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From the Pastor’s Pen: Let us make a joyful noise...
There is a saying,
“Music soothes the
savage beast,” but it does
much more than that.
Music has the power to
change moods, to settle
souls and to calm our
spirit. Music can recall
old times, to open up the
future and to draw us
together. Music can tell
stories, can add substance
to the world we live in,
and it can provide us a
way out of the doldrums
of our daily lives even if
only for a moment or
two. Music can give us
hope, can lift our spirits
and can soothe the savage
beast that resides in each
one of us at one time or
another.
Music can also
express love, devotion,
compassion and of
course praise. Our faith
history is filled with
music, the call for music
and the power of music.

Praise the Lord!
Praise God in his
sanctuary; praise him in
his mighty heavens!
Praise him for his mighty
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deeds; praise him
according to his
excellent greatness!
Praise him with
trumpet sound;
praise him with lute
and harp! Praise
him with
tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings
and with pipe! Praise him
with sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud
clashing symbols! Psalm
150:1-6.
We are called to
celebrate God’s greatness
through song, through
dance and music. We are
to let our exuberance
shine through as we lift
our God up in praise and
thanksgiving through
melody and rhyme. We
are to sing of God’s grace,
of God’s love, of God’s
compassion, of God’s
strength and of God’s
forgiveness. We are to lift
up our voices in loud
acclamation of the
promise God made to
each one of us through
the life, death and
resurrection of Christ to
offer each of us

redemption, salvation
and life everlasting. We
sing for joy that our God
has provided the greatest
gift ever known to
humanity, one that
removes our sins, that
erases our transgressions
and provides for us a new
beginning, a new
beginning that will never
end. This is something to
sing about, this is
something to lift up our
voices in praise, this is
something to celebrate
each and every day of our
lives.

I will sing to the Lord
as long as I live; I will
sing praise to my God
while I have being, Psalm
104:33.
Music is an important
part of our worship and
Continued on page 2,
Pastor’s Pen
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praise of God and while there are
many forms of this worshipful
music, the one thing they all have
in common is they work to bring
us closer to God through the
music. Hymns like Rock of Ages;

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God
Almighty; How Great Thou Art;
and Down by the Riverside to
name a few. And then there are
more contemporary songs like;

Lord God Almighty, by Crowder;
Overcome by Jeremy Camp; My
Lighthouse by Rend Collective
and so many more.
There is country, classic,
gospel, rap, spirituals and any
number of other genres and styles
but they all seek to do the same
thing and that is to praise God, to
thank God for all God is doing

and to celebrate the love and
devotion our God has
demonstrated for each and every
one of us.

Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs with
thankfulness in your hearts to
God. Colossians 3:16.

thanksgiving for all God has done
in our lives and find a peace, a
contentment and sense of being
that is so elusive in our world
today.

Let us come into his presence
with thanksgiving; let us make a
joyful noise to him with songs of
praise! Psalm 95:2. Amen.
Peace,
Pastor Rick

This is a call to live our lives
with a song in our hearts, a song of
joy, of thankfulness, of praise and
of love for our God. We can start
our morning singing praises to our
God, we can come to noon day
with a song of joy for God’s
everlasting presence and we can
lay down to sleep with a song of

Our Church Prayer List:
Mack Bishop
Sandra Bishop
Paul Bivins
Dianne Blaschak
Debbie Boothe
Patsy Boothe
Margaret Buchanan
Nettye Carter
Logan Chandler
Haley Clift
Diane Cooper
Norman Copeland
Barbara Davis
Zach Everett
Berry Fulford
Regina Geary
Lonnie Gibbs
Christy Good
Michelle Grene
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Bobby and Barbara Harris
Bobbie Hughes
Dottie Hughes
Marion Jellenc
Jon Mason Lim
Mack Maclaren
Elizabeth McGonagle
Jim Meads family
Dot & Bob Moffitt
Julie Morrow
Moon Mullins
Anna & Reed Myers
Tom Parks
Mike Patrick
Albert Pearson
Gladys Pierce
Sharon Quimby
Jean Rasmussen
Marlene Robinson

