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2016  IN  REVIEW2016  IN  REVIEW2016  IN  REVIEW2016  IN  REVIEW    
********************************************************************************************** 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk. . . 
 

 
 

It’s hard to believe that by the time you read this 

article I will have been Senior Pastor at Simi 

Covenant for 10 months!  I am so appreciative of 

the way my family and I have been invited into 

your lives and into the family of faith that is Simi 

Covenant Church.  You all have made us feel at 

home and have been extremely supportive 

through these first 10 months.   

 

     When I look back on the last 10 months, I am 

reminded of the amazing momentum God has 

stirred up.  For some reason I keep coming back 

to images of streams – no, RIVERS – as I think of 

where we’ve been and where we are headed.  I 

imagine a mighty flow of water gathering 

momentum when I think of the ministries and 

mission of Simi Covenant.   

 

     More and more, people are ENGAGING in 

ministry, giving their time and talent to the Lord.  

Let me share what I see:  I see God moving in the 

lives of our volunteer worship leaders, those who 

graciously opened up their homes as Grow Group 

hosts, and those who have stepped forward to 

volunteer in children and youth ministries.  I see 

you!  I see people who have given countless 

hours of their time to the upkeep and 

beautification of our facilities.  I see you!  I see 

people giving up their time to help those in need 

both in our church and in our community.  I see 

you!  I see your generosity in supporting the 

ministries of Simi Covenant and mission 

opportunities such as Project Blue and Pastor 

Cornelio in Tecate.  I see you! 

 

     Think for a minute:  where have you seen God 

at work in and through the ministries of Simi 

Covenant Church?   

 

     I believe we are in the flow, headed in the 

right direction, caught up in the river where we 

will find the abundant living offered by Jesus.  My 

final plea to you, church family, would be to 

remember to see those who are not yet in the 

flow and invite them to join us.  Let us not forget 

to see those for whom an invitation into the 

family would literally change their lives. 

 

     Thank you for seeing me, affirming me, 

welcoming me, and loving me!  Here’s to another 

year of seeing each other, seeing our neighbors, 

and seeing where God is leading us at Simi 

Covenant Church! 

 

 

Happy New Year Everyone! 

 

Chad McDaniel 
Senior Pastor 

805-526-8855, Ext. 13 
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From the Associate Pastor 

to Next Generations’ Desk . . 
 

 
 

Things That Are New! 

With a new year the common theme is looking 

forward.  The last few weeks I have been dreaming a 

lot.  Our church is in such an interesting place 

through the last year.  Change and new things have 

become common and we have begun to see fruit and 

challenges in new ways.  But, I have been dreaming 

about a place where the community is so engaging, 

people would be hard pressed to say no and would 

be enveloped with a love of God and others that is 

truly transformative.   

 

     I think that is the best part of change.  Change and 

uprooting challenge us to evaluate things, that 

sometimes, we would rather not.  In my backyard, I 

have ten beautiful rose bushes.  They have been 

flowering at random since we moved in.  But, they 

are a hazard to my son playing on the grass that they 

surround.  When I first moved I thought for sure they 

had to go, but they are so beautiful and I don't want 

to part with them.  Change, new things, and a new 

year challenge us to reevaluate what we value and 

hope.  It begs the questions in our lives, "What could 

be better?  What is not going well?" We are forced to 

confront what things we love that might need to die 

like my rose bushes to accomplish a purpose like a 

safe place to play and grow for my kids. 

 

     As I have gotten to know the families and people 

in the church, I have been excited about what is 

coming.  While I am excited we also get to face the 

challenges of being intentional.  The kids and the 

youth of our church deserve us to be intentional.  We 

have to be a community that takes seriously the call 

not just to be younger but to invest and sacrifice so 

that the process of coming to Jesus can be 

unencumbered.  My son loves playing baseball in our 

backyard.  But, every time he or I hit the ball into the 

row of rose bushes the game and the experience is 

diminished.  The progress of him learning and the 

time he gets to play is decreased.  So as we enter 

2017 I have two questions for the sake of our kids 

and students.  1) What things are holding us back 

from the full experience for the vision of becoming a 

true multigenerational church?  2) How can we 

remove or repurpose those things that have become 

an obstacle to those who can't change them?  But 

these two questions beg the last idea of action.  Not 

simply what is one willing to part with: but what 

would you remove for the sake of others?  This is the 

hardest when it means taking out something that is 

beautiful like my roses, but it is so important to how 

those who are new and younger can engage and 

grow. 

