But the foolishness of the undiscerning is deceit.  

   



 

  

Words of the Verse: 
 

  "Analyze" is from a Hebrew word meaning "to sepa-

rate mentally." 
   The "undiscerning" is our dull-witted from the previ-

ous verse. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The discerning 
• The dullard 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• His wisdom is to analyze his path 
• His folly is deceit 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    Here is a proverb commending self-analysis.  It is 

good to be introspective.  It is important for us to re-

alize this, because it is not the American way.  In 

fact, America is so infatuated with being practical, 

the analytical person is considered psychologically 

off-center. 
    Let us first be clear, though, that we are not 

merely talking about someone who just thinks and 

analyzes.  We are talking about someone who ana-

lyzes himself.  The spiritually sharp person is that 

way because he knows himself so well.  By knowing 

himself, his own weaknesses, he is humbled.  As a 

humble man, he sees and treats others with com-

passion. 
    Exactly how well can a person know himself?   



 

  

 
 Jer 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is in-

curable; who can know it?  
 

    The precise twists and turns that our sin takes to 

achieve its crooked ends are rather unpredictable.  

Does this mean that sin has the upper hand? 
 

Rom 7:15  For that which I do, I know not. For what I desire, 

that I do not do; but what I hate, that I do.  

Rom 7:24, 25  O wretched man that I am!  Who shall deliver 

me from the body of this death?  I thank God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord! So then with the mind I myself 

serve the Law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.  

 

    Sin does not have the upper hand in the sense 

that we are simply its victims to do as it pleases.  

Sin can be absolutely denied in that what I actually 

say and practice can be subjected to God's Law. 
 

    Sin, however, cannot be utterly stamped out prior 

to our glorification.  Until then, sin is a law at work 

in me, both as sinful choices I consciously make and 

as a tainting influence, reminding me of who I was 

and who I would certainly now return to being ex-

cept for God's sanctifying grace. 

    This is all very necessary knowledge for our prov-

erb.  The discerning person engages in the same 

kind of introspection portrayed in the paragraphs 

above.  Such analysis will make him pray like the 

Psalmist: 
 

 Psa 19:12, 13  Who can understand his  errors?  Oh make me 



 

  

pure from secret faults; and keep Your servant back from 

presumptuous sins; do not let them rule over me; then I 

shall be upright, and I shall be innocent of great trans-

gression.  
     

    The discerning person is not so by some trick or 

formula.  He can only be wise by the hard art of self-

inspection: the nasty work of looking at his inner 

warts and taking responsibility for them. 

    The spiritual dullard wants to preserve a good  

self-image at all costs.  It doesn't help that this is 

the world's and the Church's advice to him also.  So 

he avoids any real self-confrontation.  Rather than 

look at what he really is, then, he has to make up 

some other story.  This, as our proverb says, is de-

ceit. 
 

    So maybe those people we always made fun of for 

'meditating on their navel' actually had it right.  

Maybe we were threatened by them because of how 

terrifying the prospect of seeing our true selves is.  

Perhaps that's also why the introspective person 

seems a bit gloomy.  There are some not-so-nice 

things down in human soul land.   

    But how can they be dealt with without inspec-

tion? 
 

 Psa 139:23, 24  Search me, O God, and know my heart; try 

me, and know my thoughts,  and see if any wicked way is in 

me; and lead me in the way everlasting.  
 



 

  

   Again, with this starting point, we, as Paul in 

Rom. 7:25 above, can submit our pattern of thinking 

to the blueprint of God's instructions.  Without this 

Spirit-guided self-analysis, we will probably fail to 

appreciate the depth of even the doctrine of sin, 

much less its application in me. 



 

  

 



 

  

14:9 - 15



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

  "Trespass offering" is from a Hebrew word meaning "guilt."  

It is also translated "guilt offering" and "reparation offering."  

It is the word used throughout Leviticus for this offering. 
   The word "favor" also appears in Leviticus as God's re-

sponse to an acceptable offering. 
    The above translation is the simplest and best, though 

most versions and commentators choose less grammati-

cal renderings (Hebrew-wise), because they can't see the 

sense of the straightforward one. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared:   
 

• Fools       
• The upright     
 

Their Descriptions in Order: 
 

•   The Reparation Offering mocks them  
•     There is favor among them. 

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    It seems a little surprising that Solomon would 

take us into a lesson based on one of the five basic 

sacrifices for sin in Leviticus.  In fact, this is not too 

far beyond his recent lesson on the ninth command-

Proverbs 14:9  
The trespass-offering mocks fools;  

But among the upright there is favor.  

