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    The correct content of all sermons is here given.  

Preachers are not to proclaim anything besides the 

Word.   

 

    Preachers who simply make moral points, for in-

stance, may not have substantially different content in 

their messages than a Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, or 

Atheist speaker.  The burden on the Christian preacher 

is always to demonstrate from Scriptures that he is giv-

ing God's message.  There is no other way to "preach 

the Word."  The Scriptures must be the focus of every 

sermon.  All information included in a sermon must be 

for the purpose of elucidating some Bible text.  The au-

dience must have a clear sense of this, or else that 

church has lost its way: 

 
 2 Tim 4:3  For a time will be when they will not 
endure sound doctrine, but according to their own 
desires, they will heap up to themselves teachers 
tickling the ear  
    Telling the people what they want or expect to hear 

becomes the order of the day, NOT telling them their 

sins: 

2 Timothy 4:2, 3  
  

Preach the Word! 
...for a time will come  

when they will not endure  
sound doctrine 
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 2 Tim 4:2  Preach the Word!  Be urgent in season, 
out of season, convict, warn, exhort with all long-
suffering and teaching.  
 

    Look at the three underlines commands.  Preaching 

is to have a primarily negative edge.  God is speaking 

to His people through the preacher, and His first word 

is always, "You have sinned."  This is why the Church 

has always wandered from the Truth.  She doesn't want 

this message.  Neither does the preacher want to preach 

it, so both preacher and church cooperatively abandon 

the message and find 'look-alike' but more agreeable 

material. 

 

    Even preachers who focus on a text of Scripture are 

always in danger of departing from the Word.  As they 

outline the text, they are tempted to make the headings 

of their outline parallel first, representative of the text 
second.  Once the headings of the outline are merely 

'truths' rather than explanations of the text at hand, we 

are very quickly heading into the territory of "Who 

even needs a text?"  The text actually being used be-

comes the human heart spoken within the sphere of 

what sounds right at the time, in the given situation 

(just the opposite of sticking to the Word "in season, 

out of season"). 

 

    Many great 'sermonizers' of the past and present 

have left themselves open to the charge of subjectiv-

ism.  They were very good at making and delivering 

sermons because they were heavy on the 'art', light on 
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the 'science'.  From Paul's exhortations to Timothy 

above, preaching is always a science first and fore-

most.  It is all about content.  "Preach the WORD."  If 

the preacher's art conforms to accurate content, well 

and good:  sermonize away. 

 

    None of us, preacher or 'preachee', are above the 

temptation to move from the text.  There are many tell-

tale signs when we have done so.  Once it has hap-

pened to a church, though, that church almost never 

gets back on track.  They have tasted spinach and they 

have tasted pie.  Pie is better.  Goodbye spinach. 

 

A Preacher's Diary 

 

    If I have made an excellent explanation of the text, I 

have done better than if I had preached excellently on 

it.  The power of God's Word lies in its being under-

stood.  The preacher must, as much as  possible, be a 

mere vessel of transference. Paul calls ministers jars of 

clay who hope to pour the content of God's glory onto/

into His listeners/followers. 
 

    What is peculiar about the clay jar is ... nothing; on-

ly what it carries. 
 

    It is important who the preacher is, though, for only 

a sincere, blameless, Christian teacher can be this jar. 

    It is more important what the preacher knows about 

Scriptures than how he preaches it.  How he preaches 

should merely fit the message: urgency, pleading, con-

victing, instructing patiently, warning... whatever the 
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passage calls for. 
 

    Once it becomes crucial who is doing the preaching, 

beyond his uprightness and knowledge, we have 

moved beyond a modest earthenware pot to  some kind 

of glorious goblet, thus diminishing its contents. 
 

    Who are the preacher's listeners? 

    They are listeners.  They must be put at an ad-

vantage, by the preacher's delivery, to listen to THE 

TEXT.  Pauses, illustrations, thunders are all to bring 

home the TEXT. 
 

    If it is not God's words that lay hold of us and keep 

hold of us, how can we be said to "endure sound doc-

trine", as the verse above describes?   

    Otherwise a preacher preaches himself, and his hear-

ers hear man. 

 

 
 


