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“ R e a c h  u p  t o  
G o d ,   

R e a c h  i n t o  o u r  
h e a r t s ,   

R e a c h  o u t  t o  
o t h e r s ”   

From the Pastor’s Pen:  

 We are entering the final quarter of 
this year and the advent season is just 
around the corner. For as challenging as 
this year has been, it still seems like it 
went by fast. I know, the older we get 
the faster time goes and while we all 
know that is not factually true, it does 
appear to be going faster and faster the 
older I get. Maybe it is because I am 
realizing that I have less in front of me 
than what is behind me, or it just could 
be that I am slowing down and things 
around me appear faster. Whatever the 
reason, I have come to the realization 
that I need to make the most of the time 
I have left. Throughout my life I have 
wasted so much time and I am sure I am 
not the only one. I can spot many 
instances where I did things that had no 
real value, that did not add to my 
wellbeing or to that of others, times 
when I was selfish or just lazy or just 
didn’t care. I know I am not alone here 
as I have witnessed others confessing 
the same thing.  

 And while we can lament those past 
decisions or non-decisions, it does us no 
good to dwell on them for they are in the 
past and there is nothing we can do 
about them. The time we wasted earlier 
we will never get back but what we can 
do is make the best of the time we have 
left.  

 And this is where forgiveness comes 
in. Not sure if you thought I was going 

there, but this is an important point. We 
speak of forgiveness all the time and of 
the need to forgive others. We all know 
that part of the Lord’s prayer, forgive 
others as I have forgiven you, but what 
about forgiving ourselves? This is a 
different animal as quite often the 
biggest grudge we hold is the one 
against ourselves. Some reasons for this 
may be that we feel that we deserve 
punishment for our sins and take it upon 
ourselves to execute that punishment. 
Maybe we feel if we forgive ourselves, 
we are usurping God taking away that 
which is God’s to give, namely 
forgiveness of our sins. Maybe we feel 
we don’t deserve forgiveness at all or 
maybe we like rolling around in the mire 
of self-pity.  

 Whatever the reason is, none of 
them hold water for Jesus came to 
liberate us from all sin and through his 
life, death, and resurrection banished 
them forever. He took on your sins and 
my sins breaking their hold on us and 
freeing us from the punishment we so 
rightly deserve.  

 Remember those words from the 
cross; Father, forgive them, Luke 23:34. 
Forgive them. Jesus calls on forgiveness 
for all for they know not what they are 
doing and if Jesus forgives all, how can 
we not do the same, including forgiving 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 The morning and evening groups met on September 13th and had wonderful meetings. We 

discussed upcoming projects and events, such as the Disaster Relief Bucket project and our planned trip 

to the Mardi Gras Museum.  

 We will be continue to collect items to fill our Disaster Relief Buckets during the month of October. 

Our next meetings are set for October 11th at 10am and 7pm. 

 We are planning a trip to the Mardi Gras Museum in Mobile on Friday, October 28th. We will meet at 

the church at 9am, and will have lunch after our visit to the museum. Tickets are $8 per person. This trip 

is open to all in the church. If you would like to come, please let us know by October 21st.  

CWF -  September Recap 

ourselves.  

 Hear these words from Paul whom we all know 
had a pretty despicable background as a persecutor 
of Christians. I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord 
who has strengthened me because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service even 
though I was formally a blasphemer, a persecutor, 
and a man of violence. But I received mercy 
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief and the 
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure 
and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners-of which I am 
the foremost, 1 Timothy 1:12-15.  

 Paul knew who he was, but in Jesus found the 
strength to forgive himself for his past. This does not 
mean he didn’t remember, but through the 
forgiveness of Jesus he has been liberated from the 
chains that bound him to his former life and freed to 
live the life Jesus had put before him.  

 The same is true for us today. In order to fully 
realize the love, grace and purpose our Lord has for 
us, we must be able to forgive others and ourselves 
just as God has forgiven us.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Hey everyone, and welcome to the season of 

Fall! We feel wind in the weather, and cool mornings 

and nights. The youth have continued to enjoy 

attending Sunday School, and Midweek service.  

