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“ R e a c h  u p  t o  
G o d ,   

R e a c h  i n t o  o u r  
h e a r t s ,   

R e a c h  o u t  t o  
o t h e r s ”   

From the Pastor’s Pen:  

 I recently picked up our church 
hymnal and thumbed through the 
pages, and lo and behold the page that 
opened up before me was hymn 86, 
“Great is Thy Faithfulness.” As I read 
the words to this wonderful hymn, it 
reminded me once again of just who 
God was and what 
God is about.  

 Quite often we 
speak of faith as our 
response to the love 
and compassion of 
our God but how 
often do we stop and 
appreciate just how 
faithful our God is to 
us? Yes, we thank God 
in our prayers for all God has and is 
doing for us, and yes, we praise God for 
being there for us when we are in need, 
but do we really understand the level 
of God’s faithfulness to us sinners one 
and all?  

 Let’s start with God’s protection; 
He will cover you with his pinions 
and under his wings you will find 
refuge; his faithfulness is a shield 
and buckler, Psalm 91:4 

 Our God provides us a place of 
safety from that which assails us, 
covering us and protecting us, offering 
us a place of refuge and peace. This 
does not mean bad things won’t 
happen, but when they do, our God is 
there to fight for us, all the while 

pulling us closer, shielding us from that 
which seeks to destroy us.  

 How about God’s everlasting 
presence; the Lord your God is in your 
midst, a mighty one who will save; he 
will rejoice over you with gladness; 
he will quiet you by his love; he will 

exult over you with 
loud singing, 
Zephaniah 3:17. 

 Our God is never 
far away, never out of 
reach, and never too 
busy to hear and 
respond to our needs, 
whether they be big 
or small. Our God is 
with us wherever we 

go, providing us guidance, direction, 
and instruction, even if we don’t 
always listen to it. And this is the 
wonder of our God, a God who knows 
our weaknesses, knows our failings, 
knows our shortcomings, and yet 
celebrates over us with loud singing 
and gladness.  

 Which brings to this; but God 
shows his love for us that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us, 
Romans 5:8. 

 God is so faithful to us that even 
though we were sinners, Christ came 
and took those sins upon his back, 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 The morning group met on August 9th and had a wonderful meeting. We discussed upcoming 

projects and events, such as Disaster Relief Buckets and the Disciples Women’s Fall Retreat. The 

Disaster Relief Buckets can be delivered to those recovering from disasters, such as the recent Kentucky 

floods.  The Disciples Women’s Fall Retreat, WonderFull World,” will be September 23-25 in Calera, AL. 

All women are welcome to join! 

 September will mark the return of our evening in-person CWF meeting! We are delighted to have 

Ellen back. Both our morning and evening groups will meet on Tuesday, September 13th (10am and 

7pm respectively). We will be collecting items to fill our Disaster Relief Buckets.  

CWF -  August recap 

hung them on a cross and covered them with his 
blood, setting us free from that which seeks to 
separate us from our God.  

 Which leads us to this; But you, O Lord, are a 
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
Psalm 86:15. 

 God who has every right to condemn us, to 
reject us, and to cast us away, instead 
demonstrates incredible patience and grace that 
has its foundation in a love that is steadfast and 
true.  

 While our faith may wane or falter when faced 
with trouble or despair, the faithfulness of God 
never fades or withers, but remains strong and 
vibrant. As Romans 8:37-38 points out; no, in all 
things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 This is the basis of God’s faithfulness, and it is 
this faithfulness we celebrate, that we profess and 
that we lift our voices in song.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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Youth Activities Update 

Hey everyone. as you may know this past 

month has been a wild one. It is hard to believe 

that this month has passed us, and September is 

here.  

In August, the youth did a mission 

outreach event one Thursday afternoon during 

Midweek Service. They purchased pizza and 

donuts and delivered it to the Fairhope Police 

Department.  