Abbye Scott
Lisa Seymour
Dorothy Skinner
Barbara Smith
Elijah Sprague
John Stephens
Don Stewart
Barbara Stieber
Gus Stranch
Laura Todd
Oleta Volking
Daryl Wasp
Erika White
Dana Whitfield
Sherrye Willmann
Fonda Winfrey
Laney Wooten
And all with COVID-19
Good News from Fairhope Christian Church

Getting to know… Retired Pastor Larry Chambers and his wife, Kaki
Born Sept. 20, 1937 in
Moundsville, West Virginia, to Roy
and Helyn Chambers, Larry
Chambers and his family were
members of First Christian Church,
making him a fourth-generation
Disciple. Larry’s great-grand father
was a member of Bethany Christian
Church in Bethany, WV. This was
the congregation started by Disciples’
founder, Alexander Campbell. Larry
has family members buried
alongside Campbell in Campbell
Cemetery, known as God’s Acre.
Larry’s family moved from WV
to St. Petersburg, Florida at the end
of Larry’s sophomore year of high
school. In St. Petersburg, Larry was
active in the Mirror Lake Christian
Church (Disciples), where he served
as junior deacon, CYF president and
was active in the Regional CYF
Conference. This is where he made
public his answer to God’s call to
ministry. His call was shaped by
those church and conference
experiences, along with the
mentorship of Mirror Lake’s youth
director, Mary-nee Noll and pastor
Dr. J. Wayne Drash. Before service
as Mirror Lake’s pastor, Dr. Drash
was pastor of First Christian Church
in Birmingham. Larry graduated
from Boca Ciega High School and
played varsity basketball there, as
well as in college.
Larry holds a BA Degree from
Lynchburg College (now the
University of Lynchburg), a school
affiliated with the Disciples of Christ;
M.Div. degree from Lexington
Theological Seminary; and a D.Min.
from Eden Theological Seminary.
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He also earned a M.Ed. Degree
from Florida Atlantic University.
Larry has served congregations in
Virginia, Kentucky, and Florida. He
retired in 1999 following a 14 year
ministry in Brandon, Florida.
Larry and his wife, Kaki, live in
Pensacola, Florida. A few years ago,
Larry transferred his membership to
Fairhope Christian Church from
First Christian Church, Pensacola.
His decision was influenced by the
fact that he served as Pastor Rick’s
mentor during Pastor Rick’s studies
at Lexington Theological Seminary.
Some may also remember that Larry
served as Fairhope Christian
Church’s interim minister in 2003.

He and Kaki are in several bowling
leagues and Kaki is an accomplished
tennis player. She is also a Louisiana
state record-holder in archery
competition (beating out her LSU
instructor, who was a U.S. Olympic
archer, for the honor!) They enjoy
playing word games, watching
movies, and traveling, especially
cruising. They are looking forward to
getting back to the latter in
Larry’s first wife died after a 12November, 2022 for their 19th
year battle with cancer. His second
wedding anniversary. (COVID
wife died of a pulmonary embolism
conditions permitting). Larry’s
not long after they were married.
volunteer work includes serving as a
Larry and Kaki were married in
volunteer in hospitals, working with
Pensacola in 2003. Their blended
the American Cancer Society, and
family includes six children and eight
with the Humane Society of
grandchildren. One of Kaki’s sons
Pensacola.
died in an automobile accident when
he was 17. Kaki retired a few years
When asked something that
ago after 30 years as a P.E. teacher at might surprise readers to learn about
St. Paul Catholic School in
him, Larry said he was “once kissed
Pensacola. While there, she also
by a camel during a Holy Land visit.”
started and directed an after-care
(That is, unless they’ve seen the
program for several years and for the photo!)
last few years she was Athletic
Director as well. She also coached
We are honored to have retired
volleyball and track. Her track team Pastor Larry Chambers and his wife,
was undefeated during the 19 years Kaki, in our congregation. Covid
she was head coach. Living with
makes it more difficult right now, but
Larry and Kaki are two rescue pets, once we are all back together again,
Josie the cat and Babs the dog.
please make it a point to get to know
these great additions to our church
Larry had to retire from playing family! Welcome Larry and Kaki! - lf
tennis, but for fun he still enjoys golf.
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September Liturgy
September 5 - Isaiah 40:28-31
September 12 - Hebrews 6:10
September 19 - John 5:8
September 26 - Rev. Don McLaughlin

