
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “By loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of 
Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg 
County. Through healing ministries, we lead people through an 

intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting 

God’s people to each other, the community, and Jesus.  Lives will be 
changed though God using us!” 

 

Member Spotlight: Liisa Hewitt  
                                   By Lucille Kruse 

      Always Finds Worthy Projects  
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Twenty years ago Liisa Hewett 

moved to Kingsville with her 

husband Dr. David Hewett, a young 

daughter, Nicole, and a tiny baby 

boy, Matt. They found the First 

United Methodist Church. Since 

then Liisa,  David ad their children 

have been a large part of the 

various church programs and 

played leadership roles which 

included the youth groups of the 

church and giving care and 

attention to the church grounds.   

For eight years they were leaders of the popular “Adventure Group” for 

the youth. (otherwise known as the BSA Venture Crew.) 
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The “Adventure Group” made camping excursions and did projects to raise money for their 

trips. Most of the trips were into mountain areas in Texas, Colorado and New Mexico with lots 

of climbing and exploring. There was learning and inspiration in the marvels of nature and the 

gatherings with conversations and singing around the campfires. 

For Liisa, being outdoors was her lifetime choice. In college she had been in wildlife programs at 

her university in New York and in Colorado where she earned her bachelor’s degree. She met 

her husband David at the University in Colorado where he also was in a Wildlife Management 

program. 

Since coming to Kingsville, Liisa earned a master’s degree in Adult Education and English as a 

Second Language. Currently she works with the program “South Texas Natives” which gathers 

native plant seeds and is part of the Ceasar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute.  For years Liisa 

taught English as a second language to foreign students at TAMUK.  

Liisa and David recently returned from eight months academic leave during which time they 

spent a month in Argentina where David worked and observed experimentation with deer. Four 

months were spent in Montana where David had time to write and meet with other Wildlife 

professionals. 

The final two months were spent in Colorado visiting with family and hiking the mountains.   

As Liisa continues with serving her church, she is a team leader for “Committed to Connection.”  

The team plans and conducts events to reach out and include the whole community. This 

month there is a dinner on the TAMUK campus for students. In November there is to be a “Run-

Walk” and in January there is to be a Health Fair. 

Liisa and her family have been a gift and blessing to the church as well as the University and 

community. 

Community Connection Team    by Liisa Hewitt 

Our 2nd Annual Stride for Health 5K/10K Run & Walk is fast approaching! The Run and Walk 

will be held on November 19th, come rain or shine. We are seeking Sponsorships for the Stride 

for Health 5K/10K Run and Walk. Sponsorships cover the cost of the Run/Walk and more 

importantly, provide funds to be awarded to our area Non-Profits. We need your help!  We all 

have a particular business that we frequent, or have a friend that is a business owner or 

manager. If you would be comfortable delivering a packet (letter of introduction and 

sponsorship information) to just this one location, we will be effective in raising enough funds 

to make this event successful! If you can help with this essential task, please contact Liisa 

Hewitt (522-0268). 
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Church Update by Chris Genz 

 

Our Church is so blessed with volunteers.  The more you hang out around the church, 

the more you start to understand that it take many, many people to operate the 

church.  In Corinthians it talks about all the parts of the body that make up the whole.  Our 

church has many parts that make up our whole.  There is a special volunteer that handles the 

nerve center of the church.  If there is a problem, you call this person.  If you need to know 

about church stats, you call this person.  If you want to quietly give extra, you call this person.  

If you want to know what happened while Pastor Jim was here, or Pastor Sheldon, or Pastor 

Claus, or Pastor Jason, you call this person.  If you have a question after hours, you just call this 

person.  If you just need a smiling face, you just talk to this person.  If you need a person to 

work 30+ hours a week  at the church with no pay, you just ask this person.  Have you figured 

out this riddle?  I will help you; it is Flo Steen.  Our church is so blessed to have a person like Flo 

in our congregation.  So the next time you see her counting Sunday School attendance, or in 

meetings, or in the office, or at the late service you might give her a special thanks. 
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Free Food Friday 

   by Angel Vela 
It has been about a month since the semester has begun, and Free Food Friday has been going 

great. We have been feeding around 120-130 students, faculty and staff every Friday. There was 

been familiar faces as well as new ones. This ministry has been a blessing for everyone! We get 

around 40 or more prayer requests on a weekly basis and we get the occasional students who 

want us to pray with them. We’ve started to hold signs that states “Free Hugs”. Our Karen 

Meadows always says “Everyone needs a grandma hug” and you can see the joy in everyone’s 

face when they come in for the hugs. We being preparing every Friday at 9am in the CLC and 

then head to Campus in front of the Kleberg Agriculture Building at 10:15 for please feel free to 

join us any Friday and see how wonderful this ministry is. 

