
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “By loving God, Loving People and Serving, we aim to be a center of 
Spiritual, Physical and Emotional healing for all people in Kleberg 
County. Through healing ministries, we lead people through an 

intentional process to become disciples of Jesus Christ connecting 

God’s people to each other, the community, and Jesus.  Lives will be 
changed though God using us!” 

 

Member Spotlight  
PATTY JOHNSON FINDS CHURCH HOME                              By Lucille Kruse 

For Patty Johnson, church was not a big part of 

her life until she came to Kingsville. Her neighbor, 

Margaret Anthes, first brought her to visit the 

First Methodist Church in Kingsville when Patty 

and her husband Don came to live here in 2007. 

She has become an increasingly involved church 

member. She serves on the Hospitality Committee 

and the Free Food Fridays meals for university 

students. She helps offer communion. She 

belongs to the Circle of Friends Sunday School class and The Joyful Remnant 

Study Group. Patty is a Stephens Minister who visits ill and grieving members 

of the church. She has made the Walk to Emmaus and attends the gatherings 

of those who have done the walk. She is leader of the Missions in Action 

circle group which previously had nearly dwindled away. 

Patty is the mother of four grown children. She worked as a bookkeeper 

before she and her husband decided to retire, pack a few belongs (including a 

tent) and travel to explore as much of the US as possible. They found they 

were captivated by Alaska -- they stayed there and lived a fascinating and 

adventurous life for ten years. Their home was a small cabin with no 

electricity or running water and only a wood stove to keep them warm in the 

cold that was sometimes as low as 60o below 0. The nearest town called Two 
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Rivers had about 100 residents and was 33 miles NE of Fairbanks. Don and Patty were caretakers in a 

State Regulated Area. Patti drove the snow plow to clear trails to the cabins for winter visitors who came 

with dogs and sleds to practice for races and to train dogs. In a larger lodge that was used in 

summertime, Patty was Princess Outfitter as well as a concierge. 

The wildlife that came near was primarily moose. There were bear signs that indicated the bears passed 

close by. Patty said one of the magnificent experiences there was seeing the aurora borealis – and one 

very special one with sheets of varied colors that seemed to dance to the music on their car radio. And 

the stars seemed close enough to touch. 

After Alaska, Patty and Don came back to Texas and for two years Don drove an 18 wheeler across the 

lower US and Canada carrying and delivering a variety of products. With a map in hand, Patty was the 

navigator who sat beside him. Together they learned much of the landscape of the land as well as the 

people along the way.  

Now Patty and Don are settled in deep South Texas and Patty finds herself active in the First Methodist 

Church where she gives much of her time, energy and devotion. She is truly appreciated. 

Community Connection Team by Jeanine Birdwell 

 

Community Connection Team has been busy planning our next event: 

Family Fun Day. The purpose of this event is to bring families into our 

church and to promote Vacation Bible School. The event will be held 

on June 18, 2016 from 9-1 in the Community Life Center. Our featured 

entertainment will be Emmy Award winning children’s artist David 

Chicken. David Chicken is known worldwide for his children’s songs 

and performances. It will be a special treat for the children of this 

community! We will also have a petting zoo and moonwalks for 

outdoor activities. Lunch will be provided to the families who attend. 

We will need volunteers to help with lunch and supervision. A sign-up 

sheet will be passed around in church mid-May.  

 

Hitting the Right Notes by Oscar Lara 

The choir has been working very vigorously these past 8 months to bring new and exciting anthems to 
11 o'clock worship on Sunday mornings. I have had the pleasure and honor of not only leading these 
very talented musicians, but also building a relationship with the choir. We are currently working on 
music to finish off our time together this spring, and are picking music for the fall when we are all 
reunited. If you are reading this I highly encourage you to come join us at our rehearsals on Wednesday 
nights! It doesn't matter if you are able to sing a tune or not, we'll make a singer out of you! 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/100
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Church Update by Chris Genz 

It seems like things are continuing to change at our church.  New faces, new activities, a new 

leadership processes and new leaders are just a few of the changes.  Does anything stay the 

same?  Did we do anything right 10, 15 or 20 years ago?  Can we revitalize or use anything 

from the past?  Well the answer is absolutely yes.  Last week 14 men got together for an organizational 

meeting for a men’s group in our church.  So does this old idea fit in with our new thinking?  Does it fit 

with our church’s mission and vision statements?  Again the answer is definitely yes?  Does it fit with the 

Methodist Book of Discipline?  Once again the answer is yes.  Our church’s motto is Love God, Love 

People, Serve and that is exactly what we talked about at this first men’s meeting.  We talked about 

building wheelchair ramps.  We also talked about adopting a section of highway to clean.  These ideas 

might seem like small steps for helping our community.  But it is a huge step in our attempt to move 

outside of our church walls.  It is one small step for the Methodist men; but it is one huge step of the 

First United Methodist Church Kingsville.  Our conversation at the meeting was about making a 

difference and I am excited about this (old) change at our church that could make difference to 

our neighbors. 

