
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “By loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of 
Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg 
County. Through healing ministries, we lead people through an 

intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting 

God’s people to each other, the community, and Jesus.  Lives will be 
changed though God using us!” 

 

 
 

WELL DONE CONGREGATION!!! 
 

Our 2017 Stewardship Campaign was a tremendous success.  2016 pledges were $174,280.00, 

and our pledging families were 35.  After our stewardship campaign this fall, we have 

$214,298.00 in pledged giving and we have increased our pledging families to 47.  This 

represents a 22% increase in giving and a 32% increase in people who have stepped out in faith 

and committed to giving a monthly pledge.  First United Methodist Church of Kingsville is on a 

solid financial path.  As pastor, I believe that when a family or individual pledges, they are 

committing to the church financially, but also spiritually.  The discipline of giving is Biblical; it 

also shows a deepening of trust toward God.  I think of giving as a compass for the church.  If 

the giving is strong and we continue to encourage more members to contribute financially, 

spiritually, and actively, then we will be better equipped to navigate the mission field and 

spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

Thank you to Keith and Kathy Pawelek, Fred and Janice Bryant, Paul and Becky Hageman, and 

Ricky Cunningham for being our stewardship speakers.  Thank you to Peggy Genz for 

coordinating our celebration luncheon. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to set up 

the CLC and stayed to help clean up. Finally, thank you Congregation for a job well done!   This 

congregation rocks!!  

God Bless you all. 

Pastor Valli 

December  2016 
 

The Spire 
Newsletter 
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35 

47 

2016 2017

Pledged Families 

 

 

HELP NEEDED TO CLOSE OUT 2016 

We are behind in our 2016 apportionments.  Please consider giving 

toward this cause. 
We have covenanted, as all Methodist churches have, to give our portion toward the Rio Texas 

Conference.  Right now we have paid $26,255.00.  That means we still owe $19,816.00 to finish 

out the year.  Please consider extra mile giving to enable us to pay out by January 11, 2016…  

 

 

 

SO MUCH TO GIVE THANKS OVER!! 

Thank you to Betty Kay Perkins for coordinating Project Christmas 

Child.  This year our goal was to give 100 boxes toward this awesome 

ministry.  We did that and more!  120 boxes were collected and 

taken to Corpus Christi where they were shipped to all parts of the 

world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
$174,280.00  

 
$214,298.00  

2016 2017

Pledged Amounts 

22% increase 32% increase 
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December Happenings 

December 4th 9:30 am  Rehersal for Children’s Christmas Program 

December 5th 6:30 pm  Called meeting of the Church Council 

December 6th 5:30 pm  Rehersal for Children’s Christmas Program 

December 11th 9:30 am  Rehersal for Children’s Christmas Program 

   11:00 am  Choir Christmas Cantata 

   3:00 pm  Charge Conference at Freer United Methodist  

Church 

December 19th 6:00-8:00 pm  Parsonage Open House, 1634 W Santa Gertrudis 

December 16th  6:00-8:00 pm  Child Welfare Board Christmas Party in CLC 

December 17th 10:00 am  Rehersal for Children’s Christmas Program 

December 18th 11:00 am  Children’s Christmas Program (one service only) 

Advent Dinner: Turkey and Ham provided by the 

church; Please bring a side dish or dessert to share 

   3:00 pm  Children’s Cookie decorating and Caroling 

December 24th 5:00 pm   Christmas Eve Worship; Children’s Instant  

Christmas Pagent 

   7:00 pm   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

December 25th 10:00-11:00 am   Worship Service Celebrating the Birth of 

     Jesus in the CLC 

December 23rd-January 2nd   Church Office Closed 

December 31st  7:00pm   Family New Years Eve Party and Pancake Feast 

             12:00 am   Holy Communion 

January 1st  11:00 am   Worship (one service only)   

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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THANK YOU 

Just recently someone asked me, “What is there to do at the church during the week?  I 

thought it was only open on Sunday.”  First of all, I should have said a prayer for him.  Second, I 

tried to tell him about some the activities that take place at our church.  This is a time of 

monetary giving back to God and our church.  The church is asking us to give back to God just a 

portion of what he has blessed us with.  FUMCK cannot keep its doors open and the lights on 

without those monetary gifts.  But it is also just as true that our church cannot function without 

the great volunteers that we have.  When we welcome a new member we say, “We renew our 

covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, and our service.”  It is service that keeps this church going on a daily and weekly basis.   

Hopefully by now you know who the committee chair people are.  They are in the 

limelight often enough.  But do you know who has been vacuuming the CLC classrooms or 

cleaning the sanctuary while we are searching for a new custodian?  Did you know that 

someone visits people in the nursing home and hospital almost daily?  Who has been removing 

those oak sprouts in the Brookshire courtyard, or who painted the Sunday school room in the 

Brookshire Building?   There are people who have been cleaning out the old Ed Building.  

