
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “By loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of 
Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg 
County. Through healing ministries, we lead people through an 

intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting 

God’s people to each other, the community, and Jesus.  Lives will be 
changed though God using us!” 

 

Member Spotlight by Lucille Kruse 

From Houston to Kingsville, TX is a big leap. However Kyle and Taylor 

Brewster made the move a year ago so that Kyle could enter the Wildlife 

Management Master’s Degree Program at Texas A & M University – 

Kingsville.  He was previously employed in the oil and gas industry. They have 

come to appreciate the advantages of a small town and a small university. 

When asked how they chose to attend the 

First United Methodist, the response was “We 

were looking for a church with an early service.” 

They have since become eager participating 

members. Kyle helps distribute food from the 

“Welcome Wagon” on Free Food Fridays. 

Taylor ran in the 10K “Strides for Health” 

sponsored by the church. They are on the list 

of persons serving communion. They faithfully 

attend services and bring their children. And 

they feel the other church attendees graciously 

accept their children’s squeals and wiggles during 

services.  

The Brewster’s two children, Willis (age 3) and Truman (age 2) love 

Sunday School with “The two nice teachers.” They enjoy the playground with 

its entertaining equipment. And the Children’s Sermons always have an 

appeal with songs and Christian lessons that Children can understand. 
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The Brewster’s appreciate the welcome they have received at The First United Methodist Church.   They 

appreciate the sincerity of the minister and the other members.  The church extends an embracing 

welcome to the Kyle and Taylor Brewster family.   

Community Connection Team by Liisa Hewitt 

It was a Success! The first annual Stride for Health with FUMCK 5K/10K Run was held the morning of 

the King Ranch Breakfast, with 65 participants registered. At 7:15 on a very humid morning, 59 

runners/walkers were lined-up at the Start line. The first of the 5K runners crossed the finish line in 24 

minutes, and the first 10K runner at 45 minutes. All the runners completed the 5K or 10K in under 1 

hour, and the 10K walkers were done in 2 hours, 

bringing the event to a close.  

VFit Productions, our hired consultants and time 

keepers, arrived to set up for the run at 5am. 

VFit supplied computer chips that were attached 

to each participant’s bib number fastened to the 

front of their shirts. The chip recorded when the 

individual crossed the start line and finish line so 

that an exact time for completing the course 

could be provided for each person. VFit 

personnel also energized the crowd with trivia, 

competitions and prizes. 

The 3K Walking History Tour of Kingsville also took place from 9 to 11 am. We had a banner and table 

set up by the Railroad Museum where maps of the walk were handed out to anyone interested. The 

TAMUK History Club staked out spots at 7 historic locations along the 2 mile route traversing historic 

downtown and gave a brief informative talk about to the history of the site. This event also seemed to 

be well received by the community.  

These two events cost nearly $5,000 to host for the first time. We had a budget of $1500 but only used 
$1000. The rest of the funds came from 18 generous community sponsors. We had enough support to 
give back to the community a First Place prize of $800, which went to ARK, and a Second Place prize of 
$400, which went to the Kleberg County Pregnancy Resource Center.  

If you generously volunteered to sponsor a student, we thank you. We received plenty of funds to cover 
the registration fees of the students who participated. So, if you never got your promised funds to us, 
don’t worry. Just please save them for next year! The Community Connection Team wants to 
congratulate the congregation for their willingness to help in so many various way to make this first 
event a huge success! 

 

The Health and Wellness Fair will take place Saturday, January 30th from 8am to noon. Nearly 20 
venders have already committed to being at the event.  Please come! Be entertained by area HS 
cheerleaders, a competition dance team, and Folklorico Dancers. Win one of the many door prizes! And 
while there, don’t forget to have your health checked and gather up some new helpful information.  
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We need Volunteers to give blood! The Blood Mobile 
needs 15 people to commit to giving blood on the 
morning of January 30th in order for them to come to 
our event.  If you are able to give blood, please sign up. 
A sign-up sheet will be on the counter as you walk into 
church, plus in the church office. You may also contact 
Liisa Hewitt at 522-0268 if you want to volunteer to give 
blood. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship and Offering 

We will hold a special Candlelight Worship service at 6:00pm on Christmas Eve.  This worship is 

designed to remind you of a traditional Christmas, with some modern twists.  This 

will not be the “same old” worship. So invite your friends, they will be blessed.  A 

special offering will be taken during worship.  All of this offering will be split 

between “Disaster Relief” of the Rio Texas Conference and the “Imagine No 

Malaria” program.  Imagine No Malaria is a program focused on eliminating 
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malaria from the continent of Africa.  There has been remarkable progress in this effort, but there is still 

much to do.   

