
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “By loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of 
Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg 
County. Through healing ministries, we lead people through an 

intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting 

God’s people to each other, the community, and Jesus.  Lives will be 
changed though God using us!” 

 

Member Spotlight  
Our church is blessed to be a part of community where we have such a 

diverse population of people from all over the world.  The Navy base, TAMUK, 

and Border Patrol provide a constant influx of people waiting to hear the Good 

News.  Our  website offers us an 

opportunity to show the world what 

our church is doing to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  It takes a lot of 

work to keep up  the website with all 

our activities and happenings.   

Meet Elisa Perales, 

webmaster for FUMC Kingsville’s 

website.   She maintains and 

updates all aspects of our website, from 

the calendar to technical errors.  She 

is ready to help advertise your upcoming activity, and post events, pictures, and 

information.   

Elisa is a Sophomore Music Education major from Donna, Texas.  She is 

right at home in the Methodist church as her father is the Pastor at Christ United 

Methodist Church in Stockdale, Texas (about 45 minutes from San Antonio).  As 

a college student, Elisa has a joint membership between her home church and 

our church.  We are grateful for her skills and talents that allow FUMC Kingsville 
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the opportunity to show how our ministries are making a difference in many lives.  

Right now, we have thousands of prospective students making decisions on whether to attend 

college in Kingsville, and parents looking to see what the town has to offer.  This is your chance to help 

us spread the Good News, highlight all the things you are doing with your ministries, and show the 

community we have many events planned.  If your ministry has an upcoming event, pictures from a 

recent activity, or updated information, please email Elisa at webmaster.fumck@gmail.com.  

Community Connection Team by Jeanine Birdwell 

 

The Health and Wellness Fair was a success! Over 200 people from our community attended the health 

fair held at Community Life Center on January 30, 2016. Vendors 

provided a wide array of services, information, and screenings 

benefiting all age groups. Vendors included the Pregnancy Resource 

Center, WIC, CHRISTUS Health, Texas A&M Agrilife, Texas A&M Health 

Science Center, Coastal Bend Kidney Foundation and the Coastal Bend 

Blood Center.Bend Kidney Foundation, and the Coastal Bend Blood 

Center.                      

 

Three performances 

featuring the Academy cheer squad, Kingsville Youth 

Ballet Folklorico, and Stage Canvas Dance Studio, drew a 

big audience! The youth of our community have such 

talent! Volunteers from the church made the day run 

smoothly and welcomed guests into our Community Life 

Center.   

 

Our next event will be a family day on 

June 18, 2016. This event will feature 

Grammy Award winning performer, 

David Chicken, and other activities for 

the youth of our community.  

mailto:webmaster.fumck@gmail.com
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service    
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Hitting the Right Notes by Oscar Lara 

I have had the privilege of directing the choir since this past September, since then we as a 

family have brought new and exciting pieces to the services while throwing in a crowd favorite at least 

once a month. I personally feel that the choir gets better and better every Sunday because the songs 

they perform are not only for the ears of our congregation, but also for the ears of our Lord.  

Throughout these past 6 months the choir has grown in numbers and even performed a Christmas 

Cantata the Sunday before Christmas! We are currently working on music to finish off our time in the 

sanctuary which will be around the end of May, and are even beginning to work on music for Christmas 

2016!  

 

There are some really exciting things going on with our church choir, and we would love for YOU to 

come and join us!  If you would like to get ahold of me you can find me in the church choir room at 

6:30 every Wednesday, or you can call or text at (469) 223-3220 with any questions you may have. 

 

Hospitality Team by Sandra Rideout-Hanzak 

The Hospitality Committee has been working on getting nametags printed for all church members and 

regular attendees.  The list we started with was not complete, so please be patient if you haven’t gotten 
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a nametag yet, and be sure to add your name to the list that we will have at the nametag table.  We 

understand that it will be new and different--maybe even a little strange at first--to wear a nametag at 

church, but this is a great way to learn everyone’s names so that we can all know each other better.   

Thank you for supporting this effort! 

You can contribute to hospitality by bringing a baked item for the Welcome Wagon to deliver to 

first-time visitors.  Please wrap it in foil labeled “Welcome Wagon” with the date on it as well.  We are 

keeping items in the freezer until they are needed.  This is a vital part of our hospitality.  New visitors 

receive baked goods later the same day they visited us.  It really helps us convey just how happy we are 

that they chose to worship with us! 

 

Church Update by Chris Genz 

What a difference one year can make.  The 2016 First United Methodist Church Kingsville is 

not the same church as the 2015 First United Methodist Church Kingsville.  Last year at this 

time we were reeling from closing the MCDC.  We also closed the Education Building.  Today 

the Brookshire building is bustling and busy every day.  We have a counselor using it, a diabetes nurse 

using it, Boy Scout and Cub Scouts are using it, an autism group uses it, and we have some self-help 

groups using it.   Our church offices are in the Brookshire building including one for our new Local 

Pastor.  Our Wednesday night prayer service is in the building.   