   



 

  

ment (false witness).  Both are lessons from the Law, 

upon which David and Solomon based their medita-

tions.  Solomon realized that God gave the 

‘ceremonial’ law as a kind of picture book, illustrat-

ing spiritual realities in the earthly realm.  Solomon 

was also writing in a society where the Reparation 

Offering was a daily reality and was quite relevant to 

his audience. 
 

    To bring us up to speed, what was the Reparation 

Offering all about?  Its occasion is laid out in Leviti-

cus 5:1 - 4, 15 , and 6:1 - 3.  The sins for which the 

Reparation Offering were required were:   
1) testimony withheld by a witness; 2) touching a 

cere- 

monially unclean object and only realizing it later;   

3) making a thoughtless oath only to realize it later;  

4) touching holy objects when not sanctified;  5) ly-

ing that aided a neighbor's loss.  The Reparation Of-

fering was an animal sacrificed to atone for these 

sins, sometimes with a money value added for loss 

incurred. 
 

    According to Solomon, the Reparation Offering for 

these sins "mocked" the fool.  That is, the offering 

'laughed at' the fool making the offering because he 

did not truly repair damage done by his thoughtless-

ness.  He trusted in the offering to repair the damage 

but saw no real breach in the human-to-human re-

lations he had affected: nothing he had to make 

right personally with those affected.  Solomon is say-

ing that the offering alone without a heart desiring 

restoration of wrongs was worthless. 
    This is why the second half of the verse contrasts 



 

  

the fool to the upright man who does have repaired 

relations with others.  There is favor among upright 

men because whenever they offend another, they are 

truly sorry for it.  Their souls go out in appeal to of-

fended parties, seeking forgiveness and restoration.  

They do not rest until they are in favor with their 

neighbor again.  When this kind of person made a 

Reparation Offering, it didn't 'laugh at him', it smiled 

upon him (“favor”), saying, in effect, "This is what I 

am about, not a mere ceremony, but a reflection of a 

repentant heart." 
 

    Interestingly, it is only "among the upright" that 

this relationship exists.  This is because the fool not 

only fails to see the harm he has done to others, he 

also refuses to forgive wrongs committed against 

himself.  He does not walk in company with forgiven 

folk.  His perception of sin is twisted all the way 

around. 
 

    Now what is the application in our day, since we 

do not offer animal sacrifices?   
    All the offerings for sin have their ultimate fulfill-

ment in Christ's sacrifice.  The Reparation Offering 

is specified of Christ in prophecy: 
 

 Isa 53:10  Yet it pleased Jehovah to crush Him; to grieve 
Him; that He should put forth His soul as a guilt-offering.  
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the will 
of Jehovah shall prosper in His hand.  
 

    The Guilt Offering here is our same Hebrew word 

for Trespass/ Reparation Offering. 
 

    Here's one big question, then:  Are we prepared to 



 

  

say that Christ's sacrifice actually mocks people?  

Does His sacrifice 'laugh at' the insincere worshiper, 

as the Old Covenant sacrifice did? 

 
    Actually, Christ, as REAL Reparation Offering, 

would laugh even harder at someone who treated 

Him as unreal.  Someone who just seeks to 'use' 

Christ as a doormat with which to wipe off their sin-

ful shoes will find that Christ's sacrifice not only 

mocks them, it is very angry with them: 
 

 Heb 10:29   Of how much worse punishment, do you sup-
pose, will he be thought worthy of punishment, the one who 
has trampled the Son of God, and who has counted the 
blood of the covenant with which he was sanctified an un-
holy thing, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  
 

    Doesn't sound like the usual tale we hear spun 

out of the Cross today, does it?  We've taken the 

Cross as a token of God backing off from a serious 

approach to sinners.  Nowadays He's using a soft 

touch.  "Come on!  Here's your free ticket to Heaven!!  

Won't you take it?  Please, please, pretty please!"   

 
    Not to say that God doesn't make a sincere and 

heartfelt offer of the Gospel, but the other side of the 

equation is what we've terribly mistaken.  What hap-

pens when we refuse?  There is no further equation 

in our minds; it's all sentiment.  But Biblically, there 

is a serious side of the equation that is just as deep-

ly serious as the sympathetic side is sympathetic. 
 

 1 Cor 11:29, 30   For he who eats and drinks [Communion] 
unworthily eats and drinks condemnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body.  For this cause many among you 



 

  

are weak and sickly, and many sleep.  
 

    Many of the Corinthians had actually died (= 

"sleep") from taking the Lord's Supper with a wrong 

spirit.  In the Old Covenant, we have the occasional 

priest immediately dying for improper approach to 

Tabernacle/ Temple service, but in the New Cove-

nant, regular church members are sick and dying for 

a selfish approach to Communion. 

