
God Ties Israel’s Fate to a King 
1 Samuel 7:14 - 18 

 

Nutshell:  God is changing vectors at this crucial point in Biblical 
 history.  He is doing a once-a-millennium maneuver.  He chose 

 Abraham as the starting place for Redemption (= Christ).  Now 

 He hones in on that.  Of Abraham’s descendants, David will be 

 the king through whom Christ comes.  Matt 1:1-17. 

 

I. Context:  Adam represented mankind.  Abraham was founded as 

a nation unto God to bring the Undo Representative.  David was 

chosen as the permanent line of kings in that nation, ending with 

Messiah.  Christ/Messiah is the next representative man, undoing 

the muck Adam has us in. 

 
II. Text 

 2 Sam 7:14  I am to him for a father, and he is to Me for a son, 
 whom, in his bending his way, I have also corrected with a rod of 
 men, and with blows of the sons of Adam 
 

      Literal Standard Version with modifications 

 

The next four outline items, III. - VI., are based on the 4 uses of Scripture  
listed in 2 Tim 3:16 AND the 3 depictions of preaching in 2 Tim 4:2. 

 
III.  Teaching 
 A.  The Book of Kingdoms, our 1 & 2 Sam + 1 & 2 Kings, is the  
  story of Israel’s kings, beginning with the prophet Samuel, who  
  anointed both of the first two kings, Saul and David 
  1.  Samuel warned Israel vs. having a king, 1 Sam 10:19, Hos 13:11 

  2.  Saul was apostate man’s version of king. God previewed His  
   version via David, 1 Sam 13:14 
 B.  1 Kings 15:5 tells us that David kept God’s commands except in  
  the Bathsheba incident.  This dramatically shapes our approach to 
  each incident in David’s life. 
 C.  The chronicler presents David as God’s chosen king, a picture of 
  Messiah, but not the Messiah; a reference point for all subsequent 
  kings of Judah. 



 D.  David was anointed king over Judah, 2 Sam 2. 2 Sam 2:8  
  showed that the split between Israel (the 10 northern tribes) 
  and Judah (with Benjamin) would only bring harm. 
 E.  Saul’s general, Abner, made Saul’s son Ishbosheth king of  
  Israel 
  1.  David’s general, Joab, wrongfully (but not criminally)  
   killed Abner (avenging a relative) 
  2.  Assassins killed Ishbosheth, hoping to gain favor with  
   David. He had them executed, 2 Sam 4. 
   3.  Israel’s elders anointed David king over them, 2 Sam 5:1-5 
 F.  David finally vanquished Jebus (Jerusalem), 2 Sam 5:6-10,  
  where he had taken Goliath’s head, 1 Sam 17:54 
  1.  David rebuffed 2 large-scale Philistine invasions, 5:17-25 
  2.  Then was the time to retrieve the Ark from its     
   ‘wanderings’, 6:1-19; 
   a.  first, ignoring God’s instructions, leading to a death; 
   b.  then properly, with great joy. 
   c.  But unbelief still ruled the hearts of some, including  
    David’s wife, Michal, 6:20-23, 16 
 G.  Now David wants to build a permanent form for the  
  Tabernacle, perhaps inferring a bit from Deut 12. This will  

  be the , 7:1-2 
  1.  Nathan agreed with David, 7:3 
  2.  But God is first realigning their perspectives:  
   a.  He never asked for a house, 7:4-7; 
   b.  He was the one who had established David, 7:8-9 
   c.  Yet God had gladly established David TO bless His  
    people Israel, 7:10-11 
  3.  But God will have David’s heir build this house, whose  
   kingdom God would permanently establish, 7:12-13 

 
 Kid-speak:  King David said he wanted to build God a 
 house.  Where did God meet with His people before that?  The 
 Tabernacle- a big, special tent. 
 
