
                      
                      

    FAl l-WINTER, 2017



   A man lived. Was crucified, dead and buried. Then raised to life again. He showed                     
   up to his followers, then left them standing on a hill, staring into the sky. Now what? 

   The Book of Acts chronicles what the followers of Jesus did in the weeks, months and   
   years following his earthly ministry. What began as a small band of believers within 
   the city limits of Jerusalem soon expanded to the nearby regions of Judea and 
   Samaria, from there encircling the whole Mediterranean Sea. While Acts ends there,          
   the story of the Gospel does not. It continues to be written. 

   What started in Jerusalem has made it all the way to Prescott, Arizona. Now the 
   question is, what are we going to do? It is your responsibility to make sure what          
   started in Acts doesn’t end with us. 

   This book is a tool to aid you in applying this content in community with other 
   believers. We have a firm belief at Prescott Christian Church that “circles are better        
   than rows.” To fully live the life Christ has called us to means we need to have people 
   in our lives that know us intimately, love us personally, encourage us regularly, teach    
   us humbly, rebuke us fearlessly...and we do the same for them.

   We have created this material so you can gather a group of people around you and          
   begin conversations, making each message personal. 

   So, invite others to join you in this journey through Acts. Gather some friends, invite            
   some co-workers, summon those you worship with. Take the initiative to create the 
   kind of spiritual community your soul longs for. 
   
   If you don’t attend Prescott Christian Church, or if you miss a sermon, you can go to         
   www.prescottchristian.com/sermons. The current teaching series is always right up
   top. Sermons can also be viewed through the app. Look for the “sermons” icon near 
   the bottom. Just like that, you’ll be caught up. If you need help, let us know. 

     INTRO 

                      
                      



     GROUP  L I FE 

                      
                      

Who’s going to be the leader? Are you bringing the chips and dip or is that me? Do I need 
a separate notebook? Is this a business casual sort of situation? Or are sweats silently 
accepted but not encouraged?

Don’t worry. That’s the beauty of group life. You don’t necessarily need a leader or 
snacks. If you want one or the other, maybe both, great. If not, that’s okay too. You get 
to decide. This goes deeper than any of those trivial things. This is an opportunity for 
you to learn how to apply the Word in community with others. Not only that, it’s a 
chance to gain rich relationships based on love, acceptance, forgiveness and belonging. 
The Bible has numerous descriptions of what this kind of community looks like. 

 Care for one another (I Corinthians 12:25).
 Accept one another (Romans 15:7).
 Share one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2).
 Confess your sins to one another (James 5:16).
 Forgive one another (Ephesians 4:32).
 Encourage one another (I Thessalonians 5:11). 
 Love one another (I John 4:11).
 Honor one another (Romans 12:10).
 Offer hospitality to one another (I Peter 4:9).
 Live in peace with one another (Mark 9:50).
 Be kind to one another (Ephesians 4:32).  
 Teach one another (Colossians 3:16).
 Pray for one another (James 5:16).

You may not know what this looks like now, but our hope is you begin to understand 
these concepts in the coming months. Seek God, give the best of yourself to your group 
and do your best. Challenge each other and yourself. Make this your own. 



   WEEK  ONE ,  NOTES 

                      
                      



      D IGG ING  DEEPER 

                      
                      

                  What purchases have you made that require careful investigation/
                  inspection? Why did you take time to investigate? 

                  Read Acts 1:1, then Luke 1:1-4. What is the purpose of Luke’s Gospel?

                  Why would Jesus take the time to prove to the apostles he was alive? 

                  Notice the question in verse six; what does this say about the apostles              
                  understanding of Jesus’ ministry? 

                  Where do you find it difficult to understand what Jesus taught or, more       
                  importantly, where do you find it difficult to obey what Jesus taught? 

                  What assignment were the men given in Acts 1:8? 

                  In Acts 1:9-11, what were they doing instead of being witnesses? 

        ACTION ITEMS: 
                  Identify those in your sphere of influence who do not follow Jesus. 
      Create a prayer list. Pray for those on it, and take specific action to 
      reach them. 
      Identify where you know God’s will, yet don’t follow it. Then repent! 