            

Free Food Fridays by Jeffery Byrd 

   The life and day of Free Food Friday is on the wonderful Texas 
A&M Kingsville campus.  I would first like to thank all involved 
with this ministry.  Whatever contribution you make or have 
made, our Free Food Friday team greatly appreciates it. This 
campus ministry is growing spiritually.  We have gone from 
handing food out to having a prayer box, to prayers in the 
prayer box actually being written by the students; instead of 
asking us to pray, to having an actual out-loud prayer initiated 
by a college student.  Have you ever had an event, 
circumstance, or person that had an IMPACT in your life?  This 
ministry is making this type of IMPACT.  We hear this from 
students.  We have a least a handful of students that tell us 

they look forward to us being on campus, and that it means a lot for us to be providing the service we 
are. I believe we are feeding more than their tummies.  May the Lord continue to bless his children. 
 

God Bless, Jeffrey Byrd & The FFF Team 
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Wesley Nurse by Kathy Hurst 

Spring 2016 Seasons of Wholeness Message from your Wesley Nurse 

                        

There has been great success with the morning exercise class with a daily attendance of 10 or more 

people and a high attendance of 19!  We are having fun not only exercising and getting healthy but are 

also getting to know people from throughout our community.  The one to three mile walking videos are 

the most popular but chair exercises are offered daily and we have started beginners Yoga on 

Wednesday s.  Stop by the Community Life Center at 8:30 a.m. and start your day of with some exercise!   

Beginning in May one Sunday a month I will be available for blood pressure/blood glucose screenings or 

any other need anyone would like to discuss.   Please feel free to stop by my office any time you would 

like to talk or have questions about your health. 

Spring is here and many of us take pleasure in gardening, but it can lead to injuries.  Raking, mulching, 

planting, trimming, and digging can result in pain and stiffness if we are not careful & over-extend 

ourselves.  To enjoy the flowers, vegetables and fruits without pain try these tips: 

Treat gardening as a sport: Warm up and stretch the muscles before beginning. 

Remember good body mechanics 

Use a cushion, stool, or small bench when weeding 

Take frequent breaks:  By stopping to stretch, getting a drink or just enjoying the progress every half 

hour, you minimize your chance of injury or dehydration, 

Stop gardening if fatigued or in pain:  If pain occurs, stop and apply ice to the affected area for 15-20 

minutes at a time to reduce inflammation.  DO NOT USE HEAT-it increases the inflammatory process.  

If pain persists, contact your physician. 

We can learn lessons about God from our garden, since the cycle of plant life is just like the cycle of 

people.  Plants need the right soil, mixture of water, and amount of sunlight to grow to their full 

potential.  God does the same for us, He offers us His love, adds His presence, and encourages us 

through our faith, church, and family.  Like the plant, our spiritual life is a journey through life’s ups and 

downs.  With God’s guidance we come to full bloom and bear God’s love to all of those around us. 

                                                                                                              Your Wesley Nurse, Kathy Hurst 
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Children’s Ministry by Marge Peterson 
Sunday, May 29th, 2016, will be our first worship service in the Community Life Center for Summer, 

2016.  The youth will be in charge of the 11:00 service, and the children’ choir will also participate in this 

special service that day! Be sure to have your elementary age children attend choir practice every 

Sunday at 10:00 in the CLC to prepare for this! Better yet, bring them to Sunday School* at 9:30 in the 

Brookshire Building, and they will go to children’s choir at 10:00! 

*We are still seeking teachers for middle school and pre-kinder Sunday School classes! If God is leading 

you to do this for a while, please call or text Marge Peterson (361-455-1372). 

From Sunday through Thursday, June 19th-23rd, come and “Catch the wave of God’s Amazing Love!” at 

our “Surf Shack” Vacation Bible School from 5:30-8:00 p.m.! We always have a wonderful time 

together, and we need your help in one of these areas: prepare the light supper each day, register 

children, decorate, lead (or help) in the various centers (crafts, music, Bible storytelling, recreation, 

science), or just be there to assist wherever!  Please contact Director Rebecca West (361-455-7616), 

Pastor Jim, or Marge Peterson if you can help some or every evening! You don’t even have to know how 

to surf to be a part of SURF SHACK!   Remember: Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 

not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  (Matthew 19:14) 

Christmas in July?? (or April or May or June??) Since our church has a goal to give 200 boxes to 

“Operation Christmas Child” (a project of Samaritan’s Purse) this year, we are now collecting items to go 

into these shoe boxes to reach that goal so…..when you’re at the store, please pick up a toy (small cars, 

balls, jacks, stuffed animals, etc.) or a box of crayons, markers or pencils or a small flashlight with 

batteries or socks or tee shirt---there are endless possibilities! When you come to worship on Sundays, 

bring your item and put it in an “Operation Christmas Child” box located in the church or CLC.  WE CAN 

DO THIS!  Help our church reach out to needy children in war torn and impoverished countries! Contact 

Betty Kaye Perkins (361-522-2014) for more information. 