We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship:
Sept. 5 - Letohatchee, Mt Moriah - Nathan Hartley, Min

Sept. 12 - Letohatchee, New Hope - Howard Jones and
Regina Jones, Ministers
Sept. 19 - Mobile, Azalea Hills - Gary West, Minister
Sept. 26 - Pensacola, First - Tim Clarke, Minister
Military Prayer Requests:
Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA;
grandson of Cindy Bishop
Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of
Morris & Janet
Major Ross Malugani, Ramstein AFB, Germany; son of
Pastor Rick & Ellen

Jim* Maddox, 9/2
Corliss* Vaughn, 9/4
Dorothy* Moffitt, 9/4
Kirsten* Parish, 9/8
David* Chambers, 9/15
Reed* Myers, 9/19
Larry* Chambers, 9/20
Shari* Morgan, 9/23
June* Berry, 9/29
Dottie* Long, 9/30

3 Bob and Dot Moffitt
9 David and Susan Acree
12 Rick and Ellen Malugani
26 Ken and Corliss Vaughn

Square dancing returns to FCC in September! Yee Ha!
Square dancing is returning to our fellowship hall
on Sept. 13! The Magnolia Squares will be here each
Monday evening from 6:30 to 8 pm and anyone
interested is welcome to join! There will be a nominal
fee collected each evening to provide for the caller.
According to Wikipedia, a square dance is a dance
for four couples
arranged in a square,
with one couple on
each side, facing the
middle of the square.
Square dances contain
elements from
numerous traditional
dances and were first
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documented in 16thcentury England, but
they were also quite
common in France and
throughout Europe.
So if you are
interested in learning this
ageless dance form, we
encourage you to come
to the fellowship hall each Monday evening! Pastor
Rick and Ellen have been dancing with this group for
a while, so if you have any questions, they would be
happy to help you.

Good News from Fairhope Christian Church

CWF - August meeting recap
CWF met on Tuesday, August 10 at both 10
a.m. and 7 p.m. Because of the surge in Covid cases,
it was decided to postpone the Rummage Sale until
the area’s virus numbers go down. So, that means
there’s even more time to bring in those unwanted
items to be put to a good use! It was decided to use
part of our next morning meeting to help Dian and
Vicki sort and price the items and enjoy a pizza party
as we worked.
We continued with the book studies at both of
the meetings. Next month’s donations will be small

bottles of liquid dish soap and small bottles of
laundry detergent for use in our Blessing Box.
All women of the church, as well as their friends
and family, are invited to join us at either CWF
meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 14th at either 10 a.m. or
7 p.m.
Looking forward to seeing everyone then!

- June Berry and Ellen Malugani
Co-chairs

Sally’s Shoeboxes is off to a great start!
Thanks to all who have brought in items to fill our shoeboxes! For our September
collection, we are asking for new socks and t-shirts. Please place your items in the white
basket decorated with Operation Christmas Child posters located in the
foyer. Requested items for October are new (small) toys.
Our 200 prefab cardboard Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are ready to be put
together! Contact me if you can help. Also, if you have empty shoeboxes, please bring it/them in and I will wrap
them and use them also. Our “packing party” will be on Sat. Nov. 6, from 10 am to 12 noon. Put this date on
your calendars now!
Thank you so much for your support of Sally’s Shoeboxes!

