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The Doctrine of  Election 

 
    If we evaluate the theology of our era, we might well ask 

how our ideas have come eddying down to us through the 

rivulets of history.  It is probably accurate to say that our be-
liefs today are partly a reaction against the doctrine of elec-

tion and partly the enthronement of its opposite, the free will 

of man. 

    Before John Wesley's time (1700s), the Church had gener-
ally held to election all the way back to the Reformation 

(1500s).  John Wesley wrote a pamphlet against predestina-

tion, and the tide was swung in favor of free will.  Free will 
has increasingly held the field since then.  Free will is an al-

most uncontested conqueror in our day.  Contesting this gi-

ant, though, is the point of this pamphlet. 

 
    It is hard to know where first to address free will as an er-

ror.  It has so thoroughly flavored every aspect of our think-

ing and theology, we cannot dislodge its hold in one clean 
blow.  Usually it takes an amassed pile of evidence to see 

that the Scriptures clearly teach election and that election 

rules out free will. 

    We wish to consider the Scriptural evidence, but first let's 
define our terms. 

 

    Free will is the belief that man is free to accept or reject 
God's teachings and His offer of salvation; more importantly, 

that he is ABLE to turn to God.  Man may be in error, from 

birth or even conception, but he still has the power to recog-

nize this error and turn to the truth, to accept God's testimo-
ny and act on it. 

 

    Election embodies the teaching that man is so bound by 
error that he can never free himself from it.  Man can realize 

what is right and can agree with the truth, but he can never 

in his own power free his spirit from its bondage to sin and 
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lies.  Man is UNABLE to turn to God, precisely because he 

does not want to.  Sin always binds man to loyalty to him-
self, a loyalty he will not transfer to God.   

    Furthermore, man does not simply need assistance from 

God to break free from sin.  God must specifically come and 

set this man or that man free, or that man will never truly 

repent of sin.  Those whom God has not elected- that is, cho-
sen before the world- may turn to Him temporarily, but their 

unconverted spirits will eventually find the Truth distasteful 

and will withdraw from it.  They might appear for a while to 

desire God and salvation, but their final state will be their 
original rejection of God.  The non-elect do not want God, 

and they shall not have Him.  Only the elect, those whom 

God chose and whom He regenerates, become His children. 
 

    Election is not unfair, because it begins with all men reject-

ing God.  God could have simply dealt with man in this 

state, and He would have been perfectly just to judge all men 
as lawbreakers, sending them all to Hell.  Election shows 

God's mercy in that He did not leave all men in this con-

demned state but did what was necessary to bring an innu-
merable company of men back into His family. 

 

    Here are a few important distinctions. 

    Free will has God trying to save as many as He can.  Elec-
tion has God setting out from the beginning to save certain 

men and successfully doing so.  Attempting versus accom-

plishing.  Which one sounds more like God? 
    Free will sees God as only offering salvation, securing it 

for no one.  Election sees God obtaining salvation most se-

curely for His people, by decree before the world, historically 

on the cross, and personally through the Holy Spirit's work 
in individuals. 

    Election only seeks to be consistent with grace.  How 

much do we contribute to our own salvation?  According to 
grace, nothing at all.  Election agrees and says that God must 

save us, beginning to end.  All the credit goes to God. 

    Free will must give credit to man somewhere in the pro-
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cess.  This man chose God and that one didn't.  God left it 

up to them, and this one accepted and that one rejected.  

God may have provided salvation, but it was up to man to 

take God up on His offer.  Some of the credit must, then, go 
to the man who chooses.  He was one up on his neighbor.  

Bravo for his wise use of his free will.  But is salvation then 

fully by grace? 
 

    In the final analysis, though, it is not a comparison of two 

philosophies that convinces us, but the testimony of Scrip-

tures.  Let's see what Scriptures say. 