Last year we decided to change who we are.  We changed from an inward, status quo church to 

an outward looking, community involvement minded church.  We had a 10K/5K run in conjunction with 

the La Posada festivities.  Early this year we had a Health Fair for the city.  We are involved with the 

university with Free Food Friday.  We help our neighbors through assisting with the Food Bank.  After 

her training, we will have another Wesley Nurse. The walking and exercising can start up again in the 

Community Life Center.   

We may still have a way to go, but we are becoming a friendlier, more hospitable church.  Via 

our Healthy Church Initiative, we have a Communication Team, a Hospitality Team, and a Community 

Connection Team.  We are a church on the move again.  We are alive again.  We are moving towards 

being a force, a presence in the City of Kingsville.  2016 is going 

to be an exciting year for The First United Methodist of Kingsville 

Texas.  So come be part of this new church; come and volunteer 

to help with the Grounds Maintenance Team, or join the choir, 

volunteer to be a SS teacher or a SS substitute, give the church an 

hour a month and you could visit our shut-ins,  or make some 

special cookies for the Sunday morning services.  You could even 

be bold enough to ask a friend to join in this new church.  Do you 

want to help shape what this church will look like in the year 

2017?  You could make a difference. 
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Health Ministries Committee by Ann Harrell 

Such an exciting time!  Working with the Community 
Connections Team planning for our first Health and 
Wellness Fair was a genuinely fun experience along 
with plenty of work.  The culmination of that work 
arrived on January 30th and I’m sure is described well by 
that team in their article for the Spire.   
 
From a health ministry perspective, it was tremendous.  
Several of the participants from our Mobile Food Bank 
activity came to the fair so we were able to build on 
those relationships and provide them with additional 
resources.  They, along with the many others in 
attendance, could browse among the tables to get 
diabetes screening, learn about teeth and mouth 
health, have basic health assessed, learn about early 
childhood and pregnancy resources, taste healthy 
smoothies and popcorn, and discover community 
agencies that assist in pediatric rehabilitation, and 
much, much more.  

 
Kathy Hurst, our new Wesley Nurse, has been very busy.  
She had a table at the Health and Wellness Fair and talked 
with many attendees about how she can help or make 
connections with others to solve problems.  Also, she will 
reinstitute the exercise program at the end of February. 
 
In addition, Kathy has helped us make a new connection that 
has great potential to provide additional health services at 
our location in the very near future.  The connection is with 
the Coastal Bend Wellness Foundation out of Corpus Christi.  
We had an initial meeting with the Chief Operating Officer.   
We’ll have more about the details as they become available 
and are formalized, but the outcome of our relationship 
would provide a mobile health clinic at regular intervals 
adjacent to the Community Life Center.   
 

The Coastal Bend Wellness Foundation has been, “Providing wellness and health initiatives to the Texas 
Coastal Bend, since 1986”, but has recently been designated as a Federally Qualified Health Center or 
FQHC.  Wikipedia defines FQHCs as, “community-based organizations that provide comprehensive 
primary care and preventive care including health, oral, and mental health/substance abuse services to 
persons of all ages, regardless of their ability to pay or health insurance status.”  This possibility is an 
exciting and very real way for our church to work toward fulfilling its mission of being a center for health 
in our community.   Good things are happening!! 
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Upcoming Sermons 
Lent Sermon Series is “The Teachings of Jesus”.  This is walk 
through the gospel of Luke.  Titles include; “The Night Shift 
People”, “The Disabled and the Sick”, “The Thief on the 
Cross”,   “The Blind Beggar” and “Taking the Floor”.  Our 
Easter Sermon will be “The Worst Thing is Never the Last 
Thing”.  All of these messages point to Jesus’ ministry to those 
society has cast aside, are made to feel unworthy or been 
oppressed.  Jesus sought those people out to tell them that 
God Loves Them. 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Jim 
 

 What a wonderful time to be part of this ministry.  We have new ministries forming, we are 
undergoing a reorganization of our committees to make it easier to get things done, we are baptizing 
children, we are getting youth ready for Confirmation and it is the season of Lent all at the same time.  
God is at work!   
 Lent is a time for us to prepare ourselves for the crucifixion of Jesus followed by his resurrection 
at Easter.  It is a time for us to pray, meditate and be ready for what Jesus is about to do in our lives.  
Please join people all over the world in preparing to meet the risen Savior and join Him in saving the 
world.   
 This is also a time when our church is preparing to join the Savior in saving the world.  Our new 
ministries and reorganization are aimed exactly at this target.  It is time for this church (and all churches) 
to reengage their community in order to demonstrate to them that we are serious about the work of 
our Savior.  This will take the efforts of all of us.  In some ways it is similar to what many people do 
during Lent.  They focus on what Jesus is doing in their lives, they do something different than they do 
normally.  This takes extra focus, extra effort, and extra prayer.  With God’s help, this ministry can 
change and grow into the ministry that God so desires. 
 