ACTS 1:1-11



                      
                      

   WEEK  TWO,  NOTES 



      D IGG ING  DEEPER 

                      
                      

             What is the most dramatic event you’ve ever witnessed?                     

             What do you think it would have been like to witness the event 
 described in Acts 2:1-15? Why did some suggest people were drunk? 

             What is the significance of Peter appealing to the knowledge of 
 the crowd? 

             What does it mean for Jesus to be the Christ/Messiah? What does it        
             mean for Jesus to be Lord? 

             How did the people respond to Peter’s message in verse 37? 

             What was Peter’s proclamation? 

             How did the people respond to Peter’s instruction? 

             What did the people do after repentance and baptism?

      ACTION ITEMS: 
             Answer these questions and take action!
             What do I regularly do that doesn’t support what I understand about    
 following Jesus? How would my life change if I adjusted this? 
             What is one small step I can take to help me change this week?

ACTS 2:1-42



                      
                      

   WEEK  THREE ,  NOTES 



      D IGG ING  DEEPER 

                      
                      

                 Picture a plate of bacon and eggs. What’s the difference in the level of     
                 involvement between the chicken and the pig?

                 What or who have you been devoted to in your life? How is/was that    
                 different than being involved/committed?

                 In Acts 2:42, what were the new disciples devoted to? What would it    
                 look like to live out this same devotion? 

                 What compels someone to give all his or her possessions away in order   
                 to share with those in need? 

                 How frequently do you have someone over for a meal centered on faith?

         ACTION ITEMS:
     Invite a fellow Christian to your home for a meal with the purpose of   
                 discussing Jesus and encouraging one another in faith.

     Sell something and share the proceeds with someone in need. 

ACTS 2:42-47



                      
                      

   WEEK  FOUR ,  NOTES 



      D IGG ING  DEEPER 

                      
                      

                When you think of going to a church service, what type of people do   
                you expect to be in attendance? 

                Go back to Acts 3:2. Given the fact this man was brought to the temple     
                daily to beg for help, what does that tell you about the expectation of   
                the faithful followers of God as it relates to helping others? 

                Peter didn’t just tell the man to get up. What else did he do? What does         
                Peter’s example call us to do? 

                What have you been healed from that ought to prompt you to 
                praise God? 

                Where do you have opportunities to proclaim the Gospel? Who are 
                you telling? 

                How does the resurrection of Jesus impact your life? 

                What type of action does your faith produce? 

                Where do you need to repent in order to be refreshed? 

                What has your time with Jesus produced in you? What makes others           
                notice you spend time with Jesus?

      ACTION ITEMS:
                Help someone who can’t help themselves 
                (assisted living, surgery, etc.).   

Acts 3-4:21



                      
                      

   WEEK  F IVE ,  NOTES 



      D IGG ING  DEEPER 

                      
                      

               What comes to mind when you think of persecution?

               What kind of persecution do you see as most prevalent in the U.S.? What  
               kind of persecution have you personally experienced?

               Imagine you were thrown in jail for speaking in the name of Jesus. How       
               would you respond? What would your prayer be? 

               What do you learn about the early church from reading Acts 4:32-37?

               Why is interdependence in the church today not often seen?

               Why do you think Ananias and Sapphira sold their field?

               What was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira? Do you think their 
               punishment was fair or too harsh?

               What does this story teach you about the community of the 
    early church?

               What does it look like to be a bold believer today? What are some bold        
               prayers you are or should be praying? 

               Is bold a word that could be used to describe your generosity?

     ACTION ITEMS:
              Pray for boldness and practice bold generosity.
               

ACTS 4:23-5:16



                      
                      

   WEEK  S IX ,  NOTES 



      D IGG ING  DEEPER 

                      
                      

              How have you seen suffering affect someone’s view of God? 

              How have you seen God use suffering for good in someone’s life or the   
              lives of those around them? 

              What does suffering teach us about God and his priorities? 

              What did the apostles witness that made their suffering worth it? What  
              impact would this truth have on us in the midst of suffering? 

              The apostles suffered together. What role do you think the communal    
              aspect of their suffering played in their ability to remain faithful? 

              How can we help encourage those who are suffering?

