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When | was in the
fourth grade, | was
introduced to music. |
chose the saxophone
because my dad had
mentioned that he had
played it once before. |

started with
Q asimple
§ alto
{ { saxophone
& and I will
tell you
those first
months
were
torture, not
only for me
but for my family, as |
tried to get a reasonable
facsimile of a saxophone
sound out of it. My band
instructor wanted us to

practice at least one hour

a day, but quite often |
would end up practicing
much longer, as | really
enjoyed playing music.

Over time, | became
fairly good and in high
school took up the tenor
as well as baritone
saxophones. The tenor |
used in the concert and
jazz band and the
baritone was for a

he

Pastor s

guartet. The alto sort of
sat on the sidelines and

was rarely played. As part

of these bands, | was
fortunate to be part of
some awargvinning

performances, as we

travelled to other areas for
competitions. It was a fun

time, and it was made
possible because of
practice. Those long
hours going through the
music by myself and with
the band, the repetition,

the fine tuning and then a

finished product that was
really a thing of beauty.

Life requires practice
as well. A baby just does
not come out of the
womb and immediately
start walking; it takes
practice.
into this world
knowing how to

March 2021

Pen:

no

learning and practice and
the more we practice, the

better we get.

Think about our faith
life. We did not just start

off knowing our Bible

stories, we did not know

immediately about the
love of our God, or the
sacrifice of Jesus. We
had to learn and this
learning required

practice. | know many of
you remember practicing

different bible verses

trying to memorize them

and the stories that we
now can recite from
memory took repetition
and determination to
learn. It is the practice

that defines the extent of

our faith journey, how

spell words or read
but through practice
we learn. Itis true ¢
every aspect of our
lives from learning

how to cook, how tc
drive, how to swim

and the list goes or

Practice
Makes
Perfect -

=\

Everything in life
requires some form of
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/| 2yeydSR FNRA2NB¢ wmaljustments. Lent offers us a time praciice

of reflection, of reexamination
practice

learning and how much effort we and of recommitment to those

put in through study. practices that bring us closer to e
our God and to ( @V@ﬁ@g@@ I

But as with life, there is also e
the practice associated with doing, Pr&y We spend more time in

applying what we have learned  Prayer, not always speaking, but .

through actions and our faith _i stening for_ GC_ T T - oour
journey is no different. It is one lives. | pray we spend more time into practice what it is we preach

thing to know what to do, it quite in study seeking to understand the and live our lives as examples of
another to do it and this is what  call God is placing on us and how this practice so others will see
separates the casual Christians an{/® ¢an use the gifts God has givenJesus through us. It all comes
the true disciples of Christ. Those US to create a world centered on  down to practice and there is no
that take the lessons learned and '0v€, compassion, grace and better time to start than today.

apply them to their lives are the ~ forgiveness. | pray we look for But he who practices the truth
ones who have a greater chance ofV@Ys 0 be positive difference comes to the Light, so that his
success and of having amore ~ Makers in the lives of those we  yoars may be manifested as
fruitful and fulfilling life. encounter each day through @ paying been wrought in Gaghn

smile, a warm greeting or Some  3.59 New American Standard
other form of sharing the love of

As we progress through this

Lenten season, | pray we take the o | ord. | pray we turn away Version.
time to look at how we have from the worldly goals and instead ~63¢€,
prapﬂced both in study and in focus on Jesus and the goals of Pastor Rick
action and make the necessary g, creator, God. | pray we put
Our Church Prayer List:
N
Mack Bishop Michelle Grene Albert Pearson
7" Sandra Bishop Bobby and Barbara Harris Jon Pearson
Dianne Blaschak Bobbie Hughes Cecil Phillips
Debbie Boothe Dottie Hughes Sharon Quimby
Patsy Boothe Lynnette Jaxon Jean Rasmussen
Margaret Buchanan Marion Jellenc Marlene Robinson
Nettye Carter Stan Jones Lisa Seymour
Logan Chandler Jon Mason Lim Dorothy Skinner
Haley Clift Mack Maclaren Barbara Smith
Terry Cunningham Melanie McCants Baby Elijah Sprague
Joe Davis Stephanie McLaughlin John Stephens
Amelia de los Reyes Jim Meads family Gus Stranch
Glenda Evans Dot & Bob Moffitt Jill Swindoll
Zach Everett Sandra Morris Oleta Volking
Bernie Fogarty Julie Morrow Daryl Wasp
Berry Fulford OMoondé Mul |l i ns Sherrye Willmann
Lonnie Gibbs Andy Odum And all with COVID19

Christy Good Doug Patterson

Page? Good News from Fairhope Christian Church



Getting to knowé " r

One of my first Fairhope and Central America for three yea
Christian Church (FCC) friends badie flew out of Panama, where he 1
in 2014, was Gary Turner. | took arnis wife, Jeanie. Gary and Jeanie
immediate liking to him, and then now celebrated their 8anniversary
realized he only lived a few housesand have moved 28 times (so far)
down from where | lived atthetimed ur i ng t heir mal
a friend and a neighbeterrific! We only moved once for the military.
have both moved on since then,andhey 6 ve | i ved i
the pandemic has caused even maosed 10 states over the course of t
separation, so | was thrilled when heears together. They have two
agreed to let me catch up with himahildren, Julie and John, who with '
Mar chds news| et ttheirspouses have blessed Gary and
geanie with four negrown church, but he became a Disciple
grandchildren. once he moved to Fairhope. After
meeting former FCC pastor, Danny
ieldt a th Thomas Hospital
. He was invited to attend Pastor
Barfieldds first
and Garyods b

