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Pastor’s Pen 

The average weight of 

the packs was 45 pounds 

with adults carrying 

upwards of 60. It was a 

burden, especially when 

we had to climb up a 

mountain, one that had 

no trails comes to mind 

and there were struggles. 

Sometimes one of the 

adults or older youth 

would have to relieve 

some weight from a back 

to help a younger youth 

make the climb and it was 

done without fuss or 

question. We were a team 

and we worked together 

to get all to the top.  

Once at the top, the 

stuff was returned to the 

youth and we carried on. 

The important thing here 

is we all made it to the top 

and when we got there, 

what a view we had. We 

could see for miles. We 

saw the meadows down 

below, we saw other 

mountains in the distance, 

we saw birds flying below 

us drifting through the 

valleys, we saw blue sky 

that seemed to stretch for 

ever. It really felt like we 

were on top of the world 

without a care or 

concern. And it 

happened because we 

worked together, one 

helping another, one 

taking on the burden so 

another could reach the 

summit and have this 

experience. What a 

wonderful feeling.  

Wouldn’t it be 

wonderful if the rest of 

our lives mimicked this 

experience? Wouldn’t it 

be something if we as a 

people reached out and 

took on some of the 

burden another is dealing 
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From the Pastor’s Pen: We are called; we can make a difference. 

I had the good 

fortune of participating in 

two treks of Philmont 

Scout Ranch, one in 

2004 and the other in 

2006. These treks were 

both 10-day backpacking 

trips in the mountains of 

Cimarron, New Mexico 

offered through the Boy 

Scouts of America. Both 

trips were exciting and 

full of adventure as four 

adults and anywhere 

from eight to ten youth 

donned backpacks and 

set out to hike up, down 

and through the terrain 

for ten days. We had to 

carry our tents, clothing, 

cooking apparatus, 

portable stoves, water 

and food, plus other 

items necessary for a safe 

and wonderful 

experience.  
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Mack Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Dianne Blaschak 

Debbie Boothe 

Patsy Boothe 

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Logan Chandler 

Haley Clift 

Glenda Evans 

Zach Everett 

Berry Fulford 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Christy Good 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Linda Howard 

Bobbie Hughes 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Jon Mason Lim 

Mack Maclaren 

Melanie McCants 

Stephanie McLaughlin 

Jim Meads family 

Dot & Bob Moffitt 

Julie Morrow 

Moon Mullins 

Albert Pearson 

Cecil Phillips 

Sharon Quimby 

Jean Rasmussen 

Marlene Robinson 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Gus Stranch 

Oleta Volking 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Sherrye Willmann 

Laney Wooten 

And all with COVID-19 

Our Church Prayer List: 

with? Wouldn’t it be great if we 

could lift others up, help them on 

their journey and celebrate with 

them the success that comes when 

all pull together?  

Philippians 2:4, Let each of 

you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests 

of others.  

What a wonderful passage and 

one that directs us to care for 

others, to look 

out for others, to 

help others, to 

come alongside 

and work as a 

team as we 

progress through 

this journey of life. Remember, 

for we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk 

in them, Ephesians 2:10.  

We were created to do good 

works, to be a people of service 

and in some cases sacrifice so that 

others can not only see, but 

experience the love of God 

affecting their lives. As followers 

of Christ, we have a mission and 

that mission is to be lights, to be 

ministers, to be proclaimers, to be 

difference-makers in our world. 

Jesus told us to go and make 

disciples, and the way we do this is 

by bringing the love of God, the 

commitment of our Lord, the 

sustaining presence of the Holy 

Spirit into their lives through our 

words and our actions.  

We can’t do it by sitting on 

the sidelines expecting someone 

else to step up, we are the ones 

who are called, we are the ones 

God has given this task to and it is 

us who can make a difference. 

And he said to them, “Follow me 

and I will make you fishers of 

men (and women),” Matthew 

4:19.  

Let us take this to heart and 

work together so that others can 

reach the summit, and we can all 

celebrate the victory.  

