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From the Pastor’s Desk. . . 
 

 

At the beginning of the fall we had a 4 week series on the power of 

story.  The final Sunday I talked about Simi Covenant’s “waterfall.”  Do 

you remember the illustration?  A man was raising funds to purchase 

canoes for camp, but was having very little success.  A friend said, “Why 

are these canoes so important?”  He replied, “You see, the kids go out in 

the canoes and experience this amazing waterfall!  It is at the waterfall 

where most of the kids have breakthrough moments with faith.”  After 

hearing this, the friend responded, “Stop selling canoes.  Sell the 

waterfall.” 

 

I asked myself, “What is Simi Covenant’s ‘waterfall’?”  In talking to several 

long time members of Simi Cov I heard over and over again, “This is the 

place we raised our family.  The people of this church were our support 

network.  Simi Covenant is my family.” 

 

Simi Covenant is a place where all the generations are represented, and I 

believe this is an asset.  We have all the generations, and with that, we 

have experience, vitality, and, maybe most importantly, we have each 

other.  We are a family. 

 

 

Chad McDaniel 
Sr. Pastor 
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This is our waterfall!  We are a family.  But to be the family of faith, we 

have to be careful not to be too focused on those who are already part of 

the family.  The family of faith exists as something we invite and 

encourage others to come and join.  In this respect, the family of faith is 

always open to adopting new members.  In Galatians 3 and 4 the Apostle 

Paul reinforces this truth writing, “So in Christ Jesus you are all children of 

God through faith.”  And he continues in chapter 4, “But when the set 

time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to 

sonship.  Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’  So you are no longer a 

slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also 

an heir.” 

 

What?!  We are heirs to God’s kingdom, God’s house, all of God’s 

possessions!  We are God’s children!  If you’re still reading this, 

congratulations, YOU are a child of God – the Creator of all things calls 

you “my child.”  We are all children of God, and don’t worry, the house is 

big enough to receive many others.  We can’t diminish the inheritance by 

bringing others into the family.  There is always room for more at the 

table, and as Jesus said, “My father’s house has many rooms.” 

 

So, Simi Covenant, as the holidays approach consider those friends, family 

members, neighbors, co-workers, and classmates who could use an 

invitation to join the family.  The waterfall started flowing in 1964.  Let’s 

keep it going by sharing it with others! 
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Meet the Associate Pastor to Next 

Generations. . . 
 

 

I’m Matt Bleckley and I’ve used my ten years of ministry experience (or 

doing ridiculous games and engaging experiences) to create opportunities 

for kids and students to love Jesus.  As the Associate Pastor to Next 

Generations (aka: Next Gen) it will be my job to relentlessly make sure 

that we are helping young people be loved and connected to the whole 

church.  I’ll be calling on each and every one of you to help, so be 

prepared. 

I have had many odd jobs in my life that have prepared me for ministry 

with kids, including doing balloon art as a clown, making pizzas and 

hamburgers, refereeing/umpiring, and coaching middle and high school 

sports.  Did I mention I like sports?  Growing up in the Bay Area I 

developed a strong love for the A’s, Warriors, and Sharks.  I’m not a real 

fan of the Giants and the Raiders.  I am looking forward to trying on the 

Rams and to jump on the Dodger bandwagon (because I love Josh Reddick 

and disappointing Giant fans). 

 
Matt Bleckley 

Associate Pastor 
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God has also been jumping on my back and tackling me to play and 

engage with kids, starting with my own.  I have an incredibly intelligent 

and loving wife Kelly who is an accomplished therapist.  We have two kids 

named Joshua (2.5) and Eliana (8 months), neither of whom like going to 

sleep.  They have been one of the biggest blessings in my life and have 

taught me what selflessness really is.  

 

I hope to take all of my experiences and help connect with kids, students, 

and families toward engagement with the church and with the incredible 

good news of Jesus.  If we do this right hopefully we can get out of the 

way of what God wants to do and together make it easy for Simi 

Covenant to be a safe and amazing place for the Next Generation.  

I am thrilled to be bringing my family to Simi Valley and we cannot wait to 

get to know all of you more.  Please don’t hesitate to let me know if there 

is anything I can do for you or your family.   
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Church Library News . . . 
By: Pearl Davids, Librarian 

 

NEW BOOK ABOUT CHRISTMAS 

A new addition to our church library is by Lee Strobel who has written a 

book discussing Christmas called "The Case for Christmas."  He writes as 

an investigative reporter would write, searching for facts from experts in 

the Bible and experts in the field of archaeology, looking for evidence to 

show that Jesus is who he says he is.  This book is only 95 pages, so it 

would be easy to find time to read it during this holiday season.  This book 

and other books about Christmas are shelved under the number 242 and 

the author's last name.  The other way to find books on any subject is to 

use the "Subjects" file drawer. 