- Pam Chambers

FYI...
•

The Disciples Identity class begins Sept. 2, at 4
pm and continues through Thursday, Sept. 23.

•

The CWF Rummage Sale has been postponed
to a later date, but collections are ongoing and
being stored in the choir room.

•

The annual Coastal Cleanup will be Saturday,
Sept. 18, from 8 am to 12 noon. Everyone is
invited to help! You will be provided trash bags,
recycle bags and gloves, plus each participant will
receive a t-shirt. Adam must know if you are
participating before Sept. 13, so please contact
him ASAP, if you will be joining him in this fun
and very important work!

•

Our offices will be getting a facelift on Sept. 23,
so staff will be displaced around the building that
day...but we’ll be here!
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Youth Activities Update
As you all know, this past month the church and
church-related activities were canceled due to the
spike in Covid illnesses. However, that did not stop
our youth lesson each Sunday, as it was delivered by
video. Small videos have been shared during the
week to recap what was taught the previous Sunday,
and what is being taught the upcoming Sunday.
These have been fun projects, and the young people
have enjoyed watching them. However, with all of
that said, there is still nothing like in-person services.
We pray that we can meet back in-person very
soon, but we want to make
sure we are doing our best
to ensure the safety of
everyone. We are hoping
to start Sunday School
again the first Sunday in

September, and we are hoping to start midweek
lessons the first Thursday of September.
Also, in September we are planning to join the
annual Coastal Cleanup on Saturday, September 18,
from 8a-12p. We will be given a location in Fairhope
to help clean. We will be provided trash bags, recycle
bags and gloves. Also, each volunteer will receive a tshirt. All are welcome to be part of this, but I need to
know if you plan to help by September 13.

We are praying for God’s guidance and direction
for September. We pray that we can begin in-person
services again. We also pray that the Coastal Cleanup
will be a great day of service to help clean up our city.

Adam Swedenburg,
Youth Director

News and Notes
Julie Minter will join our staff as administrative
assistant on Tuesday, Sept. 7. Please stop by and
welcome her! That week, the church office will also
revert back to hours of 10 am to 2 pm, and will be
open Monday through Friday!
“Pastor Rick, We are so very thankful for you and
your team. Your good will and efforts have been felt
by many families.
We are blessed to continue to get to know you
and look forward to working with you all in the
future.”

Chief Stephanie Hollinghead
Police Chief, City of Fairhope
Glen Morris wishes to thank everyone for
their uplifting cards, notes, phone calls, and most
importantly, their prayers, as he and Sandra battled
cancer during the last month. His spirit was lifted by
each kind gesture of support and sympathy. Many
thanks to all…
Page 6

The Thursday Lunch Bunch invites you to join
them every third Thursday at 11 am at Café 98 for a
time of great fellowship over a tasty meal. All are
invited! No reservations necessary. Just show up!
It is with a heavy heart that I say farewell to all my
sweet friends at Fairhope Christian Church. As I shift
into retirement this month, please know I will always
remember my employment here as my very best and I
cherish each of you now as dear friends! You made
each day a real pleasure to come to work. I will miss
you all, but I will definitely stay in touch! Please do
the same! Much love to all! Lyn

Contact Info. Updates:
Frances Parks
605 Westchase Ct, S, Fairhope, AL 36532
New phone (Cell) – 251)767-7050
If anyone knows a new address for Ruth Conley, please
advise the office. We have received returned mail from
Eastern Shore Rehab with no forwarding address.
Good News from Fairhope Christian Church
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at a glance
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

29

30
31
Sr Adult
AA - 7:30
AA - 7:30
Sunday for
AA - 12pm
AA - 12pm
ALNWFL
10 am Craft Circle
2AA - 5:30
Region
Worship @ 10
Hurricane Ida
with live stream
remnants
and Christian
office closed
Education @ 9
Hurricane Ida

