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The Old Covenant  
and 

the New Covenant 
 

 

 

    The Old Covenant was basically a statement.  It 

said, "This is what is good and right and what God ex-

pects."  That is what Paul calls "letter".  It communi-

cated a standard but did not guarantee the power to 

keep that standard. 

    The New Covenant does not merely state something.  

The New Covenant is personal, and the personality in-

volved is the Holy Spirit.  Paul calls the New Covenant 

"Spirit".  It is the Holy Spirit's direct communication, 

so it is not merely statement, but understanding impart-

ed.  It guarantees understanding.  It confers power to 

keep the standard communicated. 

    This is definitely not saying that Old Covenant 

saints missed out on the Spirit's ministry.  The Holy 

Spirit did communicate to Moses.  He did make David 

understand, as well as Abraham, ad infinitum.  So you 

might say that many Old Covenant saints enjoyed fea-

2 Corinthians 3:6   
[God] who also made us  

able ministers of a new covenant,  
not of letter, but of Spirit.  

For the letter kills,  
but the Spirit makes alive.  
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tures of the New Covenant.  In fact, any Old Testament 

saint we meet in Heaven will have been a recipient of 

the same basic Spirit's ministry we received in the New 

Covenant.  There is no other way into the kingdom of 

Heaven.  The Spirit must guarantee it to us. 

    So in comparing the Old Covenant to the New, we 

might say that the Old Covenant was basically external 

with applications to the internal (i.e., it outwardly 

spoke the standard to all in the covenant, but only 

sometimes witnessed change in their inner  man). 

    The New Covenant, conversely, is basically internal 

with applications to the external (i.e., it makes inward 

change to all in the covenant, and does work short of 

the new birth in some on the periphery of the cove-

nant- specifically, mere churchgoers.  Sometimes the 

impermanent changes become permanent later; espe-

cially in children of believers). 

 

2 Corinthians 3:7, 8  But if the ministry of death 
having been engraved in letters in stone was with 
glory, so as that the sons of Israel could not gaze 
into "the face of Moses" because of the glory of his 
face, which was to cease,  how much rather the 
ministry of the Spirit will be in glory!  
 

    The Old Covenant was more glorious than anything 

Man or Angel could ever devise.  Yet it was still only a 

ministry of death, because it could only give us the 

'Ought', not the 'Aptitude'.  The New Covenant gives 

us the Aptitude. 
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    And there is nothing wrong with a covenant of 
Ought!  If that's all God wanted to give us, it would 

have been perfectly sufficient.  God was not obligated 

to give man any more than the standard.  Of course, He 

did freely plan to give more all along.  The Old Cove-

nant was preparatory for the New. 

    Now that the New Covenant has been enacted- not 

just as an adjunct to the Old Covenant, but as its re-

placement /  fulfillment- it would be a big mistake to 

go back to the Old Covenant in any way.  That was the 

warning Paul was giving the Corinthians.  False apos-

tles had crept in and ensnared them by devious use of 

the Old Covenant.  Therefore, much of Paul's remedy 

involved correct teaching on the natures and relations 

of the Old and New Covenants. 

    So the Old Covenant was engraved in stone, though 

for many it was also engraved in their hearts. 

    The New Covenant is engraved in the heart, but for 

many on its borders, their hearts remain stone, and on-

ly the 'stony' word (the law- God's do's and don'ts) will 

be spoken to them; and only as a standard- not as pow-

er. 
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