 
 

 

First “Steak Out” is a Success! . . . 
By: Steve Abarta 

Flexibility is the name of the game – be ready for changes in your plans! 

     For weeks, we had planned to hold our first “Steak Out” men’s event on 

the patio “brickyard” at church, and, on the day of the event, we had even 

gotten the tables set up and the BBQ in place by 3 pm, with a starting time of 

4 pm. The sun was out, and any talk of rain or bad weather seemed 

ludicrous!  

     Well, we didn’t get rain, but in about 10 short minutes, the clouds rolled in 

and the temperature dropped about 10 degrees, with a significant increase in 

wind! While there was no Doppler evidence that rain would hit soon, it was 

obvious that the cooler temperature and wind would make our experience 

uncomfortable.  So, we moved the tables into the Fellowship Hall. 



COVENANT MESSENGER  *  Simi Covenant Church  *  Vol. 4, Issue 8  *  

November-December 2016 

 

Page 6 

     The BBQ was moved up to the Fellowship Hall steps, and Ray Hicks, AJ 

Forlizzi and Lynn Hubbard got the coals going and the steaks on while we 

gathered close by 

for some 

fellowship. 

     In addition to 

the steaks, thanks 

to the help 

received from the 

Women’s Ministry 

(Wendy Boeshaar, 

Pam Perry, Teri 

Forlizzi and Laurie 

Taylor) we also had 

baked potatoes, 

corn-on-the-cob 

and salad, along 

with dessert!  

 

 

     After we ate, Pastor Chad distributed a brief “Interest” survey for us to 

complete, with the question he asked, “Why are we [men] here?” Chad’s 

question sparked a great discussion on the role of men in the church, along 

with ideas on spiritual growth, possible future service opportunities and 

men’s events. 

     It turns out that the move into Fellowship Hall was a blessing as it made 

our discussion time much easier for the guys to hear each other as they 

responded to Chad’s questions. 

     To all men of Simi Covenant – even if you didn’t attend the Steak Out, YOU 

are still part of our Men’s Ministry, which is “all inclusive.”  Keep your eyes 

open for ACTION’s “Serve Every Day” projects (like the one we did for 

Gordon Holmberg’s pool demolition).  Not only will you bless others, but you 

will also be blessed by being “The Hands and Feet of Jesus!” 

 

AJ Forlizzi, (L), Ray Hicks and Lynn Hubbard load 

up the BBQ for a great steak dinner 
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HELP WANTED 

Male or female, adult or youth, who have a passion for all things 

technology.  We need Video help in the penalty box on Sundays.  

Stop by “the Box” and let’s talk. 

 

 

The Simi Cov Book Club… 
By:  Kathy Lowry, 805-527-6370 

Did you know Simi Cov has a small but very active Book Club?  It meets 

once a month and discusses a wide variety of books – both secular and 

religious.  We are able to discuss them from a Christian point of view and 

have touched on such topics as abortion, capital punishment, Islam, 

government, holocaust, assisted suicide, life after death, espionage, 

history, and the list goes on!  Please join us.  We welcome your input. 

     We meet on the second Sunday of each month from 2:00PM ‘til 

4:00PM in people’s homes.  Contact Kathy Lowry for a list of books and 

meeting locations or any questions.  Email:  ladylowry@roadrunner.com  

     Upcoming readings: 

• 11/13 – “America’s First Daughter” by Stephanie Dray & Laura 

Kamoie.  Story of Thomas Jefferson’s eldest daughter who helped 

her father shape America’s legacy. 

• December 2016 – No meeting this month. 

• 01/08/2017 – “90 Minutes in Heaven: A True Story of Death and 

Life” by Don Piper.  As he is driving home from a minister's 

conference, Baptist minister Don Piper collides with a semi-truck 

that crosses into his lane.  He is pronounced dead at the scene.  

For the next 90 minutes, Piper experiences heaven where he is 

greeted by those who had influenced him spiritually. 

     Looking forward to seeing you all at our next meeting. 
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P.A.D.S. Kick-Off . . . 
By: Kevin Stroud 

The P.A.D.S. overnight shelter program starts November 1st. 

     Seven churches in our area offer safe, warm, dry, overnight sleeping 

quarters for the Simi Valley homeless population every night of the week.  

The program runs through March 31st. 

     Our church volunteers at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church every 

other Friday night.  The church is located on Cochran, just west of Tapo 

Street. 