 

    What does this say about whole denominations 

that have defiled communion by false teaching/ 

practice?  Some denominations died spiritually long 

ago.  They have been cut off from the covenant per-

haps generations or even centuries ago, and now the 

last echo of  "Anathema" spoken to their forefathers 

says all that will be said to them until Judgment 

Day. 
 

    How do you approach the sacrifice of Christ?  Are 

you smitten in conscience because of your sin?  Or 

is it just 'Christ's job' to forgive you? 
    Particularly we are warned about damaged hu-

man relations in our bringing of Christ's offering be-

fore the Father, just as in our proverb: 
 

 Matt 5:23, 24   Therefore if you offer your gift on the altar, 
and there remember that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go.  First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift.  
 

    The effect of Christ’s forgiveness in my life is a 

forgiving heart.  Until that is manifested, God says 
He is uninterested in our worship. 



 

  

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Our heart's knowledge of our soul's own bitterness 
• Our heart's knowledge of our soul's own joy 
 

Their Two Descriptions in Order: 
 

• It is a unique knowledge 
• No one else can completely identify with it 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is a potentially dangerous verse in our day, 

since Satan has so successfully isolated us from one 

another in so many harmful ways.  However, this 

verse is therefore also an antidote to this confusion.  

On the surface, it seems to corroborate the common 

folly that every man is an island and that we cannot 

really know anything about anyone else.  This belief 

goes to a further and more dangerous extreme in 

Christianity, claiming that we cannot know God in 

any real sense either.  Satan has worked a powerful 

spell that has truly stopped many dead in their 

tracks from any attempts to attain real knowledge of 

Proverbs 14:10  
The heart knows the bitterness of its soul,  

and a stranger does not mix in its joy.  

   



 

  

God.  This verse, again, does not support this un-

truth. 
    What this verse is saying is this:  that as crea-

tures made in God's image, we each have a nearly 

infinite inner world made up of the interaction be-

tween our own souls and all the experiences of our 

lives.  There is too much 'raw data': our feelings, 

thoughts, conscience, etc. (i.e., our souls), and too 

much 'input data': life experiences interacting with 

our souls, for any other person to hope to take it all 

into account in coming to know us. 
 

    The important question is this, though:  Does this 

'isolation' mean that no one can make an accurate 

statement about me?  Does it even mean that some-

one cannot know me better than I know myself?  

The answer to both of these questions is No.  Armed 

with only general truths, you can make perfectly ac-

curate statements about me.  "You are a SINNER," 

you might say to me.  You would be 100% accurate.  

Furthermore, if you told me I was a sinner and I dis-

agreed, you would know the most primary things 

about me better that I knew it myself. 
    So Solomon's purpose is not to put us each in 

shielded, isolated universes of our own.  He would 

not even be writing proverbs if he believed us un-

reachable by one another. 
 

    Just two verses earlier, Solomon told us that the 

wise man discerns his own way, but the fool has a 

deceptive picture of himself.  Solomon seemed to 

have keyed in on man's self-deception in the last 

proverb by telling us that fools make insincere offer-

ings to God to atone for damaged relations with oth-



 

  

er men.  The upright, on the other hand, walk in fa-

vor with one another.  Now Solomon is further delin-

eating this fellowship of the upright and fellowship 

in general.  By pointing out the limitations of human 

fellowship, Solomon is forcing us back to the third 

party in the Reparation Offering: God.  God is the 

one who defines us as sinners and takes us out of 

its deception.  The ultimate purpose, even of the 

Reparation Offering, is not to mend human relation-

ships, but our relationship with God.  He is the one 

who commanded, "Do no wrong to your neighbor."  

Therefore, even a wrong against a neighbor is pri-

marily a wrong against God.   
 

    This seems to be Solomon's real point, then.  

Whereas we can only know and identify with one an-

other imperfectly, God can identify with each of us, 

both personally and infinitely.  Though our relations 

with our fellow men are bound on us by God and are 

perfectly accurate indicators of our spiritual condi-

tion, yet they are not the ultimate end of our exist-

ence.  Having been made right with our fellow men, 

we are not thereby made right.  Solomon is teaching 

us that it would be foolish to try to make man our 

"end-all."  God is the One with whom we have to do. 

    This may be our proverb to this point which most 

depends on the preceding context for a correct inter-

pretation. 

    There is an isolation that is automatic between 

two finite creatures.  There is also an isolation of ac-

countability laid on us by God: 
 



 

  

 Gal 6:4, 5   But let each one prove his own work, and then 
he alone will have a boast in himself, and not in another.  For 
each one will bear his own load.  

    Despite this 'loneliness' before the throne of God, 

there is a real, plentiful, and practically limitless fel-

lowship of experience we have with one another: 
 

 1 Cor 2:11  For who among men knows the things of a man 

except the spirit of man within him?   
 