     ACTION ITEMS: 
              Decide ahead of time to obey God rather than man, no matter what.
              Form deep relationships with those who share the same convictions,      
              who will willingly suffer with you for Jesus. 

ACTS 5:17-41



                      
                      

   WEEK  SEVEN ,  NOTES 



                      
                      

      D IGG ING  DEEPER 
               Have you ever been a part of a growing organization? Describe                     
               growing pains you had to deal with. What are some growing pains you   
               have witnessed or experienced in a growing church?

               How would you define ministry? Who seems responsible for doing 
   ministry in America? 

               Why do you think the apostles limited their ministry to two areas, word 
               and prayer? What does this teach us about how leadership in the church  
               today should operate? 

               Read Ephesians 4:11-13. According to this text, what is the role of the           
               leaders of the church? Who is responsible for executing works 
    of service? 

   Why do you think God designed the church to be a place where everyone         
               has to play their part for it to be most effective? Why not have a few   
   hired hands do all the work? 

               Everyone who is in Christ has been given a gift to be used for the good            
               of the church. What gift do you feel God has given you? How are you       
               using it? 

     ACTION ITEMS:
               Figure out how God has gifted you to serve in the Body of Christ.
               Serve!

ACTS 6:1-7



   WEEK  E IGHT,  NOTES 

                      
                      



      D IGG ING  DEEPER 

                      
                      

ACTS: 6:8-8:3
                What are some marks of a person who is full of the Holy Spirit? What                      
                are some of the characteristics seen through this study of Acts?

                What characteristics do you see in Steven that reveal he was full of the                     
                Holy Spirit? 

                Steven was not an apostle, but a common believer. How does this 
                impact the way you think about his life and ministry?

                Throughout the story of Steven’s final hours, we see many parallels to                        
                Jesus’ ministry, teaching and death. Which ones stood out to you?
    What lessons do we learn by witnessing these similarities?

                Throughout history, some of the greatest advancements of the Gospel                       
                have come through times of persecution. Why do you think that is?

                Why do you think it took persecution to get the church out of 
    Jerusalem? Why didn’t the disciples advance the Gospel on their own 
                as Jesus commanded? What are some reasons many disciples today are not     
                advancing the Gospel?

      ACTION ITEMS:
                Do something this week to help you become full of God’s grace and power.           
                Share your intent with your group. 
                Reflect on the mission Jesus left with his disciples in Acts 1:8. Ask Jesus to                
                reveal what role you are to play in accomplishing this mission. 
                Then do it! 



                      
                      

   WEEK  N INE ,  NOTES 



                      
                      

      D IGG ING  DEEPER 
ACTS 8:4-40 

                 When you hear the word “mission” in church world, what is it most often        
                 referring to?

                 What is the difference between a mission trip and living a life on mission?      
                 Which one do you think is more common among church people?

                 Re-read or re-tell the stories of Phillip’s ministry with Simon and the     
                 Eunuch. What stands out to you about these men? What makes their  
                 stories similar? Different? Is their any part that resonates with you?

                 How many “Simons” do you think make up the church? What do they need   
                 to help them better follow Jesus?

                 How many church attendees are spiritually like the Eunuch? What do they  
                 need to help them better follow Jesus?

       ACTION ITEMS:
                 Live on mission. Take the Gospel wherever you go.
     If you are a “Simon,” repent. If you are like the Eunuch, don’t be content   
                 in your ignorance. Seek answers to your questions.
                 Look for opportunities to help people take their next step to better 
     follow Jesus.



                      
                      

   WEEK  10 ,  NOTES 



                      
                      

      D IGG ING  DEEPER 
ACTS 9:1-31

                 Share your story with the group of how you came to Jesus. Why is 
     remembering and re-telling this important?

                 What stood out to you about Saul’s conversion? What made it surprising 
     or inspiring?

     Why do you think God chose Paul to be his messenger? Why not someone  
                 more faithful to Christ? 

                 Why does Paul say God chose him? (See 1 Timothy 1:15-16.) What hope  
                 does this give the rest of us?

     Do you live as if you believe dramatic conversion stories like Paul’s are   
                 still possible?