 

A Direct Comparison of  Election and Freewill 
 
    Shockingly, Free Will is so securely enthroned, men do 

not even realize it is being directly challenged by Scriptures 

like this one: 

 
John 1:12  But as many as received Him, He gave them 

the authority to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name;  

John 1:13  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  

 
    Men in our day look at verse 12 and think the point is 

proved for free will.  "As many as received Him."  See there!  

Men have to receive Him! 

    But election does not deny that men receive Christ.  It 

only asks who ARE those who receive Him and WHY?  Are 

they those who chose Him by their own fallen abilities or 

those who had to be regenerated, born again, first?  John, as 
we will see, answers this question. 

    How does John say these men are born into God's family?  

He gives three negatives, three common sources men errone-
ously trace salvation to, and then he gives the real source.  

John says men are NOT born into God's family: 

 

 1)  By blood- it is not through family heritage; hence, being a 
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Jew, for instance, does not automatically save someone; 

 2)  By the will of the flesh- man's will is singled out as a 
NON-factor in salvation; his human nature, his flesh, will 

never decide to come to God on its own; 

 3)  By the will of man- man's will is singled out again!  The 

raw, human decision-making power- man's will- is isolated.  
John says it can never fully, permanently incline man to 

God.  
  

    It's almost as if John looked down the corridors of time to 

our day, saw our folly and said, "Let me break this down for 
you very basically.  Absolutely nothing about man brings 

him into God's kingdom, not even man's decision.  Man only 

makes decisions in keeping with His nature, and His nature is 

decidedly inclined away from God.  Only God, not man's 
will, can change this." 

    Next John tells us where salvation DOES come from:  

"who were born... of God."  God has to do the birthing pro-
cess.  Man and his volition are specifically excluded as possi-

ble sources of the new birth.  John clearly lays this compari-

son before us.  Human will is left sitting idly by while God 

gives birth to a man spiritually.   
    Will we see the folly of believing any of the three wrong 

categories?  John wouldn't have named the other possibilities 

unless he knew how easily we could mistake salvation's 
source.  No, we're not the first to make these errors; we just 

have our own modern brand of them.   

    Another author completes the comparison between which 

WILL determines our spiritual birth: 

 
James 1:18  Exercising His will He brought us forth by 

the Word of truth, that we might be a kind of 
firstfruits of His creatures.  

 

    Strangely, those zealous to defend man's free will in salva-

tion fail to consider whether this might impinge on the free-

dom of God's will in salvation.  If God is willing our salva-
tion, why can't we give Him all the glory for it? 

    And if God is doing the saving, man has to be the OB-
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JECT of salvation.  If man is the object of salvation, he can't 

be part of the saving himself.  He can't be there helping God, 
"Here, God, I'll cooperate with your saving of me."  Man's 

dead will is first regenerated by God's wondrous power, 

THEN and only then will he agree with God.  Man only says, 

"God save me" AFTER being regenerated.   
    John obviously thinks this distinction is very important.  Do 

we?  We cannot really perceive the grace of God to its fullest 

extent without this distinction:  regeneration, then  faith. 
    What does man feel about this distinction when he is being 

saved?  Nothing.  He has no opinion on election when he re-

ceives Christ.  But if he has come into agreement with God's 

testimony, he will have overwhelming evidence in Scriptures 
about what has happened to him.  Presumably he will believe 

it.   

 
    We've seen a direct comparison between man's will and 

God's will in salvation.  Let's examine some more evidence. 

 

    As we have said, free will claims that men have the ability 
to turn to God.  This does not seem to be an audacious claim, 

but by Scriptures it is exactly so: 

 
John 6:44  No one is able to come to Me unless the Fa-

ther who sent Me draws him, and I will raise him up 
in the last day.  

 
    Ask the Scriptures if man is able to turn to God.  They will 

answer you if you are listening.  If you have already decided 
the matter in your mind, then asking the Scriptures is only a 

pretext.  But if you're willing to accept whatever God says, Je-

sus again is plain.  "No one is able."  That means man is spirit-
ually UNABLE.  His will is dysfunctional for this use.  Our 

wills can decide all manner of other things, but not this matter.  