    Based on this real fellowship, we are admonished: 
 

 Rom 12:15   Rejoice with those who rejoice. Weep with 
those who weep.  
 

    If there were not a real fellowship of experience 

between us, this would be an exercise in hypocrisy.  

There obviously is a true sense in which we can 

know one another. 
 

    So there is a 'loneliness' of personality that drives 

us to find comfort in the only One who really knows 

us.  Springing from this comfort of being known, we 

enter more fully into the general fellowship of men, 

whom God says are ultimately only what we are, but 

in a different 'mix' of personality + experience pro-

portions. 
 

    Furthermore, a specific warning of our proverb is 

this:  There is an utter aloneness of each individual 

human before God's Judgment.  We cannot measure 

ourselves relative to one another in determining our 

standing with God.  How we treat one another IS a 

definite indicator of who we are, but whether we 

have bowed to God's charge therein, fully accepting 

our sin and His Remedy, is a matter requiring as 



 

  

much comprehension of ourselves as we can possi-

bly search out.  He will help all who call on Him in 

this search. 

 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The house of the immoral 
• The tent of the upright 
 

Their Outcomes in Order: 
 

• Becomes desolate 
• Breaks forth with buds 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    All our rewards do not wait for Heaven.  There is 

certainly ample Scriptural evidence for earthly re-

wards for both good and bad people.  Our afterlife 

rewards are more complete, but the rewards God 

gives here are undeniable. 
    God's blessings also run broader than individu-

als.  Whole households are blessed or cursed based 

on the behavior of their heads, or even of lesser indi-

viduals in the household. 

Proverbs 14:11  
The house of the wicked shall be desolated,  
but the tent of the upright shall blossom.  

   



 

  

    Where these two truths are believed, men pay at-

tention to their actions and attitudes.  The fear of 

God cannot be taken lightly by a man who knows 

that his deeds call forth a definite and lasting re-

sponse from God.  Sometimes his faith may run low 

enough that this knowledge of God’s just remunera-

tion is all he can tell is keeping him in line.  But this 

same knowledge is always somewhere in the periph-

eral vision of a godly man. 
 

    A man, in measuring his morality by the straight 

rule of God's Word, calls blessing upon his whole 

household.  Even if all he has is a tent, as in our 

proverb, it will bud like a permanently planted tree 

in spring.  Life will issue forth from his household.  

God promises him both faithful children and wife.  

The simple blessings of family life will be theirs, 

where the tenets of godliness can be modeled and 

passed on. 
 

    These simple blessings are not to be taken for 

granted.  They certainly are not taken for granted by 

the foolish man in his later years.  He finds that his 

rule of selfishness was well copied and enhanced by 

his progeny.  He had visions of all things serving his 

ego.  But his children caught on to the service of ego 

and then some.  Arguments over straying children 

put pressure on the marriage.  These families are 

fortunate to end up with anything.  There is certain-

ly nothing of value left.  They are “desolate.” 
    Fortunately, God has put a parenting instinct in 

us that overcomes much of our natural selfishness.  

Many otherwise ungodly men learn to act rather un-

selfishly for the sake of their families.  Their families 



 

  

are to that degree blessed. 
 

    Conversely, households where Scripture is the 

rule can be turned aside by disobedience, even in 

the form of deficient leadership skills. 
 

    So we might chart these tendencies thus: 

 

  
 

    There is another Scripture in which the Hebrew 

for both "desolated" and "blossoming" are found: 
 

 Ps 92:7   When the wicked spring up like grass, and when all the 

workers of iniquity flourish, it is that they may be destroyed for-

ever.  
 

    Those households that are consistently unScrip-

tural and seem to be doing well- the blessings will 

not last.  For a while, they seem to have a house 

where the godly have only a tent.  But immorality 

will eventually wear down any reserve of benefits the 

ungodly has garnered from various quarters, and 

the prophecy of our proverb will come true.  Desola-

tion will come home to roost. 
 

 

    Are you a husband?  Can you afford to indulge 

your selfishness or lack of leadership where your 

family is at stake? 
    Are you a wife?  Do you realize the critical factor 

you are in the family and the power God has given 

you to change things for the better?  (1 Peter 3:1 - 6) 

More  

desolate  

house 

 

< 
Selfishness 

as  

the rule 

 
• 

Scripture  
as  

the rule 

 

> 
More   

blossoming 

house                                                  



 

  

    Are you a child in a family?  Are you aware of the 

blessings of long life held out to you for your obedi-

ent honoring of your parents?  Of either the happi-

ness or sorrow you bring your parents by your atti-

tude and behavior? 
 

    God is good to His promises to all members of 

families.  The wise know that it is unwise to test the 

boundaries outside His blessings. 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    The Hebrew word for "right" means "straight," 

"level."  It is the same word for the "upright" in the pre-

vious verse.   