 

Health Ministries \Wesley Nurse    

am very excited to share a couple of events that are coming up in the next two months.    In 

October I am teaming up with our local Texas A&M AgriLife Health Agent to present a healthy 

cooking series.  This will be a three part series on Wednesdays starting October 12th at 1 p.m.   

These free classes are open to everybody and those that participate will also receive recipes, 

kitchen gadgets and tips for cooking healthy on a budget.  If you are interested in coming or 

want more information call me or Britney Castillo @ 595-8566. 

November is National Diabetes month, in an effort to raise diabetes awareness and money for 

the American Diabetes Association I am part of a team organizing a Community Diabetes Walk.  

The walk will be on November 5th at the Texas A&M Kingsville campus @ 8 a.m., in addition to 

the walk there will be diabetic screenings, education and cooking demonstrations during the 

tailgating festivities before the football game.  If you are interested in participating or donating 

please visit our webpage at http://main.diabetes.org/goto/klebergcountyadawalk, visit the 

Facebook page Community Diabetes Walk Kleberg County or call me at 592-3786.  We hope 

that this will be the first annual walk and are hoping for a good turnout.   

Your Wesley Nurse, Kathy Hurst 

 

http://main.diabetes.org/goto/klebergcountyadawalk
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Sunday, October 23rd, we will celebrate Children’s Day at our church.  During the worship 

services we will give Bibles to our current 3rd graders (and to any 4th & 5th graders who have not 

received a Bible from any church).  Our children and youth will participate in the worship 

services in various capacities that day, including a short skit!  Following the service the entire 

congregation will go outside & surround the children, and the children will release helium-filled 

balloons with prayer requests attached as part of our celebration of children. You will definitely 

want to attend worship that day! 

Our revamped children’s Sunday School classes have begun, and we are still in the process of 

painting and updating their classrooms in the Brookshire Building.  Angel Vela and Pastor Valli 

are the lead teachers, and we have several teacher assistants who are helping in the classes on 

a rotating basis.  Each classroom will get a large, flat-screen TV soon, & we need assistance in 

mounting them on the walls.  We are also making plans for a 3-4 year old class to begin in the 

near future! 

COMING UP: Children’s Christmas Program on Sunday, December 11, during the 11:00 service 

with a covered dish meal in the CLC after the service.  Great way to celebrate Christmas with 

our children! 

If you are willing to help out in any area of these Children’s Ministry projects, please contact 

Marge Peterson to volunteer!   Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  (Matthew 19:14) 

Hospitality Committee    by Sandra Rideout-Hanzak 

 The Hospitality Committee is working on ways that we can show radical hospitality to church 

members and new guests.  Nametags are part of hospitality; they allow us to learn each other’s 

names.  If you lost your nametag or never received one, please write your name on the list.  

Also, Pastor Valli will be calling people to serve as Greeter/Connectors or Parking Lot 

Attendants soon.  If you think you might like to serve in one of these roles, please don’t wait for 

the call, just let Pastor know.  She can show you the job description, and you can prayerfully 

consider if that calling is for you.  Youth are encourage to serve in these roles in addition to 

more mature folks!  We want to thank everyone who has contributed goodies to the Welcome 

Center so we can have coffee and a sweet treat each Sunday morning.  And, thanks to Patty 

Johnson for organizing the Welcome Center.  Patty is doing a wonderful job! 
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Welcome Wagon 

We hope each of us is greeting and welcoming guests when they come to our church.  It is so important 

for our guests to feel the warmth of our church and love of Jesus Christ.  There are many facets to 

welcoming people to FUMCK.  The four member FUMCK Hospitality Team has done several things to 

help in the welcoming process.  Two of the things they do are supply items for the Welcome Wagon and 

deliver homemade baked goods to first time visitors.  Now the Hospitality Team needs your help.  This 

Team is in need of volunteers to bake items and second, volunteers to help Debbie Byrd deliver these 

goods from time to time.  Baked goods should be wrapped in foil with the date and what you have 

baked clearly marked, and then placed in the freezer in the CLC.  If you are willing to help deliver the 

goods from time to time and help spread the warmth and hospitality of our church, please contact 

Debbie Byrd at 361-228-0378 or any of the Hospitality Team members (Sandra Rideout-Hanzek, Peggy 

Genz, or Angela Galvan).    