Peace,  

Pastor Rick 

Continued from Pg. 1, Pastor’s Pen 
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Please join us as we celebrate our  

National Day of Prayer 

Thursday, May 6, 2021. 
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Anna* Myers, 5/1 

Dale* Talley, 5/2 

Paul* Bivins, 5/3 

Gene* Boothe, 5/11 

Joanne Brown, 5/11 

Fred* Crawford, 5/15 

Dorothy* Skinner, 5/18 

Brody Light, 5/20 

Adam* Swedenburg 5/21 

Margaret* Parish, 5/25 

Susan* Acree, 5/28  

(no anniversaries!) 

May Liturgy 
May 2 - Proverbs 16:1-3 

May 9 - Luke 1:47-48 

May 16 -  Psalm 118:24 

May 23 -  David Chambers to preach 

May 30 -  Matthew 28:19-20 

Special thanks during this uncertain time: 

 Dear Lord, we give thanks today as the virus begins to respond to our efforts to contain it; for 

the doctors and scientists who have created vaccines for the world and for those who transport 

and administer the vaccines; we are thankful for first responders, all medical personnel, and for 

caregivers everywhere; thank you for business owners who are struggling to keep their doors 

open and for truckers and delivery service employees who continue to provide our needs; and 

we are most thankful for this Fairhope Christian Church congregation - our dear 

friends, who have endured so much during this global pandemic. We look 

forward to the day when we all have been vaccinated and our church life returns 

to some sense of normalcy.  We thank you, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 

 May 2 - Greenville, Harrison St. - Timothy O’Neal,  

  Minister 

 May 9 - Birmingham, First - Beth Thomason and  

  Robin Blakemore, Ministers 

 May 16 - Falkville, Cedar Plains - Clint Lee, Minister 

 May 23 - Tallassee, Macedonia - David Hooks,   

  Minister 

 May 30 -  Hayneville, Mt. Zion - Cassandra Smith,  

  Pastor 

Military Prayer Requests: 

Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; 

 grandson of Cindy Bishop 

Capt. Christian Michael Helms, Marine, Quantico, VA; 

grandson of Morris & Janet  

Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of 

Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani, Fort Bragg, NC; son of Pastor Rick  

& Ellen 

New addresses: 

 Paul & Judy Petrick 

 195 Worley Rd. 

 Doyle, TN 38559  

 

 Frances and Tom Parks 

 108 Homestead Village, Apt. 8 

 Fairhope, AL  36532 

 

Please update your directories. 
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While most pre-teens are navigating the challenges of 

middle school, at age 12, Alena Analeigh has already 

earned her high school diploma and is set to attend 

Arizona State University via remote learning in May. 

With a planned double major in astronomical/planetary 

science and chemistry, Alena’s goal is to become a 

NASA engineer by the time she’s 16, where she hopes 

to employ her extraordinary skills to build rovers like 

the ones sent to Mars on missions. 

A heady goal, perhaps, but according to Alena’s mom 

Daphne McQuarter, her daughter had already set her 

sights on a career with the space agency when she was 

a little girl. 

“She would always say, ‘Mommy, I’m going to work for 

NASA,’” McQuarter told Good Morning America. “Then 

she would start saying, ‘I’m going to be the youngest 

Black girl to ever work for NASA—watch!’” 

Seeing the disparity in STEM (science, technology, 

engineering, and math) opportunities for women and 

people of color, Alena wanted to become an engine for 

social change as well. 

With her mom’s help and encouragement, Alena 

launched the Brown Stem Girl website to encourage 

other girls with similar interests to focus on fields from 

which they’d been historically excluded. 

Along with her college curriculum, Alena has several 

projects in the works: One, a children’s book she plans 

to title Brainiac World (putting a positive spin on the 

nickname kids used to tease her with), and a STEM-

centric podcast—for which she hopes to land an 

interview with space pioneer, Dr. Mae Jemison. 

 CWF met on Tuesday, April 13th at 10 a.m. for 

the morning group and 7 p.m. for the evening group. 