It takes a specific act of God to pull us to Him.   

    Did you know you were that lifeless?  It's rather deflating, 
but it definitely helps you give all the glory to God. 

 



6 

    In John chapter six, Jesus is talking to a crowd that initial-

ly wants to make Him king.  Funny, their WILL is to make 
Him king.  But Jesus has to tell them that their wills have not 

really been turned to God yet.  He makes a big point of this, 

repeating it again after His quote above: 

 
John 6:65  And He said, Because of this, I have told 

you that no one is able to come to Me except it is 
given to him from My Father.  

     
    There it is again:  "No one is able."  In all mankind, there 

is not one who inherited a will any different than Adam's 

fallen one.  We are born hating God, and we stay that way 

until HE changes us: 
 

Rom 8:7  Because the mind set on the flesh is hostile 
toward God; for it does not submit to the Law of 
God, nor indeed can it.  

 

    Remember John's comparisons?  Born NOT this way, 

NOT that way, only THIS way.  God knows how easily we 
credit ourselves with abilities we do not possess.  Well, how 

could we know any better unless He told us?  So here He is:  

telling us! 
    Whose mind is the mind "set on the flesh"?  The unbe-

liever's.  And how will he ever change?  On his own, he 

won't, for he "CAN" not.  His mind can't reconfigure its own 

hatred of God and His Law. 
    Keep this in mind:  If you want to define this area Scrip-

turally, it is in the category of ABILITY.  The little words 

"able" and "can" play hugely in each of the last three verses 
we've examined.  They plainly declare man's INability. 

 

    Back to John 6.  Now let's look at the other side.  Who IS 

able to come? 

 
John 6:37  All that the Father gives Me shall come to 

Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no 
means cast out.  
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    That's just how simple the matter is in Jesus' mind.  His 

Father makes a decision (exercises His will), acts on it, and 

we are saved. 
    Furthermore, Jesus knew that this meant exclusion.  He 

recognized those who rejected His Father: 

 
John 10:26  But you do not believe, because you are 

not of My sheep, just as I said to you.  

 
    Jesus sees the group the Father gives Him as His little 

flock.  Everyone else responds according to their natural un-
belief.  If this had made any difference to the Jews He was 

addressing, they could have simply believed on Him then 

and there.  But it did not make any difference to them.  They 

preferred their lies to Jesus' truth (of course, they didn't think 
their beliefs were lies).  They had no desire to be  Jesus' 

sheep.   

    So with all unbelievers.  Their unbelief is their preference.  
They don't want out of it.  How is God wronging them by 

giving them their preference? 

    Realize, God is not keeping men from believing.  They dis-

believe because that's what they want to do.  We could show 
them every advantage to believing and every disadvantage to 

unbelief and it would make no difference without God's di-

rect regenerating activity.  They want what they've got more 
than they want God.  Temporary believers want God only 

until other desires reclaim their affections or until pressures 

prove that they had no real attachment to God. 

    Scriptures are plain: 

 
John 8:34  Jesus answered them, Truly, truly, I say to 

you, Everyone practicing sin is a slave of sin.  

 
    Human will is not free; it is bound. 

 

    This has mainly been a case against free will so far.  Now 

for more Scriptures specifically delineating Election. 
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Scriptures on Election 
 
John 15:16  You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen 
you and ordained you that you should go and bring forth 
fruit 

     
    Is there some Scripture somewhere else where Jesus balances 
this teaching?  Here He says that we do not choose Him.  Does 

some other verse say we do?  Most people apparently think so.  

But this is a DIRECT COMPARISON between two possible 
sources of choice in coming to Jesus: ours or His.  Jesus certain-

ly seems to rule out US being that source, doesn't He?  If there 

is some balancing Scripture, it would have to be awfully clear, 
wouldn't it? 