Communications Team by Kathy Pawelek 

The Communication Team has been working on a few things that we feel will brighten the flow of 

communication in our church and to the community.  These are still in the works, but be on the lookout 

as these will roll out, hopefully by the beginning of summer. 

Brochure: We have recruited Nicole Hewett to help us design and create a church brochure.  We hope 

to entice others with a glimpse of who we are, what we do, and who our Pastor is.  

Bulletin:  We used Nicole’s expertise again to revitalize our bulletin. It will have a different look and feel 

with added color, size, and format. We hope you enjoy it. 

Calendar: We are averaging about a 2-3 month period between newsletters. Since our church is not 

quite at the monthly distribution point, the team felt we needed something more frequent.  Between 

the weekly events in the bulletin, the website calendar, and any new creation, it was important for us to 

find a solution that minimized the number of calendars floating around.  
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Congregation Connections: We took inspiration from another church up the road – Grace United 

Methodist Church, and borrowed their idea of “Grace Blasts”. Grace Blast is a listing of upcoming events 

that gets emailed to members and visitors.   We thought we could make it our own, where it could be 

mailed, emailed, or printed.   

Next on the Communication Team’s agenda – looking into options for a program that allows mass 

texting, mass emailing, and mass voicemails.  A pre-recorded message is called out automatically to a list 

of phone numbers – no answer, it will leave you a voicemail on your cell phone or home’s answering 

machine.  Doctor’s offices and school districts use these programs to reach their audience with 

announcements, reminders, and updates.   

 

 

Finance Corner by Cassandra Cochran 

Money, money, money……..  

Money is a necessary evil, and not always a fun subject to broach in churches. However, the care and 

handling of money is very important as good stewards of the gifts that God has entrusted to us. We as a 

congregation are so blessed to have excellent people who work in our church office and excellent 

volunteers that are willing to serve in all areas of our financial dealings.  In order to update and establish 

sound financial policies for our church, Ricki Cunningham and Cassandra Cochran were called upon to 

review the church’s current financial policy and draft new policies and procedures.  With the help of a 

recent church audit and the minor suggestions made during that audit, and the Book of Discipline’s 

required money handling procedures, a new document has been drafted that will soon be voted on.  

The suggested policies and procedures cover only one page, and use our guidelines as Methodists and 

good old fashioned common sense to protect our church employees, and hold our congregation to the 

highest of standards as we go forth in God’s business.    

I am sure some of you are wondering how you can get involved, and we are glad to offer you an 

opportunity.  We will need two people to volunteer to count the offering money after each service.  Can 

you give ten minutes of your time for this calling?  Please see Ricki Cunningham or Cassandra Cochran 

for more information. 

Our income for March was      $ 25,361.21  Apportionments for the year:  $ 46,071.00 

                                 Expenses     $25,939.82                                paid to date   $ 13,112.81 

                                                                                                                                         balance    $ 32,958.19 
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Thoughts from Pastor Jim 
 

State of the Church 
 

 This is the first in a series of “The State of the Church” messages to be published several times a 

year.  It is intended to give the congregation a sense of where the church is, where it is going and what is 

the next step.  Our prayer is that you will find this helpful. 

 To put the “State of the Church” in one word, it would be “Fragile”.  The church has dramatically 

declined in recent years, but has not declined to the point that it cannot recover.  Persistent problems 

include: decline in revenue, people moving away, deaths, people not getting involved, people negative 

about the direction of the church, decline in children and youth attendance, aging buildings in need of 

repair, very high overhead, deteriorating parking lot, etc.  In other words, this is a typical United 

Methodist Church.  The overall positives of this church include:  a dedicated group of volunteers that 

want to make a difference, leaders who are willing to sacrifice to make a difference, a majority of the 

congregation supporting the leadership, leaders willing to listen and learn, good music program, generous 

contributors and adequate buildings to support growth.  Now let me go into a little more detail. 

 We have been gaining new members and still have new members “in the pipeline”. This is a great 

trend.  However, these gains have to overcome the number of people moving and dying.  The best thing 

about these new people is that they are willing to get involved in “doing ministry”.  

 The reorganization via “The Healthy Church Initiative” is taking root.  This change has resulted 

in more people involved and an easier decision making process.  The Community is being engaged in new 

ways as result of the new committees (5K-10K Run, Health Fair and upcoming Family Day). 

