
Week of April 10

Topic Introduction: 
This week we are continuing our series on marriage.

• Describe the best marriage you have witnessed up close.  What makes it so great?  

• If you could go back and talk to yourself right before you said I do, what would you, 
say to you?

Sermon Discussion:
Read Eph. 5:21-31
• What stands out to you about this passage?
• Why do you think this text is often so controversial?
• Wives, how have you understood Paul's command to Wives?  Is it something you 

relish, or does it make you feel constrained? Husbands, How do you understand 
Paul's command to husbands?  It is a role you accept or does it feel burdensome?

• How have you practiced these roles and responsibilities in your marriage?

• How does it strike you thinking that Paul's expectation to men was the controversial 
expectation in his day?

• How did Paul's words actual elevate the role on wives in the world?  How would these 
words, if obeyed, impact woman throughout the world today?

Throughout this text Paul gives both husbands and wives a standard by which to gauge 
their obedience to this text:  As Christ.
• In what ways are husbands called to imitate Christ?
• In what ways is Christ to motive the actions and attitude of wives?  
• How does a husbands disobedience to God's expectation impact the expectation of a 

wife?
• How does a wife's disobedience to God's expectation impact the expectation of a 

husband?



Prayer Time:
Depending on your group, you can either share your prayer time together or in your 
break out group.  The key is to make prayer a priority in your group.

Break Out Session/Application: 
• What affect do you think living out these expectations, would have in marriage today?
• What would happen if both the husband and wife focused on living these 

expectations?
• In what ways are you as a husband or wife not fulfilling your role “as Christ.”?  Is 

there anyway you are not sacrificing for you wife like Christ does the church or you 
are not honoring your husband like the church honors Christ?

• What questions or emotions has this series brought up that you may need to talk with 
someone about?

____________________________________________________________________ 
Tip to Leaders: Consider sending a reminder e-mail to your members this week 

regarding these application questions.