“If it is to be, it is up to me.  Work like it all depends on you, because it does.  Pray like it all 
depends on God, because it does.” 

 

Youth Activities and Updates by Cassandra Cochran 
 
It’s that time again for the Youth Rummage Sale. Get a jump on your spring cleaning by bring your 
unused articles of clothing, furniture, kitchen needs, etc. to the CLC no later than March 4th. The youth 
will be more than happy to include it in their annual rummage sale which will be held March 5th at 8:00 
am. So spread the word. 
  
The youth meets every Sunday after the 11:00 am worship service. We enjoy a lite lunch and share the 
week’s events. Every third Sunday the youth enjoy an outing. This Month we will be going to “Get Air” 
Trampoline Park.  So come and Get some Air. Reserve your spot to ensure you get a ticket. Call 361-296-
4229 or call the church office.  Go Fight Win for God!  Pastor John 
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Free Food Fridays by Jeffery Byrd 

Free Food Friday is a campus ministry where our church volunteers cook and serve food for our TAMUK 
college students and faculty. Our team meets at 8:30 am in the Community Life Center and leaves for 
campus, to the AG Building, about 10:15 am. All are welcome to participate in this ministry whether it be 
monetary, helping prepare food in the kitchen, or going to campus. We currently serve 160-170 
students every Friday when students are on campus. We also offer a “Prayer Box” for students to write 

prayer requests.  One of our volunteers, Karen Meadows, 
received the opportunity to share why we are doing what we are 
doing. The young man happened to be Palestinian and our 
volunteer shared that our God is a Loving God and he wants us to 
share our Love with others. The young man said, “Thank you,” 
and then said, “even if they are not a believer in your God?” 
Karen said, “yes.” The young man went over gathered some food, 
wrote a prayer on a prayer card, and placed it in the box.  
 Our WHY? We give out “free food” to show the love of 
Jesus Christ.  This witnessing leads to 
opportunities such as Karen’s, when we 
get to share about Jesus.  It is a blessed 
ministry! Come and join us, even for a 
day!!   

 
 
                                                                                                
 

 Finance Corner 

FUMC Kingsville (Adopted August 30, 2015) 

The following budget was constructed to support our Vision Statement: 

 By Loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of Spiritual, Physical and 

Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg County.  Through healing ministries, we lead people 

in an intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting God’s people to each 

other, the community and Jesus.  Lives will be changed through God using us! 

 

 This vision statement calls for this ministry to make an impact in this community.  In order to 

accomplish that several elements must be in place.   

 Communications within and outside the ministry must be improved. (Newsletter, accurate 

contact data, bulletins, website, Facebook, etc.) 

 Increase staffing to allow adequate support to ministries.  (Free Food Friday, Associate Pastor, 

Choir Director, Missions Coordinator, Webmaster, office support, etc.)  
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 Fund events in the community to increase our “visibility”.  (Survey found that even businesses 

on our street do not know where we are.) 

 An intentional method to welcome guests into our church. (We have many guests each year that 

do not get involved in the ministry.  If our efforts could result in 25% of guests getting involved, 

our future would be much brighter.) 

When a ministry is facing a generation of decline, it has two basic choices: 

 Most ministries chose to try to “save” their way to survival.  That is, to cut back expenses so that 

they can survive a little longer.  We all know churches that are in the midst of this strategy. We 

also know that this strategy rarely, if ever results in a turnaround. 

 Other ministries “Invest” to stimulate growth.  Just think of how a business will invest in 

advertising, new inventory and promotions to stimulate new business. 

The leadership has chosen to “Invest” in our future.  For this ministry to grow into the ministry 
that God want it to be, increased funding is a given.  Therefore the budget has been increased 
by $40,835 to $387,462 for 2016.   
Some details: 
The parsonage mortgage will be paid off next year so the line item has been decreased by $21,650.  
This increase includes: 

 $5,000 increase in pastor’s salary (an effort to bring the pastor’s salary in line with others) 

 $1,322 increase in pastor retirement and health insurance rates.  

 $6,000 for the addition of an associate pastor. 

 $1,200 for a webmaster. 

 $2,700 for a Campus Representative. 

 $3,600 for a Choir Director 

 $28,215 for Free Food Friday, Hospitality Team, Communications Team and Community 
Connections Team expenses.  

 
A detailed spreadsheet is available.  

