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Pastor’s Pen 

years, both individually 

and as part of the larger 

church. It can provide 

time for more focused 

study while opening up 

avenues for renewed 

spiritual growth. A key 

part of the sabbatical is to 

revisit our calling making 

sure we are still listening 

and responding to that 

which God has placed 

before us.  In a time when 

the average life span of a 

new minister in a 

congregation is five years, 

the idea of sabbatical 

comes at a point when 

many are getting close to 

if not burned out. 

Sabbatical offers time to 

catch a breath, to settle 

minds and to restore 

energy and hopefully avert 

the burnout of a pastor.   

There are benefits for 

the church as well. It gives 

them a break, a chance to 

experience a fresh 

perspective while also 

allowing time to 

reevaluate their position 

as ministers themselves. It 

allows the church to step 

up and take on more 

leadership roles while 

confirming that they will 

be okay if the regular 

pastor is not there for an 

extended period of time. 

It also prepares the 

church for the eventual 

transition from one 

pastor to another giving 

them confidence that 

they can carry on with the 

mission of the church 

without direct pastoral 

leadership. It gives the 

church time to reflect on 

its participation in the 

ministries of the church 

and maybe even revisit 

their individual or 

collective call to be 

servants in God’s fields.  

My intention for my 

first sabbatical is to spend 

time reflecting of how I 

as a pastor can be more 

effective in leading this 

congregation in spiritual 

as well as numerical 

growth. I want to take 

time to see where we 

have been, where we 

currently are and where 

God may be leading us in 
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“Reach  up to  

God,   

Reach in to  our  

hear t s ,   

Reach  out  to  

o thers”   

From the Pastor’s Pen:  

By the time you are 

reading this, I will have 

started my sabbatical. 

Our church policy states 

that after five years of 

pastoral service, the 

pastor is entitled to three 

months sabbatical. It 

does not seem possible 

but I have already been 

here six years serving as 

your pastor.  I had 

scheduled a sabbatical for 

last year, but with the 

covid outbreak, I 

postponed it until this 

year. I intend to take six 

weeks starting on Sunday, 

September 26 and will 

return to the pulpit on 

Sunday, November 7.  

The idea behind 

pastoral sabbatical is to 

set aside time for rest, 

reflection, and 

reevaluation of God’s 

call. This time away does 

a couple of things. One, 

it allows the pastor to step 

back and reflect on his or 

her leadership of the 

church as well as review 

areas of success and 

challenge that occurred 

over the previous few 
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Our Church Prayer List: 

Mack Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Dianne Blaschak 

Debbie Boothe 

Patsy Boothe 

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Logan Chandler 

Haley Clift 

Diane Cooper 

Norman Copeland 

Don Darnell 

Barbara Davis 

Zach Everett 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Christy Good 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Bobbie Hughes 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Jennifer Johnson 

Jon Mason Lim 

Doug Lowell 

Mack Maclaren 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Dot & Bob Moffitt 

Julie Morrow 

Moon Mullins 

Anna & Reed Myers 

Tom Parks 

Mike Patrick 

Albert Pearson 

Gladys Pierce 

Sharon Quimby 

Jean Rasmussen 

Marlene Robinson 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Don Stewart 

Barbara Stieber 

Gus Stranch 

Laura Todd 

Oleta Volking 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Dana Whitfield 

Sherrye Willmann 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 
 

All with COVID-19  

All the healthcare workers  

Continued from Pg. 1, Pastor’s Pen 

the future. Ellen and I will spend 

time in Lexington Kentucky 

where I plan to visit with 

professors and hopefully gain 

some new knowledge or fresh 

perspective. We will also 

participate in a two-week couple’s 

retreat in Louisiana where we 

have access to a spiritual advisor, 

meditation gardens as well as 

nature walks where we can find 

time to think and to commune 

with God.  I will also be spending 

time reading books, some for 

spiritual growth, some for escape 

and some just because. There will 

be some down time as well that 

will allow me to just get some rest 

and recharge.  

The hope is that when I 

return, I have renewed energy and 

a clearer understanding of what 

God wants me to do both 

individually and as pastor of this 

wonderful body of believers. It is 

also my hope that our church has 

a renewed sense of purpose and a 

better understanding of what God 

is calling each of us do as a 

committed body of Christ. No 

one can do it alone; it takes 

everyone to build the kind of 

church that not only proclaims the 

good news but lives out that good 

news each and every day.  

I ask you to pray for me as I 

spend time in sabbatical, asking 

for clarity of purpose, revelation 

of direction and the provision of 

strength so I can be the leader this 

church deserves.  

