
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “By loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of 
Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg 
County. Through healing ministries, we lead people through an 

intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting 

God’s people to each other, the community, and Jesus.  Lives will be 
changed though God using us!” 

 

Member Spotlight by Lucille Kruse 
It was on his walk to Emmaus that Joseph Nunez (Joey) had a stirring 

awareness during what he referred to as “Kairos.” He defined Kairos as “A 

special time of God.” He knew then he wanted to serve God’s purpose in 

some meaningful way.  Through the Kairos group he volunteered to serve as 

part of the prison ministry. 

That was in 2007. Since then he has 

devoted every Monday evening and one 

Saturday each month to meet with the 

prisoners who wish to participate in 

special Christian services. Also some 

time is given to getting to know the 

prisoners individually which Joseph feels 

is especially important. Some have 

never had anyone in their lives who 

truly cared for them. Just listening to 

them appears to give them a sense of 

trust and comfort. 

Joseph has been a member of the First 

United Methodist Church since 2007. He said he got to know Sheldon 

Johnson, a previous minister, and admired his being out in the community 

and befriending people in a Christian inspired way. He wanted to be in 

Sheldon’s church. He now works with the current pastor, Jim Curran who 
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supports the prison ministry and encourages the congregation to help with special food for the inmates 

twice a year and to remember them in prayers. 

After they are released, Joseph continues contact with some of the prisoners he has known – sending 

them birthday cards and exchanging texts – again, letting them know someone cares. He is supported by 

his wife, Lisa, who encourages him in his volunteer prison service. Joseph is admired and appreciated by 

the entire church congregation. 

 

Youth Sunday by John & Cassandra Cochran 

What a wonderful gift First United Methodist Church gives to 
our youth when they allow, encourage and support us to lead 
Sunday Services!  As our youth plan the service, and practice 

the service and lead our church they learn self 
confidence, and time management.  They learn what goes 
into planning and directing every Sunday.  And most of all, 

they learn to rely on God when their stomachs are filled with 
butterflies and their hands are shaking just a little.  As we 

make minor mistakes, and stumble, we are reminded of God’s 
great grace and redemption.  Thank you for allowing us the 

opportunity to worship God, to lead others in worship and to 
stumble and get back up!  OUR God is an AWESOME God, and 
FUMC Kingsville is an AWESOME place to learn, to stumble, to 

get back up, and to GROW in God’s name.   

 

 

Hospitality Team by Sandra Hanzak 

Our Adopt-a-Student program is underway.  If you would like to adopt a college student to spend time 

with your family while they are away from home, the sign-up sheet is in the narthex.  There is more 

information about that program there also. 

Go, Fight, Win 
For God!!! 
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October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

Dear Church Family, 

 The United Methodist Church has established the month of October as Pastor Appreciation 

Month.  This is an opportunity for the congregation to let our pastor know that we appreciate 

him.  This is not intended to be a burden on the membership and there is not a requirement to 

participate.  If you would like to let Pastor Jim know that you appreciate him, the month of 

October would be a great time to do just that!  There are many ways you can express your 

appreciation. Perhaps a card or a simple note, a homemade treat, a cup of coffee or just a visit 

and a warm hug.  

Please consider joining in the observation of Pastor Appreciation Month  

and letting Pastor Jim know that you appreciate him.  

Thank you and God Bless! 

Mary Springs 
allthemkids@yahoo.com 
361-246-0712 

Community Connection Team by Liisa Hewitt 

The Community Connect Team has two events on the calendar 

now. First is the Stride For Health 5K/10K Run and the Explore the 

History of Kingsville: A 3K Walking Tour which will take place on 

November 21. These events are now part of the Ranch Hand 

Festival which has events running all weekend. Please go to 

www.fumck.org  to read all the details and to register for the run! 

Everyone is encouraged to come out and cheer for all the 

runners!          

  Second, the First United Methodist’s Health and Wellness Fair 

will take place on January 30th, from 8am to Noon. Everyone is 

welcome to come for free screenings, door prizes, entertainment 

and much more! 

 

  

Mystery Spot:  How well do you know the church? 

Do you recognize this object? 

Where is it located? 

 
          Look for the answer at the end of this newsletter. 

mailto:allthemkids@yahoo.com
tel:361-246-0712
http://www.fumck.org/
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 Communications Team by Kathy Pawelek 

As our church continues to grow in ministry and strengthen through our HCI Initiative, 

the Communication Team is hard at work behind-the-scenes to support the vision of the 

church.  The Communication Team partnered 

with the Trustees to draft and post perimeter 

map signs on the various buildings of the 

church campus.  We are currently looking into 

a directory sign for the Brookshire Building.  

The website has a new look and feel.  

Our webmaster, Elisa Perales, has been 

working with the Community Connection Team 

and other ministries to get the latest 

information and pictures to show God at work 

in our church and community.  If your ministry 

has an event to post online, activity updates or 

pictures, please share them with Elisa or any member of the Communications Team.   

The church is offering the congregation a new alternative to tithing and giving through 

online donation – credit or debit cards and e-check.  We have chosen a company Vanco 

Solutions, who specializes in payment solutions for faith-based organizations.  In addition, 

Vanco Solutions is endorsed by the General Council on Finance and Administration for the 

United Methodist Church.   Once we finalized all the details with Vanco Solutions, the 

Communications Team will offer many options to educate and set-up those interested in online 

giving.  Many churches who offer an online giving option have seen anywhere from a 20-40% 

increase in their monthly giving (even in their traditional slow peak months).   This option will 

help us capture a more consistent tithe from those who participate. 