 

    The kind of Scriptures where people mistakenly credit man's 

will with determining our salvation do not contradict Jesus' dis-
tinction above.  "Let the one who desires take the water of 

life" (Rev 22:17), for instance, does not say that men have the 

power to choose.  It is simply saying that WHEN men desire to 
partake, nothing is stopping them.  Certainly it is an invitation, 

and God is not stopping men from accepting it, but our verses 

so far have told us what is stopping them:  their own fallen 

wills.  John 15:16 tells us what inclines them to come:  It is Je-
sus’ choice to give them new hearts. 

    Did it make the apostles feel bad when Jesus said they did 

not choose Him?  "Aw, I thought I'd done the choosing!"  Did it 
make them worry about the fairness of it?  "Hey, that means all 

those You haven't chosen are doomed!"   

    No, they understood that Jesus was declaring His Lordship.  

Salvation is His to give.  If He doesn't come up to us and 
breathe the breath of life into us, we will never say, "I do."   

    Then He has a purpose for those He has saved: to bear fruit 

for Him. 
    The disciples went forth and preached the Gospel, compel-

ling men to come.  But they never told an unbelieving crowd, 

"God loves you."  They never gave an evangelistic message say-

ing, "Jesus died for you."  Check the book of Acts.  No sermon 
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says, "All you have to do to be saved is..."  The apostles be-

lieved election.  They knew that God would save men BY the 
Gospel, so they preached it, but they left the saving to God.  

Most of the great missionaries have believed and done the 

same. 

 
    Look at how Jesus prays about the world as compared to His 

disciples: 

 
John 17:9  I pray for them. I do not pray for the world, 

but for those whom You have given Me, for they are 
Yours.  

 

    Jesus recognized that there was an elect whom the Father 
had already decided on.  He did not pray outside God's will.  If 

Jesus thought God was trying to save everyone, He certainly 

would have prayed for the world.  The "world" here means the 
category of the unbelieving.  Jesus could not expand His prayer 

to them, for it would have contradicted His Father's will. 

 
John 17:20  And I do not pray for these alone, but for 

those also who shall believe on Me through their word  

 

    Jesus prayed this prayer for all believers through all time.  He 
equally excluded this prayer from all the non-elect through all 

time.  All Jesus prayed for will come to Him.  The Father will 

eventually make them all one. 

 

    What about the "world" God loves in John 3:16?   

    That certainly doesn't contradict the "world" Jesus excludes 

in John 17.  But which verse has precedence?  How can He 

love the world and then not pray for it?   

    "World" is from the Greek kosmos, meaning system or ar-
rangement.  Peter uses it in 1 Peter 3:3 of how a woman 

"adorns" herself with clothes or jewelry, how she ‘arranges’ her 

decorations.  Kosmos is much broader than our word "world," 
then.  Kosmos could mean the physical world, a certain seg-

ment of men, or all men.  People just assume "world" in John 

3:16 means all men, but Jesus' use of the word there is much 
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closer to its use in Romans 11:12: 

 
"If their [Israel's] stumble means the riches of the 
world..."   
 
    "World" here clearly means the Gentiles.  Israel is put on one 
side and the "world" on the other.  One thing is certain, "world" 

here cannot mean everybody. 

    And this is clearly closer to Jesus' meaning in talking to the 

Jewish religious leader Nicodemus in John 3.  Jesus is telling 
him new things about salvation, including whom God loves.  

God doesn't just love Jews, but also the "world," the Gentiles. 

    This is a long way from saying that God loves every single 
Jew or every single Gentile.  But we should have already 

known that:  "Jacob I have loved and Esau I have hated,”  Mal-

achi 1:2, 3 

    Many people who should have thought more deeply about 
this have just accepted their superficial reading of John 3:16, 

since it agrees with their sentiments. 

 
    Concerning Jacob and Esau, Paul makes a point specifically 

related to election, starting by quoting Malachi: 

 
Rom 9:13  As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hat-

ed."  
Rom 9:14  What shall we say then? Is there unrighteous-

ness with God? Absolutely not!  
Rom 9:15  For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on 

whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compas-
sion on whomever I will have compassion."  