This month we are doing an outreach themed 

and centered event. We are asking for donations of 

candy. Each week during midweek service we plan 

to meet, divide, and bag the candy up. The week 

before Halloween we plan to take the bags of candy 

to local neighbors. This will be for them to hand to 

Trick or Treaters. If you have any marketing items 

that you would like to add to these bags, please let 

me know.  

This month in Sunday School we are doing a 

month of study on wisdom. We all make exchanges 

— all the time, in fact! Whether you're shopping, 

texting your best friend, swapping snacks at the 

lunch table, or returning a wave to a neighbor, most 

of the exchanges we make aren't very memorable. 

But the exchanges that stick with us are the 

exchanges we have with people who impact our 

lives for the better. Maybe you've exchanged 

meaningful advice, wisdom, or encouragement with 

your friends, family members, heroes, coaches, 

pastors, or younger people you've invested in. Those 

exchanges are what this series is all about. In this 

four-week series from 2 Timothy, we'll explore some 

advice the apostle Paul gave to Timothy, a guy he 

was mentoring, because we can learn from Paul's 

wisdom too. Through it, we'll see how we can all 

exchange wisdom with each other (no matter our 

age) by helping each other discover our gifts, 

develop discernment, get equipped, and find 

strength. 

We ask as God brings change to the weather, 

that He will continue to change us and our hearts to 

be more like Jesus. We pray, that God will bring 

change to our community and our nation. We also 

pray that God will lead our youth ministry and 

church in the way that best serves Him.  

—Adam Swedenburg 

Youth Minister 
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Sally's Shoeboxes: 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed toys during the month of September. I had planned to ask for 

contributions of t-shirts and socks for October, but feel that we need soap, toothbrushes, and combs more. 

Please put the items in the basket in the foyer or the Operation Christmas Child room. If you are unable or 

don't really like to shop, we can also use money to purchase needed items. Thank you again for your support 

of Sally's Shoeboxes (Operation Christmas Child)!  

 

 

—Pam Chambers 

HELP THE LADIES OF CWF FILL DISASTER RELIEF BUCKETS! 
We will fill buckets with cleaning supplies, and then deliver to areas in need after a natural disaster. 

 

Purchase whatever items you can. Every little bit helps! 

• Lysol (10oz) 

• Pine-Sol Ocean (48oz) 

• Clorox Bleach (32oz) 

• Ultra Deluxe Dish Soap 

• Spic and Span (1pt) 

• Laundry Detergent (16oz) 

• Cleaning Towels (2 pack) 

• Heavy Duty Scouring Pads (4 
pack) 

• Scrub Brush (x2) 

• Multi-purpose Gloves 

• SOS pads 



Page 5 Volume 10, Issue 10 

 

We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 
 

Oct 2 – Madison, Madison – Phillip Gilbert, Supply 
Minister 

Oct 9 – Robertsdale, First – Alan Woods, Supply 
Minister 

Oct 16 – Helena, Grace – Brad Henderson and 
Phyllis Kirk, Ministers 

Oct 23 – Montgomery, First – Shane Isner, Minister 

Oct 30 – Florence, First – Cameron Douglas, 
Interim Minister 

Kristy Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Patsy Boothe 

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Larry Chambers 

Logan Chandler 

Janice Clifford 

Haley Clift 

Clay Conrad 

Diane Cooper 

Don Darnell 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Hugh Hays 

Daniel Herrea 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Elena Kinney 

Mack Maclaren 

Sarah Maddox 

Ellen Malugani 

Peggy McCarthy 

Brad Jason McCullough 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Barry Nix 

Emily O’Toole 

Mike Patrick 

Sharon Quimby 

Marlene Robinson 

Wally & Judy Robinson 

McKenzie Rockwell 

Jennifer Penry Romano 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Jeanette Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Adam Swedenburg 

Laura Talley 

Laura Todd 

Gary Turner 

Oleta Volking 

Tom Walker 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 
and all caregivers 

  

  

Our Church Prayer List: 

Military Prayer Requests: 
 

Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; 

grandson of Cindy Bishop 

Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; 

granddaughter of  Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani, Ramstein AFB, Germany; son 

of Pastor Rick & Ellen 



Good News from Fairhope Christian Church Page 6 

 

 

 On September 15th we hosted the Active Shooter Civilian Response Event. It was a huge success! We 

had about eighty people attend, including a couple who traveled from Pensacola. Sargent Williams,  

Coastal Alabama, and Fairhope PD did an excellent job with the teaching and training. We had a heavy 

media presence through Facebook groups, marketing groups, and news medias. WKRG and Fox 10 

aired interviews, while other news medias such as Fairhope Times and Welcome to Fairhope shared the 

interviews on their social media sites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 We had Southern Sky Grill and Bondi Bowls join us for our Food Truck Saturday on September 17th. We 

appreciate their delicious menus! 