     Is there anyone you’ve written off because you think they could never   
                 come to Jesus?

     What role did Barnabas play in establishing the ministry of Paul? What can  
                 we learn from Barnabas?

       ACTION ITEMS:
     Thank God no one is beyond his reach to save.
     Repent and pray for someone in your life you believed would never come  
                 to Jesus.
     Become a bridge between those who are on the outside and those on the  
                 inside, making sure everyone is welcome.  



                      
                      

   WEEK  11 ,  NOTES 



                      
                      

      D IGG ING  DEEPER 
ACTS 10

   What comes to mind when you think of heaven? How does Revelation 7:9    
               fit into your image of heaven?

               Re-read or re-tell the vision God gave Peter. What point was God trying  
               to convey?

   What was the difference between Cornelius and the other believers seen    
               through the book of Acts? Why was the coming of Cornelius into the      
               kingdom such a big deal, especially for us?

   It had been 13 years since the resurrection. Why do you think Peter still  
               had difficulty understanding and accepting Jesus was for everyone?

   The Gospel should be a means of uniting people across all gender, 
   cultural and racial divides. Where do you still see a gap that needs      
               crossing? Is there anywhere you see an “us” versus “them” mentality 
   in church?

     ACTION ITEMS:
               Ask God to reveal any bias you have against people different than you.
   Repent and ask God to help you see those people as he does.
   Intentionally seek diversity in your group. Invite someone unlike you or  
               the others.  



                      
                      

   WEEK  12 ,  NOTES 



                      
                      

      D IGG ING  DEEPER 
ACTS 12

               What do you think the atmosphere must have been amongst the 
               believers considering the start of persecution and the killing of James?

               What do you think Herod intended to do with Peter at his public trial?

               Peter was in apparent disbelief about what was happening. What does    
               this tell you about the state of his faith?

               What do you think the believers were praying for when you consider the    
               start of persecution and statement in verse five?

               What were the disciples expectations of God in relation to their prayers     
               for Peter? What purpose does it serve to tell James and the others what   
               happened to Peter?

     ACTION ITEMS:
               Go to www.persecution.com to see how you can help and pray for 
   persecuted and imprisoned believers. 



   WEEK  13 ,  NOTES 

                      
                      



                      
                      

      D IGG ING  DEEPER 
ACTS 13-14

Describe a time you were interested in a topic and sought information on it. 
Describe a time you thought you were accurate about a topic, only to find 
out otherwise. What about a time someone brought information to you 
regarding something you already knew, and you were dismissive? 

The governor was a man of “considerable insight and understanding” (verse 
seven). How does someone achieve this? 

What irritates you about someone trying to persuade you to follow Jesus? 
Have you ever tried to persuade someone to do wrong? 

Who is Paul talking to in verses 26-28? What must you do to prevent the 
same thing from being said about you? 

What do we go to Jesus for other than forgiveness? 

How was the message of Jesus received? What do you think makes a pagan 
like the governor, Sergius Paulus, respond to God’s message? What will help 
you be like Sergius and respond to the message, instead of being 
unresponsive like the Israelites?

Read John 5:39-40 and John 8:31-32. We do not want to simply know and 
hear the Word, we are to obey it.
Seek a relationship of mutual accountability and encouragement to faithfully 
follow Jesus. 

ACTION ITEMS:



   WEEK  14 ,  NOTES 

                      
                      



                      
                      

      D IGG ING  DEEPER 
ACTS 15

                    Peter received a vision of God’s acceptance of the Gentiles (Acts 10).  
                    What caused Peter to be unfaithful to this vision? What can cause you to   
                    be unfaithful to God in areas of your life?

                    What type of leadership is Paul providing in verse 14? How would you    
                    respond to someone publicly calling you out on an error? 

                    What obstacles to following Jesus have been placed on you by other    
                    Christians? How much weight do Christians carry in helping people follow   
                    Jesus? What if someone they’re working with decides not to follow?

                    How do we make it difficult for people to follow Jesus? What church   
                    “requirements” do we use as hoops for those wanting to 
                    become Christians?  

 ACTION ITEMS:
        Identify your church and religious preferences and compare them to what  
                    God requires of us. 
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