 Children's Ministry by Marge Peterson 

 

Children at First United Methodist Church were 

busy in December with Christmas caroling, cookie 

decorating, and participating in the Christmas Eve 

worship service!  
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Currently, we are studying the miracles of Jesus and the Lord’s Prayer in Sunday School.  We created 

handmade Valentines for people on the church Prayer List and plan to make & deliver Easter “trees” for 

shut in members.    

We haven’t finalized the dates of Vacation Bible 

School yet but if you would like to help in anyway, 

that would be wonderful!  Contact Marge to volunteer! 

 

 

Volunteers to help teach children’s Sunday School classes are still needed, so if you are willing to 

serve God in this way, please call or text Marge Peterson (361-455-1372). 
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Other Church News 

 Lenten Luncheons:   This church will host the Lenten Luncheons this year.  This event has been held 

for many years.  The area churches gather for a simple lunch, followed by a devotional time focused on 

Easter.  The event rotates locations each year with various churches bringing soup, sandwiches and 

cookies each day. A different pastor brings the message each day.  The event begins with lunch at 11:45 

and is aimed at being over by 12:45, so that people can attend during their lunch hour.  These will be 

held Monday, March 21st, Tuesday, March 22nd, and Wednesday, March 23rd in our Community Life 

Center. Please make plans to join with believers from many area churches.   

 
Living Last Supper:  This church will be holding its first “Living Last Supper” on Thursday March 24th 

at 6:00 in our Community Life Center.  This will “recreate” the Leonardo de Vinci masterpiece “The Last 

Supper” using life actors from the congregation.  In this event you will learn more about each of Jesus’ 

early followers and have a better understanding of what they experienced the night before Jesus died 

on the cross.   

 
Good Friday and Easter Worship:  This church will hold Good Friday worship on Friday, March 

25th at 6:00pm.  This is always a meaningful worship.  Come and go to the cross with Jesus.  On Easter 

morning we will have Easter worship at our regular times (8:30 & 11:00).  An Easter Egg hunt will be held 

between the worship services.   

 
Conference Leadership:  In order to fill the void in conference leaders made by the resignation of 

Bishop Jim Dorff, the Council of Bishops has arrived at a unique strategy.  Four current or retired bishops 

will share the leadership until a new bishop takes office in September 2016.  All of these bishops came 

from this conference and are familiar with the area.  The “bishop of record” will be Bishop Janice Huie of 

the Texas Conference, Bishop Mike Lowry of the Central Texas Conference, Bishop Joel Martinez who is 

retired, and Bishop Robert Schnase of the Missouri Conference.  The responsibilities will be divided 

among this “dream team” of bishops.    

 

Youth Basketball Team:  This church is hosting a traveling Youth Basketball team.  The K-Town 

Ballers are practicing in our Community Life Building on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 

7:00 to 8:30.  All of the coaches and players are from Kingsville.  The players are made up of 3rd through 

6th grade boys and girls. The team travels to tournaments 1 or 2 weekends a month throughout the 

year.  The coaches not only are unpaid, they pay to help the team enter these tournaments.   

 We need to thank Rene Galvan, Jr for his support of this effort.  Rene has been opening and 

closing the CLC for each practice, as well as resetting the furniture before and after each practice. Both 

Rene and Pastor Jim have been very impressed with how respectful the team is to each other and how 

grateful they are to this church for giving them a regular place to practice.  (They had been using outside 

parks with the only lighting been supplies by car headlights.)  This is another example of this church 

making a difference in the community.     
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From the Wesley Nurse 

Kathy Hurst, RN 

 

As a Wesley Nurse and part of Methodist Healthcare Ministries, my mission is "Serving Humanity to 

Honor God" by improving the physical, mental and spiritual health of those least served in the Rio Texas 

Conference area of The United Methodist Church.  I am excited to be here in Kingsville to help the 

community in any way I can.   

I am originally from Portland Oregon, but Kingsville was the first city we lived in after we were 

transferred to Texas in 1996.  The people of Kingsville were so welcoming to our family, so it holds a 

special place in my heart and I am honored to be able to give back to such a wonderful community.   I 

worked at Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a Pediatric RN for the last 11 years and leaving was a difficult 

decision. But I felt that I was being called to help in a bigger way and look forward to this new journey. 

 Exercise classes will begin February 29th at 8:30 a.m.  in the Community Life Center and will include both 

exercise DVD’s and open gym for walking.  So, please come and take advantage of this great facility at 

FUMC Kingsville.  Also, feel free to come and visit me anytime at my office in the CLC for a blood 

pressure check, glucose check or any other need you or a loved one may have.   I am looking forward to 

getting to know the congregation and community of Kingsville even better and feel blessed to have the 

opportunity to truly make a difference.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SPIRE P A G E  | 14 

  
 

Prayer List 

 