 There was a Spaghetti dinner after worship on the 18th. Donations collected will be used to support the 

children’s fund. Thank you to all who donated! 

 We have new(ish) parking lots! Next time you park your car, take a gander at our newly upgraded 

parking lots. Thank you Bob Broughton for helping coordinate those efforts.  

 Bathroom renovations have begun! We are remodeling our restrooms, beginning with the two nearest 

to the sanctuary. The bathrooms near the office (off of the Fellowship Hall) are still open.  

 Our basketball and park areas are coming along nicely! Dirt has been poured and sod will soon be laid.  

SEPTEMBER RECAP 

Notes From Friends 

I hope all is well with each one 

of you as it is with me. 

May God bless you, 

Shirley Slay 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, my family and I 

wish to thank you for your prayers and cards of 

sympathy at the passing of my wife Dorothy July 21. 

Your love and kindness will always be remembered 

with deep gratitude. May grace, mercy, and peace 

be with you all. 

—Bob Moffitt and family 
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• The Men’s Fellowship will meet Saturday, 

October 1st. Our guest speaker will be Rev. Bill 

Quin of Trinity Church.  

• Get your tickets! Three on a String will be live in 

concert on Thursday, October 6th.  

• Blessing Box Sunday 

is October 9th! 

Needed items are: 

toilet paper, paper 

towels, toiletries, 

peanut butter, 

jelly, and canned 

meats. Monetary 

donations are 

always appreciated as well! 

• The Worship Task Group will meet 5:30pm Oct. 

18.  

• Mission Planning Team will meet 6pm Oct. 11.  

• The CWF meets 10/11 at 10am and 

7pm. We will be collecting items for 

our Disaster Buckets. Please see the 

list on page 4 or in the Fellowship 

Hall for needed items! 

• We will have a Veteran’s Breakfast Thursday, 

October 13th from 6:30a-9:00a. 

Contact Ken Vaughn for more info. 

• October 17th is Food Truck Saturday as well as 

our Fall Festival! Join us for fun and 

fellowship from 4-6pm.  

 

• Pastor Rick & Rev. Jim Clifford’s 4-week Grief 

Workshop will begin Oct. 19th 

and continue every Wednesday 

through Nov. 9th.  Call the 

office to register for this free 

event.  

• Grace Harmony will be leading our worship on 

October 23rd at 10am. 

• Join the ladies of CWF Friday, October 28th for a 

fun trip to Mobile. We will leave the church at 

9am and head to the Mobile 

Mardi Gras Museum. We will 

have lunch after. Tickets are $8. 

Call the office by October 21st to 

RSVP. All are invited to join! 

• Dolores Eads will be our guest speaker on 

Sunday, October 30th. She will tell us more 

about Light of the Village and her experiences 

with this wonderful organization! See page 8 for 

more information. 

UPCOMING OCTOBER EVENTS! 
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Ellen Malugani, 10/4 

Alvida Rucando, 10/8  

Marjorie Robinson, 10/11 

Marilyn Wimpee, 10/14 

Bob Renner, 10/17 

Shirley Slay, 10/17 

Carol Crawford, 10/26 

Marion Jellenc, 10/26 

Kate Light, 10/31 

10/6 - Jim and Pam Maddox 

October Servants 

 

 

10/02 - 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

10/09 - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

10/16 - Galatians 6:6-10 

10/23 - Grace Harmony 

10/30 - Dolores Eads 

 

 Liturgists Lay Leaders Fellowship Hosts Elders 

Oct. 2 Ken Vaughn Fred Crawford  

Don Jennings 

&  

Marjorie Robinson 

Oct. 9 Donna Kenny Donna Kenny  

Oct. 16 Sue Hammac   

Oct. 23  Morris White Morris White Donna Kenny 

Oct. 30     

Mark your calendar—October 30th, 2022—Mrs. Delores Eads 

Delores is the wife of John Eads, who recently gave the most informative and inspiring talk about the formation 

and operation of the Light of the Village in Prichard, AL. It will be interesting to hear Delores speak of her 

experiences as co-founder and director of operations. 

