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    God is the savior of all men. 

    Will all men end up in Heaven?  No.  Therefore, He 

is not saving all men's souls from the penalty and pow-

er of sin. 

    Hence, there is another sense in which God can also 

save men. 

    What does "savior" mean?  It means one who deliv-

ers.  Is deliverance from sin the only kind of deliver-

ance?  No.  If God is preserving men's lives to continue 

living daily upon the earth, He is most certainly deliv-

ering them from death.  As long as we understand that 

men do not have independent power to draw breath, we 

should thereby understand that God is their physical 

savior every moment. 

    There are other lesser senses of salvation we could 

talk about as well.  Mankind deserves to be judged and 

wiped from the face of the earth for its sins.  God mer-

1 Timothy 4:10   
for to this we also labor and are reproached,  

because we hope on the living God,  
who is Savior of all men,  
especially of believers.  
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cifully withholds judgment for the time being.  Man is 

not delivered from sin, but is delivered every day from 

the judgment he deserves. 

    One theological question we can ask in terms of the 

lesser forms of salvation is whether or not one of God's 

universal salvations (physical preservation or with-

holding of judgment) is dispensed in terms of a cove-

nant.  The answer is Yes.  God's covenant with Noah is 

a covenant with all mankind and guarantees deliver-

ance from deserved judgment and guarantees preserva-

tion of life. 

 

 Genesis 9:11  And I have established My covenant 
with you, and all flesh shall not be cut off again by 
the waters of a flood; nor shall there ever again be 
a flood to destroy the earth.  
 

    Does the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31 - 33) contain 

any lesser kind of salvation for any of its members?  

No, all in the New Covenant are saved to the uttermost.  

In the Old Covenant, some were saved to the utter-

most, while others only enjoyed the national type 

blessings of Israel.  In the New Covenant, those who 

experience only peripheral benefits are outside the 

Covenant.  They may be in the 'suburbs' of the Cove-

nant by being in the church community, but they are 

not 'saved' in any other sense than men outside the 

Church are.* 

    We might make provision for a lesser sense of salva-

tion inside the church for those who escape the world 

temporarily, but their case seems to be one which is 

more of judgment than salvation: 
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2 Peter 2:20  For if, after they have escaped the 
defilements of the world through the knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and overcome, the last 
state has become worse for them than the first.  
 

    Paul wants us to see God as a saving God per the 

verse in the box up top.  He wants us to see God saving 

every man every day- though not in every way.   He is 

the Savior "especially" of believers.  The salvation of 

believers is in a separate and higher category- infinitely 

higher.  From the platform of this greatest salvation, 

though, we have the best vantage point to appreciate 

God's lesser, yet magnificent and magnanimous, forms 

of salvation.  By these we, with a good will, testify to 

men of a saving God.  He expresses a good will to-

wards them by preservation and longsuffering.  We ex-

press good will towards them by compassionate per-

suasion. 

 
 

*  So we see a progression from covenant to covenant; 
from the most wide-open covenant, reaching everyone on 
earth (Noah's covenant), to a covenant with a geo-political 
nation (the Old Covenant), to a covenant with a spiritual 
nation (New Covenant).  
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