Rom 9:16  So then it is not of him that wills, nor of him 
that runs, but of God who shows mercy.  

 

    ANOTHER DIRECT COMPARISON between God's will 

and man's will doing the choosing in salvation!  Which one 
wins this time?  It wouldn't be God's again, would it?   

    It is "NOT of him that wills," meaning man's decision-

making power.  Man's supposed free will is not the determining 
factor in salvation.  God has to do more than provide salvation.  
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He has to open a man's heart, too: 

 
Acts 16:14  And a certain woman named Lydia, a dealer 

of purple cloth of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped 
God, heard us, whose heart the Lord opened to give 
heed to the things spoken by Paul.  

 

    Lydia "worshipped God," meaning she followed Jewish cus-
tom, but she had not yet believed the Gospel.  She still needed 

heart surgery.  Is spiritual heart surgery elective?  Initially, no.  

After we're saved, we ask for God to heal our hearts, but be-
forehand, our hearts don't recognize their need.  That's why 

Luke notes GOD'S WORK in Lydia's salvation.  God works, 

then Lydia believes. 
 

    Was that unfair to those whose hearts God did not open? 
    Well, let's ask:  Could God open everyone's heart if He want-

ed to?   

    Certainly, God could even save the Devil if He desired 

(though this would apparently necessitate Jesus becoming an 
angel in addition to being both God and human).  Does God 

owe it to one man to open his heart if He does it for another?  

Paul answers this, too: 
 

Rom 9:21  Or does not the potter have authority over the 
clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for hon-
or and the other for dishonor?  

 

    Ultimately, God's prerogative as Creator enters the picture.  

He had choices to make from the outset in how to direct His 
handiwork.  Could we advise Him better than He decided?  

Honestly, we tend to think so.  Christianity is, in one sense, 

simply learning to let God be God.  Election is a wonderful test 
case- maybe the main one, since it has to do with our salvation.  

Did God do it, or did I help? 

    Is it OK for God to create Lucifer knowing he'd become Sa-

tan?  Is it OK to damn Satan for his rebellion?  Well, then, is it 
OK to damn those who follow Satan?  Does God owe it to Sa-

tan and his followers, human or angelic, to save them? 

    This is an important question.  This is, perhaps, the hardest 
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thing we have to learn about God.  He actually has a specific 

purpose for damnation: 
 

Rom 9:22  But what if God, wanting to show His wrath 
and to make known His power, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath having been pre-
pared for destruction  

 
    Some of us can accept the fact of damnation as long as we 

think God is trying to avoid it.  That's an emotionally appealing 

thought, but is it true? 

    Maybe this is the key question on this issue:  Does Hell glori-
fy God? 

    Why would He have created it if it did not?  The question is 

not whether Hell is pleasant; not even strictly whether it gives 
God joy.  Apparently in one way it does not- a marvelous fact 

considering it is His own invention: 

 
Ezek 18:23  Do I actually delight in the death of the wick-

ed? says the Lord Jehovah. Is it not that he should 
turn from his ways and live?  

 

    This puts a more compassionate face on it.  Although God  
damns men and angels without regret (Luke 19:27), yet He  

takes no direct pleasure in it.  God is not an unemotional ma- 

chine, coolly sorting out matters of salvation like so many  

business proposals.  He does delight in mercy (Micah 7:18),  
but judgment does not give Him similar pleasure.  Again, it is  

important to recognize that neither does God regret judgment:  
 

"Nevertheless bring here those enemies of mine, who did 
not want me to reign over them, and slay them before 

me."  Luke 19:27 
 

    Once more, ask a Biblical question; get a Biblical answer.  
Whom did Jesus come to save? 

 

Matt 1:21  And she will bear a son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their 
sins.  
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    Whom will He save?  His people.  Name Him Jesus because  

He SHALL save.  He won't just try to save, He will succeed.  