    The first half of the verse could also be translated, 

"There is a way that is upright to a man." 

    Another literal phrasing would be "... is right to the 

face of a man." 
     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• A man's present course 
• The "future" of it 
 

Proverbs 14:12  
There is a way that seems right to a man,  

but the end of it is the ways of death.   

   



 

  

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Is judged by himself as upright  
• The paths of death 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is one of the great verses of Proverbs.  It may 

be because it speaks so directly to the spirit of our 

age, but it certainly speaks to the human spirit in 

every age.   
    At the Fall, man took on a radically different na-

ture from the one he was given at Creation.  God de-

scribed the change in man as Death.  Man was sep-

arated from God.  Now where was man going to get 

his sense of justice from?  By being separated from 

God, we naturally choose a standard for right and 

wrong apart from Him.  It is now part of our nature 

to judge an inaccurate standard as suitable.  We may 

not judge just any wrong standard as acceptable, 

but our separation from God definitely keeps us 

from judging His standard as right. 
 

    There is a whole spiritual wilderness full of the 

godless paths man takes.  Our proverb would call 

them the "paths of death."  Many of these paths may 

look very different from one another.  Many of them 

are even opposed to one another.  Some of them 

were created as correctives for other paths in the 

same wilderness.  But all of them are within the ter-

ritory of spiritual Death: separation from God; and 

all of them have their ending point at the terminus 

of the wilderness where begins the Second Death, 

the Lake of Fire. 
 



 

  

    How do men get on these paths?  Why do they 

stay on them?  Our proverb says it is because the 

paths are upright in the men’s presence/estimate.  It 

is because, in the judgment of each of the millions 

on these roads, the road he has chosen is not only 

acceptable, but upright.  Some men's judgments 

will change throughout life and a different path may 

seem better, but he will always choose another path 

one he simply judges to 

be more upright. 
 

    How does a man get off the road of Death he is 

on?  Obviously, he will have to see two things:  1) his 

own path for what it is, and  2) God's path as the 

only true corrective.   

    But according to our proverb, man will never see 

this.  His own judgment is already disposed against 

the truth and for lies.   

    Even a temporary, 'accidental' excursion onto 

God's path might come about, but once the man re-

alized where he was, our proverb tells us that he 

would soon get back on another path of Death.  Of 

course, this is exactly what happens to many men 

when they experience temporary conversion  (Parable 

of the soils, Matthew 13:20 - 22, the rocky soil and 

the thorny soil). 
    Also note this: our proverb seems to be saying 

that all you need to determine whether a path is the 

wrong one is simply that it seems right to men!  

Even the Christian path, when men enter it as 

though by their own wisdom, is only another decep-

tion that “I am an adequate judge of Truth and 

Right.” 



 

  

 

    Since Solomon is talking AS a man who has es-

caped the paths of Death TO other men who have es-

caped, how do they do it?  Whence this ability?  It 

would have to have been something extra-natural.  

In answer, to put it in Proverbs terminology: 
 

 Prov 20:12   The hearing ear and the seeing eye, Jehovah has 
even made both of them.  
 

    How does a man see the path of Death for what it 

is?  God opens his eyes.  How does he finally under-

stand God's path as the path of Life?  God opens his 

ears so He can finally hear the truth of the matter.  

There is no other way.  Christian theologies that give 

man the ability to see the true and false paths on his 

own are certainly at odds with this very basic tenet. 

    What power do you and I have as escapees to 

bring other men out of the spiritual wilderness?  Of 

course, you and I have no such power on our own.  

We can only be conveyers of God's power by being 

conveyers of His Word: 
 

 1 Cor 3:6, 7    I have PLANTED, Apollos WATERED, but God 
gave the INCREASE.  So then neither is he who plants any-
thing, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.  
 

    Our proverb alerts us to look for a radical change 

in a truly converted child of God.  He is one who has 

completely reversed vantage points.  This will result 

in some large, obvious changes.   
    This in one of the dangers of the unBiblical theol-

ogies referred to.  They make man capable of coming 

out of the wilderness on his own, so, naturally, they 

don't necessarily look for any large change in his 



 

  

thinking or lifestyle.  He simply redirected his own 

course: an inadequate result from an inadequate 

view. 
 

    Also, since we know that our old nature stays 

with us, we know that it will ALWAYS be easy to fall 

into wrong decisions that seem perfectly OK at the 

moment.  In fact, we would expect that without par-

ticular freeing truths from God's Word, we would 

naturally stay bound to the errors we are accus-

tomed to.  Each truth of God's Word, you might say, 

comes in to 'kick out' a corresponding Death idea 

from the old wilderness. 
 

