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Psalm 127:1 

If Jehovah does not build the house, 
they who build it labor in vain; 

if Jehovah does not keep the city, 
the one keeping it stays awake in vain. 

 

 

     When a church lets down her guard on matters important to God, 

God may well cease in His guard duties over her. 

    She may have many areas 'on the ball', but if  she is missing a cru-

cial ingredient, God's presence may depart from her.  Christ gave this 

warning to the Ephesian church: 

 

 Revelation 2:2  I know your works, and your labor, and your patience, 

and that you cannot bear evil ones; and you tried those pretending to be 

apostles and are not, and found them to be liars...  

 Revelation 2:4, 5  But I have against you that you left your first love.  

Then remember from where you have fallen, and repent, and do the first 

works. And if not, I am coming to you quickly, and will remove your 

lampstand from its place, unless you repent.  

 

    Here would have been a church seeking to bear God's light without  
any light!  Could her "light become darkness"?  Yes.  If  she failed to 

repent as warned, she certainly would have continued to call herself  

a church and think of  herself  as one, but in reality, she would not 

have been.   

 

    There would have been a turning point.  There would be one mo-

ment when they still maintained their lampstand for God, and a fol-

lowing moment when it was gone.  All following generations within 
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that church would have been in the dark.  They would have to become 

so apostate that they were no longer recognizable as a church before 

they would be open to a word of  repentance again.  How important 

was this moment Christ presented the Ephesian church! 

 

    God is under no compulsion to honor churches that dishonor Him.  

The Ephesian assembly was a first century church.  They were planted 

by apostles.  It did not take generations for them to go astray.  It 

took one generation. 

    What makes us think that God is obligated to shine His light in our 

church?  How are we different than the Ephesian church? 

    If  we do not have a sense of, "I'd better be about the business of  

shoring up what's lacking," it's a bad sign for us.  Here was a basical-

ly good church with one 'little' thing wrong, one unnoticeable thing, 

and they were standing on the precipice of  oblivion. 

 

    The Ephesian church had the mental content of  the Faith right; 

Christ even commended them for it.  It was the heart content that 

had gone missing, and not even altogether.  They were only missing a 

love for God that matched the level of  their conversion days.  God 

deemed that unacceptable.   

    Jesus condemned another church for the opposite error:  for fer-

vency of  heart but failure to renounce false teachings (3:1 - 6). 

 

    Churches scrambling to beg their Potentate for a little more time 

before He forecloses on their lease?  A sensible scenario by our new-

ly realized standard.  Churches satisfied with the status quo?  Sounds 

dangerous ... or already 'safely' in the dark zone. 
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