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Those Early,  

Awkward Stages 
 

 

 

    Adam was originally just. 

    When a just spirit is returned to us, holiness should 

flow with what is originally and truly human in us.  

Justice should be a joy to us.  Goodness should be 

agreeable to us. 

    There should be a 'naturalness' to our holiness.  Our 

holiness should not have a forced feel to it.  Righteous-

ness was the original way man worked.  Our personali-

ty and holiness should be a perfect fit. 

 

    On the other hand, who do you know who doesn't 

have a discrepancy between his knowledge of holiness 

and his practice of it?   

    How can we arrive at the practice of holiness with-

out 'forcing' ourselves to advance from where we are to  
there?  We cannot be satisfied with a natural demeanor 

that is lacking true holiness.  We must rise and develop 

through awkward stages.  Better an honest attempt at 

true holiness through a stilted personality than a natural 

Proverbs 21:15   
It is joy to the just  

to do justice 
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personality with worldliness. 

    So there is an interplay between our striving and our 

arriving.  But this does not mean that we must have an 

unnatural or forced holiness until we have arrived at a 

natural one.  Our piety may be less natural as we ma-

ture, but we should always seek to see a genuine hu-

manness in our practice of Christianity.  We should 

never, for instance, adopt a harsh and severe manner, 

lacking heart. 

 

 Ezekiel 36:26  And I will also give you a new 
heart, and I will put a new spirit within you. And I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give to you a heart of flesh.  
 

    We're sort of like Pinocchio who finally gets to be a 

real boy.  A Christian is being reintroduced to true hu-

manity.  He finally gets a real human heart, a "heart of 

flesh."  But that heart is beating righteousness for the 

first time.  It simply must learn how righteousness as-

sumes a fullness of character and personality. 

    Maturity is not freedom from struggle, though.  One 

sign of our maturity, in fact, is when we are no longer 

surprised by the struggle with our sinfulness; when the 

depths of our sinfulness no longer really shocks us.  

Holiness will never feel at home with the sin that is na-

tive to us.  The seasoned Christian also knows he will 

never have the complete upper hand on sin.  His natu-

ralness is not  simply 'doing what comes naturally'. 

    Righteousness is how a human is supposed to be.  It 

is not really an add-on and should therefore not be arti-

ficial. 
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    The search for holiness comes first and, if necessary, 

must be our sole concern, even at the expense of a re-

laxed personality.  But ultimately the return of our 

whole humanity must involve the full and pleasant 

agreement of our spirits with the ways of God.  There 

should finally be a fit, an ease, and a grace that could 

never have been there before. 
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