    Since man naturally thinks the wrong way is 

right, we can never grow comfortable with our per-

ceptions/ lifestyle.  There are always erroneous and 

deadly concepts and habits to be identified and re-

placed. 
 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 

Proverbs 14:13  
Even in laughter the heart is pained,  

And the latter end of joy is grief.  

   



 

  

 

    Some versions supply "may be" for the understood 

"to be" verb which are translated "is" in the above 

version. 

    “The latter end” is exactly the same as “the end of 

it” in the previous verse. 
 

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• Man's true state in laughter 
• The "future" of mirth 
 

Their Descriptions: 
 

• Pain of heart  
• Depression 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This proverb is a good illustration of one of the 

basic points of Ecclesiastes.  There Solomon says: 
 

 Eccl 11:8   but if a man lives many years, and rejoices in them 
all; yet let him remember the days of darkness, for they shall 
be many.  All that comes is vanity.  
 

    Since sin entered the world, unhappiness is al-

ways the backdrop for all earthly existence.  Even 

since Christ came, the verdict has been the same: 
 

 Rom 8:20 - 23   And we know that the whole creation 
groans and travails in pain together until now.   And not on-
ly so, but ourselves also, who have the firstfruit of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, awaiting adop-
tion, the redemption of our body.  



 

  

 

    We rejoice, but we rejoice in hope, only taking pre-

sent possession of redemption in part (we still will 

die, for instance) and in downpayment. 
    Is this a depressing message or a message of de-

feat?  As in Ecclesiastes, this message is simply real-

ity, but it is a reality that sighs the correct answer to 

all of life: 
 

 Eccl 12:8   Vanity of vanities, says the preacher; all is vanity.  
 Eccl 12:13, 14   Let us hear the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter. Fear God, and keep His commandments.  For this is the 
whole duty of man.  For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it is good, or 
whether evil.  
 

    The answer is not to pretend that life is something 

that it is not.  God has subjected the world to vanity 

so that we might not trust in it.  God is not embar-

rassed that the world is a sad place.  It is His doing.  

Furthermore, it is in large part a kindness from Him: 
 

 Rom 8:20, 21   For the creation was not willingly subjected 
to vanity, but because of Him who subjected it on hope that 
the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  
 

    Again, it would be misleading to leave the world a 

paradise after Sin has entered.  A grief-subjected 

world is an accurate reflection of what we have pur-

chased by our rebellion and what awaits our non-

repentance. 
    Therefore, Scriptural commendations of joy are 

not denials of the world's condition; they are confes-

sions of the new world that has already begun WITH-

IN ME.  It is, moreover, an important question how 



 

  

much this new world 'leaks over' into the vanity-

subjected world at large.  Some claim the new world 

is slowly taking over, that we are, in fact, well on our 

way to a basically Christian world.  This certainly 

seems to run against the tenor of the verses we've so 

far examined. 
    So I can be joyful- more, I am to be joyful because 

of the Gospel and the Spirit and His fruit in my life; 

but none of this changes or denies the present 

course or nature of the world.  Death reigns.  Life is 

simply a cycle of deaths.  Death comes daily.  Aging 

is death by degrees.  We can either try to glorify this 

as some ridiculous 'circle of life,' or we can see it for 

what it is and fit all its sadness into its proper con-

text: 
 

 Col 1:23, 24   ... the hope of the Gospel, which you have 

heard and which was proclaimed in all the creation under 

Heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister, who now re-

joice in my sufferings on your behalf, and I fill up the things 

lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh, on behalf of 

His body, which is the Church 
 

    Jesus was called a “man of sorrows” (Isa. 53:3).  

We are to follow Him on this trail.  It is our privilege 

to follow Him.   
    It was Jesus' joy to do the will of the Father.  But 

He was not Mr. Jolly, as some now like to portray 

Him.  His approach was not to repaint the world by 

positive thinking.   

    Jesus' joy was basically in the outcome of all 

things.  Until that outcome, we operate against a 

backdrop of vanity and therefore unhappiness.  The 

recognition of this is the only right foundation for 



 

  

Christian joy.  Against it, Christian joy shines 

brightest and truest.  We might say that “the latter 

end of joy is grief, and the latter end of ALL the com-

piled grief for this whole age is, for the Christian, 

lasting joy.”  And Solomon would not disagree with 

that; but his point is to force us to view the unpleas-

ant reality that exists before the final end. 

 

    “Even in laughter the heart is pained.”  What a 

sobering perspective on man’s daily life this gives us!  

A fellow is watching a Comedy, laughing, but he is 

in pain. 

    Therefore, he who would deal with man truly and 

sincerely must always get to man’s pain.  Then the 

pain must be connected to its real source, sin.  

