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God's Conference Table with Man 

 

    "Approach, then, and we'll adjudicate," says God. 

    At what conference table does God sit to reason with 

man? 

 

    This is a very important question. 

 

    The wise evangelizer must know exactly what is go-

ing on in the transaction between God and man.  If he 

follows the modern script, he will simply be a sales-

man and will almost certainly be oblivious to the fact. 

 

    When we are salesmen with the Gospel, we are urg-

ing men to meet God at the conference table of their 

needs.  They need salvation; God is here right now to 

negotiate a deal- let's talk turkey.  If you're ready to say 

'the sinner's prayer', we can be done with this in five 

minutes and you on your way to Heaven! 

 

    But is this the real conference table where salvation 

Isaiah 1:18   
Come now,  

and let us reason together,  
says Jehovah ... 
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is transacted? 

 

    No.  The transaction of our salvation takes place at 

the conference table of God's righteousness, not man's 

need. 

 

    When we speak of a conference table, we are talking 

about where God actually meets to deal with man.  By 

saying that we meet God at the conference table of His 

righteousness, we are saying that men need to know 

that God: 
 

 1)  Has a righteous law; 

 2)  That we have broken that law; 

 3)  That we are therefore unrighteous and condemned 

 under the righteous terms of the Law; 

 4)  That there must be a righteous means of pardoning 

 us if we are to be pardoned; 

 5)  That God has no desire to pardon us by any means 

 that ignores His law or its penalties; 

 6)  That the righteousness we lack must also be  

 supplied to us; 

 7)  That Christ's death and resurrection supply both 

 our pardon and our needed but missing  

 righteousness; 

 8)  That thos e whom God thus justifies, He also  

 enables and demands to live righteously. 

     We would not suggest that all these elements must 
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be singly listed, nor that they must be the explicit focus 

of the conversation.  We are suggesting that any Gos-

pel presentation that opposes or ignores these elements 

is inviting men to a counterfeit conference table.  In 

most modern witnessing situations, we must ask 

whether any of these elements are present.  Our "sin" is 

left to be defined as whatever kind of shortcomings our 

client imagines.  Christ's death is presented as substitu-

tionary, but it is not portrayed as a vindication of God's 

righteousness. 

 

    Because God has attended to man's need in Christ, 

we are not to assume that therefore His business with 

us caters  to us.  He is laying hold of men to radically 

alter them, to put their old selves to death.  If men do 

not want this, they do not want the Gospel, and no per-

suasion should be applied beyond the warning that to 

refuse God is to perish.   

 

    We have foolishly taken it upon ourselves to do vir-

tually whatever coaxing is necessary to 'close the deal'.  

In so doing, we have built our own conference table, 

put it in our own building, and hung out our own lying 

shingle- True Gospel Embassy.  
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