
1 

 

Are Scriptures  

  
Enough ? 

 

 

 

    The rich man who spoke this in the afterlife paints 

a very intriguing picture of human nature for us. 

    He is talking to father Abraham, as we can see.  The 

rich man himself is in "Hades," apparently the equiva-

lent of the Old Testament "Sheol," the place where the 

dead go.  The rich man and Abraham can talk, but 

Abraham says there is no crossing over one direction 

or the other.  The rich man is in flames and is agoniz-

ing for even the tiniest drop of water, but the impassa-

ble chasm prevents the transport of anything from the 

blessed realm to the cursed, Abraham says. 

 

    The rich man then shifts the conversation to his five 

brothers who are back in this  life.  Since Lazarus, the 

beggar who had died and now dwelt on Abraham's 

Luke 16:30   
And he said, No, father Abraham,  

but if one should go to them from the dead,  
they would repent.  
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blessed side of the divide, could not bring him water, 

perhaps Abraham would allow Lazarus to return to the 

land of the living to warn the rich man’s brothers not to 

join him in that awful place. 

 

    How amazing!  The rich man's humanity shows 

through perfectly!  While on earth, his humanity had 

been encrusted thickly with arrogance.  He had been a 

god, proud and unconcerned about those near physical 

death.  The beggar Lazarus had laid at his gates, eaten 

with sores from disease or malnutrition.  The rich man 

was contented in his 'fortress'. 

    Now the rich man was facing unending torture, and 

yet his humanity had returned!  Apparently, it had been 

there all the time, but he had buried it under a mass of 

pleasures and the excuses for indulging them.  Now he 

wishes that his brothers might be warned away from 

this spiritual death. 

    The nature of faith is every bit as intriguing as hu-

man nature, as revealed in this passage.  Abraham had 

just said, 

 
“ They have Moses and the Prophets, let them 

hear them.”      
      Luke 16:29   
 

    The verse in the box is the rich man's objection 

that there was something more  convincing than the ho-

ly writings.   

 

  And he said,  
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      “No,  

   father Abraham,  

  but if one should go to them from the dead,  

        they would repent.” 

     Luke 16:30   
 

    A man come back from the dead would surely con-

vince his brothers where the Bible would not. 

 

    Most of us would agree with the rich man's reason-

ing.  His brothers had the Scriptures before them day 

by day and were ignoring them.  Certainly the Scrip-
tures were virtually powerless in their lives.  A man 

who had crossed over into the realm of the dead- who 

could give a first-hand account of the joys and miseries 

there- now that would arrest their attention! 

 

    And to this initial, temporary ‘conversion’ Abraham 

would probably not disagree.  But he sees farther, as 

far as you and I should see.  He sees that the broth-
ers' response to Scriptures was their re-
sponse to God.  God would be of no more real in-

terest to them by sending a personal 'messenger from 

beyond' than He was through His word-for-word, writ-

ten communication to mankind.  If they did not love 

God now, via the Scriptures, they might be fascinated 

with Him for a while by an impressive act of power, 

but their lack of love would eventually settle back in as 

the dominant theme of their souls. 
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    So men have all the evidence they need to believe in 

God?  Yes.  In fact, they have all they need even with-

out Scriptures, according to Romans 1.*  So, at their 

death, their godlessness will be the same kind of reve-

lation as it was to the rich man when he crossed over 

into the afterlife.  All arguments about man’s willing-

ness to change will be put to rest forever.  They loved 

sin above all, and now they will be with their beloved 

forever. 

 

    The Scriptures are the most powerful testimony and 

presence of God this side of Heaven.  Jesus said that 

those words won’t change even when the physical 

heavens above us perish.  The words we hear straight 

from God in Heaven will be no more His words than 

the words He has recorded in Scriptures.  Yet we, Bi-

bles in hand, feel we need more. 
 

 

 

*  Creation alone is a sufficient proof of God; though without 
Scriptures, creation will not lead man all the way back to God. 