LOV is a mission supported by our church and individually by many of our members. There just couldn’t be a 

mission more worthy. As a fundraiser, LOV has some of their teenagers make, package, and sell candles. This 

gives these teenagers some entrepreneurial experience—better that they work this way rather than selling drugs. 

There will be candles for sale at the conclusion of the service on the 30th. The cost is $15 and they make nice gifts 

for neighbors, school teachers, and anyone you wish to remember at Thanksgiving or Christmas.  

Let’s show our appreciation to John & Delores Eads for the wonderful work they continue to do in the Lord’s 

name. See you on the 30th! 
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       1 
 

9am Men’s 

Fellowship 

 2 
Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

 

Reconciliation 

Offering 

 3      
9am Elders 

Meeting 

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 4 

 
 

 

 5 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 
 

 6      
4pm Youth Service 

 

 

 

 

Three on a String 

@Coastal College 

 7 
 

 

 8 
 

 

 9 

Christian Ed @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  
 

 

Blessing Box 

Sunday 

 10 

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 

 11 

 

10am CWF 
 

Mission Planning 

Team 6pm 

 

7pm CWF 

 

 12 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 
 

 

 13     

6:30-9:00a 

Veterans 

Breakfast 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4pm Youth Service 
 
 

 14 

 

 15 

 

 

 

Fall Festival & 

Food Truck 

Saturday 4-6pm 

 16 

Christian Ed @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream 

 

 

 

 

  

 17     

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 
 

 18 

 

 

 

5:30 Worship 

Committee 

 

 

 

 19 

 
8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
6pm Grief Support 

Workshop 

 

 

 20 

 

11am Lunch 

Bunch @ Café 98 

 

 
4pm Youth Service 

 
 
 

 21 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 22 
 
 
 

23 

Grace 

Harmony 

@10a 

 

 

 

 

24 

10 am Craft 

Circle 

Magnolia 

Squares 

7-9pm 

 25  26 

 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
6pm Grief Support 

Workshop 

 27 

 

 

 

 
4pm Youth Service 

 
 

 

 28 

 

 

 

Mardi Gras 

Museum & Lunch 

Outing 

 

29 

30 

Christian 

Ed @9a 

 

Worship @ 

10a 

31 

 

 

 

10 am Craft 

Circle 

Magnolia 

THERE IS HOPE 
Weekly Meeting Schedule: 

Mondays-Fridays: 

7:30am, 12pm 

Tuesdays: 

5:30pm 
 

Saturdays: 

9am - Men only 

10:30am - Women only 
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Disciples Making Disciples 
Sharing the Good News in Our World Today 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

FairhopeChristian.org 
 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Tierney Moore, Music Minister 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

Ashley Weller, Admin. Assistant 

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

 Before we can become 
disciples making disciples we 
probably need to understand why 
we want to be a disciple. We live 
in a world that demands our focus 
in order to gain what it is that we 
want. What do we want? It’s not 
that hard: peace, happiness, 
comfort, love, satisfaction…The 
real question is how do we gain 
these life qualities? Our world 
teaches us that money, fame, 
popularity, power, or even drugs 
are the answer to our search for 
the true life. So, how is that 
working out? Taking the search 
out of our human hands is where 
we begin. That is the guiding light 

of religious enlightenment. Jesus 
came to give us the message that 
God does love us and wants us to 
have that true life we are 
searching for. Our success in our 
search requires following Jesus 
and doing the things he teaches 
(discipling). One of the most 
beautiful, stress relieving, joyous 
Scripture is in Ephesians 2:8-10, 
“For by grace you have been 
saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not the result of words, so 
that no one may boast. For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works.” 

 The true life is the disciple’s 
life. Our ability to gain the 
blessings of God (peace, 
happiness, comfort, love, etc.) 
requires us to let go of the “me” 
and accept Jesus Christ as our 
heart and soul. Becoming a 
disciple and following the 
teachings of Jesus is the path of 
true life. That is why I became a 
disciple and why I want to help 
others find this joy. How about 
you? 
 

Blessings, David Chambers 
 


