
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “By loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of 
Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg 
County. Through healing ministries, we lead people through an 

intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting 

God’s people to each other, the community, and Jesus.  Lives will be 
changed though God using us!” 

  

Member Spotlight: Blaine Wise 

                                  By Lucille Kruse 

Faithful Steward 

“As soon as I walked in, I knew I had found my church home” – this 

from Blaine Wise in remembering the warm embrace he felt at his first 

time in the First United Methodist Church in Kingsville. It was in 1979 

that Blaine and his wife Susan became members of the congregation. 
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Blaine has great fond memories of their first Sunday School class (Fellowship Class) with 

Betty Mann as the teacher. The room was full of couples.  Close and lasting bonds were formed 

among them as well as their children – true fellowship. 

Since that time, the church has kept his life busy and full of projects, “drives,” and many 

church ministries. He taught several Sunday School classes, spent 10 years as MYF co-leaders, 

and is still involved with the Methodist Men.  He also served on numerous committees, but 

mainly the Trustees.  Currently Blaine has a position on the Trustees trying to keep up with the 

maintenance of the church.  He sees that repairs are done when needed. He is often seen doing 

jobs himself – like painting the iron fencing at the front of the courtyard. When asked how he 

came to have his strong connection to the church and his faith, he said, “My Mother.” Even as a 

mother of four, she found time to work in her Methodist Church with great devotion. 

Blaine feels a passion for the outdoors -- beginning with fishing in secluded lakes with 

his father in his young years and being allowed to roam and explore. After moving to Kingsville, 

Blaine has had a fishing boat that he takes into the gulf for fishing and scuba diving. He shares 

fishing trips with friends and they share hunting trips with him. One of the highlights in his life 

was scuba diving at the Great Barrier Reef in Australia. In some years past Blaine wrote a 

column about nature and the outdoors for the local newspaper. 

Although in different San Antonio high schools, Blaine and Susan “discovered” each 

other. After graduation, Susan chose to come to Texas A&I because her father was an ardent 

alumnus. Blaine followed. They graduated and married in 1972. Blaine, with a major in Biology, 

was delighted to accept a job at the Celanese Plant near Bishop where he worked until 

retirement a few years ago. Blaine and Susan are parents of two daughters and have two 

grandchildren. 

The congregation can only say, “Thank you, Blaine, -- you are truly a blessing.” 

 

Community Connection Team    by Liisa Hewitt 

Our 2nd Annual Stride for Health 5K/10K Run & Walk is fast approaching! The Run and Walk will be held 

on November 19th, come rain or shine. We are seeking Sponsorships for the Stride for Health 5K/10K 

Run and Walk. Sponsorships cover the cost of the Run/Walk and more importantly, provide funds to be 

awarded to our area Non-Profits. We need your help!  We all have a particular business that we 

frequent, or have a friend that is a business owner or manager. If you would be comfortable delivering a 

packet (letter of introduction and sponsorship information) to just this one location, we will be effective 

in raising enough funds to make this event successful! If you can help with this essential task, please 

contact Liisa Hewitt (522-0268). 
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The Community Connection Team hosted an event on Thursday, Sept. 22 titled “Don’t Be Hog Tied, Be 

Hog Safe” for TAMUK freshman. After a welcome and a blessing of the meal by Pastor Blair, students 

were served a dinner of lasagna, garlic bread, and salad. Students were also able to pick their favorite 

homemade dessert from a table full of options. Speaker Arnold Salazar, a UPD Detective, gave a very 

informative slide show and played videos on how to be safe on campus and in the community. Carmen 

Kraatz, our master of ceremonies, had the pleasure of giving away numerous door prizes including HEB, 

Walmart, Starbucks gift cards and 15+ gift bags donated by CKWRI and TAMUK Colleges. The students 

were very appreciative of the event! 

 

Mark Your Calendar  

The Health and Wellness Fair will be on Saturday, January 21st from 10am to 1pm. 

