
Christmas: 

Safety in Numbers? 
  

    Christmas is a worship invention, added to Biblical worship commands a good three 

hundred years after the apostles had given us all the means of worship God specified.  

Roman Catholicism believes she is empowered by God to add new worship forms in His 

name.  Protestantism came about through the insistence that Christ’s Church has no such 

authority. 

    But now the vast majority of Protestants enjoy Christmas right along with the Catholics.  

What gives? 

  

    One question in our day is: how could so many people be wrong?  The ‘scrooges’ who 

‘humbug’ Christmas are in the vast minority.  They’re just being miserly.  They can’t be 

right.  So many godly people wouldn’t be participating in Christmas if it weren’t right, right? 

  

    The other way to turn the question is to take our population sample from a swath of a few 

centuries, not just recent memory.  Follow our Protestant roots back a hundred years, two 

hundred years, three hundred years.  Look at our Puritan forefathers.  If we’re looking for safety 

in numbers and are willing to extend the test range to include them, we may find that the 

numbers even out considerably.  With the Puritans, the Christmas celebrants were the ones in 

the vast minority, and when they were discovered, they were censured.  How could so many 

godly Puritans have been wrong is an equally legitimate question, if we’re looking at numbers. 
  

    Now if you want to stack the two groups against one another, you’re ready to use a more 

legitimate testing criteria than mere numbers.  You can ask, “WHY would I want to be 

numbered with the great mass of Christmas celebrants of our day?  What is their Biblical 

rationale?”  Then ask the same question of the Puritans.  “Why should I be puritanical in 

this?  What’s their Biblical basis?” 

  

    If you’ve ever compared modern theology to Puritan theology, the question just about 

answers itself.  If it’s a numbers game, I, for one, am content to be numbered with the 

Puritans. 

  

 