 

 

 
 

Church Library News . . . 
 

2016  LIBRARY  REPORT 

Only four bookcases make up our library, but in 

spite of that, we were able to add approximately 15 

to 20 new books last year.  Most of the new additions 

were in the fiction section, and in order to make 

room for those books, other books were weeded 

from the collection. 

 

Matt Bleckley 

Associate Pastor 

805-526-8855, Ext 12 

 

Pearl Davids 

Librarian 

805-526-7864 
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     We have a few avid readers who use the library 

often.  I would encourage members of the 

congregation to visit the library and check out a book.  

It is open on Sunday mornings and during the week, 

the office staff can open the door.  I will be happy to 

answer any questions about our library. 

     The library has no working budget, so any new 

books are donated.  Please understand that not all 

books that are donated can be added to the library 

because of our lack of space. 

 

Hopes for the Future 

     First hope: Is there a book-lover in our 

congregation who would be interested in becoming a 

church librarian assistant, with the goal of taking over 

the library?  Your current librarian is not getting any 

younger, and I would be happy to train someone to 

take over.  Please contact me if you are interested at 

805-526-7864. 

     The second hope is to see the use of the library 

increase.  We have an excellent library, even though 

it is limited in size, and it is a valuable resource. 

     I wish everyone Happy Reading and a Happy New 

Year! 
 

 

When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation 

cabin, we kept the lights off until we were inside to 

keep from attracting pesky insects.  Still, a few fireflies 

followed us in.  Noticing them before I did, Billy 

whispered, "It's no use Grandpa.  Now the mosquitoes 

are coming after us with flashlights." 

 

PRAYERS and SQUARES . . . 

 

We have been busy this year!  We have given away 

27 quilts this year alone which you have prayed over.  

This makes a total of 66 since Sept 2013.  We have 

received such positive comments from those who 

have received them.  God has certainly blessed this 

ministry.   

 
 

     Thank you to all of you who take time after the 

service to tie a knot and pray for the person in need 

of your thoughts and prayers.  Again, a reminder that 

anyone can come to our meetings on the third 

Monday evening of each month.  We meet from 

6:00PM until 8:00PM.  The quilts are all pre-made.  

Our group puts in the ties, so you don't need to know 

anything about quilting except have a heart for 

prayer.  Anyone can request a prayer quilt.  Call Judy 

Larsen for more information.  (217-4754) 

 

 

Prayer/P.A.D.S., and the 

Samaritan Center . . 
By: Kevin Stroud 
And Nancy Roth 

 

Tuesday Night Prayer Group 

“I first attended the Prayer Group about a year ago. 

My purpose was to thank them.”  (Kevin Stroud) 

 

     Our family had gone through a major health crisis, 

and I knew the group was praying for us.  Our prayers 

were answered, and I wanted to express my 

gratitude.   I was so grateful and inspired, that I 

decided to join, and have been coming every Tuesday 

night since.  The group prays for people both within 

and outside our Church.  We don’t just ask for things. 

We also give prayers of gratitude.  I would encourage 

you to join us.  We meet every Tuesday night at 6:00 

p.m. at Church (in the library / conference room) for 

1 hour.  

 

Judy Larson 

Chief Quilter in Charge 

805-217-4754 
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P.A.D.S. 

The overnight shelter program is going well.  Betty 

Eskey (Director of the Samaritan Center) spoke at our 

Church in October to explain the importance of what 

we as volunteers do.  Her talk was such a success that 

we were able to get volunteers for every Saturday 

breakfast the 10 weeks that we host!  We also had 

some new overnight monitor volunteers come 

forward, but could still use some additional people 

for snacks. 

     Good news:  We have only been averaging about 7 

– 12 homeless clients each night.  This is down 

around 30 – 40% from the last couple of years.  I 

suspect (hope, pray) that this is may be due to the 

economy improving, and some previous clients being 

able to get rooms. 

