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Pastor’s Pen 

and as part of the larger 

church. It can provide 

time for more focused 

study while opening up 

avenues for renewed 

spiritual growth. A key 

part of the sabbatical is to 

revisit our calling making 

sure we are still listening 

and responding to that 

which God has placed 

before us.  In a time when 

the average life span of a 

new minister in a 

congregation is five years, 

the idea of sabbatical 

comes at a point when 

many are getting close to 

if not burned out. 

Sabbatical offers time to 

catch a breath, to settle 

minds and to restore 

energy and hopefully avert 

the burnout of a pastor.   

There are benefits for 

the church as well. It 

gives them a break, a 

chance to experience a 

fresh perspective while 

also allowing time to 

reevaluate their position 

as ministers themselves. 

It allows the church to 

step up and take on more 

leadership roles while 

confirming that they will 

be okay if the regular 

pastor is not there for an 

extended period of time. 

It also prepares the 

church for the eventual 

transition from one 

pastor to another giving 

them confidence that 

they can carry on with the 

mission of the church 

without direct pastoral 

leadership. It gives the 

church time to reflect on 

its participation in the 

ministries of the church 

and maybe even revisit 

their individual or 

collective call to be 

servants in God’s fields.  

My intention for my 

first sabbatical is to spend 

time reflecting of how I 
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From the Pastor’s Pen:  

By the time you are 

reading this, I will have 

started my sabbatical. 

Our church policy states 

that after five years of 

pastoral service, the 

pastor is entitled to three 

months sabbatical. It 

does not seem possible 

but I have already been 

here six years serving as 

your pastor.  I had 

scheduled a sabbatical for 

last year, but with the 

covid outbreak, I 

postponed it until this 

year. I intend to take six 

weeks starting on Sunday, 

September 26 and will 

return to the pulpit on 

Sunday, November 7.  

The idea behind 

pastoral sabbatical is to 

set aside time for rest, 

reflection, and 

reevaluation of God’s 

call. This time away does 

a couple of things. One, 

it allows the pastor to step 

back and reflect on his or 

her leadership of the 

church as well as review 

areas of success and 

challenge that occurred 

over the previous few 

years, both individually 
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Our Church Prayer List: 
Mack Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Dianne Blaschak 

Debbie Boothe 

Patsy Boothe 

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Logan Chandler 

Haley Clift 

Diane Cooper 

Norman Copeland 

Don Darnell 

Barbara Davis 

Zach Everett 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Christy Good 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Bobbie Hughes 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Jennifer Johnson 

Jon Mason Lim 

Doug Lowell 

Mack Maclaren 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Jim Meads family 

Dot & Bob Moffitt 

Julie Morrow 

Moon Mullins 

Anna & Reed Myers 

Tom Parks 

Mike Patrick 

Albert Pearson 

Gladys Pierce 

Sharon Quimby 

Jean Rasmussen 

Marlene Robinson 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Don Stewart 

Barbara Stieber 

Gus Stranch 

Laura Todd 

Oleta Volking 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Dana Whitfield 

Sherrye Willmann 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 and the 
healthcare workers caring for all 

Continued from Pg. 1, Pastor’s Pen 

as a pastor can be more effective 

in leading this congregation in 

spiritual as well as numerical 

growth. I want to take time to see 

where we have been, where we 

currently are and where God may 

be leading us in the future. Ellen 

and I will spend time in Lexington 

Kentucky where I plan to visit 

with professors and hopefully gain 

some new knowledge or fresh 

perspective. We will also 

participate in a two-week couple’s 

retreat in Louisiana where we 

have access to a spiritual advisor, 

meditation gardens as well as 

nature walks where we can find 

time to think and to commune 

with God.  I will also be spending 

time reading books, some for 

spiritual growth, some for escape 

and some just because. There will 

be some down time as well that 

will allow me to just get some rest 

and recharge.  

The hope is that when I 

return, I have renewed energy and 

a clearer understanding of what 

God wants me to do both 

individually and as pastor of this 

wonderful body of believers. It is 

also my hope that our church has 

a renewed sense of purpose and a 

better understanding of what God 

is calling each of us do as a 

committed body of Christ. No 

one can do it alone; it takes 

everyone to build the kind of 

church that not only proclaims the 

good news but lives out that good 

news each and every day.  