5

6

Worship @ 10
with live stream
and Christian
Education @ 9

7
Labor Day!

AA - 7:30

AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

Wednesday

Thursday

SEPT 1
AA - 7:30
8am Prayer
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

2

8

9
AA - 7:30
8am Prayer
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

Friday
3

AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm
4 pm
Disciples Identity
Study

Saturday
4

AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

10

AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm
4 pm
Disciples Identity
Study

AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

11
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

Office open

Welcome to FCC
Julie Minter!!
12
13
14
Worship @ 10
AA - 7:30
AA - 7:30
with live stream
AA - 12pm
AA - 12pm
and Christian
10 am Craft Circle
AA - 5:30
Education @ 9
6:30—8
Magnolia Squares
10 am & 7 pm
CWF Mtg

15

19
20
21
Worship @ 10
AA - 7:30
with live stream
AA - 12pm
and Christian
10 am Craft Circle
Education @ 9
6:30—8
Magnolia Squares

22 AA - 7:30
8am Prayer
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

26 Pastor
27 Pastor on
28
Don McLaughlin
Sabbatical
to fill in for
AA - 7:30
Pastor Rick
AA - 12pm
Worship @ 10
10 am Craft Circle
with live stream
6:30—8
and Christian
Magnolia
Squares
Education @ 9
Pastor Rick
starts Sabbatical
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AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

16
AA - 7:30
8am Prayer
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

18
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

Office open

4 pm
Disciples Identity
Study

Unload/move
office furniture

29
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

17

AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm
11 am Lunch
Bunch @ Café 98

23

24

AA - 7:30
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm
AA - 12pm
4 pm
Disciples Identity Furniture moved
Study
back into office FHS Reunion Mtg.
Office floors
Fellowship Hall
Office open
replaced
10am - 1pm
30

AA - 7:30
8am Prayer
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

25 AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

OCT. 1
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

2
AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

Good News from Fairhope Christian Church

Disciples Making
Discipleship
How do we know what is
really important to a person? One
way is reading (or listening to)
their last words. When we get
down to those last things we want
to tell those who we really love,
it’s usually pretty important. As
you are on your death-bed do you
say, “Could you hand me that
picture of my car? I just want to
hold it one more time.” or “Hand
me my check book. I want to see
how much money I have.” These
are probably not what you want
your last words to be. Jesus’ last
words were pretty important, too.
I would say perhaps they were the
most important thing he wanted
to tell his Disciples before he

ascended to Heaven. What were
his last words? “Go therefore and
make disciples of all
nations...” (Matthew 28:18-20)
There it is - the mission of the
church, stated in clear and concise
terms. “Go therefore and make
disciples...”
You already know that being
the kind of Disciple Jesus wanted
you to be requires more than just
going to church once a week. Also
more than serving on a ministry
team or two, or bringing a
casserole to a church dinner.
There is nothing wrong with these
events. These are all part of our
church life. But being a Disciple

requires more—it requires going
out and making more Disciples.
The end goal is not salvation, that
is an introduction to God’s goal.
God’s desire is that those who are
saved become Disciples.
It’s not complicated.
Discipleship is that developmental
process that progressively brings
Christians from spiritual infancy
to spiritual maturity so that they
are then able to reproduce the
process with someone else. Pretty
basic. Disciples making Disciples
is how we fulfill the mandate of
Matthew 28:18-20.
Blessings,

David Chambers

Fairhope Christian
Church
(Disciples of Christ)
349 Fairwood Blvd.
Fairhope, AL 36532
Join us! Everyone is welcome!
Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School - 9:30 am
Worship Service - 10:30 am
Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday
9 am - 2 pm
Phone: 251-928-8495
Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915
E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or
office@fairhopechristian.org
Church Staff:
Rick Malugani, Pastor
Brenda Isbell Bennett,
Church Musician
Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant
Lyn Fogarty, Admin. Assistant
Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director

We’re on the web!
FairhopeChristian.org
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