A Huge Thanks to everyone who 

baked a homemade dessert or 

gave a monetary donation. We 

are grateful for your service! 
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Church Update by Chris Genz 

Healthy Church Initiative Update  On Saturday October 15th, Rev. Dr. Bob Allen, the Director of 

Congregational and New Faith Community Vitality for the Rio Texas Conference, came and gave the 

Church Council and HCI teams a HCI refresher course.  We are about a year and a half into this new 

system and we needed some guidance.  We needed to figure out the next step.  The group found out 

that we are on track.  We have made positive steps in turning our church around.  We have been and 

are living our church’s vision statement.  We are striving to be a center of healing for the city of 

Kingsville and Kleberg County.  We have started moving out into the mission field.  We are trying to 

figure out who our neighbors are and how to make disciple of Jesus Christ.  Yes, we have to tweak our 

process, but we left that meeting with a new positive feeling about our Single Board System and a new 

energy about our goals.   

 

Health Ministries by Ann Harrell 

 
The Health Ministries group met September 27th with Wesley Nurse, Kathy Hurst to share information 
and project updates.  Kathy continues to be just as busy as our last report, if not busier.   
 
For example, she is our liaison with the Coastal Bend Wellness Foundation’s mobile health clinic that 
comes to our CLC on alternate Wednesdays.  They were not operating during the summer but planned 
to return to the area beginning in September.  Their services are primarily for individuals without 
insurance, so charges are on a sliding scale and affordable.  The Foundation is responsible for their 
marketing and we’re hoping to see more of that in the coming months, so that the client base grows.  
We can help by spreading the word among the community and referring people to Kathy.  She will help 
them get in touch with clinic contacts and make sure they know when the clinic is scheduled in 
Kingsville. 
 
If you are a diabetic and know others who are, Kathy is also working with the American Diabetic 
Association and others on a Diabetes Walk scheduled for November 5th at Texas A&M University 
Kingsville.  You can help by participating in the walk or by being a volunteer……handing out water 
perhaps.  Contact Kathy for specifics. 
 
I met with members of the Community Connections Team on October 10th to begin working with them 
on the second Health and Wellness Fair to promote healthy living.  Evaluations of the event were very 
positive this past January and we hope to replicate that success.  The Fair is scheduled for January 21, 
2017 in the CLC.  We’re meeting again in November to continue moving forward. 
 
You may have heard that there are some funding issues with the future of the regional Food Bank’s 
monthly mobile food distribution in Kingsville at Christ Methodist Church.  We have provided manpower 
and assistance on the day of distribution, but Christ Methodist has thus far borne the cost and 
administration of the project.  Pastor Valli has been in contact with the pastor at Christ church and I 
understand that funds are likely available through the first of the year.  That is wonderful news for the 
food recipients as we enter the holiday season, but a long term solution is still needed.  Your prayers for 
these people and this project are welcomed. 
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Wesley Nurse    

November 2016- Seasons of Wholeness Message 

Medications are used to maintain a certain level of health, prevent an illness, or cure a physical 

condition.  In order to reap the most benefits of your medications it is important to understand why you 

need the medication, how to take it, how to store it, and what to expect from it.  It is very import to 

know why your doctor has prescribed them and how they are supposed to improve your health. Ask the 

doctor what side affects you might experience, what you should do if you miss a dose, and how long the 

course of mediation should last. According to the World Health Organization only around 50% of people 

typically follow their doctor’s orders when it comes to taking prescription drugs—and the rates are 

lower for certain medical conditions.  Remembering to take your medicine is the key to compliance.  

Medicines will be effective only when taken as prescribed by your physician. 

Most everyone at some point has medication in their cupboard that they no longer take or which is 

expired.  Proper disposal is important to ensure that no one takes the medication unintentionally or 

illegally and to protect the environment.  DO NOT FLUSH UNUSED MEDICATIONS. Recent environmental 

impact studies report that this could be having adverse impact on the environment.  Talk with your 

pharmacist about disposal.  Lastly, check with your local sheriff’s office for their community drug “take 

back” program that centrally gathers medication for safe disposal.  These methods prevent our water 

supply from being contaminated. 