I ask you to pray for me as I 

spend time in sabbatical, asking 

for clarity of purpose, revelation 

of direction and the provision of 

strength so I can be the leader this 

church deserves.  

Thank you for this 

opportunity and for the love and 

support I have been so blessed 

with for these last six years. May 

God keep you and bless you now 

and forevermore. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rick 
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Youth Activities Update 
Hey everyone, I am glad to state that the 

church is back open, and the youth are back to 

meeting in person for Sunday School at 9 am. I no 

longer record the lesson on video since we are now 

meeting back in person. However, I do record a 

minute and a half video that talks about what we 

learned the previous Sunday and what we will be 

talking about the upcoming Sunday. These videos 

are an excellent way for the youth to get a recap of 

the lesson if they missed it and a way to learn what 

topic is coming up. I have started to do something 

fun with these videos. I have started recording them 

in random locations so that it is an adventure to see 

where I will be each time. I have also asked the youth 

to help by giving me random places to visit and 

record at.  

The youth also meet back in person for the 

Thursday midweek lessons at 4 pm. These lessons 

are an excellent way for the youth to learn, but it also 

gives the youth something fun to do in the middle of 

the week. Sometimes the youth enjoy a lesson the 

entire time. Other times the youth enjoy a shorter 

lesson and spend time talking and playing games with 

one another.  

 Last month we enjoyed being part of Coastal 

Cleanup. We had nine people go, and it was a great 

time to help serve our community. We helped clean 

up the beach area located off of Pier Street. We 

found some trash and we found a good bit of lumber 

washed up on shore from the storms we have had 

lately.  

This month the youth and I are looking 

forward to being part of the Drive-Thru Trunk or 

Treat. We are also looking to go to a haunted house, 

a haunted hayride, or a haunted maze. We are 

unsure at this moment which one we want to do. The 

youth and I are also helping this month with the 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes. We are 

taking our Thursday midweek service time to meet 

and put soap and washcloths into Ziplock bags. We 

are putting induvial toothbrushes into Ziplock bags. 

We are going to help assemble some of the 

shoeboxes.  

I would also like to congratulate our two 

youth and myself for being selected to help serve the 

Regional Youth Council for the 2021-2022 term. 

The two youth that put their application in and was 

selected are Caitlinn Ragland and Clair Talley. I am 

proud to see how these two help out with our church, 

the region, and the community. It is a blessing and an 

honor to have such wonderful youth part of our 

youth ministry.  

The Regional Youth Council is a council 

made up of ten youth from the region and four 

adults. This council serves as a team to help plan 

regional events such as the winter retreat, a variety of 

summer camps, mission opportunities, and other 

programs. The members also have unique 

opportunities for training and faith development as 

young leaders in the church. Also, suppose any 

church in the region wants to learn about the regional 

youth ministry. This council goes and speaks to those 

churches and teaches them about the regional youth 

ministry.  

It is a blessing to be part of such an active 

youth ministry and watch these outstanding youth 

grow into great young adults. Covid may have us not 

being able to do as much as we would like, and it has 

us from doing certain things, but we are determined 

not to let Covid stop us. This youth group is very 

active. 

We look forward to seeing what activities, 

events, missions, and other things God has in store 

for us to do and help out with in our church and 

community.   

 

Adam Swedenburg, 

Youth Director 

Caitlynn Ragland Clair Talley 
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Ellen Malugani, 10/4 

Alvida Rucando, 10/8  

Marjorie Robinson, 10/11 

Marilyn Wimpee, 10/14 

Bob Renner, 10/17 

Shirley Slay, 10/17 

Carol Crawford, 10/26 

Marion Jellenc, 10/26 

Kate Light, 10/31 

Jim and Pam Maddox 10/6 

Norma and Moon Mullins 10/19 

We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 
 

Oct. 3   - Madison, Madison  - Philip Gilbert, Supply Minister 

Oct. 10 - Robertsdale, First -  Alan Woods, Supply Minister 

Oct. 17 - Helena, Grace - Brad Henderson and Phyllis Kirk, 

     Ministers 

Oct. 24 - Montgomery, First - Shane Isner, Minister 

Oct. 31 -Florence, First - Cameron Douglas, Interim Minister 

 
Military Prayer Requests: 
 

Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; 

grandson of Cindy Bishop 

Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of 

Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani, Ramstein AFB, Germany; son of 

Pastor Rick & Ellen 

October Liturgy 
 

October 3  -  Mark 10:13 - 16 

October 10 - Pastor Don McLaughlin 

October 17 - Pastor Don McLaughlin 

October 24 - Don Jennings 

October 31 - Pastor Don McLaughlin 

The Magnolia Squares will be 

here each Monday evening 

from 6:30 to 8:30 pm and 

anyone interested is welcome 

to join! There will be a 

nominal fee collected each 

evening to provide for the 

caller. According to Wikipedia, a square dance is a 

dance for four couples arranged in a square, with one 

couple on each side, facing the middle of the square. 

Square dances contain elements from numerous 

traditional dances and were first documented in 16th-

century England, but they were also quite common in 

France and throughout Europe.  

So if you are interested in learning this ageless dance 

form, we encourage you to come to the fellowship 

hall each Monday evening! Pastor Rick and Ellen 

have been dancing with this group for a while, so if 

you have any questions, they would be happy to help 

you.  

 

Come join the fun! 

 

Square dancing fun in October! 
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FYI… 
 

• Rummage Sale will be Saturday, October 16th from 

7am to noon. Volunteers needed. 

• Drive-thru Trunk or Treat  will be Saturday, 

October 30 from 2 to 4pm. Volunteers needed. 

• Youth meet every Thursday at 4pm for youth 

midweek service. 

• Yo Yo’s, washcloths, toothbrushes and rubber balls 

needed for Sally’s Shoeboxes. 

• Remember the First Friday Art Walk in Downtown 

Fairhope on Oct. 1st from 6pm to 8pm! 

CWF met at both 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 

September 14th.  The morning group wishes to 

thank Jane Velasquez for leading the study of the 

book Reflections of the Psalms.  The evening group 

enjoyed discussing the next chapter of the book, 

"Inverted".  The evening group will be finishing their 

book next month and will be looking into ideas for 

the next book to begin in January. After a discussion 

with Lyn Fogarty, it was decided that she and her 

husband would come to the service on November 

14th where we will honor her for her years of service 

with a cake during Fellowship time. Rummage sale 

donations are still being accepted. It will be decided 

at the October meeting of a possible date for the 

Rummage sale. Next month's donations will be 

crackers/snack crackers/saltines for use in our 

Blessing Box. Quite a few bottles of laundry 

detergent and liquid dish soap were brought in also 

for use in our Blessing Box. After a pizza lunch, the 

morning group had fun putting up fall decorations in 

the Fellowship Hall. Our next meeting will be 

Tuesday, October 12th and all are welcome to come 

to either group and bring a friend.  

June Berry and Ellen Malugani, co-chairs  

 

CWF - September Meeting Recap 

Sally's Shoeboxes (OCC) Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed money or items to fill the shoeboxes. 

We do have a need for more washcloths, toothbrushes, yo yo's and rubber balls. So 

for our October collection, please focus on those items.  

Thank you also to those who are helping put together the shoeboxes, putting 

washcloths and soap in baggies, and sorting/organizing items.  

For those of you who are interested, we have scheduled our "Packing Party" for 

November 6th at 10:00 am. We will pack until our boxes are filled so we will need "all hands on deck".  

For those of you who like to pack your own shoeboxes, the shoeboxes will be available in Fellowship Hall 

starting Sunday October 3rd. The boxes will be on the benches and will already have a label attached. 

Thanks again for your help in making Sally's Shoeboxes a success! Last year Fairhope Christian Church 

packed 211 boxes. This year we hope to pack 225 or more! 
 

Pam Chambers 

Rummage 
Sale 
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Hi Everyone!   

I am Julie Johnson and I stepped in when Lyn retired as the new administrative assistant. I was 

born and raised in Huntsville, Alabama, went to Grissom High and then the University of Ala-

bama in Huntsville. We moved to the area almost 30 years ago and simply love it.  I sold real es-

tate for years and then worked for Estee Lauder for the last few. Art and animals are my passions 

and fall is my absolute favorite season! 

I am honored to serve you all so please let me know what I can do!   

Enjoy the season!!: 

julie 

Let me introduce myself... 

Trunk or Treat News! 

 

 

I’m new here at FCC so I thought 

I would introduce something new 

you might like to try for the holi-

day season this year.  