 

 

   

Toys for Tots 

Cub Scout Pack 385, which meets in our Brookshire Building is sponsoring a drive for 

toys in conjunction with the ‘Toys for Tots’ program.  A box for collecting new, 

unwrapped toys will be in our church’s narthex until December 20th.  Your support will 

be greatly appreciated.   

 

 

Baptism 

Thursday December 24th at 5:30 pm, Pastor Jim will conduct a Service of Baptism in our sanctuary.  Noah 

and Claire Miller, grandchildren of Blaine and Susan Wise, will receive the Holy sacrament of Baptism at 

this time.  

 

Communications Team by Kathy Pawelek 

Help Us Grow: Consider E-Tithing (Electronic Giving) 

Our church now offers members the opportunity to tithe electronically, or e-tithe. This is another 

alternative for those who already rely on electronic billing and check depositing in their everyday lives. 

Electronic giving allows you the opportunity to set up weekly or monthly donations, where funds will be 

drawn electronically from either your checking/savings account or debit/credit card and transfers the 

funds directly into the church account. 

 

Why e-tithe?   Tithing electronically will ensure constant and consistent giving all year long. Your 

participation to e-tithe will help the church support its mission, the growth of the church, and our 

various ministries. Not only will it help you stay on track with stewardship commitments, even through 

vacation and sickness; it will also allow the church a better opportunity to plan, budget, and execute the 

various activities fulfilling our vision and mission for our church, and ultimately, making disciples of Jesus 

Christ. It begins with us! 

This way of tithing may not be for you, but if it is - I encourage you to sign up through our website, 

www.fumck.org/donate. 

The Communication Team would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas & many blessing for the New 

Year!  

http://www.fumck.org/donate
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Futures Committee by Susan Wise 

 Moved the parlor to the CLC—dining chairs were recovered by Debbie Bravenec, hostess items 

were gone through by the funeral committee, and art was hung up. 

 Painted the exterior doors through donations 

 Closed down the Education Building—had a donation only garage sale of the remaining items in 

the building.  If you’d like something in there, please take it and donate what you think its value 

is to you. 

 Church office—removed the counter thanks to Bob Montgomery, repaired the floors, had the 

office painted through donations, and hung up the artwork. 

 

Trustees by Blaine Wise 

Trustee work continues!  Unfortunately some of the projects are too big, or expensive, to be completed 

at this time.  For instance, the gutter repairs on the sanctuary.  On a more positive note, we did remove 

a lot of ‘stuff’ from the Education Building.  With help from the Futures Committee, many items were 

sold, and removed.  The thought process on this action is to prepare storage for CLC items when the 

time comes to finish the upstairs rooms.   

On a sad note, we wish to say good-bye to Bob and Aimee Montgomery, who joined our church a few 

short years ago, became very involved, and are now being called to a new ministry in Arkansas.   We 

wish them the best, and they will be greatly missed! 

HCI Update by Chris Genz 

Two thousand fifteen has been a turnaround year, a change in direction, for Kingsville First United 

Methodist Church.  All year long we have been building a foundation for the new FUMCK.  We have 

been positioning ourselves to be a center of Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in 

Kleberg County.  We have put in place Stephen Ministers, a diabetes nurse, a counselor, a (new) Wesley 

nurse, two help groups, a prayer ninja, a prayer service, and a Kairos ministry.  Our church is starting to 

make a difference in the world.  We had a couple of dips along the way this year.  We closed the Child 

Development Center and the Education Building.  Each served our church and the community well, but it 

was their time.  To offset this dips we now have a new local pastor, 26 new members, a new Sunday 

School class, we offered Vacation Bible School this past summer and started new an Emmaus group.  

Finally, our church jumped into the Healthy Church Initiative.  HCI set up four new committees that will 

change the look of our church forever. We are coming to the end of a great year for our church.  We are 

not sure where all our work will take us in 2016. But come and see, come and be a part of the new First 

United Methodist Church Kingsville.   

 

Health Ministries Committee by Ann Harrell 

As you know, particularly those who are waiting for the exercise and walking schedules to resume, we 
have been without a Wesley Nurse for some time now.  You may have read in the bulletin a few weeks 
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ago that a terrific young woman named Kathy Hurst has accepted the position.  Kathy begins her 
employment with Methodist Health Ministries (MHM) on December 7th.  Her first week or so is 
scheduled orientation in San Antonio but she will be in Kingsville the following week along with a 
preceptor from her team of Wesley Nurses in our area.   Vicki Krcha, our former Wesley Nurse is Kathy’s 
supervisor and will be helping her get off to a great start.  Pastor Jim and I have had a chance to meet 
with Kathy and came away from that meeting knowing we have been very blessed by her choice to be 
with FUMCK and the Kingsville community. 