This month we are doing the Active 

Shooter Civilian Response Event on September 15 

from 5:00-8:00 pm. There will be a free supper 

from 5:00-6:00 pm and training will be from 6:00-

8:00 pm. There will be a lecture training, as well 

as a hands-on training. The hands-on training will 

be to survive an active shooter situation. Coastal 

Alabama PD and Fairhope PD are the ones doing 

the training and acting as the active shooter. This 

is a great event that will help you if you are ever 

faced in an active shooter situation. This event is 

open for everyone in our church and local 

community.  

This month in Sunday School we are doing 

month of study on friendships. It’s easy to spot a 

fake friend (and even easier to be a fake friend at 

times), but what’s not-so-easy is figuring out how 

to make and keep friendships that are real. Maybe 

it's just easier to keep our friendships on the 

surface. Maybe we’ve never seen real friendship 

in real life before. Or maybe we don’t actually 

know anyone we trust enough to be real with. 

These days, when “friends” are just a click or a 

follow away, it’s more important than ever to 

figure out what true friendships really looks like. 

 In this 4-week series, we’ll explore the words 

and stories of Jesus, the disciples, Paul, Timothy, 

David, and Jeremiah to help us understand what 

authentic friendships can look like. Together, we’ll 

discover that real friends choose each other 

wisely, show each other grace, comfort each 

other, and help each other grow.  

Ways you can pray for our children and 

youth: 

• That God will use each one for His purpose.  

• That each child and youth will continue to 

grow in their relationship with God.  

• Pray that God will bless our Children and 

Youth ministries.  

• That God will continue to use our church to 

teach children and youth about God.  

• That God will help grow our children and 

youth ministries.  

 Also, if you have a call to help with our 

children our youth ministries, we pray that you 

will answer the call. We can always use more 

help! 

—Adam Swedenburg 

Youth Minister 
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Sally's Shoeboxes: 

 Thank you to everyone who donated items, money, and shoeboxes  to Sally's Shoeboxes in August!  

Sally's Shoeboxes (Operation Christmas Child) shoebox filler needs for September are  

Toys! 

stuffed animals, yoyo’s, small cars, Legos, paddleballs, balls, playdoh, jump ropes, slinkies, harmonicas  

 

 

 

Please place items in the basket located in the foyer or put in Operation Christmas Child's temporary 

headquarters (in the hall between Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall). Any help will be greatly appreciated! 

—Pam Chambers 
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We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 
 

Sep 4 – Letohatchee, Mt. Moriah – Nathan Hartley, 

Minister 

Sep 11 – Letohatchee, New Hope – Howard Jones 

and Regina Jones, Ministers 

Sep 18 – Mobile, Azalea Hills – Gary West, Minister 

Sep 25 – Pensacola, First – Tim Clark, Minister 

Kristy Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Patsy Boothe 

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Larry Chambers 

Logan Chandler 

Janice Clifford 

Haley Clift 

Diane Cooper 

Don Darnell 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Daniel Herrea 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Elena Kinney 

Mack Maclaren 

Sarah Maddox 

Ellen Malugani 

Peggy McCarthy 

Brad Jason McCullough 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Barry Nix 

Emily O’Toole 

The Family of Debbie Parish 

Mike Patrick 

Sharon Quimby 

Marlene Robinson 

Wally & Judy Robinson 

McKenzie Rockwell 

Jennifer Penry Romano 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Jeanette Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Jeff Swedenburg 

Laura Talley 

Laura Todd 

Gary Turner 

Oleta Volking 

Tom Walker 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 
and all caregivers 

Our Church Prayer List: 

Military Prayer Requests: 
 

Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; 

grandson of Cindy Bishop 

Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; 

granddaughter of  Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani, Ramstein AFB, Germany; son 

of Pastor Rick & Ellen 
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2 - Jim Maddox 

4 - Corliss Vaughn 

8 -  Kirsten Parish 

15 -  David Chambers 

20 - Larry Chambers 

23 - Shari Morgan 

29 - June Berry 

 

09/09 — David and Susan Acree 

09/12 — Rick and Ellen Malugani 

09/26 — Ken and Corliss Vaughn 

September Servants 

• The church office will be closed Monday, 

September 5th in observance of Labor Day. 