 

New Member  Diane Connelly 

Please welcome our newest member, Diane Connelly.  Diane recently 

transferred her membership from Grace United Methodist Church in 

Corpus Christi. She and her husband Brian are the parents of 3 grown 

children and twin granddaughters. They  live on Baffin Bay in Riviera.  

We are so pleased that she has chosen to make FUMCK her church 

home.   

 

Methodist Men’s Group is on the move   by Keith Pawelek  

Although we did not fill all 100 buckets that were donated, the flood bucket drive was a huge 

success. With the help of church members and Gods help, we were able to fill 50 buckets. This 

exceeded our anticipated goal for the church. In Philippians 4:19, Paul writes, “But my God 

shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” This is clear when 

you look at how many buckets we were able to fill as a church, and how many lives will be lifted 

as people receive those buckets. They will know God is with them. The Methodist Men would 

like to thank each and every one of you for your efforts toward this successful drive. 

Trustees  

Open and Concealed Carry Policies and Guidelines 

All representative of First United Methodist Church Kingsville, Texas shall follow the procedures 

contained herein and those created by the Church Council when confronted with anyone 

bringing weapons onto the campus of First United Methodist Church Kingsville.  

Open Carry Policy Statement: 
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First United Methodist Church Kingsville will not permit the use of open carry within the 

campus of FUMCK.  

Except for authorized certified law enforcement personnel acting in the performance of their 

duties. 

 

If a person, even one who has a carry permit from the State of Texas, has a weapon on his or 

her person outside of a vehicle in plain sight, that person is directed to immediately return to 

his or her vehicle and lock the weapon in the vehicle, or immediately leave the premises of First 

United Methodist Church Kingsville. All pastors, appointed staff members and full time 

employees of the church are authorized; when it comes to his or her attention that a person 

has a firearm in violation of this policy, to direct that person to leave the church property. 

Should the person refuse to leave, the pastor, appointed staff member or employee shall 

promptly call the police department. Even if the person leaves after being notified, the staff 

member, or employee shall promptly notify one of the clergy staff so that a record can be made 

of the event.  

Concealed Carry Statement: 

First United Methodist Church Kingsville will allow concealed carry upon request 

of approval by the Senior Pastor or Church Council 

Anyone wishing to carry a concealed weapon into the church must make written application to 

the current Senior Pastor or Church Council seeking permission to concealed carry along with a 

copy of their concealed carry license. The Presiding Senior Pastor or Church Council will make 

the sole determination as to the merits of the request and will deny or grant the request in 

writing with or without reason. The Church Secretary will maintain a secure and confidential file 

of all request, and the determination of those request.   

Termination of permission to concealed carry 

Granted permission to concealed carry will remain in effect until any of the following: 

1) State or Federal law changes mandating that churches are gun free zones, or 
2) The current United Methodist Conference makes a decision superseding this permission 

to concealed carry, or 
3) The Church Council changes this policy, or 
4) The concealed pistol license expires, or is revoked 
5) The individual voluntarily withdraws their request to concealed carry  

 

Confidentiality 
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Given the nature of the request, that the person wishing permission to concealed carry wishes 

the concealment of the weapon to remain as concealed and unknown as possible, on the Senior 

Pastor, Church Council, and the Church Secretary will have access to the information.  

Clergy Appreciation Month 

October is Clergy appreciation month.  Some suggestions for telling Pastor Valli how much you 

appreciate her and all that she does are: send a note or a card or an email.  Flowers are always 

a nice way to say thank you.  Invite her over for dinner or take her out for lunch or just give her 

a kind hello and thank you.  Baked goods are great as well.  Let’s be sure and remember our 

own Pastor Valli Blair.     