Then, if we would tackle sin, we can only go to the 

Sin-bearer. 

 

 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

Proverbs 14:14  
The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways,  

and a good man from himself.  

   



 

  

    "Backslider" is from a Hebrew word meaning 

"flinch, turn." 
    "From himself" is literally "from above himself," or 

"from upon himself," or "from according to himself."   
    The verb "filled" from the first half of the verse can 

be supplied by ellipsis in the second half: "a good 

man is filled by his own means." 
     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The retreating heart 
• The good man 
 

Their Descriptions in Order: 
 

• Filled with his own ways 
• Filled from the resource of himself 
 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    "I am stuck with me." 
    That is what this proverb is telling us.  Whatever I 

am will determine what I do, and whatever I do will 

be the portion that I eat.   
    We all look at ourselves as activators (truly 

enough).  We see our deeds moving from us into the 

lives of others or into the world around us.  We ex-

pend our energy, and we see it dissipate outside our-

selves.  As agents of activity, we do not naturally see 

that activity returning to us.  Our perception tells us 

that it is others' activity and the world's activity that 

returns to us.  We send out, others receive; others 

send out, we receive.  So our senses tell us. 



 

  

    This proverb is telling us that our own actions 

come back on us, or they never really leave us.  Our 

sense of our own deeds leaving us is not completely 

according to reality.  The principles by which we op-

erate have their residence in our own souls.  There-

fore, what we 'send out' tends to 'come back' as a 

multiplied echo.  It already has its manufacturing 

base within us; so it returns to its source with great 

ease.  Furthermore, in its raw form, it never leaves.  

Its storehouse is in us.  It exists in us in greater pro-

portion than we can send it out.  So we do not mere-

ly see our doings go forth, nor do we merely get a 

taste of our own ways; we are filled with our own 

ways. 

    I am not only stuck with me, I become saturated 

with me! 
    This should make us feel somewhat claustropho-

bic.  We are, indeed, filled with ourselves- with our 

own ways.  Those who retreat from what is right will 

be left only with wrong and its fruits.  If they really 

realized this, they would be terrified.  Those whose 

whole way of life involves deception, for instance, 

should be horrified that they are going to be the chief 

victims of their own swindling. 
    If we use others for our own pleasures, we will 

find that we are only objects that are used; for we, 

the 'de-humanizers,' thereby make ourselves (and 

prove ourselves to be) sub-human.   
    If we are self-indulgent- if that is our “way,” we 

will find that our desires rule us.   

    If we treat God impersonally, hurriedly, we will 

find that His presence is no comfort.  The backslider 

in particular, retreating from what he knows is right, 



 

  

will find conscience and sense retreating from him, 

though, ironically, he may be more self-assured and 

arrogant than ever. 
 

    On the other hand, for those who walk according 

to the law of love, serving others, doing to others as 

they would have done to themselves, giving God the 

honor due a wise Creator: increasingly choosing 

these “ways,” they will find that good things return 

to them, especially to their souls.  They will “be filled 

with” a good conscience before God, and He will 

guard their peace: a most precious possession. 
 

 
 
 

Words of the Verse: 
 

    "Simple" comes from a root word that means 

"open, roomy."     
     

Analysis of the Verse: 
 

Being Compared: 
 

• The gullible 
• The shrewd 
 

Their Descriptions in Order: 
 

• Believes every word 
• Discerns his going 

Proverbs 14:15  
The simple believes every word,  

but the shrewd discerns his step.  

   



 

  

 

Teaching of the Verse: 
 

    This is the first time we have met the Simple in 

the proverbs proper.  He is mentioned in the intro-

ductory chapters (1 - 9) nine times.  One of the sev-

en purposes of Proverbs is: 
 

 Prov 1:4   to give sense to the simple 
 

    The Simple, or Gullible, is therefore considered 

'reachable' by wisdom.  He can be taught sense.  

This will not be accomplished, however, by his blind-

ly following what wise men tell him.  He must rise 

above his simplicity and learn to think for himself.  

Saying that the Proverbs’ purpose is the give him 

sense is also to say that he will receive sense. 
 

    This verse is a definite contradiction to the idea 

that faith is to simply believe what we are told.  We 

are to believe what is written without doubting, but 

are we to believe it uncritically- that is, without 

thinking?  Is that what pleases God? 
    Our proverb today would indicate that God is 

pleased when we think about what He says, not as in 

deciding whether it is right or wrong, or whether or 

not we will accept it, but thinking what it means and 

why God has told it to us.  We want to be “shrewd,” 

according to the verse: someone who thinks things 

through.  Specifically, we are to think through how 

God’s teachings affect our “step”: the way we pro-

ceed. 
 