 

SAMARITAN CENTER HIGHLIGHTS OF 2O16 
By: Nancy Roth 

Thanking God for all the hands that go into making a 

better life for all the clients at the daytime drop in 

shelter at the Samaritan Center.  Many Churches and 

organizations add to their quality of life through 

many blessings.   

 

 
 

     To begin with, on behalf of the Samaritan Center, I 

would like to thank you all for your faithful and 

thoughtful donations for the clients and their 

families, all year long.  Monetary donations, ‘Socks 

for Souls’, other clothing items, ‘Wish List’ products 

and all those small toiletries we gathered through the 

year are very well received and appreciated! 

     This is the Report I received from Betty Eskey, 

Director: 

"This has been an incredible year for the 

Samaritan Center!  We have had 6,956 clients 

visits, 133 clients began services with Behavioral 

Health, 285 clients were enrolled in counseling, 

30 clients received eye glasses, 1,911 families had 

food to eat weekly, we picked up 61,950 lbs. of 

rescued food, housed 86 families, 77 clients 

became employed, 51 families received rental 

assistance, 2,296 overnight visits to the PADS 

winter shelter and 27 families received utility 

assistance." 

 

     The Samaritan Center assists individuals in 

becoming self-supporting, independent and self- 

sufficient.  Through the grace of God whenever you 

can help, it means so much to the individuals that 

visit the Center or the PADS program (Matthew 

10:42). 

 

Men’s Ministries . . .           

 

 

 

ACTION Christmas Shoppe Brought 

Joy to 260 Simi Valley Families 
 

     Simi Valley 

Community Church 

was the site of the 

2016 “Simi 

Community 

Christmas Shoppe,” 

which was 

organized and led 

by Jill Upson, 

ACTION Advocate. 

In addition, five 

other Christmas 

Sue and Jeff Miller check in as 

volunteers at Christmas Shoppe 

for Simi Valley Christmas Shoppe 

 

Steve Abarta 

Men’s Ministries 

805-584-6523 
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Shoppes were run over two weekends across Ventura 

County. The guests were blessed with toys, gift 

wrapping, professional family portraits, a living 

nativity and entertainment, a meal, a holiday meal 

with gift card to take home, coats, bibles, prayer and, 

most importantly, love that shines with the hope of 

Jesus. 

 

     According to Upson, “Over 260 local low income 

families were served through the Simi Community 

Christmas Shoppe 2016.  It was a true partnership of 

churches, leaders, volunteers, donors, community 

groups and businesses.” ACTION reports that nearly 

1400 volunteers and 50 local churches served close to 

2000 families and 5,400 children county-wide! 

 

     Several members of Simi Covenant participated, 

performing such activities as toy check out, toy 

restocking, child care check in and check out, and 

child care games and activities. 

 

     “Please accept my sincere thanks for all that you 

and your church did to contribute to the success of 

Christmas Shoppe,” said Upson.  “The light of Jesus 

shone brightly through the volunteers.  It truly was a 

collaborative effort that showed us as The Church 

being the church.” 

 

Men’s Breakfast is coming . . .  
 

     Men, its breakfast time again!  Join us at 8:00 a.m. 

on Saturday, February 4, 2017, again to be held at 

Junkyard Café for a time of fellowship, sharing, and 

great food.  Our speaker will be Officer Don 

Anderson, member of the Simi Valley Police 

Department.  You won’t want to miss it! 

 

     Also, guys, feel free to bring your Sons (we suggest 

age 10 and up – but it’s your call). 

 

     So, mark your calendars! See you then! 
 

 

 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
 

 

 

Simi Covenant Preschool 

News . . .  
By: Sue Hubbard & Martha Cope-Carter, Co-Directors 

http://www.simicovenantpreschool.com/ 

 

2016 has been a great year at Simi Covenant 

Preschool!  After having a lower enrollment for the 

past few years, our enrollment began to pick up in 

January 2016, and we added a new teacher to our 

staff at that time.  Last June two of our long-time 

teachers, Janet Landon and Carol Dahme, retired 

after many years of dedicated service to our school. 

 

     As we began registering children for Fall 2016, we 

were pleased to see our enrollment continue to 

grow.  Our enrollment is currently 87 children, and 

we have several new children starting in January 

2017, which will bring our total to 92.  Our two 

classrooms are almost full!  It has been fun to see 

parents who attended Simi Covenant Preschool as 

children now enrolling their own children! (Although 

it does make us feel a little old!) 