 H.  7:14, Paul takes the first phrase from this verse and applies 
  it to Christ, Heb 1:5. 
 I.  But God is certainly talking about David’s immediate heir,  
  Solomon, as well, as 1 Chron 22:10, 28:6 make clear 
  1.  In fact, 7:14 taken in whole may only apply to Solomon  
   and David’s subsequent sons (grandchildren, etc.), since  



   only they “bend their ways,” or commit iniquity 

  2.  But David’s seed would be sons in a creature-to-Creator  
   sense 
  3.  Whereas, Christ would be a Son in a co-Creator-to-Creator  
   sense 
 J.  The break between 7:14a and 7:14b is the same man-Messiah  
  ‘break’ between promises made to Abraham (man) that would  
  only be fulfilled through Christ (Messiah) 
  1.  It’s just that the break in 7:14 zeroes in on the human  
   counterparts’ sins. Why does it do this? 
  2.  Because this is the point in history at which God ties the   
   fate of His people to their king. 
   a.  God didn’t tie Israel’s fate to Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob,  
    not even to Moses. God dealt with Israel as a people to  
    this point; they had been His “son,” Exod 4:22-23. Now  
    one individual will be His son. 
   b.  But it had been God’s plan all along to unite His people  
    with a Messiah-King, Gen 3:15; Ps 8:6, reclaiming   
    man’s lost right to rule in Him. 
   c.  Thus, at this crux point, when God is specifying the   
    man through whom the Savior-King will come, He is   
    especially careful to DISTINGUISH between the Savior 
    -King and all His predecessors: 
    i.  they will be sinners, 
    ii.  Messiah will not be 

 
 Kid-speak:  God said David’s son would build the house David 
 wanted to build.  What would that house be called?  The  
 Temple. 
 
  3.  The full thought of 7:14 confirms this 
   a.  First, something that can be said to any son 
   b.  Then something that cannot be said to THE Son 
   c.  Which exclusion (sin) is why the Son would have to   
    come  
 K.  The 1 Chron 17:13 parallel for this verse concentrates only on 
  Messiah, leaving out the clause relating to fallen sons.  
  Chronicles (last book in the Hebrew Bible) assumes our    
  knowledge of The Book of Kingdoms (including our 2 Sam).  
 L.  “I am to him for a father, and he is to me for a son” 
  1.  Again, God is talking about Solomon in the short-term,  



   1 Chron 22:10; 28:6. Solomon will build this house. 
 ♦ 2.  But it is implicit that DAVID himself is the son who is   
   starting this line of kings, Psalm 89 
   a.  Ps 89:3 confirms that God is making a covenant with   
    David, though “covenant” is not used in 2 Sam 7 
   b.  89:4, that it is David’s seed and throne that God is  
    establishing 
   c.  89:26-27 shows that the Father-son theme begins with  
    David 
   d.  89:30-32 does as our passage, intervening between  
    David and Messiah with the sons leading up to Messiah 
   e.  But, like our passage, confirming God’s immutable  
    promise, despite the sin of intervening heirs 

 
 Kid-speak:  God said that Solomon would be His son.  He said 
 David was His son.  If we believe in Jesus, we are God’s sons/
 daughters.  But who is God’s Son who makes the rest of us His 
 sons?  Jesus! 
 
 M.  “Whom, in his bending [Heb. infin.] his ways” 
  1.  When we think of Solomon in particular, we think of him  
   corrupting his paths, following the idolatries of many of his 
   wives, 1 Kings 11:4 
  2.  This wouldn’t be true of all the kings in David’s line,   
   though all of them were sinners needing cleansing 
  3.  But this part of the verse doesn’t seem to fit Christ. He was  
   a Son, but He didn’t bend/pervert/commit iniquity. 
  4.  However, there is a translation option here that would be  
   true of Christ 
   a.  Using “bend” (Heb. avah, 17x) as in Isa 21:3, “I was   
    bent down from hearing it”; or 24:1, “Yahweh is  
    emptying the earth... and has twisted its surface.” 
   b.  We could read 2 Sam 7:14 as Isa 52:14, of Christ’s  
    marring, and place it at Christ’s suffering 
  5.  In this case, “I’ll correct Him” in the next phrase would be  
   read in one of two ways other than “correct.” The Heb.   
   word (yakach, 59x) means to decide, justify, or convict. 
   a.  A common rendering of the word in Gen 20:16 is    
    “vindicate.” The LSV has “reason with.” 
   b.  If God is saying He’ll vindicate Christ with men’s  
    buffetings, He’s pointing to the Cross. Men counted   



