
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 “By loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of 
Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg 

County. Through healing ministries, we lead people through an 
intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting 

God’s people to each other, the community, and Jesus.  Lives will be 

changed though God using us!” 

 

Member Spotlight: Our New Pastor  
                                   By Lucille Kruse 

Vallilea (Valli) Blair, the new pastor of First United Methodist Church, has 

come as a new shepherd of the congregation. She has also brought her 

experience and talents to the 

whole community.   

In speaking of her life’s 

journey and of her choice to 

become a minister, she told 

about the church being the 

center of her life even in her 

early years in Amarillo, TX.  As 

a child, she was in the choirs, 

had leadership roles in youth 

groups and assisted in the 

worship services. When she 

first met a woman minister, it 

was a startling experience – 

she had not known women 

could be ministers! 

Thinking she would be a 

museum curator, she earned 

a degree at The University of 
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New Mexico in Albuquerque. Several of her professors spoke to her saying her writings and comments 

showed a strong religious faith, values and a strong beacon of guidance. They suggested she should 

probably also go into Christian Education. 

She married her high school sweetheart. They moved to Savage, Minnesota with their young son and 

daughter. Pastor Valli added new vitality and strength to her church there – she was active in every 

phase and program.  Where there was not a choir, she created one. She was often asked to preach. She 

preached there on many occasions. She began to feel that perhaps that was her calling.  

There came a move to San Marcos, TX. It was a continuous reflective and prayerful journey as she drove 

from Minnesota to San Marcos. Her decision was made. She entered The Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary in Austin to begin her training for the ministry. During her time at the seminary, she also 

pastored small churches around Austin – bringing new life and members to each of them. 

After twins, a son and daughter, were born to the family, being an attentive mother became a priority.  

Her “sabbatical” lasted eight years. Then she went back to her pastoral profession. She served churches 

in West and South Texas, always bringing in new ideas and new membership. 

In addition to being a minister, Pastor Valli has other talents that she embraces with enthusiasm. She is 

an artist and paints in several mediums. She has recently added quilting to her artistic work. She is an 

accomplished   musician – a pianist and a vocalist with a beautiful and trained voice. She studied music 

in France and learned many of the “chants” of early churches.  She works with the Texas archives of 

Methodist history. 

Pastor Valli has been recognized with awards for her work and changes in the churches she has 

pastored. She was given the Circuit Riders Award for her work at the Methodist Church in Mertzon, TX., 

the One Matters Award given by the General Board of Discipline and the Outstanding Senior Award 

given by her seminary. 

In speaking about her goals and focus for the First United Church, Pastor Valli said, “My primary goal is 

to develop and implement strategies of discipline, family ministries, Christian education and Creative 

Worship.” She spoke of bringing more bonding and unity among age groups – even mentoring in the 

church.  

The hope is to bring the congregation together with love, purpose and dedication. 

 

Community Connection Team    by Jeanine Birdwell 

On June 18 dozens of families gathered in the Community Life Center to celebrate Family Fun Day. This 

event kicked off our Vacation Bible School. The morning started with two moon walks and Cuddly 

Critters Petting Zoo. Children of all ages spent time with chickens, ducks, a goat and a small pot belly pig. 
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Our featured entertainer, David Chicken, began performing around 11:00am. David Chicken is an award 

winning children’s artist from the Dallas area. His songs are interactive and extremely entertaining! 

Children, parents, and our church volunteers sang along, played instruments, and danced to his music. 

 

 

Once the show ended, our wonderful church volunteers served lunch and visited with our guests. This 

was a memorable day for everyone who attended! 
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For our next event, we are hosting a dinner for college students at the Tio and Janell Kleberg Wildlife 

Research Park on September 22. The event, titled “Don’t Get Hog Tied, Be Hog Safe!” will feature guest 

speaker Arnold Salazar of the TAMU-K Police Department. He will give our new Javelinas campus safety 

tips while they enjoy dinner and fellowship. If you are interested in volunteering to help with this event, 

please reach out to a member of the Community Connection Team: Liisa Hewitt, Janis Bryant, Nancy 

Vela, Carmen Bahn-Kraatz, Jeff Byrd, Rick West, and Jeanine Birdwell. 

Thank you to our congregation for your continued support! Together, we are making a difference! 

 

Church Update by Chris Genz 

We are not the same old First United Methodist Church of Kingsville. 

Does anything ever stay the same?  Every time we turn around something is changing at our 

church i.e. new process to run the church, new pastor, the Education building is closed, the Child 

Development Center has closed.  It doesn’t seem like we are the same First United Methodist Church we 

knew even 5 years ago.  So who are we?  If someone was to look at our church what would they see?  