 

     This school year we have eight teachers, including 

three new ones.  We have a delightful mixture of 

long-time, experienced, educated teachers and new, 

innovative, educated teachers.  We are seeing 

wonderful things going on in the classrooms as these 

teachers share ideas and work together as a team.  In 

our preschool class, we have Sue Hammock, Martha 

Carter, Andrina Pugh, and Cassie Maddigan.  Our 

prekindergarten class is led by Bethany Turgeon, 

Alicia Ross, Sherri Knight, and Susan Hubbard,  Our 

office manager, Brenda Cartwright, continues to 

demonstrate her heart for and dedication to our 

school, and she is a shining light in our office. 

 

     The preschool continues to be an outreach to our 

community.  New members of our church this year 

include some preschool families. Other preschool 

families have become regular attenders.   Our 

monthly Dinners in the Park have been a wonderful 

way for preschool families to connect with each other 

and with church families.  As always, there are a few 

families who are dealing with major crises, including 

serious health issues, and we try to minister to those 
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needs.  We appreciate our Preschool Angels, the 

adult Bible study class, who pray regularly for those 

in our school with special needs. 

 

     Our Preschool Board this year has continued the 

dedication shown by previous boards.  They have 

been very proactive in assisting us with school 

policies, budget issues, and fundraising.  

 

     This year we have felt so much support from our 

church family!  We have had many helpers for all of 

the repair and maintenance jobs that needed to be 

done to keep our school safe and attractive.  We had 

a long "honey-do" list, and we are so appreciative of 

all the folks who showed up and got so much work 

done.  We also appreciate everyone who supported 

our wreath and restaurant fundraisers.   

 

     We believe that God has continued to bless our 

school with more families, wonderful teachers, and 

great support from our church family.  We are 

looking forward to seeing what He has in store for us 

in the New Year! 

 

 

 

 
 

We are in the season of celebrating Jesus Christ 

incarnation on earth, and into our own lives. The 

image is Christ kingdom as a heavenly seed, come in 

perfect holiness, born in a frail and intentionally 

vulnerable form "like a tender shoot, and like a root 

out of dry ground." Isa 53:2 (NIV) He did this for us so 

that we could do, in the same way for others, 

because of Him. This is something very tangible we 

actually experienced together as a body in 2016 and 

this is what our Missions and Outreach ministry team 

has been all about! 

 

A bit of history: In the latter half of 2015 a small 

group of friends met and prayed about missions and 

outreach at SCC, culminating in the formation of the 

Missions and Outreach Ministry Team.  The team 

worked at the beginning of 2016 to equitably 

distribute designated RENEW funds for local 

outreach, and then turned its efforts toward 

recognizing and facilitating missions from the church 

to our further world. Our efforts were guided and 

greatly assisted by the Lord's grace and Pastor Chad 

and the Leadership Team's steady support. 

Consequently there is so much to be thankful for in 

all the marvelous happening! 

 

Here are the twelve joys of our labors for us all to 

celebrate: 

1. Building up of ministry teams happened 

mainly through new budgets for men's and 

women's ministries for outreach activities 

through the RENEW funds and new direct 

budget support established for the M & O 

ministry team. Steve Abarta managed these 

funds for Men’s Ministries / Awareness 

Network and Wendy Boeshaar for Women’s' 

Ministries.  In the future we will be working 

new avenues of regular ministry team 

development and empowerment training 

activities and events. 

2. Connection avenues to the congregation grew 

and increased in frequency and regularity 

through announcements (thanks to Jen 

Healey), pastoral interviews, newsletter 

articles (thanks Jim Lowry), Mouse Call 

updates and bulletin items (thanks Christy 

Day), guest speakers (thanks Chas Wilson and 

AV Team).  We even had pulpit coverage by 

visitor David Husby from Covenant World 

Relief with an after-service presentation.  We 

are working on new and more effective ways 

 

Lawrence Hoppis 

Missions & Outreach 

Ministry 

707 245-0783 
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of bring M & O connection, opportunities, 

awareness and involvement in 2017. 