Generic medications can provide great savings and are as effective as the brand name meds.  According 

to the Food and Drug Administration, before generics can be sold, they must go through a rigorous 

examination in order to show they are as effective as their brand name counterparts.  Next time you 

receive a prescription, ask your doctor whether a generic is available for substitution and if it would 

work for you. 

Medications should be helpful not hurtful.  Learn as much as you can to get the greatest benefit from 

them. 

Your Wesley Nurse, Kathy Hurst 

 

Methodist Men’s Group is on the move   by Keith Pawelek  

Methodist Men’s group has been busy lately with many activities that we hope are touching the lives of 

others. In our meeting this month, we decided to meet together monthly to fellowship and plan out our 

various activities as a group. As always, we invite all men interested to join us at our next meeting, 

Tuesday, November 15th, at the Community Life Center at 6:00 pm.  

If you have questions or would like to know more about our group please contact Keith Pawelek at 

kpawelek2001@gmail.com or by phone at 361-246-0056.  

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 NIV 

mailto:kpawelek2001@gmail.com
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Ramp Project: United Methodist Men have teamed up with the Noon Kingsville Rotary Club to help 

members of our Kingsville Community.  Our next project is set for Saturday, November 5th, 8 AM-12 PM 

at 322 E Henrietta.  There will be a pre-build at the home of Randy Foust; 231 Lonnie Ln, in Ricardo on 

November 3rd from 4:30 PM until we finish the pre-build (should only take a couple of hours).  All of the 

tools are provided, all of the materials are provided, and we just need to provide the manpower to help 

the family.     By Randy Foust  

Church Wide – Adopt a Highway – Project On Saturday October 22nd, 10 brave souls from our church 

tackled 2 miles of FM 628 and picked up 25 LARGE bags of trash along the road.  It was the first of many 

of our Adopt a Highway clean up days.  If you drive along that stretch of road, approximately 1 mile on 

either side of the King’s Inn Restaurant, you will see two big blue signs saying First United Methodist 

Men.  We have adopted this stretch of road to show the county that our church is a responsible citizen 

in this county.  This is a church wide project organized by the Methodist Men.  Don’t worry, if you 

missed this clean up, you will have more opportunities in the upcoming months and year.   

 
Flood Buckets  Going, Going, Gone.  On Wednesday September 28th Blaine Wise and Chris Genz loaded 

up 46 flood buckets in Blaine’s pick up and headed to the Rio Texas Conference office in San Antonio 

Texas.  Even though this was a Methodist Men’s project, it was our church that reached out beyond our 

church’s wall and helped our neighbors in need.  Not sure if we helped people in Louisiana or the people 

in the Florida, but I do know that we, the First United Methodist Church Kingsville, helped 46 families 

somewhere in the United States.  We had fun upping our goal from collecting 10 buckets to 50 buckets, 

we had fun tracking the buckets as they came in, we had fun buying the cleaning stuff, we even had a 

fun Bucket stuffing party.  But when we were done with our fun, we helped 46 families.  After Blaine and 

I unloaded the buckets in San Antonio, I felt connected with the greater Methodist church, connected 

with UMCOR and connected with the people we were trying to help.  Next year we need to set our goals 

even higher but for now, thanks FUMCK.   
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Finance Committee 

Fall is in the air and it is time that our thoughts and minds start turning to the holidays and Christmas 

and the magic that it brings! Our church will play a most important part of this time, and as such, it is 

also a time that we need to pray about how much we have been blessed in our lives through the love of 

Jesus Christ and what that means for us as Christians. 

As you know, we are embarking on a Capital Campaign which will allow us to be able to plan for the 

ministries that we have felt called by God to do in this community! The Church finances are not the 

reason that we give, although there is that necessary consideration that is just plain practical. After all, 

the bills and staff need to be paid, and the utilities need to be on and working, our campus needs 

maintenance and repairs, etc.  But the real reason that we give, is our sacrificial need to give back what 

we have been blessed with in our lives.  The Capital Campaign is a way to spend some prayerful time 

deciding what your sacrifice will be to the church for the next year.  I pray that you will have a fruitful 

year and that will be reflected in the church finances! 