The morning group continued the study of Psalms, 

led by Jane Velasquez. June Berry suggested how 

nice it would be to have a couple of picnic tables 

outside for the church to enjoy and the it was quickly 

decided that the CWF would look into purchasing 

two tables after making sure it is something feasible 

for the church to acquire.  

 A salad pot-luck luncheon was enjoyed by all. 

For the next meeting, it was decided to bring plastic 

jars of peanut butter to be donated to Prodisee 

Pantry. Since the Daughters’ Luncheon is scheduled 

for only a few days after the next meeting, it was 

decided to have a plant swap instead of have a pot-

luck lunch. Bring one or bring many of any type 

plant to share and swap. The evening group is 

continuing their study of parables and will also be 

collecting peanut butter.  

 The next meeting is Tuesday, May 11th at 10 

a.m. for the morning group and 7 p.m. for the 

evening group. All are invited to come to either 

group, not to worry, the book studies from either 

group is easy to come in on at any point. Bring a 

friend and join the fun and fellowship with other 

women of faith. Looking forward to seeing everyone 

at either of the two meetings.  

- June Berry and Ellen Malugani, co-chairs  

Daughters’ Luncheon   
 Don't forget to mark your calendars for the 

Daughters’ Luncheon on Saturday, May 15th at 

10:30 a.m. This is for all women of the church for we 

are all daughters. You are invited to bring your 

mother, daughter, granddaughter, great-

granddaughter, sister, sister-in-law, aunt, niece, friend 

or anyone else you feel would enjoy coming to a time 

of fellowship, food and fun. Our guest speaker will 

be Jessica Walker, special events coordinator for the 

city of Fairhope.    

 We are planning on holding the luncheon 

outside and decorations will be very simple. You are 

encouraged to wear hats if you have one available, 

but if not, there will be a few extras available for 

borrowing.  

 Pastor Rick will be leading a group of 

men to cook, serve and clean-up. There is 

a sign-up sheet just to let us know 

approximately how many will be coming, 

so the men can plan accordingly. This will 

be available after each service for the next 

two Sundays or in the church office during 

the week.  

 If you have any questions, please feel 

free to call Ellen Malugani. 

Hope to see everyone there! 

-  thanks to the GoodNewsNetwork.com 

CWF - April recap and Invitation to all ladies! 

12 year-old begins college and plans to become NASA engineer 
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Youth Activities Update 

Thank you, my 
church family, for all 
of the prayers and 

cards of sympathy. It was very 
nice of you to think of me in this 
time of sadness and loss. I 
appreciate your thoughts and 
prayers. I am very blessed to 
have you all in my life. 

With much love and thanks,   
 Shari Morgan and family 

 

A huge ‘thank you’ from 

Vicki Lyons to  

all those who continue to 

help fill our Blessing Box… 

even without  

being reminded! 

YOU are truly “blessings” to 

so many! 
 

 

 

Congratulations to  
MAJOR Ross Malugani! 

  

Board Update: 

Ken Vaughn, Board Chair, 
reports only that we had to 
purchase a new air conditioning 
unit for the fellowship hall in 
April.  

We prayed for a great month in April, and I want 

to let you all know that our prayers were answered. 

The children and youth had a great time on Easter. 

The children enjoyed searching for eggs and their 

lesson. The youth enjoyed playing various games that 

included eggs, and they enjoyed their lesson as well. 

On April 25th, the youth had a carwash to help raise 

funds for Summer Camp. The carwash was a huge 

success, and everyone had a great time. Thank you to 

everyone who helped.  

If any child or youth wants to go to camp, please 

let me know. Also, since the carwash was such a huge 

success, and thanks to other donations, all children 

and youth can attend camp for free!! The deadline 

for camp registration is June 1st. Camp will be June 

14-18.  

In May, we will have a huge end-of-school party 

and graduation celebration for Brian. This event is 

for the entire church and is open to the community. 

