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    Our consideration of something is spoken of as an 

indispensable part of our bringing it to pass.   To con-

sider it is to count it so.  We are to consider, or reckon 

ourselves dead in one sense and alive in another.  Does 

our counting it so actually make it so?  No.  Paul had 

already spoken of both our death and life in an absolute 

sense: 

 

 Romans 6:4  Therefore, we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
so also we should walk in newness of life.  
 

    The baptism spoken of cannot be water baptism, 

since water baptism does not effect our union with 

Christ.  Spirit baptism, however, is spoken of in the 

Romans 6:11   
Thus consider yourselves also to be  

dead to sin,  
but alive to God  

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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very terms of our union with Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).  So 

Paul says that by the Spirit's activity we did die with 

Christ. 

    Paul's absolute language for our living with Christ is 

a little different: 

 

 Romans 6:8  But if we died with Christ, we be-
lieve that we shall also live with Him 
 

    Paul uses the future tense rather than the present.  He 

says that we shall live, a reference primarily to our fu-

ture resurrection to life.  He could have said we do live 

(or just "we live") to show our present union with 

Christ's life.  But he instead emphasized the future. 
 

    The reason for Paul's choice of tense seems to be his 

use of present reality to 'prove' future reality.  If we are 

indeed going to join Christ in the resurrection, we will 

also manifest His life now.   
 

    We make of ourselves a sort of sandwich.  On one 

side, we are sandwiched by the past reality of our death 

with Christ.  On the other side, we are sandwiched by 

the future reality of our resurrection with Christ.  In be-

tween, the peanut butter and jelly of our existence are 

our present death to sin and living unto God (and hope-

fully it is just as appetizing an offering to God). 
 

    So Paul is saying that how well we can count our-

selves dead and alive is how confident we can be that 

we are joined to Christ- to His death and life.  It is also 

how successfully we will actually die to sin and live to 

righteousness.  This counting it to be so is essentially 

alternate terminology for faith. 
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    Paul transfers the analogy later in the chapter from 

Union with Christ to Slavery: 

 

 Romans 6:18  Then being made free from sin, you 
became the slaves of righteousness.  
 

    Does Paul mean that Christians are free from sin and 

so never sin?  Does he mean that we are slaves to right-

eousness and obey only its dictates?  No.  As before, 

we will either be more or less consistent with these 

realities by how we consider them in our thinking.   
 

    Can his freedom from sin become virtually mean-

ingless to a Christian?  It's hard for a new convert to 

imagine this, but it can become so.  God will judge us 

as Christians based on what it all meant to us.  Did we 

always love Jesus because He died for us?  Or did His 

love for us lose its appeal?  Whatever it means to us- 

that will result in exactly how we live. 

 

    Count yourself dead. 

    Count yourself alive. 

 

    Go back to the Cross where these realities were ac-

complished, and from where alone you can realize 

them for yourself.  Having arrived, never depart. 
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