We are particularly glad that Kathy will be joining us in time to be a part of the upcoming FUMCK Health 
and Wellness Fair scheduled for January 30, 2016 in the Community Life Center.  We’re working with the 
Community Connections Team to help bring a number of health providers together for free health 
screening and healthy living information for all ages.  We’re hoping to have the Coastal Bend Blood 
Center here to accept donations so please contact a member of the Community Connections Team or 
me, at anharrell@sbcglobal.net , to sign up before December 15th.   

 

Upcoming Sermons 
The sermon series for December is “Not a Silent Night”.  This series will be looking at Christmas 

through the eyes of Mary during various times in her life.  The series will conclude with looking at 
Christmas through Mary’s eyes on the night Jesus was born.  The next series will start in January.  The 
title of the new series is “Jesus: Liar, Lunatic or Lord? The focus is on questions people have about Jesus.   

 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Jim 
 Is this your favorite time of the year?  Many people love the holidays, all of them.  Starting with 
Thanksgiving, continuing through Advent, Christmas and New Year’s.  Why?  Have you ever really 
considered why it is so special to you?  When asked this question, many will answer that it brings back 
special memories that are dear to them.  Others will focus on the family time that is so much a part of 
the season.  Still others will talk about the decorations, presents, music, parties, etc.  Children will likely 
talk about the presents they may receive.   
 For Christians, the focus is on the birth of the Messiah. Everything this ministry does during this 
time of the year is aimed at bringing glory to Jesus.  From the way we decorate, to the music we sing, to 
the messages we deliver, to the gifts we give, all should be bringing glory to Jesus.  I am not saying that 

every Christian does this; I am saying that every Christian should be striving to do this.  Therefore, I 
am asking you to examine what you do during the season through the lens of “does this bring glory to 
Jesus?”   
 The last couple of years at this time, I have been telling you about the Christmas Challenge.  This 
challenge is for you to consider spending the same amount of money on people outside your family as 
you spend on family and friends.  The aim is to divert people’s attention from themselves to God’s 
people.  This will bring glory to Jesus on His birthday. This may just change the way you celebrate the 
season.  It may just make the season even more special.  It may make it eternally special.   
 

mailto:anharrell@sbcglobal.net
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Stephen Ministers by Sandy Vanderslice 
 We had the commissioning of 3 more Stephen Ministers in November at the second service. Patty 

Johnson, Lisa Rose and Nancy Gilliam are the 3 newest Stephen Ministers. Steve Perkins as our newest 

Stephen Leader will take over the program when Sandy Vanderslice and Glenn Phillips leave in March. If 

anyone wants to learn more about the Stephen Ministry please contact any of the above people, pastor 

Jim or our other Stephen Ministers, Linda Muguerza, Dianne Flies or Barbara Goode. 

Youth Activities and Updates by Cassandra Cochran 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the FUMC Kingsville Youth Group!  

 

 As the year winds down, we can’t help but reflect on the love of Christ that our young people 

experience constantly through the members of our congregation.   Thank you for all you do, and the 

time you give that helps us develop tomorrow’s leaders of this church, TODAY.   

 Youth Group starts back up on January 3rd at 1 o’clock in the CLC.  We hope to see everyone there, and 

we really hope you bring a friend.    Go, Fight, Win For God!!!  

 Finance Corner 

 

 

90% 

10% 

Apportionments for Year:  
$38,186.00 

Paid to Date

Balance
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 Children's Ministry by Marge Peterson 
We've been preparing for our part in the Christmas Eve service on December 24th at 6:00 p.m.  

Singing and dressing in costumes will be our part in the service, and the children are excited to be a part 

of this service!  The children's choir, L.I.G.H.T., is led be Rebekah Garcia and Rebecca West, and they 

meet every Sunday in the CLC from 10:00-10:45. (L.I.G.H.T. stands for "Life In God---Hope for 

Tomorrow")  We are still seeking Sunday School teachers for a pre-school children's class and for older 

elementary/intermediate school-age children.  Please contact Marge Peterson (361-455-1372) to help in 

this way! 

On Sunday, December 20th, at 3 p.m. we will again go Christmas caroling to shut-in members of 

our church. This is for kids of all ages! 

Following our caroling we will return to 

the CLC for pizza, hot chocolate, fun, and 

games!  If you would like to go with us or 

have suggestions for other people to 

whom we can sing, please let the church 

office or Marge Peterson know! A great 

way to celebrate the Christmas season! 

More events to come in January!  

 

 

 

 

Welcome our New Members! 

  

Randy & Sara Foust 

Pastor Jim 

Phillip Medina 
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Elisa Perales 

Josh & Kristyn Grace 

Angela & Rene Galvan Jr. 

Pastor John 

Jeremy, Rebekah & 

Lane Thomas (LT) 

Garcia 

Oscar Lara 

Will Lampert 
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Prayer List 

 

 