And who will be His success story?  "His people."  The  
Father had a people in mind when He sent the Savior.  They 

were His mission the whole time and still are. 

    This does not contradict Scriptures that say Jesus came to  

save sinners, it just specifies WHICH sinners.   
 

    How long had God intended to carry out this plan?  

 
Eph 1:4  according as He chose us in Him before the foun-

dation of the world 

 
    Before God had put one stick on one stone, He had al- 

ready decided that "we" were going to be saved.  The "us" in  
the verse is the "saints and faithful in Christ Jesus," back in  

verse 1. 

    Revelation says the same thing: 

 
Rev 17:8  ... those whose names were not written in the 

Book of Life from the foundation of the world 
 

    Notice this.  It specifies that there were people NOT written  

in the Book of Life.  God didn't just choose everybody and  

wait to see who would choose Him back.  People were ex- 

cluded from the Book of Life on day one. 
    And, again, this is only consistent with salvation by grace: 

 
Rom 9:11  (for the children had not yet been born, neither 

had done any good or evil; but that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works but of 
Him who called,)  

 
    SALVATION is not by works.  ELECTION also is not by works.   

God selects us ahead of time.  This verse rules out the view  

that God looks ahead and sees who would choose Him,  

THEN chooses them.  Paul says that God's purpose according  

to Election must stand.  Whose election?  His.  Who does  
the electing, the choosing?  This verse rules us out!  God is  
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electing without us in the picture!  "Not yet born."   

    Election is just the sister of grace.  Salvation is by grace; sal-
vation is by election. 

 
Matt 11:25  At that time Jesus answered and said, "I 

praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
You have hidden these things from the wise and pru-
dent, and have revealed them to babes.  

 

    Election is a matter for praise.  It is not primarily a matter 

of intellectual or emotional difficulty.  It is primarily a bowing 
at the throne of God's sovereignty.  Jesus praises His Father 

both that He hid and that He revealed. 

 
Eph 1:5  having predestined us to adoption as sons by 

Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleas-
ure of His will,  

Eph 1:6  to the praise of the glory of His grace 
 

    If we saw ourselves as the wicked, stubborn, and hopeless 

lot the Bible portrays, election and predestination would  be 

matters of great joy and praise!  For then we would know that 
God was doing for sinners what they would never do for them-

selves- turning them towards Himself! 

 

    Will there be anyone who wanted to be saved who will not 
be?  No.  But will there be anyone who wants to be saved be-

sides the elect?  No.   

    How do I know if I'm one of the elect?  Well, do I want to 
be saved?  If I keep on wanting to be saved, therefore continu-

ing to seek God's face, I will not be denied: 
 
John 6:37  All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, 

and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast 
out.  

 

    Jesus confirmed Election, but he also confirmed my own 
personal search.  If I'm seeking God, He's not going to refuse 

me.  (This does not mean, however, that if I have fulfilled 

some supposed requirement, like praying the sinner's prayer, 
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accepting Jesus into my heart, getting baptized, etc., that I'm 

permanently accepted.  No momentary acts define a heart that 
desires God.  Only a life of desiring and seeking Him demon-

strate that.) 

 

    God uses means to accomplish His electing grace: 
 
2 Thess 2:13  But we are bound to give thanks always to 

God for you, brothers beloved of the Lord, because 
God has from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth  

 

      And speaking of belief, where does that come from? 

 
Eph 2:8  For by grace you are saved through faith, and 

that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God 

 
    Faith is a gift God gives.  It is obviously necessary that He 

gives it.  His elect begin as unbelievers.  They disbelieve God.  

Their wills do not contain the capacity for saving faith.  Only 
when God changes their hearts will they reach out to Him in 

faith: 
 
Ezek 36:26  And I will give you a new heart, and I will 

put a new spirit within you. And I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a 
heart of flesh.  

 
    Imagine a stony heart calling out to God to be changed.  

Hopefully we can now see that this makes no sense, is against 

the testimony of Scriptures, and cannot be.  What a wonder is 
God's work when we perceive His electing grace! 