3. Generous outpourings of congregational 

responsive love accounted for a $4,294 youth 

and congregational donation to Project Blue 

thanks to Melody Johnson and the youth 

hunger weekend, a trunk-load of school 

backpack supplies and Christmas toy 

donations, $772 to the Church in Tecate, $542 

to the Samaritan Center, $548 to Sowing the 

Seeds of Love and $79 Alpine Attic (thanks 

Janet Ritts) designated giving to Covenant 

World Relief.  In addition Change Can Change 

the World gave over $280 thanks to Keith 

Boeshaar to the four Churches in Zomba, 

Malawi. 

4. Regular bi-weekly team meetings were 

established as well as many weekly meetings 

with Chad and significantly bridged M & O to 

other Congregational Ministries.  This 

resulted in 3rd-Sunday "Passport to 

Adventure" presentations with benevolence 

collections and 4th-Sunday follow-ups as well 

as many other joyous developments in 

conjunction with staff and ministry teams.  In 

the New Year we will be working together to 

bring forward engaging photos and success 

stories, unite more around a nucleus of 

prayer and more meaningfully engage with 

the youth. 

5. Both missions budget overall allocation and 

ministry team designated budgets were 

grown in 2016, and further growth can be 

targeted for 2017 (special thanks to Sandi 

Trotter and the Leadership Team).  These 

allocations along with the generous 

benevolence sharing by the Benevolence 

Committee and giving by the caring 

congregation allowed significant M & O 

ministries to an array of local and distant 

causes in Jesus name through SCC. 

6. Team growth has been steady, with most 

functional areas in the church represented. 

Team efficiency was greatly contributed to by 

Sharon King.  Her creation of our Google drive 

and updates to notebooks have created paper 

trail documentation and administrative 

standardization of our activities and 

development.  Under Doug & Sharon King's 

care the team met and conducted business 

faithfully even when Lawrence was away 

attending to his dad's passing.  The King 

Home Group also fed a meal at the Samaritan 

Center, raised an iPhone (thanks to Beverly 

and David King) and an iPad and donated 14 

pounds of used mobile tech for the Bridges to 

Africa tech drive. 

7. The M & O team took its first annual team-

building and leadership development retreat 

in July to Murrieta Hot Springs with special 

guest speaker Dave Hill, and developed the 

ministry team strategic vision together which 

has lead our team into a broadened scope of 

awareness and helped us produce our 

mission charter statement and plan.  Kathy 

Gulbranson contacted Covenant World 

Missions and volunteered to oversee 

missionary correspondence coordination and 

was a key support person for defining our 

vision strategy.  Sheryl and Paul Norlan spoke 

to us about their mission in the Congo and 

Annalea Egging about short-term missions in 

Ecuador. 

8. The missions support master list, giving 

guidelines, serve list and sustaining support 

recommendation list were developed and 

approved with support from the Leadership 

Team.  Five covenant missionaries were 

formally adopted as the official missionaries 

of SCC.  These missionaries, from five 

different areas of the world with very 

different and exciting missions, will be 

presented to our congregation in 2017.  Every 
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ministry team and home group will have the 

opportunity to "adopt" a missionary, cause or 

local ministry that is meaningful and 

significant to them.  The Missions and 

Outreach team and Pastor Chad have already 

adopted two of the missionaries.  Stay tuned 

to hear more! 

9. One of the most important cornerstone 

achievements in 2016 was establishing an M 

& O connection to the Tuesday Night Prayer 

Group.  Thanks to Vicki Guleserian who has 

been leading collective prayer for us on a 

weekly basis.  This has not only raised needs 

awareness with their members, but clearly 

has obtained the Lord's blessings on our 

various ministries which have been sustained 

and encouraged.  It is easy to imagine the 

many difficulties and difficult challenges 

which the team and ministries being 

supported have overcome through the 

vigorous power of effective corporate prayer. 

10. New Testaments were added to VBS (thanks 

to Maureen McTeer) with the result that 185 

Gideon’s bibles were given to VBS children 

this year!  The children were given the chance 

to learn, read and underline key verses from 

the VBS program in them.  From this success, 

Mike Wozniak worked to overcome 

longstanding Gideon's policies to make 

available 100 pocket new testaments for 

homeless give-away packets being created by 

the Strouds.  We met with Betty Eskey of the 

Samaritan Center and received approval to 

distribute the packets to the homeless. 