Well, they would see that we are an integral part of the monthly food bank, we are involved with the 

University for the first time in years and hope to expand that ministry, they would see we have a Wesley 

nurse with a new Mobile Medical Center van, and a diabetes nurse, and a counselor; they would see our 

Methodist Men are reorganizing, and they would see we put on four events a year that involves 

Kingsville.  We are a church that is moving outside our facility walls.  We have a mission statement 

“Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World”.  We have a vision to be the 

center for spiritual, physical, emotional healing in the Kingsville area.  Maybe people would see we are 

moving out into the mission field.  Maybe people would see we are interacting with our neighbors.  

Maybe they would see we are starting to move toward discipleship.   

 

Maybe, just maybe, change is good. 

 

   By Angel Vela 
 

Free Food Friday is a campus ministry that caters to students at Texas A&M University-

Kingsville. Last year, we served around 170 plus students each week.  Students, Faculty and 

Staff enjoyed chicken tacos, sausage wraps and such, and we also have vegetarian options. 

While nourishing their bodies, students are encouraged to do prayer requests to nourish their 
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spirits. There have been times that the prayer line was longer than the food line. Some would 

only go to the prayer line and not even pick up any food. We’ve even had people ask to pray 

with us. Our own Karen Meadows gives out free hugs which many students enjoy.  Last year, 

was an exciting time to show God’s love. This coming year, our plan is to increase the number 

of people we serve and increase the amount of prayer requests. We will continue also having 

fun by doing raffles and giving out prizes such as gift cards and concert tickets. This ministry has 

been made possible by donations from our very own congregation. We pray that our ministry 

grows big and able to reach more students that may just need a little help with food and a 

prayer.  

    

   
 

Health Ministries \Wesley Nurse    by Ann Harrell 

Our Church Health Ministries continues to work with Christ Methodist and the regional Food Bank to 
help organize and distribute food delivered by their mobile food bank once a month.  There are so many 
people that come together to make this possible and we owe much to volunteers from Naval Air Station 
Kingsville.  Their organizational skills and enthusiasm are so much appreciated.  There are multiple 
opportunities for us to minister in a variety of ways to the recipients of the food, but I find it continually 
amazing how many times they minister to me as I talk with them. 
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We are very blessed to have Kathy Hurst as our Wesley Nurse.  She is very humble, but I need to let you 
know that for the short 8 months she has been here, she has made contacts all across the community so 
that she can serve as a resource and help as many as possible.  She’s developed collaborative 
relationships with representatives from the hospital, nursing and rehabilitation facility, Texas Agrilife 
Extension, rural transportation services, mental health crisis entities, Community Action and many, 
many more.  She’s in the midst of working with others on an American Diabetes Association Community 
Walk and looks forward to church members participating in the walk in November. 
 
Her work within our CLC includes the community exercise class (see pictures), weight loss support group 
and health education.  Her diabetes education assistance is unique in that it is one-on-one rather than a 
classroom setting.  This method helps the client feel freer to ask questions and discuss issues they might 
never bring up in a group setting.   She’s also worked with the Methodist Children’s Home to schedule 
parenting classes in the CLC. 
 

            
 
Outside of the CLC, Kathy is very busy with community health nursing, particularly for those who have 
no insurance and maybe haven’t seen a doctor in years.  She has a very minimal budget but can use it 
wisely to get enough gas for someone to get to an appointment or get bandages to someone that 
doesn’t have another resource. She’s gotten mental health assistance for someone in crisis, gone to 
Falfurrias to present as part of a “Healthy Cooking Series”, and has helped obtain a charity care referral 
for someone in Kingsville.  She regularly goes to the First Baptist Church Food Pantry to offer help to 
their recipients and has a weekly chair exercise class at the Weavers of Love Soup Kitchen on Lee Street. 
 
If you know of someone without insurance or other resources and know they need help, call Kathy at 
361-592-3786.  If she can’t help the person directly, she’ll do all she possibly can to help them find the 
person or entity that can.  Kathy tells me she feels God directed her to this job.  I believe her.  Stop by 
and visit with Kathy at her office in the CLC if you ever have a health question or just want to learn how 
to live a healthier lifestyle.  

