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Separating God from His Word 
 

 

Reverence for God's Word 

 

    Where does the Bible stand in relation to God? 

   - Not the paper or the ink printed on it, of course; not 

even a particular translation; but how does the testimo-

ny that God had committed to writing stand in relation 

to Him?   
 

    Most Christians know how to answer that question.  

They'd say that the Bible is  indeed God's communica-

tion in writing.   
 

    But then start actually reading and interpreting pas-

sages, and before long, you'll come to some Scripture 

where the person isn't really willing to say that God 

stands behind that one.  The most common alibi is the 

'that was then- this is now' story.  This cover comes in 

many forms, but they all boil down to saying that the 

Scripture was valid when and where it was written, but 

something has changed in the meantime to invalidate- 

partially or in total- what was written. 
 

    The 'That was Then' pretext is not necessarily being 

employed when we say, for example, that sacrificing 

animals was required of God's people at one time but 

not today.  When we can point to a Scripture that 

Psalm 56:4   
In God I praise His Word... 
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shows Jesus as the fulfillment of animal sacrifices, we 

are upholding the consistency and continuity of Scrip-

tures.  (There are those who are just plain embarrassed 

about God asking men to kill poor, innocent little 

lambs.  They would either use the 'That was Then' 

ploy, or simply back off from Scriptures altogether as a 

Divinely inspired testimony.) 

    The 'That was Then' maneuver is employed quite 

commonly whenever we cannot deal with a verse 

'straight up'- straightforwardly and without embarrass-

ment.  There are only two options:  quote the Scripture 

and say, "Yup, that's God.  That's His way."  If we 

can't do that, we'll probably pull some form of the 

'That was Then' ploy. 

 

    The true representative of God who can't fit a partic-

ular Scripture into his theology will say, "That's a 

tough one.  I've got to work on that one."  Here he is 

confessing his ignorance rather than protecting his own 

theology at any cost. 

 

    That last statement is very revealing.  Those who 

will abandon Scriptures the most readily are those who 

have the firmest theology fixed in their minds.  They 

know what they know, and they know that God backs 

them on it.  If a verse or phrase from Scripture seems 

out of line with their thinking- no problem; God is not 

bound by Scriptures.  His truth is what's in my mind, 

not what's in that book. 

 

    In this we see a core spiritual problem- an error in 
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thinking that makes the 'That was Then' tactic so dan-

gerous.  When we make God 'bigger than the Scrip-

tures'- as though He never intended to 'cage' the truth 

inside the restricting walls of a book- we think we are 

honoring God, magnifying Him.   

    Actually, we are saying that God was not powerful  
enough to cause the apostles and prophets to write 

what He intended.  Or we are saying that He was not 

wise  enough to create language with sufficient subtle-

ty to make complex points.  Either way, we are dimin-
ishing  God when we claim to be exalting Him! 

    Look at the verse at the head of this devotion: 

 

 Psalm 56:4  In God I praise His Word, in God I 
have trusted ...  

 

    What else can you think of, in Heaven or on earth, 

that may be praised besides God Himself?  Yet the 

psalmist says that He praises God's Word. 

    This is the true standard.  Scriptures are not inferior 

to God- they are part of  God, just as your words are 

part of  you.  Your words come from you.  They did 

not create themselves.  They define your  heart from 

whence they came.  Of course, as humans we like to 

have the option to change our minds when our words 

come out wrong, but does God need that option?  No.  

That's why He's willing to stick by His Word, first 

time, every time.  And He was wise  enough to create 

language as a sufficient vehicle, and He was  powerful  
enough to cause Scripture writers to write exactly what 

He wanted. 

    Will God have to amend any of His words from 
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Scripture when we get to Heaven?  If so, they are not 

inerrant and infallible here on earth. 

    We'd better be careful how we regard and represent 

God's words: 

 

 Proverbs 30:6  Do not add to His Words, that He 
not reprove you, and you be found a liar.  
 

    'That was then- this is now' is definitely us adding 
our wisdom to God's testimony.  Whenever we subtract  
from God's Word, it is because we have added our own 

beliefs to the volume of the Truth. 
 

    Whenever we are embarrassed of a Scripture, we are 

already in danger of doing a renovation job in our 

minds.  If only we would see this  as the danger rather 

than having the God of Scriptures as the real God! 

 
 