11. A five-church mission to Tecate in August with 

Pastor Roberto Gihone and Nueva Esperanza 

delivered laundry machines, backpacks with 

school supplies, and many food packages also 

hosting an inter-church celebration with the 

Las Vegas Covenant Church.  We delivered 

$800 for their Trailer Renewal Project, met 

significant medical expenses for Pastor 

Francisco and Lupita through benevolence 

and visited Tijuana, Mexico in December, 

delivering Christmas toys and attending the 

Annual Gathering of Mexican Covenant 

Pastors followed by a visit to Tecate where 

we learned that Pastor Cornelio needs our 

prayers for a new meeting house.  These 

bridges to Nueva Esperanza have been 

particularly encouraging.  Our next 

opportunity is February 21-25 traveling to 

Nagarite, a fishing village deep within Mexico 

to help construct a church outdoor meeting 

patio-cover.  We do need a couple of 

experienced construction people with tools for 

this important outreach. 

12. Twelve monthly meals were served by SCC 

members at the Samaritan Homeless Center 

culminating with Christmas dinner where the 

good people were served by the Thanstrom 

and Hoppis Families with 2 huge turkeys, 30 

pounds of mashed potatoes and gravy, 12 

pounds of roasted vegetables, 14 quarts of 

stuffing and cranberry sauce and four 

pumpkin pies with whipped cream.  

Afterward, they said they really appreciated 

that we made hot water available and some 

instant coffee (it was cold outside).  

Sometimes it is the little things that make all 

the difference.  Special thanks to Glen and 

Susan Abbot and Family who covered the 

July meal and wrote the Samaritan Meals 

inventory and guidelines documents and to 

Nancy Roth, Kevin Stroud and SCC 

volunteers for all that was done for the 

homeless through us this year in Simi Valley. 

All in all, a potent and very wonderful year in 

Missions and Outreach for Simi Covenant Church! In 

separate meetings with Pastor Chad and Youth 

Pastor Matt Bleckley all agreed that youth and 

discipleship are our top priority at SCC for the years 

to come. For Missions and Outreach this means 

finding our own unique SCC missional DNA and 
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spearheading outreach momentum amongst our 

youth through modeling and involving, toward our 

ultimate goal of becoming a sending church body.  

One of the groups highlighted this month, “Sowing 

the Seeds of Love” has their entire village praying for 

our church youth daily.  They believe in us and the 

work we will do in and through their prayers.  Godly 

men like David Husby of Covenant World Relief and 

our supported missionaries praying for us, visiting us, 

corresponding with us -- and doing good works 

through our giving -- will empower, encourage and 

strengthen our youth for the vital work of the gospel. 

 

We want 2017 to be a year where our youth are 

exposed to many outward focused good works, but 

we want a few very special persistent connections 

vitally brought before our whole congregation which 

we can be alive to together.  “Sowing the Seeds of 

Love” may be one such opportunity and the Lord has 

lain them before us in this season.  They do not have 

a church supporting them and care for nearly 200 

orphan children on less annual budget than a single 

year of our pre-school for one child!  Imagine our 

youth growing up at SCC surrounded by the stories of 

Christ's love to the non-church community around us, 

reaching and significantly and meaningfully touching 

young people’s lives abroad.  Imagine some of our 

own becoming effective ministers of the gospel, 

pastors, missionaries, teachers and aids for Christ's 

mission, and us supporting THEM as our official 

church missionaries in the near future days! 

 

This year a VBS family fed the homeless!  This year 

Ana (12) visited Mexico twice and now a Thousand 

Oaks family she knows wants to come with her on the 

next Mexico visit.  We cannot begin to imagine the 

fruit that the Lord will grow from the seeds we 

planted this year.  If everyone will remember to 

follow Pastor Chad's and the Lord’s great commission 

to us to “Gather, Grow and Go!” how far can SCC 

church reach?  Some essential questions: Where do I 

fit in?  Where does my home group and ministry 

team fit in?  How do I feel the Seeds of Christ's Love 

planted in me to spread His fruits into the Local 

Community and indeed the entire world? SCC will be 

exploring all of this in the weeks and months to 

come.  From the Missions and Outreach Ministry 

Team we wish you a Happy New Year and hope that 

you will hope with us, join with us and believe with us 

for Missions and Outreach at SCC in 2017 planting a 

holy seed in your heart today for joining the Lord’s 

work. The rewards are great! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

From The Editor . . . 