    Christ guilty: God vindicated Him. 
 N.  “I’ll correct him with a rod of men and with the blows of the  
  sons of Adam” 
  1.  Reading this of Solomon, God is affirming His faithfulness. 
   Despite sin in the Davidic kings, God would correct them,  
   not abandon them. 
  2.  He would correct them by means of humans, as God used  
   Hadad to correct Solomon, 1 Kings 11:14 

 
 Kid-speak:  What was one difference between Solomon as 
 God’s son and Jesus as God’s son?  Solomon sinned, but Jesus 
 never did. 
 
  3.  (The use of “men... sons of Adam” is significant and not  
   common. (“Adam” is usually translated “man.”) 
   a.  In one way, “men” and “sons of Adam” are parallel:   
    synonyms 
   b.  Other similar verses are intriguing. 1 Kings 8:39,  
    Solomon speaks of God’s openness to men’s prayers   
    from the newly-consecrated Temple. 
   c.  Job 35:8 may be the foundational v of this kind 
   d.  Ps 80:17 is a reference to Messiah 
   e.  Isa 52:14 speaks of Messiah’s marring) 

 

 2 Sam 7:15  and My kindness does not turn aside from him, 
 as I turned it aside from Saul, whom I turned aside from    
 before you,  

 
 O.  In other words, even if Davidic kings goof up as badly as   
  Saul, God would not be skipping track to a new line anymore 
  1.  God was ‘searching’ for David, Ps 89:20. Now He had   
   found him. 
  2.  David was as settled a figure in God’s dealings as  
   Abraham. Abraham the Second. 
 P.  Note that it was Saul himself who was “turned aside.” It was  
  his evil that caused it. It was no arbitrary act of God. 

 

 2 Sam 7:16  and your house and your kingdom [are]     
 steadfast before you unto perpetuity. Your throne is           
 established unto perpetuity.”  



 Q.  Now David specifically returns to David and His dealings with 
  him. Though describing Solomon’s work of building the  
  Temple, it was because of God’s promises to David,  
   concerning David’s house and kingdom. 
 R.  This is an occasion on which God spoke at greater length, and 
  the 1 Chronicles 17:14 version focuses on God’s description of 
  the house and kingdom being HIS: “My house and My  
  kingdom.” 
  1.  But with reference to Solomon: “I have established him in  
   My house and in My kingdom.” 
  2.  God said both things and, again, each chronicler edited the  
   larger speech according to the narrative he was pursuing 
  3.  There is no tension between the two  
   a.  It was God’s house and kingdom in which Solomon   
    would be established, since it all originated from Him 
   b.  But it was also David’s house and David’s kingdom,   
    since God established both for him- starting with him 
   c.  Again, this is a pivotal moment in the history of  
    Redemption. A man within the people of Abraham was  
    being picked to be the focal point from henceforth. 

 
 Kid-speak:  What man did God start with to make the  
 Israelites?  Abraham (or you could say Jacob).  Now God was 
 choosing just one man from all the Israelites to be the great-
 grandfather (etc.) of King Jesus.  Who was that one man?  David. 
 
 S.  The “before you” part is still, perhaps, surprising. Even in   
  speaking of David’s house and kingdom, we would probably  
  still expect, “before Me.” 
  1.  So, again, God is saying, ‘As with Abraham, I am once again 
   picking a single man in all the earth through whom I will  
   focus My redemptive dealings.’ 
  2.  Hence, ‘before you, David, I establish these things’, was in  
   acknowledgment of David’s importance 
 T.  Once more, though, who would be the ultimate inheritor of this 
  promise? Ps 89:35-37 tell us that it would be THE Son, Christ, 
  Isa 9:7 
  1.  God made promises to humans because His Son would be  
   coming as a human 
  2.  But the Son would be inheriting what was promised to mere 
   men. Men needed redemption, so to and through men came 



   the promises. 