     All who participate in the P.A.D.S. program are assigned a case worker 

through the Samaritan Center.  The goal is to help people become self-

sufficient, get employment, and housing.  Every year, I am heartened by 

success stories about people who have gone through the program and are 

now off the streets. 

     We need volunteers to be overnight monitors, bring snacks, or prepare 

and serve breakfast. 

     If you would like to volunteer, please call Kevin Stroud at: 805-432-4006 

or call the church office 805-526-8855 

 

 

 

 

Facilities at SCC . . . 
By: Jim Lowry, Chairman 

Since joining Simi Cov I’ve had a question in my head about the Cross out 

front of the Fellowship Hall.  I just couldn’t let it go unanswered any 

longer.  You know the Cross I’m talking about: Right? 
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     If you don’t know, don’t feel bad, as very few of our fellow congregants 

even know it’s there.  So my quest began by asking those members who 

have moved out of state and those who are still attending, what they 

know about it. 

     Irish legend says that the Celtic cross was first introduced by Saint 

Patrick, who was attempting to convert the pagan Irish to Christianity.  
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Some of these pagans worshiped the sun, so it is said that Patrick 

combined the Christian cross with the circular pattern of the sun as a way 

to associate light and life with the Christian cross in the minds of his 

converts.  Some Celtic crosses are plain and simple, while others can be 

ornate, colorful, and come in all sizes. 

     I asked our former senior pastor Kurt Fredrickson if the cross had any 

significance with the Evangelical Covenant Church and he said no.  When I 

asked how it came to be on our campus, he thought the architect who 

designed the “ski slope” roof of the Sanctuary, now the Fellowship Hall, 

liked it and that’s how it ended up where it is.  That cross design was on 

the letterhead of our church through the time Kurt was called to the 

church in 1979. 

     So there’s history out front of the church.  Thought you should know. 

 

      
(Other examples of Celtic Crosses.) 

 

     By the way, the cross was put in when the original Sanctuary was built.  

It’s sold steel, was very well assembled and painted with multiple coats of 

good quality paint.  That was 50 years ago.  After asking around to the 

“old timers” no one can remember ever re-painting it.  So if you have any 

desire to paint, “do I have a project for you”.  It will require some 

scraping, priming, and finish coating, but just think what a great gift your 

painting ability will be to God and this congregation. 

     If you haven’t stopped in to see the newly remodeled Youth Room on 

the far south end of the Education Center, Second Floor, you’re missing a 

very good thing.  Melody and Steve Johnson, plus a whole bunch of other 

volunteers put their heart and souls into the upgrade and it’s beautiful, 
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functional, and can we say ‘Next Gen’ from the get-go?  Take the time and 

go see it. 

     Speaking of volunteers, I just have to thank Lori and Dennis Kelly for 

their dedication to painting the yellow warning lines on all the steps 

around campus.  It may look easy and not take much time to complete, 

but oh boy, would you be surprised and wrong.  Thanks you two for your 

ultimate attention to detail. 

 

 

 

 

From The Editor . . . 
Jim Lowry 805-527-6370 - jimlowry01@roadrunner.com  

Several members of our church staff and congregation put a lot of 

thought and time into writing for, and preparing, this newsletter with 

articles, ideas, and useful information.  Since most folks these days have 

access to the Internet, we’ve made the newsletter digital so you can read 

it on your hand held or your desk-top computer.  You’re notified via a 

Mouse Call when it’s published.  One thing I’d truly appreciate is YOU 

letting ME know what you think of this publication.  Do you want it to 

continue?  Do you want it in another format, i.e. hard copy vs digital?  Or 

is it a waste of time for everyone?  Equally important is would you like to 

see something else in the way of Bible Study materials, more information 

on church administration and management, opportunities for personal 

involvement?  You tell me, and I’ll make sure it happens.  This is your 

newsletter and it’s meant to keep you informed.  How are we doing?  Let 

us know. 
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PRAYERS and SQUARES . . . 
By: Judy Larson, 805-217-4754 

Three years have passed since the inception of Prayers & Squares.  What 

a blessing this ministry has been! We just found homes for quilts #58 and 

#59, and we already have two more requests pending.  Thank you to all of 

you who faithfully come to the table and tie knots and say prayers for 

whoever the recipients are.  We always receive such warm thanks for 

those who are receiving the quilts and who feel the blessings of the 

prayers.  Anyone can request a quilt.  There is a quick form that needs to 

be completed, so please talk to Judy Larsen (805-217-4754) to get the 

form.  Again, anyone can help get the quilts ready to be tied.  See Judy or 

Pearl Davids for details. 