 

How Can I Know? 
 
    But how can I really know if I am one of the elect?  Well, 

obviously, only someone who has called on Christ even enters 

such a picture, but once we have turned our hearts to God 
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(and notice that we can use that language, knowing that it is 

God who gave us the new heart), we are actually called on to 
examine this precise issue: 
 
2 Peter 1:10  Therefore, brothers, be even more diligent 

to make your calling and election sure, for by doing 
these things you shall by no means stumble at any 
time.  

 
    God calls us.  He chooses us.  That makes us objects of His 

saving grace.  But can we prove it or insure it?  Peter says yes, 

by really holding on to things God has entrusted to us.  Peter is 
telling us to do just that.  It is not a theoretical matter.  "Well, I 

guess I might be one of the elect.  Who knows?"  NO!  We're 

supposed to "make sure" our election! 

 

How Can I Preach? 
 
    2 Peter 1:10 shows us that Election is not supposed to buffa-

lo us.  It is not meant to make us doubtful.  It is meant to make 

us press on!  By the same token, Election is a great motivator, 

not a deterrent, for the mission field.  Knowing that God has 
elect people out there who just need the Gospel has sent many 

a missionary forth.  Jesus told Paul concerning the city of Cor-

inth: 

 
Act 18:10  For I am with you, and no one shall set on 

you to hurt you, for I have many people in this city.  

 
    What a motivation!  God has people out there.  The Gospel 

will breathe life into them.  I have the Gospel.  Here I go! 

 
1 Cor 3:7  So then neither is he who plants anything, nor 

he who waters, but God who gives the increase.  

 

    If someone believes, it was not my persuasiveness, though I 

should be persuasive.  Only God can give spiritual "increase."  
If not, our generation would be right to use slick evangelistic 

techniques, salesmanship tactics to 'close the deal', and a coax-
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ing musical atmosphere when we can get them into church.  

But since we DO seem to be the ones bringing in the converts 
these days, let it be known that not one more person is going 

to be saved because we coaxed their wills.  Rather, we are fill-

ing our churches with dead wood alongside the elect, deaden-

ing God's people, lowering the bar of holiness to a fleshly 
man's tastes. 

    If we believed Scriptures' testimony about the power of 

God, we would let the Gospel alone do the talking and let the 
unconverted just start walking.  But since we think man's will 

is the determining factor in salvation, we set to work on that 

will!  Do anything to keep them in church, then they might 

become Christians!  How foolish and how detracting from 
God's glory! 

 

    Yes, God is a gentleman when it comes to rescuing us, but 
not the kind of gentleman who stands by and watches a lady 

perish at the hands of a villain.  God is the gentleman who 

comes and unties His bride from the railroad tracks when she 

was looking for every other person and every other means of 
rescue.  If God waited to be invited into our lives, Heaven 

would be empty.  Jesus might as well not have died: 

 
Rom 3:11  there is none that understands, there is none 

that seeks after God.  

 
    Is this true, or is it just hyperbole?  If sin has repelled man 

from God, as this verse says it has, God as the un-intrusive 
gentlemen would seal all our dooms.  Thank God that He is a 

loving, heroic, gentleman who actively interferes, effecting our 

rescue. 
    To put it even truer, He comes to our grave site, not just 

our hostage site.  He calls to our graves, Lazarus style, for we 

were dead: 

 
Eph 2:1  And He has made you alive, who were once 

dead in trespasses and sins 
 

    Thank God that He intruded with life-saving compassion! 
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    Could God's compassion be greater if He were trying His 

best to save everyone?  Only in our eyes.  In reality, He is ex-
tending the same infinite compassion on the "few" Jesus 

came to save.  His compassion would not be one drop great-

er if He had decided to bring every single person to faith in 

Christ, which He could have done.  And His compassion 
would actually be diminished if He were only trying to save 

everyone. 

 
    Again, what is the theme of the Bible?  The most common 

answer given is that the Bible is the story of Redemption.  