 

 

Children’s Sunday School starts September 11th, 9:40AM – 10:30AM. Location -TBA 
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Communications Team: Coming together for a purpose by Kathy Pawelek 

About 15 months ago, God called 6 women of varying gifts and talents to form the Communication 

Team, as part of the Healthy Church Initiative.  Our team was charged with strengthening our church’s 

communication needs.  Although it may seem as if things have not emerged as planned or progressed at 

an expected rate, our team has made significant contributions in the revitalization of our church. We 

had a church-wide member information drive to update our member and visitor database – giving our 

pastor and church office a better perspective on who makes up our church.  We also revived the Spire 

newsletter, updated our website, enhanced our giving/tithing options, and still have a few other items in 

the works. 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose. – Romans 8:28 

I can see God’s plan for our team (& church) unfolding in this time of [Pastor] transition. Everything 

happens at God’s rate and His purposes for us all, even for our church, is unveiled at His pace.  

A small task force has come together, under Pastor Valli’s direction, to bridge the communication gap 

among our worship service, bulletin, and PowerPoint presentation. The group is made up of 

representatives from the Worship Team, PowerPoint Team [those individuals creating the PowerPoint 

that runs during worship], Church Office Staff, and Communication Team.  

Here are a few highlights from our first meeting: 

 The Spire will be published monthly with new featured articles monthly, including a prospective 

outlook on the next couple of months. 

 We will do an update campaign to ensure we have the most up-to-date contact information for 

all our members and frequent visitors – see a Communications Team member to update your 

information. 

 We will start a database on our college student members and frequent visitors – see Angel Vela 

to get your college student on the list. 

 New look to prayer request cards and will periodically change in color. This will help our church 

office keep track of prayer requests and update the prayer list. 

 Revised bulletin and updated church brochure will be a future project. 

 Facebook will be used for promotion of our ministries and updates on birth/death 

announcements. 

 

Finance Corner by Ricki Cunningham 

The Finance Committee has been hard at work!  We have reviewed the Church’s polices of 

handling money and have made some changes to better meet with the Standards of the Book 

of Discipline, which required two non-related persons counting the offering after the services.  

We are happy to report that we have almost twenty individuals that have volunteered to do 

this task and we are in the process of getting those people trained. 
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As many of you know, our Parsonage was paid off in June, which certainly helps with finances.  

Unfortunately, there was some work that needed to be done at the parsonage, i.e. interior and 

exterior paint, new fencing etc. which cost us, but that now being done, we have started off 

with our new Pastor taking up residence in a much improved parsonage! 

We are now reviewing current positions on the church staff and their salaries and hope to have 

that completed by the end of September! 

Year to date we are at approximately 53% of our budgeted income and at 48.67% of our 

expenses.  That is not at all bad, but it could be better.  Our apportionments are at 40% paid at 

this time, but we expect to be working on those in the next few months! 

We did have a small problem with a past due bill at H.E. B. for $133.00 which apparently came 

in while Tina was out sick. By the time that she came back to work the check was in the mail but 

we missed the past due date.  I want to personally assure everyone that it is not nor will it ever 

be our policy to be late in paying bills of any kind at any time. 

We are making good progress, but as always this church needs to always be prayerfully looking 

at ways that we can bring programs and work areas that not only nurture our members but also 

the community in which we live.  In order to accomplish that, we will need the resources to 

meet those needs. I challenge you to look deep in your hearts and answer the question:  What 

are we doing with the resources that God has seen fit to bless us with? 

 

Hospitality Committee    by Sandra Rideout-Hanzak 

The Hospitality Committee would like some volunteers to serve as Parking Lot attendants.  We would 

like a few people for both early and late service and Sunday School to walk folks from their cars, direct 

new people to the right place, and escort folks with an umbrella during rainy days, etc.  Please let Sandra 

Hanzak (361-219-1861), Debbie Byrd, Peggy Genz or Angela Galvan know if you are interested.   

 

Methodist Men’s Group is on the move   by Keith Pawelek 

The newly formed Methodist Men’s Group has hit the ground running in an effort to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ. Our group has decided to be active both within our church and out in the community. 

Before we dive into what we are working on, we would like to invite any man within our church to join 

us and be a part of the good work we are doing. There are numerous projects on the horizon and we can 

use men of all ages.  
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Our first official project was the 

construction and instillation of a 

handicap ramp for a Kingsville family. 

This was a joint project with the 

Kingsville Noon Rotary. Together we 

were able to provide a family in need 

safe access to their home, which is 

something many of us take for 

granted. We were truly blessed with 

a project that brought us together 

for a few hours to work as a team 

and humbled by the families’ appreciation for what truly changed their lives. 
 