Communications is also being improved through these efforts. 

 Finances are a real problem.  In order to carry out the “Healthy Church Initiative” process, we 

raised our budget by about $40,000.  We currently barely bring in enough revenue to make expenses each 

month. But, in order to give this ministry a chance of growth, these added expenses must be incurred.  We 

cannot “Save our way” to health.  We have already made all the cuts possible (shutting down the 

Methodist Child Development Center, closing the Education Building, our office will go to “Summer 

hours”). This church does not have any operating reserves to draw from. We continue to struggle to make 

monthly expenses. The only “knobs” left to turn are eliminating personnel which can only hurt the 

ministry.  On top of this, we will likely be facing a capital campaign to fund repairs to our Sanctuary 

resulting from many years of deferred maintenance.   

 A couple of positive notes for finance are: 1) The balance on the Community Life Center loan is 

$207,000.  2) The parsonage will be paid off this summer.   When the parsonage was purchased the 

church committed to paying the mortgage off in 3 years.  We did not reach that goal, but 4 years is still 

remarkable.  The “extra” money to pay the mortgage was from the savings incurred by paying the current 

pastor less than the previous pastor.  The agreement was that this “savings” would be used to hire 

personnel for ministry.  Therefore, once the mortgage is satisfied, we can hire people needed for ministry.  

 The bottom line for the church is that while it is still “Fragile”, it is making the moves needed to 

return to health.  Leaders are stepping up and leading.  New people are getting involved.  The Community 

is starting to be reached.  Texas A&M Kingsville students are being engaged.  Attitudes are turning 

positive.  Guests are being welcomed.  People have started inviting friends and neighbors to “come and 

see”.  We are leading people to “Love God, Love People and Serve.”  We still have a huge job in front of 

us, but I can see God working to make this place “a center for spiritual, physical and emotional healing” 

as our Vision Statement describes.    

 

Blessings,    

Pastor Jim 
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New Members 

 

    
Mary Acevedo and Addison Hill Jennifer Whittington, Christian Pineda, Kyleigh Silva, Austin Silva, 

Kennedy Silva and  Cade Pineda 

 

New members through Confirmation 

                              

Daphne Hanzek and Renell Kraatz with Pastor Jim and Pastor John 
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Living Last Supper  
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Easter Sunday 
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Prayer list (4/18/2016) 

Church Family   Dodds, Jane family   Underbrink, Gary 

Ainsworth, Dottie                      Drake, Terry    Vela, Dillon 

Anthes, Margaret  Elrod, Debbie    Warren, Larry 

Brookshire, Mary Ann  Floerke, Benton    Wilkerson, Royce 

Dietz, Kelly   Garcia, Gina    Williams, Jillian 

Garcia, Josefa           Garcia, Irma    Wilson, Tom 

Hollman, Lois   George, Charles & Mildred  Young, Jerry 

Kruse, Lucy   Harrell, Jarjorie 

Medina, Philip   Haberer, Vilma    Those Serving in the Military 

Mooney, Joyce   Hackersky, Christina   Barajas, Ram 

Nix, Douglas   Hallman, Ed    Crabb, Vickie 

Nix, Mary Lou   Harkins Family    Garcia, Gilbert 

Ott, Barbara   Haunschild, Kenneth   Gridley, Ron 

Rives, Gene   Hayes, Jim    Land, Peter C. 

Robins, Fay   Hill, Bruce    Martinez, Matthew 

Skipworth, Don   K-town Ballers as they travel  Wilson, Kyle 

Stafford, Alecia   Kairos #41    Williams, James 

Stewart, Jean   Kester, La Vaine 

Stockton, Louise  Kramer, Ed    Nursing Home 

Whittington, JoyBeth  LaBonte, Miranda 

Whittington, Wayne  Lanmon, Beverly   Buckalew, Billie 

    Lane, Virginia    Evetts, Faye 

Community & Friends  Mendietta, Joey & Tres   Gadd, Sydell 

Acevedo, Mary Shanita  Myers, Logan    Patton, Dorothy 

Arredondo, Norma  Nedderman, John 

Bang, Jerry   O’Neal, Ray & Family   Expectant Mothers 

Biggs, Jenny   Patten, Randy    Joseph, Lisa Genz 

Brown, Calvin   Plummer, Hudson 

Bruce, Gayle   Redder, Emily 

Byrd, Stephen   Riley, Jeannine 

Castillo, Isabel   Rogers, Wesley 

Castillo, Victor & Tanya Saenz, Rueben 

Collins, Pat   Shaw, Robert 

Danmier, Trevor  Surginer, David 

Davis, Amy   Thibodeaux, Mitch 

Dietz, Steve   Tinsley, Willis 

rake, Terry 

Elrod, Debbie 