But that is clearly only half an answer.  The Bible is the story 

of Redemption AND JUDGMENT.  The Bible is no less a sto-
ry of judgment than it is of mercy.  The end of the Bible, 

Revelation, never departs from the topic of Judgment.  The 

end of history is full of judgment, just as is all intervening 
time. 

    Jesus Himself will never be rid of judgment: 

 
Rev 14:10  ... And they shall be tormented with fire 

and brimstone before the holy angels and before the 
Lamb.  

 
    Jesus is not ashamed of the torment to which He sentenc-

es men.  He looks on their punishment forever.  Jesus' hatred 
of sin glorifies Him as much as His love of righteousness.  

Jesus' mercy on the elect glorifies Him as much as His judg-

ment of the wicked. 

    Again, what was Jesus' relationship to the non-elect all 
along? 

 
Matt 7:23  "And then I will confess to them, 'I never 

knew you! Depart from Me, you who work iniquity!'  

 

    Jesus always knew His own.  He never knew the wicked. 

    Love them?  There is at least one category of love Jesus 
never has for the non-elect: 

 
Psa 5:5  The boasters shall not set themselves before 
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Your eyes. You hate all workers of iniquity.  

 

    Notice, God not only hates the works of iniquity; He hates 

the workers of iniquity- the people themselves.  But, again, 

this is part of the real picture of God that this sentiment-
driven generation has rejected. 

    It is true, to give a balanced view, that for now God acts 

lovingly towards the non-elect.  Jesus tells us to be like our 

heavenly Father and love our enemies, Matt 5:44, 45.   
    To be precise, then, perhaps we should say that God does 

not savingly love the non-elect: 

 
Rom 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ?  
 

    Paul's answer in this passage is, of course, no one or noth-
ing.  If this is so, and God loved everyone, how could they 

ever go to the Lake of Fire and be separated from Him?  But 

that is Paul's point.  Those whom God loves- savingly loves- 

WILL never be separated from Him.  Those whom God 
does not savingly love will be separated from Christ’s love, 

for they were never part of it. 

 
    Think of what we are communicating to men by telling 

them that God loves them no matter what.  Judgment Day 

comes.  Away they are whisked to the fire.  "But God!  Don't 

you love me anymore?"   
    We already know the answer:  "I never knew you."  But a 

misinterpretation of John 3:16 has convinced us that, not-

withstanding, God somehow loves everybody. 

 

Conclusion 
 
    The real problem is not that Christians haven't seen verses 

problematic to free will.  It's that they dismissed them with-

out much thought.  Even a little bit of honest thought would 
have forced them to ask, "Could this strange verse be true 

AND free will be true?"  Then they would be forced to fur-
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ther ask, "What verse made me believe in free will in the first 

place?"  Maybe there wasn't a verse.  Maybe it just made 
sense that way.  But if a verse came to mind or they just fell 

back on John 3:16, they would finally have to make the com-

parison:  "Which verse can fit within the framework of the 

other one?  Which one is the guiding passage on the matter, 
and which one can be rightly interpreted in the other's light?  

Which one is clear and definitive, and which one says what I 

thought it did only by inference?" 
 

    It is no coincidence that our generation is horrible at Bible 

study.  We are no good at it, but that's mainly because we 

have no taste for it.  The bland version of Christianity that 
makes us feel good is our preference to the often hard-nosed, 

real Biblical version. 

 
    The hard-nosed version should not make US hard, 

though.  It should harden our armor against sin, harden our 

will to do righteousness, and harden our backbones in de-

fense of the truth.  But it should not make us hard people.   
 

    Election is a softening doctrine.  It says that God has 

compassion.  It tells us that when we had no desire for God, 
He gave us a new heart.  It tells us that He loved us with all 

His heart when there was nothing in us to love.  He chose us 

"to the praise of the glory of His grace."  (Eph. 1:4, 6) 

 

    Let us, then, praise Him for His electing love and grace. 