Ricki Cunningham, Finance Chair 

 

Pastor’s Perspective for November 2016 

Our Methodist denomination officially began on December 25th, 1781 at Lovely Lane Methodist Church. 

It was at this historic meeting that our forefathers and mothers voted to pool their financial recourses to 

take care of the “Supper Annotated” clergy.  These were the Circuit Riders who did the lion’s share of 

the ministry on the frontier.  A Circuit Rider’s average life expectancy, in the late 1800’s was 25 years 

old.  Many of them perished of consumption, dysentery, or exposure long before they reached their 25th 

birthday.   

The Christmas Conference decided and voted to pool their resource to provide a small pension for the 

clergy and their families.  This was the Methodist Church’s first “apportionment”.  Since then we, the 

United Methodist Church, have continued this practice of pooling our resources.  We do this for several 

reasons.  One important reason is to provide a nonprofit umbrella to all Methodist churches no matter 

how large or small. In doing this the local church is saved thousands of dollars. 

Apportionments also allows us to have a greater impact on the world, our nation and our communities.  

For example, the apportionment for World Benevolence supports missions across the world in countries 

like Africa and Mexico, as well as the United states. Programs like Africa University, Lydia Patterson 

Institute, and No More Malaria do the work of Christ on behalf of the United Methodist Church. These 

mission programs and many more, have changed the lives of thousands of people. World Benevolence 

Fund provides hope and dignity across the world on behalf of the United Methodist denomination and 

for the love of Christ. 

Like the Christmas Conference of 1781, we have continued to support the clergy and laity that have 

given their life’s work to the United Methodist Church.  We provide them with a fair retirement pension 

and with adequate life and health insurance.  The Rio Texas conference (our conference) votes every 

year for support of all its pastors in this way.  After we are fully vested, all our pastors, no matter how 
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large or small their congregation, is being given the same retirement pension and health insurance.  This 

is part of the local church apportionment.   The Conference, i.e. the Bishop and the cabinet, are 

responsible for providing and appointing suitable and Godly pastors to all local United Methodist 

churches in the Rio Texas Conference.   

District apportionments help provide youth camps and retreat, children’s camps and programming that 

will enhance the local church.  We have hosted many of these events.  Membership to Discipleship is a 

program that coach’s laity, as well as pastors, with strategies for the mission field.  Our District 

apportionments fund campus ministries and grass roots projects like “Project Transformation”, which is 

a summer program run by college students to teach literacy to at-risk youth.  The District apportionment 

also provides pay for our district superintendent and his or her staff. 

As you can see, United Methodist Apportionments are vital to the United Methodist Global church, the 

Rio Texas Conference, the Coastal Bend District and our local church--Kingsville First United Methodist 

Church.  It is important to me, as your pastor to pay all of our apportionments every year.  This year we 

are behind in our giving.  I invite you to prayerfully consider giving toward this effort.  If you have any 

questions about where our apportionments are or how they are spent feel free to ask me.  I am proud of 

our United Methodist denomination and proud to be your pastor. 

  

 

 

Grace and Peace,    Rev. Valli 



THE SPIRE P A G E  | 10 

  
 

 

 

 

 



THE SPIRE P A G E  | 11 

  
 

On the Horizon 

December 4th  Second Sunday of Advent (Hanging of the Greens) 

December 9th  6:00 Staff and Volunteer Christmas Party 

December 11th  Children’s Advent Program and All Church Advent Dinner 

                            6:00-9:00 Christmas Open House at  Pastor Valli’s  

December 18th  Choir Cantata 

December 24th Christmas Eve Services: 5:00 Family Service, 7:00 Candlelight and Holy Communion 

December 25th  Christmas Day 9:00  ‘Happy Birthday Jesus Party’ Intergenerational Sunday School 

                             10:00-11:00 One Worship Service 

 December 23rd – January 1st  Office Closed 

January 1st  One Worship Service (Church Breakfast and 10:00 Worship) 

 