Thank you for this 

opportunity and for the love and 

support I have been so blessed 

with for these last six years. May 

God keep you and bless you now 

and forevermore. 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Rick 
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Fall is finally here, I pray you are all doing 

well and enjoy the season!  October kept our 

youth busy putting together the Halloween 

bags for the Trunk or Treat, packing 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes along 

with our usual activities.  This year  we are 

also part of the ministry that put together 

particular shoeboxes that we will be able to 

track their location. This is so exciting for us 

to be a part of a global mission project!  

On the 17th we all enjoyed the FCC 

church service, pizza for lunch and then off 

to OWA!!  We had a blast on the rides, got 

to see the Monsters Got Talent show, went 

through Terror in the Park, challenged each 

other on the arcade games and then had a 

nice dinner together there at the park.   

November will be equally as busy for us -  

our calendar includes going to the Eastern 

Shore bowling alley, assembling decorations 

for the float that will be in the Fairhope 

Christmas Parade, and practicing for the 

Christmas play. Our youth will be riding on 

the Christmas float with “Let His Word 

Unwrap The Magic Of Christmas”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have grown stronger both spiritually 

and relationally during this hard year of 2021, 

creating an active and involved community of 

youth.  Please feel free to invite any and all to 

join us!  

We ask that you continue to keep our 

youth ministry in your thoughts and prayers, 

that God will continue to use us for His 

purpose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Adam Swedenburg, 

Youth Director 
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Tina Willmann, 11/12 

Caron Ragland, 11/16 

Shannon Boatwright, 11/23 

Hugh Hays, 11/23 

Bob Moffitt, 11/24 

Dottie Hughes, 11/28 

Barbara Davis, 11/30 

We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 
 

Nov.   7 - Tuscaloosa, First - Tim Trussell-Smith, Minister 

Nov. 14 - Valehermoso Springs, First - Valehermoso Springs, 

   First - Jeremy Harbin, Minister 

Nov. 21 - Jasper, First - C.J. Cobb, Minister 

Nov. 28 - Valley, Fairfax - Duwayne Bridges, Minister 

       Montgomery, United - La’Rue Smith, Jr., Minister 

Military Prayer Requests: 
 

Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; grandson 

of Cindy Bishop 

Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of 

Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani, Ramstein AFB, Germany; son of Pastor 

Rick & Ellen 

November Liturgy 
 

November  7 -  Pastor Rick Malugani 

November 14 - Pastor Rick Malugani 

November 21 - Pastor Rick Malugani 

November 28 - Pastor Rick Malugani 

 

The Magnolia Squares will be here each Monday 

evening from 6:30 to 8:30 pm and anyone interested 

is welcome to join! There will be a nominal fee 

collected each evening to provide for the caller. 

According to Wikipedia, a square dance is a dance 

for four couples arranged in a square, with one  

couple on each side, facing the middle of the square.  

Square dances contain elements from numerous 

traditional dances and were first documented in 16th-

century England, but they were also quite common in 

France and throughout Europe.  

Come join the fun! 

 

Sally's Shoeboxes (OCC) Update: 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed money or items to fill the shoeboxes. We do 

have a need for more washcloths, toothbrushes, yo yo's and rubber balls. So for our October 

collection, please focus on those items.  

Thank you also to those who are helping put together the shoeboxes, putting washcloths and 

soap in baggies, and sorting/organizing items.  

For those of you who are interested, we have scheduled our "Packing Party" for November 6th at 10:00 am. We 

will pack until our boxes are filled so we will need "all hands on deck".  

For those of you who like to pack your own shoeboxes, the shoeboxes will be available in Fellowship Hall 

starting Sunday October 3rd. The boxes will be on the benches and will already have a label attached. 

Thanks again for your help in making Sally's Shoeboxes a success! Last year Fairhope Christian Church packed 

211 boxes. This year we hope to pack 225 or more! 

Pam Chambers 

Square dancing fun in November! 

Happy Anniversary 
11/25 Larry and Kaki Chambers 
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Please join us in celebrating the union 

of our youth director, Adam Sweden-

burg and his beautiful fiancé, Brandi 

Lynn Thomas. Brandi’s bridal shower 

will be held in the Fairhope Christian 

Church Fellowship Hall on November 

7th at 2pm.  

Their registry is on Amazon.com. 
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lives in Helena, AL tending to 

our two grand-cats, Nora and Iz-

zy.  

 We moved here from Hunts-

ville, AL in June with our two 

cats, Emily and Achilles, and are 

now the proud owners of a 

Goldendoodle named Baily.  

 The most surprising thing 

about me I think is that I taught 

second grade in Melcourne, Vic-

toria, Australia and I know how 

to assemble and solder a printed 

circuit board - so that clearly 

shows my age, LOL! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello FCC, 

 I was born in Delano, Califor-

nia in 1956. My father, Richard 

Kenneth Russell, Sr. is 96 and 

living in Friant, California.  

