
Discussion Questions 
Week of Dec.11th, 2016

Meet and Greet:
Spend a few minutes catching up with your group.  

Follow up from last week:
Remember, Life groups are about putting what we learn into practice.  Each week we 
should share how we put into practice what we talked about last week.
• How did you grow in hope over the last week?
• What did you do to intentionally place your hope in Jesus over the last week?
• Was there anything that happened that caused you to lose hope since our last 

meeting?

Topic Introduction:
• Why do you think this season of the year is so closely associated with joy?  It is 

alleged to be the “most wonderful time of the year!”
• What part of the Christmas season bring you the most joy?
• What part of the Christmas season tends to rob you of your joy? 

• Have you ever been in a grumpy mood and had someone try to convince you to be 
joyful?  How did that work out? 

• Share about the last time you received really good news. What was it?  Who gave it 
to you?  How did you react?

Sermon Discussion: 
• How would you define joy?
• What are some reasons you have found for people not having joy?

Read Luke 2:8-10
• The Angel says this is good news of great joy.  Why do you think good news and joy 

are so closely linked?  Is it possible to have truly good news without great joy?
• Why do you think it was important for the angel to add that this news was for “all the 

people?” Where does Paul point to as our source of hope?



Read Luke 2:11
This is the “good news” of Christmas.  
• How much joy does this good news bring you?  How is your joy expressed?
• How much of your Christmas celebration revolves around this good news?

Read Luke 2:16-20
• What do you find most surprising about the shepherds response to the angels visit?
• How do you think you may have responded differently? 
• Why do you believe they left Jesus, and immediately began to tell others what they 

had heard about him?

Application: 
Here are a few truths about Joy...

True joy is not manufactured...it is the natural by product of truly good news.

True joy can’t be contained...you will share it anyone willing to listen.

True joy is contagious...when you are around a truly joyous person it will rub off on 
you.

• Using these realities as your filter, how much joy do you find in the good news of 
Jesus?

• What does it say about us if we aren’t overflowing with joy because of the news of 
Jesus?

The Good News of Jesus ultimately caused the shepherds to return glorifying and 
praising God.

• What can you choose to do as a part of your Christmas celebration that is going to 
have this effect on you and/or your family?

Outreach:
• Remember, as followers of Jesus, we have a mission to make disciples.  How are you 

as a group helping fulfill that mission?  How are you as group members fulfilling that 
mission?

• Who is someone you can invite to participate in this group or in our church?
• Who do you commit to inviting to join you?

Pray
End your time together by praying for each other.  Remember, people are more 
important than programs.  If there is a pressing need in the life of one of your group 
members, take the time to address it. 