We will have a grill-out with 200 hotdogs and a 

Christian Magician 

from Mobile will be 

here. The lunch 

will be at 12 pm, 

and the show will 

be at 1 pm. This 

event will be on 

Sunday, May 30th.  

 We will need guys with grills to grill the 

hotdogs, people to help set up, people to serve, and 

others to keep things going smoothly. We also need 

people willing to stay after the show to help clean up. 

There will also be a donation jar on the day of the 

event, which we need an adult to monitor. Please let 

me know if you can help in any way.  

Looking to the future for June, we have our 

region’s children and youth summer camp June 14-

18th.   

Our prayers were answered for April, and great 

things happened, so we don’t want to stop with that. 

We ask that you continue to pray for our youth and 

children’s ministry. We pray that God will instruct us 

how to lead our youth and children’s ministry how 

He wants us to. We also pray that God gives us the 

knowledge to teach the youth and children what He 

wants us to teach them. Our youth ministry is 

growing, we are watching the lives of the children and 

youth change in good ways, and we see these 

children and youth growing closer to God in their 

spiritual lives. We would love to have you part of this 

ministry; even if it’s something behind the scenes or 

helping out once a month, anything you are willing to 

do will be appreciated. 

- Adam Swedenburg 

Youth Director 

 

News and Notes 
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During this past year of the Covid-19 pandemic, many people sought 

refuge in nature. In all of these places and more, God’s Creation has 

been there for us, as always. Although Earth Day was celebrated in 

April, take some time to rethink your relationship with the planet. We 

can make different choices that protect both earth and our neighbors.  

Here are 10 ways to celebrate and care for Creation where you live.  

1. Observe and wonder. Begin a weekly ritual of settling into a circle of nature for a few minutes of observation, 

contemplation, and appreciation. Maybe your yard, a green space during your lunch break at work, or just a 

crack in the sidewalk where weeds and grass have pushed through. Let this time center you in prayer, wonder, 

and gratitude.  

2. Plant and grow. Even if it’s just some pots on your porch or windowsill, think about what vegetables and 

flowers you would like to grow this season and determine when you’ll plant them.  

3. Share your green space on social media. Find interesting angles to take pictures of the plants and trees in 

your living space. When you post your pics, share that caring for God’s Creation is part of your faith and en-

courage others to post their photos in the thread.  

4. Play Earth Day bingo! This is a great activity to do with children. Make up a card with things in nature they 

might find in a walk around your neighborhood or in the backyard. Include dogs, birds, trees, grass, flowers, 

and insects.   

5. Advocate online.  Find out what environmental legislation is currently under consideration in Congress and 

call your representative and senators and encourage them to support the strongest protections for our planet.  

6. Read and educate. If you’re a pastor, order a copy of Creation-Crisis Preaching: Ecology, Theology, and the 

Pulpit and plan a sermon where you’ll address caring for God’s Creation.   

7. Make a donation to a local environmental organization. Make it in honor of a special child in your life.  

8. Pray for Earth and vulnerable communities. Write a prayer of lament, confession, thanks, or intercession re-

garding Creation. Share it on social media along with a favorite 

nature picture.   

9. Honor Native legacy. Do some research about the history of 

Indigenous peoples in the place where you live. How might you 

reconsider your relationship with the natural world in light of 

Native American practices of honoring our relationship with all 

our relatives—human and other-than-human?  

10. Thank those who nurtured your love of nature. Think about 

the person who has taught you the most about environmental 

concerns and cultivated your love of nature. Write them a letter 

thanking them for what they have taught you.   