     Sometimes a comfort cross can be given to those who are in need of 

some immediate comfort.  If you have requested prayer for a family 

member or friend, you can ask for a quilted cross for that person.  Call 

Judy or Pearl for crosses. 

 

 

Youth Ministries . . .  
By:  Melody Johnson, Transitional Youth Director 

 

What’s new with Simi Cov Youth! 

We are looking forward to welcoming Matt Bleckley into the Simi Cov 

family and thinking of all kinds of pranks we can play on him as he’s 

getting settled in to his new home.  Actually, mostly thinking about ways 

to welcome him and his family! 

     We just moved in to our newly remodeled youth room!  Thank you so 

much for designating the money to make that dream become a reality.  It 
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took over 200 man and woman hours, but we now have a space in which 

teens actually want to come and hang out! 

 

  

 
 

     High School students are signing up for our summer mission trip before 

they even know where they are going or what they will be doing!  What 

an incredible act of faith on their part and for their parents as well.  

Would love to tell you - but it’s still a secret until Nov. 8th.  We will be 

doing LOTS of fundraising to make this trip happen, please keep on the 

lookout for ways you can support our students going on this trip. 

     We are also finishing plans for our 30 Hour Poverty Awareness 

Weekend, Nov. 19th & 20th.  During the weekend we will be learning what 

poverty actually is and how we can take a stand and make a difference in 

our world.  The event is a fundraiser for Project Blue, Covenant World 
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Relief’s effort to get clean water to those currently without it.  This year 

we have a couple of other youth groups joining us and have several ways 

for the congregation to participate as well.  A few of those ways are:  

donate items that we will need for the event; join us on Nov. 20th after 

church for the water walk; and/or come help us break the fast with the all 

church potluck Turkey Slam!  Or better yet - plan on doing all of those 

things with the whole family!  Keep an eye out for a bulletin insert and 

mouse call with all the details.  

     Thank you so much for your continued support of the youth at Simi 

Covenant!  It’s been great this fall getting more of our young people 

helping out on Sunday Mornings.  Next time you see a young person at 

church introduce yourself and offer to buy them a donut – and of course, 

tell them that you’re glad they are there!  Blessings to you all. 

 

 

Women's Ministry . . . 
By: Brenda Cartwright 

The Women's Ministry is busy working on our fall events. 

     Friday, November 4th, we will be having our annual "Gather in 

Gratitude."  It's a great time for women to come together and share what 

God has done for them during this past year.  If you are looking to meet 

other women and to learn more about the women's ministry, this is a 

perfect and comfortable place to start.  Our charity this year is "Hope for 

Hazel."  Hazel is a student who graduated from our preschool last year.  

She has a very rare form of cancer and is currently undergoing treatment.  

We want to reach out to the family (her mom and dad and four siblings) 

to help them with some of the many needs they are facing. 

     Sunday, November 6th is a bridal shower for Andrina Morales-Pugh.  

She is one on the teachers from our preschool who was just recently 

married. She married Kevin Pugh, who helps with leading worship in our 

church. 
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     We are moving forward and continuing to make plans for next year's 

women's retreat.  Please mark your calendar for the weekend of March 

10, 11, & 12, 2017.  It will be held at the Marriott River Ridge Hotel in 

Oxnard. 

     Last Saturday the women helped serve dinner for the Men's Ministry 

“steakout” here at the church.  Over 30 men attended and enjoyed a 

dinner of BBQ steak, baked potatoes, corn, salad, and homemade 

desserts. 

     We look forward to seeing you at Gather in Gratitude! 

 

 

Simi Covenant Preschool News . . .  
By: Sue Hubbard & Martha Cope-Carter, Co-Directors 

http://www.simicovenantpreschool.com/ 
 

Fall is definitely in the air at our preschool. 

This month we had over 180 attend our first field trip for the year.  It 

was to the pumpkin patch at Underwood Farms, and the weather was 

wonderful. The children and staff went on a hay ride, and each child was 

able to pick out a pumpkin to take home with them.  This is one of the 

children's favorite events here. 

     Congratulations to one of our teachers, Andrina 

Morales, who was recently married.  She married 

Kevin Pugh, who helps out as worship leader at 

church. 

 

     Our pre-kindergarten class also had a Teddy Bear 

Parade.  The children brought in shoe boxes and 

decorated them.  After that, they bring a stuffed 

animal from home to put in their box and pull it in 

the parade.  Parents attended this in our play yard. 
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     The preschool has been very blessed with all of the donations we have 

received.  From paper towels to glue sticks, it is all being put to good use.  

The reason we go through so many paper towels is because of a CA state 

law.  We cannot use cloth dish towels or dish cloths on any kitchen ware.  