This most likely will be the last edition of this 

newsletter.  What we’ll try to do in the future is 

expand the use of social media in getting news out 

about our church, our youth, our programs, and issue 

relevant to our congregation. 

     The Covenant Messenger has come out every two 

months for the past fourteen months and I can’t say 

enough positive things about our contributors.  They 

have been loyal, dedicated and have worked very 

hard to keep everyone informed.  Thank you: 

• Brenda Cartwright – Pre-School and 

Women’s Ministries 

• Judy Larson – Prayers & Squares 

• Melody Johnson – Youth Ministries 

• Chad McDaniel -  Sr. Pastor 

• Pearl Davids – Librarian  

 

Jim Lowry 

Editor 

805-527-6370 
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• Lawrence Hoppis – Missions and Outreach 

Ministries 

• Doug King – Leadership Team 

• Steve Abarta – Men’s Ministries 

• Kathy Lowry – Book Club 

• Kevin Stroud – PADS & Samaritan Center  

• Office Staff of Christy Day and Maureen 

McTeer 

     We’ll not stop communicating with you but will do 

it with different mediums.  Stay tuned, you’ll hear 

from us, one way or another. 

 

 

Facilities at SCC . . . 
By: Jim Lowry, Ex-Chairman 

This last year, 2016, has been a productive year for 

the Facilities Committee.  We addressed small issues 

like water leaks, to large issues such as refurbishing 

the entire pre-school play yard and equipment.  

     For the record here’s what your dollars and many 

volunteers hours accomplished in 2016: 

• Finished the remodel of the first floor men’s 

restroom in the Education Center building. 

(Completed with RENEW FUNDS.) 

• Replaced the carpet on the Worship Center 

Stage.  First time that’s been done in many 

years. (Completed with RENEW FUNDS.) 

• Painted the “garage storage building” in the 

Pre-School play yard in our new SCC Theme 

colors of white with black trim. 

• Stained the climbing contraption in the sand 

pit of the Pre-School.  More work than you 

can imagine. 

• Removed a favorite play station due to rotted 

support beams. Not replaced due to extreme 

costs to replace the custom beams. 

• Repaired the damaged and collapsed drain 

line from the red brick patio to the back drive 

way. 

• Replaced several light fixtures with new and 

energy saving LED fixtures, especially around 

the Worship Center. 

• Added building name signs around campus to 

identify facilities for visiting guests and 

emergency responders. (Completed with 

RENEW FUNDS.) 

• Replaced all the fire sprinkler heads in and 

around the Worship Center – A safety issue. 

• Replaced all the emergency Exit signs in the 

Worship Center with LED’s that won’t burn 

out every few weeks. 

• Installed rain gutters on the Fellowship Hall, 

portions of the Administration Offices, and 

the Pre-School Office. 

• Trimmed the neighbor’s pine tree to reduce 

the possibility of damage to our property. 

 

     For the record I resigned from the chairmanship of 

the committee as of Dec. 2016 to allow me to 

concentrate on other areas at Simi Cov.  It’s been fun 

and rewarding.  Thank you all for your support. 

 

 

Simi Covenant Church Calendar 
 

Sunday Morning Services (one service) – 

9:30 AM 

*** 

Tuesday Evening 7:15 – 8:55 PM - Midweek 

Youth 6-12th Grade – Whole Campus 

**** 

Starting Jan. 10th  -  Confirmation Class 7th 

& 8th Graders – 6:30 to 7:15 PM – Church 

Offices 
**** 

Jan. 15th - Matt' Bleckley's Installation Service 

9:30am with reception to follow. 

 

Church Humor 
     "Where is my Sunday paper?" the irate customer 

calling the newspaper office, loudly demanded to 

know where her Sunday edition was. 

     "Madam," said the newspaper employee, "today 

is Saturday.  The Sunday paper is not delivered until 

tomorrow, on Sunday." 

     There was quite a long pause on the other end of 

the phone, followed by a ray of recognition as she 

was heard to mutter, "Well, that explains why no 

one was at church either.” 

 

 


