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Feed My Lambs 
 

 

 

    "Feed My lambs" is Jesus' instruction for one of the 

heads of His Church.  This instruction Peter then pass-

es down to all pastors of all churches: 

 

 1 Peter 5:2  Feed the flock of God among you, tak-
ing the oversight, not by compulsion, but willing-
ly; nor for base gain, but readily 
 

    What are pastors to feed the flock? 

 

 Jer 3:15  And I will give you shepherds according 
to My heart, who shall feed you with knowledge 
and understanding.  
 

    Now here is a question we must ask both as feeders 

and those being fed: 

    Does feeding God's flock mean making them feel 
full and satisfied ?  In other words, is the key measur-

John 21:15   
Then when they broke fast,  
Jesus said to Simon Peter,  

"Simon, son of Jonah,  
do you love Me more than these?"  

He said to Him, "Yes, Lord,  
You know that I have affection for You."  

He said to him,  
"Feed My lambs."  
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ing stick of the accomplishment of the feeding duty the 

response of those being fed? 

    Judging by widespread practice, the answer would 

be Yes.  Pastors' success is measured in terms of audi-

ence satisfaction. 

    But is this a true measure of success?  According to 

another apostle, it is not: 

 

 2 Tim 4:3, 4  For a time will be when they will not 
endure sound doctrine, but according to their own 
desires, they will heap up to themselves teachers 
tickling the ear; and they will turn away the ear 
from the truth and will be turned aside to myths.  
 

    These 'patrons' will apparently be well satisfied with 

their teachers' fare; yet instead of commending the 

teachers, Paul basically calls them myth-makers! 

    In the same passage, Paul tells why these men are 

myth-makers instead of sheep-feeders.  In so doing, he 

is also giving the true measure of success for a pastor- 

again, not his apparent success: 

 

 2 Timothy 4:2   Preach the Word, be urgent in 
season, out of season, convict, warn, exhort with 
all long-suffering and teaching.  
 

    Notice the phrase "in season, out of season."  This 

lets us know that when the Word is the only available 

meal for church-goers, there will come a time when it 

will be UNSEASONABLE.  It just won't feel right.  It 

won't seem to be achieving the desired results.  It won't 

be continuing the good things accomplished earlier.  It 
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won't have the harmonious reception that other activi-

ties- giving testimonies or doing music, for instance- 

are having.  And so, back to 2 Timothy 4:3, the people 

will "not endure" it.  They will want to feel satisfied  

rather than continue to demand what God says alone is 

satisfying- felt or not: the Word of God. 

    Most sadly, there will be enough references to Scrip-

ture in 'myth-ministries' that the people won't even re-

alize that they have been led away from the Truth.  If 

they were looking for a measuring stick of whether 

Scriptures were being used as a true feeding tool or 

not, that is also in the same passage: 

 

 2 Timothy 4:2   Preach the Word, be urgent in 
season, out of season, convict, warn, exhort with 
all long-suffering and teaching.  
 

    It is the negative uses of the Word that people grow 

tired of.  In pride, we decide we've had enough brow-

beating, so we'll find someone who will do more up-

lifting and less convicting.  "Have you heard pastor so-

and-so?  He knows how to preach without being all 

negative.  He's actually uplifting.  We need somebody 

like that."  And so the assembly line begins to crank 

out grinning 'people managers' who flash a wise and 

endearing pose in the gathering of saints into the pleas-

antness of God's pasture. 

    Is a true ministry all negative?  Certainly not.  But 

the first time a pastor considers a rebuke that his con-

gregation needs, but he measures it against his popular-

ity and decides to hold off- he is probably already 

doomed.  And the congregation is doomed. 
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 Jer 23:22  But if they had stood in My counsel 
and had caused My people to hear My Words, 
then they would have turned them from their evil 
way, and from the evil of their doings.  
 