    A fact that we easily ignore is that none of us 



 

  

simply reads the Bible for what it is.  All of us read 

the Bible with what we have heard about it in our 

minds.  We all come to the Bible with what we al-

ready think about it or about subjects it addresses. 
    This is not a factor making the Bible incompre-

hensible.  We are not saying that the Bible's mean-

ing is hopelessly lost under a mass of subjectivity 

(our own thoughts and feelings).  THE BIBLE CAN DEFI-

NITELY BE UNDERSTOOD.  In fact, we come to the Bible 

seeking Its own comment on Itself, peeling away the 

unBiblical thinking we brought along. 
    So when we read the Bible with our presupposi-

tions in place, we are always to be testing those pre-

suppositions, making sure they are, in fact, Biblical.  

The shrewd man will be especially wary of human 

sayings that summarize Scriptural truths.  Be 

aware: none of us can do without  human sayings.  

That's all teaching the Bible is: summarizing (and 

expanding on) Scripture in our own words.  We must 

simply take care to summarize and explain it accu-

rately.   
 
    The primary concern is not that what we say is 

meaningful to us, but that its meaning is Biblical.  

Many Christians make personal relevance (it must 

be meaningful to me) the touchstone for all teaching, 

and that is a big mistake.  It is proper to seek rele-

vance from what we learn; it is just that we cannot 

afford to take shortcuts in doing so.  In the long run, 

it is better to go without Application than to consist-

ently get the Analysis wrong (Hey, that sounds like 

the makings of a good title for a book!).  
  



 

  

    The shrewd man DOES take heed to relevance of 

doctrine.  That says that he watches his step.  He is 

specifically looking at how this or that teaching will 

affect his path. 
    The Gullible believes every word.  This means he 

will believe you when you tell him Truth.  The prob-

lem is, he will also believe the next person who 

comes along and tells him (even accidentally) a lie, 

thus negating any profit the Truth might have had. 
 

    Do you hold up everything you are taught to the 

light of Scriptures? 
    Do you really have a sufficient Bible background 

in your mind to do so? 
    We must at least take the fundamental things we 

have learned and insure that any new idea we hear 

measures up to those basics: the complete authority 

or Scriptures, loving God as the first command, lov-

ing our neighbor likewise, holiness of life.   
    We must then also learn to take more complex 

ideas and analyze them Scripturally.  For most peo-

ple, a discerning pastor becomes absolutely essen-

tial.*  God has given certain men (pastors) the job of 

being official guardians of Truth, for themselves and 

everyone else.  Paul told pastor Timothy: 
 

 1 Tim 4:16  Give attention to yourself and to the doctrine; 

continue in them, for doing this, you will both deliver your-

self and those hearing you.  
 

    He was to be careful about his 'step’.  By filtering 

out all bad doctrine (and every generation has plenty 

of it to sift through) and ungodly lifestyles, Timothy 

straightened his own steps and consequently the 



 

  

steps of those following him.   
 

    Simpletons in church must learn to be simple no 

more, but discerning.  They help themselves and 

their pastors when they think like the Christians in 

Berea to whom Paul ministered: 
 

Act 17:10, 11  The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas 

away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went 

into the Jewish synagogue.  Now these were MORE NOBLE 

than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 

word with all readiness of the mind, examining the 

Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.  
 

    And we can be sure that the Bereans were the 
“astute/shrewd” of our proverb and that they care-
fully determined what God’s true teaching was on 

every matter, SO they could alter their course– their 
own “step”- wherever they needed to.  
 
 

*  A pastor IS absolutely essential (because God gave him to us); 

yet solely for the task of analyzing Scriptures and its doctrine, 

some men are well enough trained to do most of that job for them-

selves.  These men, though, would be the least likely to abandon 

the services of their pastors.  They know that God especially 

speaks ‘independently’ of the pastor while he is preaching, the 

Holy Spirit directly applying the pastor’s exhortations to each indi-

vidual heart in ways the pastor could never plan or direct.  Will the 

Holy Spirit do the same thing for those who forego the pastor?  

Why would He, since He is the one who put the pastor in the body 

for that very purpose?  It is the pastor who is given the exhortation, 

“Preach the Word” (2 Tim 4:2).  It is therefore implicit that every-

one not gifted and humanly ordained** (Titus 1:5) into this work is 

commanded, “Hear the Word preached.” 

 

**  Those who bypass human ordination disconnect themselves 



 

  

from the intended and authorized flow of authority figures in the 

body of Christ: 

 

2 Tim 2:2  And what things you heard from me through 
many witnesses, commit these things to faithful men, 
such as will be competent also to teach others.  

 
Titus 1:5  For this cause I left you in Crete, that you might 

set in order the things lacking and appoint elders in 
every city, as I ordered you 



 

  