 Growing up I was good at 

tournament level archery and en-

joyed managing sports teams. I 

have been a paperboy, liquor 

store stock boy and furniture 

salesman and made my living 

playing in biker bars to put myself 

through college.  

 Lynn and I met during a 

training program with GE where I 

was a test director and Lynn was a 

scheduler. We married in 1983 

and have one son, James Evan 

Russell. We have lived in many 

locations including Hudson 

Ohio, Oceanside, CA and Crystal 

Lake Illinois.   

 Now that I’m retired I enjoy 

reading, travel and music. I play 

the guitar, mandolins and sing.  I 

would like to be part of a church 

praise and worship band.  

 The most surprising thing 

about me is I have a tattoo of  a 

Tempar  knight, my oldest 

known relative born in America 

was born in Washington, Virginia 

in 1750, and I played jazz bass in 

1975 at the World Expo in Oki-

nawa Japan.  

 

We are happy to be a part of the 

FCC family and we are looking 

forward to getting to know every-

one better.   

Rick and Lynn Russell 

Nice to meet you FCC, 

 I was born in Schenectady, 

NY and have two younger broth-

ers, Tom and Larry Morrissey. 

Our parents are both deceased.  

 We moved to San Jose, CA 

where I was raised a Catholic and 

excelled in school. My passions 

growing up were reading, espe-

cially mystery novels and collect-

ing stamps.  

 I have been a teacher, a 

scheduler, stay-at-home mom, 

receptionist, office manager, an 

executive assistant all the while 

providing a constant source of 

gray hair for Rick. I am now re-

tired and love needlepoint, crafts, 

mystery's (both on tv and print), 

and lunch out as often as I can!  

 Rick and I have been married 

for 38 years and have a son, 

James  who is 37 years old and  

 

Getting To Know  

Rick and Lynn Russell 
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 1 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

2 

 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

 

3 

 

AA - 7:30 
AA - 12pm 

        AA - 5:30 

4 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service  

4pm 

5 

 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

6 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 
Sally’s Shoebox 
Packing Party at 

10am 

7 
Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Adam & Brandi’s 

Wedding 

Shower at 2pm 

in Fellowship 

8 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

9 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

 

10 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

11 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service  

4pm 

12 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

13 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 

14 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

15 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

16 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

CWF Meeting at 

10am & 7pm 

 

17 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

18 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
 

CWF at 

Café 98 for lunch 

at 11am 
 

Youth Midweek 
Service  

4pm 

19 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

20 

AA - Men 
9 am 

 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 21 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner at FCC  

22 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

23 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

24 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

 

25 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service  

4pm 

26 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

27  
   AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 
 

28 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

29 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

6:30—8:30pm 

Magnolia Squares 

30 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

   

 

 

 

    Sunday        Monday      Tuesday           Wednesday        Thursday    Friday    Saturday 
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Disciples Making 

Discipleship  

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9:30 am 

Worship Service - 10:30 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Brenda Isbell Bennett,  

Church Musician 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Julie Johnson, Admin. Assistant 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

We’re on the web! 

FairhopeChristian.org  

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

Acts 2:1-4  
“When the Feast of Pentecost 
came, they were all together 
in one place. Without warning 
there was a sound like a 
strong wind, gale force—no 
one could tell where it came 
from. It filled the whole 
building. Then, like a wildfire, 
the Holy Spirit spread through 
their ranks, and they started 
speaking in a number of 
different languages as the 
Spirit prompted them. 41-
42 That day about three 
thousand took Peter at his 
word, were baptized and were 
signed up. They committed 
themselves to the teaching of 
the apostles, the life together, 
the common meal, and the 
prayers.” (The Message) 

Few would disagree that the 
greatest church in history was 
the first church, the church at 
Jerusalem in the early 
chapters of Acts. This church 
was on fire, possessed by the 
Holy Spirit, exploding on the 
scene on the Day of 
Pentecost. One reason the 
church was so dynamic was 
that they didn’t have church 
until the Holy Spirit showed 
up. 
The church has always grown 
through the inspiration and 
application of the Holy Spirit. 
There are four main ways in 
which the Holy Spirit inspires 
us to grow and develop in our 
faith walk. They include 
outreach (telling our faith 
story), growing in the Word 

(Bible study), fellowship, and 
worship. These four are clearly 
laid out in one key verse from 
Acts 2:42, “They were 
continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles 
teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.” 
In the coming months we will 
look at each of these four and 
see how they make us better 
disciples so we can make 
better disciples. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
David Chambers 