 
 Kid-speak:  Why did Jesus have to become a human: one of us?  
 Why couldn’t He just be our King from Heaven?  Because there 
 had to be one man who never sinned.  Only that man could stand 
 before God and say, “God, let My righteousness count for My  
 people.” 

 

 2 Sam 7:17  According to all these words, and according to all 
 this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.  

 
 U.  Meaning that God had communicated to Nathan, and the  
  chronicler had summarized them to express the essence of them 

 

 2 Sam 7:18  And King David comes in and sits before YHWH, 
 and says, “Who [am] I, Lord YHWH? And what [is] my house, 
 that You have brought me as far as here?  

 
 V.  As we will continue to see, David is amazed, as he should be 
  1.  He knew that God focused His works through men, for he  
   knew of Abraham;  
  2.  but God didn’t select such a man often. In fact, David is just 
   #2 in this line. 
 W.  David must be sitting in or before the tent he made for the Ark. 
  Presumably there is still a veil covering the Ark. Presumably,  
  there are priests in (constant) attendance. 
 X.  David asks just the right question: “Who am I?” 
  1.  Ps 8 picks up this theme: “What is man?” It’s answer is  
   Messianic, per Heb 2:8-9.  
  2.  David’s answer is also ultimately Messianic. God chose  
   David to be the forebear of Christ. 
  3.  If David asked this as a human instrument, how much more 
   you and I as recipients 

 
 Kid-speak:  David asked God, “Who am I?”  What did he 
 mean?  He meant he was nobody.  He didn’t deserve to be the 
 king whose kingdom would never end!  Was that true?  Yup.  He 
 didn’t deserve it.  But God is gracious and merciful. 
 
 Y.  “That You have brought me thus far?” 



  1.  God said David’s house, kingdom, and throne were “unto”  
   perpetuity. David asks how God brought him “unto” here. 
  2.  David keenly feels the contrast 
   a.  He’s being promised something eternal, Rev 3:7; 5:5; 22:16 
   b.  But he knows himself to be very temporal 
  3.  Again, how much more you and I as ‘mere’ beneficiaries of 
   what God was planning through David?   
 

IV.  For the Walking Wounded (1 Thess 5:14, “Uphold the strengthless”) 
 God has already done all the planning and doing at the  

 dignitary level.  Now we commoners just get to benefit from all 
 that high-level work. 
 

V.  Conviction (2 Tim 4:2, “Convince, rebuke”): What have I done wrong?  

 How have I lost righteousness? 
 Do I see how amazed I should be at all this?  Both the David 

 side and the ‘me’ side? 
 

VI.  Correction/ Realignment (2 Tim 4:2, “Exhort/encourage”):  

  How will I correct my error?  How will I regain uprightness? 
 I will see the seeming ‘man-centeredness’ of God. (Not for 

 man’s glory, but for his good. Still- very good.) 
 

VII.  Schooling in Righteousness: How will I avoid the error and follow Christ ? 
 “Why would You do this for me, God?” is a good, happy,  

 serious question to carry around.  

 

Wrap-up:  God tied His people’s fate to a king in David.  From 
 now on, as went the king, so would the people go. 
  For merely human kings, this required a lot of grace and 

 “correcting” from God.  But their frailty helped to emphasize 
 them as ‘placeholders’, awaiting the one, last, true son of David 

 and everlasting King. 
  Now that He has come, we should be in a state of rejoicing 
 that our fate is tied to the chosen King.  Our happiness is  

 deepened the more we understand our need of guidance and 
 help.  He is a compassionate King, but His compassion is only 

 felt by those who know their need, seeking Him. 