Hitting the Right Notes by Oscar Lara 

The choir has just returned from a 3 month break, and has begun preparing music for the 
months to come. Unfortunately, we are in need of some singers, particularly men. If you are 
able to match pitch, or keep a tune then please come join us in the choir. It's hard to reach a 
huge congregation with only 8 people in the choir! We will also be providing childcare during 
rehearsals if needed. I can't stress to the church how important this is, especially as we begin to 
prepare our Christmas Program for the church! Aside from starting our Christmas program, I 
will also be starting up the Bell Choir once again. So, if you don't want to sing or are maybe a 
little shy, then get in touch with me on joining the Bell Choir. It will be fun, the music will be 
something everyone knows, and more importantly it's a way to use the gift God has given you. 
If you have any questions or concerns please call or text me at (469) 223-3220. Believe me 
when I say exciting things are beginning to happen at our church, and you do not want to miss 
out on it!  

Pastor Valli’s Perspective 

PerspectiveSunday November 6th is All Saints Day.  All Saints is the day we as a community of faith 

remember and celebrate the lives of those in our congregation who have died throughout the year.  

Remembering and giving thanks for those whom we have loved is an important day for the church. On 

Sunday November 6th at both the early and the late service we will take time to honor each member 

with prayer, music and candles.  We will invite family members and friends to light a memorial candle in 

honor of their loved one and will also have a time of reflection with photos and special music. After Holy 

communion anyone who feels led to kneel and pray and perhaps light a candle in memory of their loved 

ones may do so at the altar rail.  All Saints Day is a day of celebration for the lives of those whom we 

cherish and give thanks. If you or someone you know has experienced the loss of a loved one, please 

make a point of inviting them to attend All Saints Worship with you.  I believe that God uses this service 

to touch those who are in need of healing.  So, come let us worship together and proclaim the 

everlasting love of our God!  

A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHOM WE HAVE LOVED AND ARE NOW WITH THE LORD 
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Everlasting God, 

 

   This day revive in us memories of loved ones who are no more. 

What happiness we share when they walked among us. 

What joy, when, loving and being loved, we lived our lives together. 

 

Months or years may have passed, and still we feel near to them. 

Our hearts yearn for them. 

Though the bitter grief has softened, a duller pain abides;  

For the place where once they stood is empty now. 

The links of life are broken but the links of and longing cannot break. 

We see them now with the eye of memory, their faults forgiven, 

Their virtues grown larger. So dies goodness live and weakness fade 

From sight.  We remember them with gratitude and bless their names. 

 

Velma Foster 

Myrtle Hausler 

Anita Murray 

Louise Stockton 

William Creekmore 

Bernie Klassen 

Andrew Donald Nixon 

Kathryn Jane Creekmore Childs 

 

And We remember as well the members who but yesterday who were part 

of our congregation and community. To all who cared for us and labored for 

for all people, we pay tribute .  May we prove worthy of carrying on the 

of our faith, for now the task is ours. 
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We give you thanks that they now live and reign with you.  As a great crowd  

Of witnesses , they surround us with their blessings, and offer you hymns of 

Praise and thanksgiving… They are alive for evermore.   

 

Grace and Peace ,  Pastor Valli  

  

  

 

 

 

On the Horizon 

October is Clergy Appreciation Month 

October 2 World Communion Sunday 

October 9  Clergy Appreciation Day 

October 16 Stewardship Campaign begins and ends November 13 

October 21-22 Overnight Spiritual Retreat at – Mustang Island 

October 23 Children’s Sabbath, Children Grades 3 - 5 will receive their Bibles (Celebrate 

Children Sunday 

 November 6 All Saint’s Day 

November 13 Commitment Sunday Meal following 

                         Operation Christmas Child (filled boxes due and blessed) 

November 19, 2016 Stride for Health Run/Walk 

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 23 DURING LATE SERVICE 

 3-5 GRADERS WILL RECEIVE BIBLES 

 THE BIG RED BALLOON PRAYER RELEASE 

 CHILDREN WILL HELP LEAD WORSHIP 
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November 20 Worship Committee will meet for lunch and decorate for Advent 

November 27 ‘Hanging of the Greens’ 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent 

December 11 Children’s Christmas Program 

December 18 Chancel Choir Cantata 

December 24 Two Christmas Eve Services 

December 25 Cookies and Carols 9:00AM, Worship 10:00AM 

December 26 – 30 Office Closed 

January 1, 2017 One Worship Service 10:00AM 

 

 