• The Men’s Fellowship will meet Saturday, 

September 10th. Col. Patrick H. Downing 

(retired U.S. Army) will be our guest speaker, 

informing us of Special Forces and events for 

veterans in Baldwin County. 

• Mission Planning Team will meet 9/13 at 6pm 

• The CWF meets 9/13 at 10am and 7pm 

• We will have an Active Shooter Training event 

on Thursday, September 15th. Dinner will be 

served at 5pm. Training is 6-8pm. 

• Our next Food Truck Saturday is September 

17th 4-6pm! 

• There will be a spaghetti dinner on Sunday, 

9/18 to help our Children’s Fund. 

• There is a General Board meeting on 9/22 at 

6pm. 

News and Notes 

 

 

09/04 - Don Jennings will be 

speaking about his trip to Jerusalem 

09/11 - Romans 15:1-7 

09/18 - Acts 22:2-10 

09/25 - 2 Corinthians 3:2-3 

 

 Liturgists Lay Leaders Fellowship Hosts Elders 

Sep. 4 Adam Swedenburg Adam Swedenburg Jan & Sue Morris 
Janet Helms  

&  

Ken Vaughn  

Sep. 11 Donna Kenny   

Sep. 18 Morris White  Spaghetti Dinner 

Sep. 25   Sue Hammac  
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     1 
 

 
 
 

4pm Youth Service 

 
Pastor Out 

 2 
 

 

 

 

 3 
 

 

 4 
Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

 

 

 5      
Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6 

 
 

 

 7 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 
 

 8      
 

 

 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 9 
 

 

 10 
 

9am Men’s 

Fellowship 

 11 

Christian Ed @ 9 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  
 

 

 

 

 

 12 

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 

 13 

 

10am CWF 
 

Mission Planning 

Team 6pm 

 

7pm CWF 

 

 14 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 
 

 

 15     

11am Lunch 

Bunch @ Café 98 
 

4pm Youth Service 
 

Active Shooter 

Training: 

5pm Dinner 

6-8 Training 
 

 16 

 

 17 

 

 

 

 

Food Truck 

Saturday 4-6pm 

 18 

Christian Ed @ 9 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream 

 

Spaghetti Dinner  

 

 

 

  

 19     

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 
 

 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 21 

 
8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 

 

 

 22 

 
4pm Youth Service 

 

6pm General 
Board Meeting 

 
 

 

 

 23 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 24 
 
 
 

25 

 

Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream 

 

 

 

26 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 27  28 

 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 29 

 

 
4pm Youth Service 

 
 

 

 

 

 30 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

THERE IS HOPE 
Weekly Meeting Schedule: 

Mondays-Fridays: 

7:30am, 12pm 

Tuesdays: 

5:30pm 
 

Saturdays: 

9am - Men only 

10:30am - Women only 
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Disciples Making Disciples 
Sharing the Good News in Our World Today 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

FairhopeChristian.org 
 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Tierney Moore, Music Minister 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

Ashley Weller, Admin. Assistant 

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

 A "disciple" is a "learner" or a 

follower of a teacher. It is one 

who hears, understands, 

and obeys the teachings of Jesus. 

Disciple-making is helping people 

know Christ personally, follow 

Him completely, and make Him 

known broadly. It is coming 

alongside a disciple and training 

him to follow Christ. 

 

 People can sometimes make 

the mistake of thinking that 

Christianity is only about going to 

heaven when we die and that the 

Great Commission is only about 

converting people to Christianity. 

Eternity in heaven is part of 

salvation, but salvation has 

implications for our lives now. 

Jesus called us to make disciples, 

not just converts. Sharing the 

good news of eternal salvation is 

the first part of becoming a 

disciple, but making disciples also 

includes "teaching [people] to 

observe all that [Jesus] 

commanded" (Matthew 28:20). 

 Over the next few newsletters 

I will be reviewing what it means 

for disciples to make disciples. 

Have we heard it before?... 

Probably.  

Do we need to hear it again?… 

Most definitely.  

Until every knee bows and tongue 

confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord 

we still have work to do. 

Blessings, 

David Chambers 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.20