 

Thanks to ChalicePress.com for this Earth Day reminder. 
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25 

Worship 

Fellowship Hall 

@ 9,  

Live stream &  

in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 

26 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Knit & Stitch 

27 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

28 

10 am Bible Study 

Groups 

AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

29 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

30 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Office closed 

 

 

Arts and Crafts 

MAY 1 

AA - Men 

9 am 

AA -  

Women 

10:30 

 

 

Arts and Crafts 

2 

Worship 

Live stream &  

in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 

 

 

Arts and Crafts 

3 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Knit & Stitch 

 

 

 

 

4 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

 

 

 

5 
 

10 am Bible Study 

Groups 

AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

6 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

 

7 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

Office closed 

 

 

 

8 

9am 

Mtg to discuss 

 future plans  

 

AA - Men 

9 am 

AA -  

Women 

10:30 

9 Worship 

Fellowship Hall  

@ 9,  

Live stream &  

in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 

 

 

10 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Knit & Stitch 

 

 

 

11 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

10 am 

CWF Mtg 

7 pm 

CWF Mtg 

 

12 

  10 am Bible Study 

Groups 

AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

 

13 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

 

 

14 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Office closed 

 

 

 

15 

10:30 

Daughters’ 

Luncheon 

 

AA - Men 

9 am 

AA -  

Women 

10:30 

 

16 

Worship 

Fellowship Hall 

@ 9,  

Live stream &  

in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 

 

17 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10 am Knit & Stitch 

 

Pastor off 

 

18 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

 

Pastor off 

19 

10 am Bible Study 

Groups 

AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

Pastor off 

20 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

 

Pastor off 

 

 

21 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

Office closed 

 

 

Pastor off 

 

 

22 

 

    AA - Men 

9 am 

AA -  

Women 

10:30 

 

 

23  D Chambers 

to preach 

Worship 

Fellowship Hall 

@ 9,  

Live stream &  

in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 

Community-wide 

Celebration 

30    & Cookout 

24     AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am knit & stitch 

24th only 

 

 

 

        

31 

 

25 

 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

26 

10 am Bible Study 

Groups 

AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

27 

 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

28 

 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

Office closed 

29 

 

AA - Men 

9 am 

AA -  

Women 

10:30 

                at a glance 
  

Sunday    Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday    Friday    Saturday 
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Going. Going is the initial 

stage in making disciples. When 

Jesus said “go” to the disciples, it 

was not a suggestion, it was a 

command. That means we must 

take initiative. We must be 

intentional about going out to 

make disciples. Many people find 

this idea unsettling, if not 

terrifying; but it doesn't have to be 

if we are prepared. The first thing 

is to understand just what the 

Gospel message is. Many people 

think all they must do is tell their 

story of how God has entered and 

changed their lives (their 

testimony). While testimony is 

good, it is not the Gospel 

message.  

The heart of the gospel is the 

good news that “Christ died for 

our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, that he was buried, 

that he was raised on the third 

day, in accordance with the 

Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). Is it 

hard to share the gospel? Seems 

like a pretty simple message. The 

problem is our own fear, what 

people will think of us, and our 

reputation in the community. No 

one wants to be known as “one of 

those.” One of those crazy 

religious people who beat you 

over the head with the Bible. 

Which is a good point. That 

is not what Jesus ask us to do 

either. Jesus expressed nothing 

but love and compassion; we 

should go and do likewise. 

Making disciples comes from 

close friendships and 

relationships and that takes time. 

If you think back to the person 

who brought you to a belief in 

Jesus Christ as your Savior, I’m 

sure it was a person who cared for 

you and had a close relationship 

with you.  

This process moves quickly 

with some people and takes time 

with others. We may never see 

the results but that doesn't mean 

we don’t plant the seeds. If we 

plant an acorn we may never 

enjoy the shade of an oak tree, 

but someone will. We don’t force 

someone into a relationship with 

Christ, we love them into that 

relationship with the same love 

Jesus shared with us. The first 

step is to “go.” But there is more. 

Stay tuned. 

Blessings, 

David Chambers 

Disciples Making Disciples:  

How do we make Disciples? 

 
Join us! Everyone is welcome! 

 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9:30 am 

Worship Service - 10:30 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 

9 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Brenda Isbell Bennett,  

Church Musician 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Lyn Fogarty, Admin. Assistant 

Carolyn Pernod, Nursery Attendant 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

We’re on the web! 

FairhopeChristian.org  

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 