    

Futures Committee by Susan Wise 

The Futures Committee has been charged with closing down the Education Building in conjunction with 

the Trustees.  We have researched the chapel donations to see about returning the items to the 

appropriate families, but most are unknown.  In the event we cannot find descendants, we will sell the 

furniture.  We have three people that have expressed interest in chapel pews, so let Susan Wise know, if 

you wish to be on that list.  As for the parlor, we have relocated the dining furniture to the new parlor in 

the CLC.  This was with the help of some great workers at our recent church wide workday.  The 

remaining furniture will be for sale at a future date.  Again, let Susan Wise know, if you are interested in 

a particular piece.  The items in the little kitchen that are still usable will be moved to the CLC.  At a 

future time, we will have an open building “garage sale”.   If you previously bought something upstairs, 

and have not picked it up, you need to do so immediately.  Once the building is closed…..it is closed. 

New signage will direct 

visitors to various 

locations on our church 

campus from the 

Brookshire Building, 

Community Life Center, 

Sanctuary, and 

Education Building. 
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The committee has also initiated the newly painted doors.  This was paid for through donations, as were 

the new sanctuary lighting.  We have more projects that will be discussed after we have finished this 

one. 

Trustees by Blaine Wise 

The trustees have been busy lately!  We implemented a successful lighting upgrade in the sanctuary, by 

updating 98% of the lights to LED bulbs.  Hopefully, these bulbs will last several years.  Future plans 

include repairing or removing the sanctuary gutters, and resealing any gaps that may be leaking at this 

time. 

In addition, we had a very successful workday Saturday (Sept. 19th), at which several projects were 

implemented.  The Brookshire building courtyard was cleaned, handrails were installed on the west 

entrance, parlor furniture was moved to the new parlor in the CLC, and the wheelchair ramp was 

widened in the alley going into the Brookshire building. 

I would like to thank the many folks who have been instrumental in these improvements, as well as the 

many monetary contributors who made these projects possible. 

There is still work to be done, however.  As a good friend often says, “one bite at a time”, and we are 

still chewing!  

 

HCI Update by Chris Genz 

Change, change, change.  If you say it enough maybe it will get easier.  Every time you turn 

around things seem to be changing around the church.  We are back in the sanctuary for our two 

services.  Of course, thanks to some generous gifts and the work of the Trustees, the sanctuary has 60 to 

70 new lights.  We have closed the education building, but the Futures Committee has moved the parlor 

to the CLC.  The Futures Committee also, again with generous gifts, has repainted most of the doors of 

the church – looking good.  We have a new adult Sunday School class.  It is an interactive class with 

people from 20 to 65 year olds.  If you have been thinking about attending a Sunday School class, now is 

a great time.  There is a Confirmation Class that started in September.  This is the first Confirmation class 

we have had in a couple of years – come join us.  The Communication Committee is updating our 

interchurch communication; the Hospitality Committee is reaching out meeting and greeting new 

guests; the Community Connection has huge plan for some new and exciting stuff.  Change, change, 

change – it ain’t all that bad.  Come and see all the changes. 

Upcoming Sermons 

The sermon series for October will be “Wrestling With God”.   This will explore how the life of 
Jacob and his son Joseph can teach us so much about being faithful to God.  Bring your bibles as we will 
use them in each of these sermons.  After this series we will be approaching the holidays. 
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Finances 

 

 

 

 
 

 

June

July

August

June July August

Expense $22,526.82 $28,595.10 $29,769.53

Income $29,271.82 $21,932.67 $28,932.37

Revenue $6,744.92 -$6,662.43 $837.16

Summer Expense Report 

73% 

27% 

Apportionment for Year  $38,186.00 

Paid to Date: $ 27,950.50

Balance: $ 10,235.50
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Thoughts from Pastor Jim 

  The main part of our Mission Statement says that this church will be the center for healing in this 

community.  We currently have several ministries that are aimed at this mission.  But how can each of us 

help someone heal?  In Christianity Today, I read the following:   

In a 2013 NCAA basketball playoff game, Louisville player Kevin Ware suffered a gruesome 

compound fracture.  Players collapsed on the court at the sight of it: some cried and some even vomited.  

Most of Ware’s teammates turned away in horror, with one exception: Luke Hancock rushed to Ware, 

held his hand, and prayed for him.  After the game, when asked why he did that, Hancock said he didn’t 

want his friend to be alone during his extraordinary pain.  

This is the exact ministry known as Stephen Ministers.  These people are trained in how to do 

this.  But each of us can be part of this effort.  The fact is that when people are in crisis, people tend to 

pull away from their family, friends and church.  If we are not paying attention, we will not even know 

they are in crisis, we just know we have not seen them in a while.  That is where you can make a 

difference in the healing process.  By keeping up with your friends, we can avoid this happening.  If you 

do find a friend is in crisis you can “hold their hand and pray for them”.  If the crisis is severe, please 

contact me so that Rev. John or I can visit.  If the crisis is long term, I will consult with the Stephen 

Leaders to determine if a minister should meet with your friend. 

Some of you have been doing this for years and are very good at it. We can all learn from your 

example. By paying attention, you can make a huge difference in the life of this community. 

  

Church Workday Photo Gallery 

  

 

A big “Thank You” to those who came out to work on various projects around our church. 
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Mystery Spot Answer: Does it feel more familiar now? 

 