Our second project, as many of you have seen 

already, is the Flood Bucket Drive. As with many 

things we are doing, this is not a solo mission; 

we have put on the boots to organize this drive, 

but the entire church is being urged to help 

donate and challenge others to do the same.  

Many of our Sunday School classes and other 

church groups have not only pledged buckets, 

but have assisted in other aspects of the drive. 

The anticipated end date for this drive is 

Sunday, September 11. With the recent floods, 

these buckets are just one of the many ways we 

can reach out with a helping hand to those in 

need.  

In addition to these two projects, we have 

adopted a stretch of highway, located on FM 

628 near Kings Inn. We are planning our first 

cleanup in September. This will give our group 

the ability to not only clean up litter along the 

road, but it helps clean a portion of our county, 

community, and the environment that many of 

our members utilize in various ways. 

This is just the beginning to what the Methodist 

Men’s group intends to do with more projects 

coming soon. If you are a man that attends our 

church, we challenge you to join our group.  

“If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ” 1 Peter 4:11 

Flood Bucket List: 

Liquid laundry detergent –50-oz. total -bottle(s) only 

Liquid household cleaner – Two 16-oz. liquid cleaners that 

can be mixed with water (No spray cleaners) 

Dish soap – 16-28 oz. bottle any brand 

Air freshener – 1 can aerosol or pump 

Insect repellant spray – one 6-14 oz. aerosol or spray        

Scrub brush – one (plastic or wooden handle) 

Cleaning wipes (18) hand wipes or reusable wipes; No terry 

cleaning towels 

Sponges (7) - No cellulose sponges due to mold issues 

Scouring pads (5) No stainless steel, or SOS pads with soap 

Clothespins (50) 

Clothesline 100-ft. total (cotton or plastic)  

24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags (33 - 45-gallon) 

Dust masks (5) 

Kitchen dishwashing gloves (2 pr) multi-use  

Work gloves – 1 pr Cotton/leather palm or all leather 
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Pastor Valli’s Perspective 

While organizing the back bedroom of the parsonage, I came across a box of forgotten photos.  It was a hodge 

podge of my kid’s school pictures and Christmases long ago.  By all standards it was a fairly small box.  But, this 

very small box took me four or more hours to sort through.  I stopped what I was doing. Got down on the floor and 

started pouring over every single picture.  Before long most of the bedroom floor was covered with slices of life. 

Photographs are that way.  They are like a small slice of life.  Each image brings back a specific time, or place, or 

the memory of a loved one.  For just a moment we can fall back into a memory.  Another thing I like about a photo 

is that it is honest.  While some are supremely beautiful, others are a bit rough around the edges.  Most of the 

time we take picture to mark a special occasion, like a birthday, or an anniversary, or to mark the “First”.   You 

know what I mean, your child’s first birthday, or their first steps.  I had a picture of my first car.  Other times we 

take images of the last.  Like, that was the last Thanksgiving Nanny was still with us.  The last time we were in High 

School.  

September is a season for making memories.  Our children begin preschool or are promoted to the next grade.  

Some of them move to a whole new school while others have graduated from high school or college.   These snap 

shots of life are time tokes.  Are they not?  When I find myself marveling at the passage of time, as if it has never 

ever happened like this before, scripture reassures me that everything that happens is in keeping with God.   So for 

you parents and grandparents who have kindergarten round up and high school graduates this year, take a picture 

and take a breath.  Take a few moments and consider the third chapter of Ecclesiastes. 

There is a time for everything, 

And a season for every activity under heaven: 

A time to be born and a time to die, 

A time to plant and a time to uproot, 

A time to kill and a time to heal, 

A time to tear down and a time to build, 

A time to weep and a time to laugh, 

A time to mourn and a time to dance, 

A time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 

A time to embrace and a time to refrain,  

A time to search and a time to give up 

A time to keep and a time to throw away, 

A time to tear and a time to mend,  

A time to be silent, 

And a time to speak, 

A time to love and a time to hate,  

A time for war and a time for peace. 
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On the Horizon 

October 2 World Communion Sunday 

October 16 Stewardship Campaign begins and ends November 13 

October 23 Children’s Sabbath, Children Grades 3 - 5 will receive their Bibles 

November 6 All Saint’s Day 

November 13 Commitment Sunday Meal following 

November 20 Worship Committee will meet for lunch and decorate for Advent 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent 

December 11 Children’s Christmas Program followed by Advent Fellowship Meal 

December 24 Two Christmas Eve Services 

December 25 Cookies and Carols 9:00AM, Worship 10:00AM 

December 26 – 30 Office Closed 

January 1, 2017 One Worship Service 10:00AM 
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