I think it’s time to get out our fa-

vorite recipes bringing back the 

traditions that help us remember 

the embrace that gathering 

New For the Holidays 

around good food and family creates. 

Take us back in time and invite us to 

your table by sharing your favorite 

recipes along with the story it holds 

in your heart of why it is so special 

and a must for every Thanksgiving 

and/or Christmas.  

They will chosen randomly and fea-

tured in November and December’s 

newsletters. Include pictures too if 

you like! 

Drop them off at the office, mail 

them in, email them to me at 

office@fairhopechristian.org -  

however is most convenient for you.  

I can’t wait to hear your stories and 

try your recipes!! 

julie 

Let’s all pull together and provide 
an extra fun time for our neighbor-
hood children this year!  

 
Volunteers Needed! 

 
If you can decorate your trunk for 
this event, please contact Dian 
Mangus or Adam Swedenburg, we 
would appreciate your help.  
 

Tell your friends and family to 
drive-thru and enjoy a treat filled 

event! 
 
 
 

October is here and that means 

it’s time for our… 

 

Drive-thru 

Trunk 

or 

Treat! 
 

Saturday,  

Oct. 30  

from 2pm - 4pm 

 

 



Page 7 Volume 8, Issue 10 

 

 

 

FCC will miss you Lyn! 
The church presented Lyn Fogarty with a love offering 

on her last day here with us. We will be honoring her 

with a reception on November 14 to formally thank her, 

but we wanted her to have this to use before she left. We 

thank Lyn for seven wonderful years of service and dedi-

cation.  
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     1 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

2 
AA - Men 

9 am 
 

AA -  
Women 

10:30 

3 
Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

4 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

5 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

 

6 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

7 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service  

4pm 

8 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

9 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 

10 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

11 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

12 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

10 am & 7 pm 

CWF Mtg 

13 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

14 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service  

4pm 

 

15 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

16 

AA - Men 
9 am 

 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 17 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

18 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

19 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

20 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

 

21 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service  

4pm 

22 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

23  
   AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 
 

24 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

25  

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

26 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

27 

AA - 7:30 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

28 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service  

4pm 

29 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

30 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 

Sunday    Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday    Friday    Saturday 

31 

Worship @ 10 

with live 

stream and 

Christian Edu-

cation @ 9 
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Disciples Making 

Discipleship  

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9:30 am 

Worship Service - 10:30 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Brenda Isbell Bennett,  

Church Musician 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Julie Johnson, Admin. Assistant 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

We’re on the web! 

FairhopeChristian.org  

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

  Disciples Making Disciples 

The Concept of Discipleship 

 

If you are looking for spiritual 
insight or inspiration, this article 
is not the place to look. 
Discipleship is not tied to 
Christianity or any other religion. 
Discipleship is a concept 
established long before Christ 
ever walked the earth. The 
ancient Greeks were the ones 
who brought discipleship to the 
modern world. The word disciple 
means, learner or student. It was 
the Greek philosophers that 
developed a formal path of 
discipleship. 

Plato, often called the “father of 
philosophy,” developed a system 
of thought that dealt with how we 

gain knowledge and the issues 
relating to the meaning of life. 
Aristotle, Plato’s student, took 
this idea and developed it further. 
It was Aristotle who built 
training centers or academies to 
teach Plato’s thought and the 
system developed by Aristotle, 
known as Aristotelian logic. 

So successful was this discipling 
process that it allowed the Greeks 
to influence the whole Greco-
Roman world. It was not long 
before the world of the time had 
adopted the Greek way of 
thinking, language and culture. 
This world conversion was due to 
the process of discipling that we 
Christians use today although in 
a spiritual context. 

We are a long way removed from 
those early Greeks, but we can 

still learn from them. Basically, 
discipleship involves an 
apprenticeship in which the 
apprentice, or student, is brought 
toward a particular goal. In 
Christian thought, that goal is a 
life dedicated to Jesus Christ. 
Our goal is to become a disciple 
of Jesus Christ. 

This is not new information, but 
sometimes it is good to be 
reminded of our primary purpose 
if we intend to call ourselves 
Christians. Being disciples of 
Christ means at our core to 
follow the ways and teachings of 
Jesus and to teach others to 
become disciples of Christ.  

 

Blessings, David Chambers 