Someone prepares the children’s packets for the church service, and organizes the communion 

set up and serving, and please don’t forget the ushers, liturgists, greeters and the acolytes, the 

Chancel choir or Brother/Sister Act, the power point people, or the person that makes the 

power point go at Sunday Services.  When you leave your bulletins on the pews, who cleans 

them up or sharpens the pencils in the pews?  We are happy to say that we have a Wesley 

nurse, but who works with her?  We have people that help Flo in the office and do the weekly 

Church bulletin, and don’t forget the people who organize and send out the Spire or the people 

that developed the new Spire format.  We have people that pick up trash along the highway 

and build wheel chair ramps for the needy, and organize the “Flood Bucket” project and put on 

the Living Last Supper last Easter.  Have I mentioned the volunteers for VBS or Sunday School 

teachers, or those who lead the children’s choir?   I wonder how many people it takes to put on 

the 10K/5K Run & Walk event?  I can’t forget to mention the volunteers for Free Food Friday or 

the Food Bank or the people that volunteer their time and talents to make repairs at church.  

We had a meal after church for Consecration Sunday:  who set up the chairs and tables in the 

CLC, who worked in the kitchen, who took down the 25 tables and 150 chairs?  We enjoy having 

a prayer garden, but who maintains that garden?   

So I started this article by asking what is there to do at the church.  Many of the things 

mentioned above go on every week.  God blesses us, and our volunteers give back their time, 

gifts, and presence.   This article is a ‘Thank You’ to all that make FUMCK a great place to 

worship God.   
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Children’s Ministry 

GREAT NEWS! We will have a Children’s Christmas Pageant Program this year! As I’ve said many 

times before, if we, as a church, do not have the children participate in a Christmas program 

that points to the birth of Jesus Christ as the reason for Christmas, who else will do this?? 

Please support this pageant with your presence, encouragement, and prayers! 

Event: “The Christmas Story:  Jesus Christ Is the Same---Yesterday, Today, and Forever!” 

Date:  Sunday, December 18, 2016 

Time:  11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Later that same afternoon, December 18, at 3:00 p.m., we will go Christmas caroling to shut-ins 

and return to the CLC afterward for pizza, decorating (& eating!) Christmas cookies, & fun!  

Everyone is invited to join us! Families & singles joined us for the last 2 years, and we had such 

fun together and felt just as blessed as those to whom we sang! 

For more information or to volunteer for any activities, please contact Marge Peterson, 455-

1372. 
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Health Ministries by Ann Harrell 

HEALTH MINISTRIES COMMITTEE 
 

It’s my belief that the Health Ministries Committee is a very integral part of accomplishing the 
mission of this church “… to be a center of spiritual, physical and emotional healing for all 
people in Kleberg County.”  I have been a part of this committee through 4 different Wesley 
nurse assignments, several committee formats and projects, and several pastors.  Sam Steen 
was the chair and a wonderful mentor during my first few years.  Now I’m moving to a different 
committee, and the Nominating Committee will be looking for a new Health Committee Chair.  
I’m sincerely hoping that someone will feel called to serve this role and let that calling be 
known.  I’ve offered my perspective on some of what that role entails in my comments that 
follow. 
 
The committee was established, many years ago, as I understand it, when the first Wesley 
Nurse was assigned to FUMCK.  A Health Committee was necessary as support and liaison for 
that assignment.  The Wesley Nurse is not an employee of FUMCK, but of Methodist Health 
Ministries (MHM) of South Texas, so a good working relationship is vital if both entities want to 
accomplish their goals for our community.  The volume of MHM research into the most 
pressing health needs of our area and the way the results are translated into the work of our 
Wesley Nurses is probably not realized by many, but believe me it is significant.  If you want to 
find out more about this you can go to mhm.org and read about the organization or sign up for 
regular emails detailing their progress and projects.  Kathy Hurst, our current Wesley Nurse, is a 
gem to work with; she knows her job and does it very well.  She doesn’t need us to tell her how 
to do her job, she needs us to advocate for her, to help her make community connections, to 
inform her about health needs and resources available, to listen to her contributions and 
concerns, and participate whenever possible in related activities.  
 
In addition to supporting the Wesley Nurse, we should be aware of and advocate for the other 
health professionals that work with our community and are based at FUMCK’s Brookshire 
Building.  These include the MHM counselor and the Coastal Bend Health Education Center’s 
Diabetes Education representatives.   
 
Lastly, because health is holistic—physical, spiritual and emotional—it’s very important to note 
that there are other FUMCK committees, teams, groups, and individuals furthering the church’s 
mission.  Working with them to help us all move forward is essential. 
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Wesley Nurse    

It is hard to believe that I have been the Wesley Nurse in Kingsville for a year already.  The last 

year has been a great learning experience for me and I look forward to the next year!   In 

October, the four part series, A Fresh Start to a Healthier You, was a success with a great 

turnout.  There are now plans to partner with the AgriLife Health Agent for more nutrition and 

health education classes in 2017.  On November 5th, the 1st annual Kleberg County Community 

Diabetes Walk took place, with about 20 walkers raising $1,500 for the American Diabetes 

Association; hopefully next year will have even more participants.  

Is there anyone else besides me thinking of all the food that will be a temptation over the next 

two months?   Join me for the weight loss support group on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 

month at 1 p.m.  We will have conversation and ideas of how to get through the holidays 

without gaining weight.  

Lastly, do not forget flu season is coming up fast and it is time for your annual flu shot.  The 

major pharmacies have them for either low cost or free, if you have insurance.  If you do not 

have insurance and want a flu shot, come by and see me and I will help find a resource to get 

one.   

Your Wesley Nurse, 

Kathy Hurst, RN 
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from Pastor Valli and the Staff of First United 

Methodist Church 

Merry Christmas 

Oscar Lara, Johnny Lozano, Rene Galvan, & Letty Galvan 
 