They either must be dried by paper towels or air dried.  Who knew? 

     As always, we appreciate your generosity. 

 

 

 

Missions and Outreach Ministry . . .  
By: Lawrence Hoppis 

 

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" Missions and Outreach 

Reflections on Romans 8:35-39  

Throughout the world there are those whose lives are lived each day in 

great difficulty.  They may have little else, but they have the Love of God 

no matter what.  Think about it for just a moment...  What would it be like 
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for YOU to one day to walk out of your front door with pockets empty and 

a plan to live that way for the rest of unknown days? 

     "Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 

or danger, or sword?" 

     Who are we without any car, keys, wallets, beds, houses, jobs, 

identification and money?  Who will recognize us and smile at us without 

good looks, clean nice clothes and perfect teeth and hair?  Who will 

protect us from peril without our cell phone to dial 911 on?  Where will 

we go if we have no money to buy our way in? 

     "As it is written, 'For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we 

are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.'" 

     Standing between sky and the humble ground below, making friends 

with stars and fields and birds and smiles, God in the midst of all.  These 

are the peoples of most of the world.  Would you be a friend of THE 

Friend?  If you had five beans would you give them three without 

hesitation and regret? 

     "No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us." 

     Following Christ IS dangerous.  In it true form it exposes one to losing 

everything for the lives of those living in persecution, hate, poverty and 

reviling; it invites us to consider reaching out to worlds of scorn, insult and 

violence.  Mother Teresa wrote "there are no great things, just little 

things done with great Love." 

     Will we become corporately and individually a "total nobody and 

nothing" in the service of our Lord and King?  Will we grow and bloom 

where we are planted using our means to bless the rest of the world 

around us with flow of abundance, or keep it for ourselves? 

     "For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

     Here is to Love, to being His hands and feet in the holiday season to 

come.  Please stay posted for Missions and Outreach updates from 
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Covenant World Missions and Sowing the Seeds of Love third Sunday of 

the month.  May your hearts be lifted up into the great commission of our 

days, and write or call lawrence@sowingtheseedsoflove.org to stay 

involved. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEE THE NOVEMBER & DECEMBER CALENDAR ON NEXT PAGE… 

 

 

ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS – INVITE A FRIEND TO ENJOY THEM WITH YOU. 

 

 

 



COVENANT MESSENGER  *  Simi Covenant Church  *  Vol. 4, Issue 8  *  

November-December 2016 

 

Page 19 

 

 

 
 

Simi Covenant Church Calendar 
 

Sunday Morning Services (one service) – 9:30AM 

Tuesday Evenings – 6-7:00 PM, Prayer Meeting – Church Offices Conference Room 

Super Tuesday K-5th Grade – 6:00 to 7:30 PM  *  Midweek Youth 6th to 12 Grade – Whole Campus 

Tuesday Evening – 7:15 to 8:45 PM  *  Confirmation Class 7th & 8th Graders, Church Offices 

 

November 2016 

Nov. 6th – Time Change – Remember to ‘fall back’ one hour before retiring on Saturday night 

Nov. 13th – Leadership Team Meeting 

Nov. 14-21st – “Operation Christmas Child” shoebox collection week 

Nov. 19 & 20th – Youth 30 hour famine awareness 

Nov. 20th – Turkey Potluck 3:00 – 4:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

Nov. 23rd – Thanksgiving Service 6:30-7:30 PM 

Nov. 27th & Dec. 4th – drop off boxes in the Worship Center for the Community Christmas Shoppe 

 

December 2016 

Dec. 11th – Leadership Team Meeting 11:30 – 2:00 

Dec. 12th – Preschool Board Meeting 7-9PM – Church Offices - Conference Room 

Dec. 18th – Youth fundraiser dinner 5-8 WC & FH & Christmas Sing along 6-8 WC 

Dec. 24th – Christmas Eve Services 6:00PM & 11:00PM 

Dec. 25th – Christmas Day Service 9:30AM 

 
Note: Special Meeting Dates for youth gatherings: 

Tuesday Evening – Super Tuesday K-5th grade – Education Center building (meeting Nov. 1st , 8th , 15th ) 

Tuesday Evening – Midweek Youth – Whole Campus (meeting Nov. 1st , 8th , 15th , 29th , Dec. 6th ) 

Tuesday Evening – Confirmation Class 7th & 8th Graders 6:30 to 7:15PM – Church House (meeting Nov. 1st , 

8th ,15th ,29th , Dec. 6th ) 

Thanksgiving 

Thursday, 

November 24th 

Christmas 

Sunday, 

December 25th 