Gary was born July 1, 1936, in
sweltering, 10degree, southwest
lowa farmhouse. A midife served Gary has retired four times. He
the familyods me dvascadankenfer everiO yearst i Ehag
birth, which took place with no holding every position from
electricity or indoor plumbing. Factsnessenger to CEO. He earned a
Gary says his mother reminded hingraduate degree from the Universit§ cc,
of on every birthday until she passed.Virginia, thanks to the VA benefit He has served FCC as chair of
He grew up with two brothedsone and a part correspondence/part  the outreach committee, establishing
eight years younger and another fiasite curriculum while employed the GED scholarship fund with
years younger, who cancer claime@nd raising two small children with Faulkner State Community College
five years ago. Jeanie. He next accepted a positiofnow Coastal Alabama Community

with the Federal Deposit InsuranceCollege.) He has also served as
Corporation (FDIC) to restructure aleacon and on other church
Xi:]]]ose failing banks. He next committees. Gary has also amassed a
transitioned into closing Savings anehopping 2,000+ volunteer hours
Loans during the 1980s. He was inserving Thomas Hospital and their
school, so his last couple of years Hée Senior Executive Serv.ice.on thWeIIness Center,. and he volunteered
was able to walk to school. Eor hiSfederall level apd served his final . flvg + years vyorkmg with the
high school education, he attended’§2rs In Washlngton_, DC. After thlsFalrhqpe Christmas _Parade
Jstirement he established a organizers. Before his stroke last
consulting company to assist smallyear, he enjoyed restoring antique
students, with the total number of b_us_.ines_ses e_xpgriencipg financial tra_lctors with a group of other like
students at only 100. Gary enjoyedFilﬁICU|tle$. His final retlrgment camminded enthusiasts in Bon Secour,
playing center on the basketball in 2011, just before moving to where they use the equipment to

He attended school in a one
room schoolhouse for eight years
and from second grade through si
he rode a horse to school! The
family moved a little closer to the

small lowa community school whe
the freshman class numbered 20

team. He also participated in Fairhope. farm 50 acres \;\I/ith .the resrtl(?r(i)d y
regional rodeos where he Why Fairhope? Gary and Jeaningpment. Reflecting on his banking
demonstrated his equine and balareen ] oyed being O0s o S\;/%yi . 1f

skills at cutting horse competitions.Shores for several years before thé]f"‘s also .
retirement, so they had fallen in IoJ@‘tht gdult
with Fairhope on their visits to the €ducation
South. During hi%8SER;

family attended the Methodist ~ MON€Y

After high school, he enlisted in
the Air Force during the Korean
War. Flying in all countries in Sout
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Continued from page 3, Getting to knov

“equipment they could gather. Durimgx per i ence t he aw:t
management at Florida Technical the following months they deliveregopular site. Gary was moved by the
University (now University of Centrafrmy cots, blankets, and food, plusmpressive monument and
Florida.) they set up a Christmas tree and eacdkdaunted by the 223ep climb to

God has intervened many time§h"d had gifts t.o open after their the top. (Luckily, .he went years ago,
in Garyos life, nwrﬂlrilgeNﬂrshllq gerwpee%ag&v%sl}e%alésg noy \isitors are required to
a true blessing. One of the most bles_sed to have_ given the last wear masks as they climb, due to the
powerful memories he has of this i,g:hrlstmas service before he rotatedorldwide pandemic!)

when he was serving in San Jose, O_Ut Of, that unit. Thgre is no doubt in Gary is passionate about serving
Costa Rica. A nun approached his h!s mind that GOd_ mterveped ©©  Godasa prayer warrior and spiritual
crew on the street, asking for direct them to their meeting the MUhentor. He most enjoys counseling
donations and explained that she ran Another spiritual moment for  those of little or no faith. His

a small orphanage for abandoned him came while visiting the statue ehembership in a 2015 faith group,
street children. The crew followed Christ the Redeemer in Brazil. Thenow with 3,600 current members (of
her to the orphanage and found 15impressive statue stands 98 feet highich he was number 42) gives him
children living in deplorable on a 26foot pedestal, with a 9@ot the tools he needs to do the work of
circumstances. Most slept on the width of its outstretched arms. Thea true disciple. Thanks, Gary for all
floor and the kitchen was almost statue isocated at the peak of the you have done and will do in the
bare. The service men gave her all2,300ft. Mt Corcovadopverlooking future. We are proud to have you in
the money they had and promised tbe city of Rio de Janeiro. A symbobur congregation and to call you our
return, which they did, with all the of Christianity, its massive size lurefsiend! - /f

excess inventory and surplus believers from around the world to

CWEF - February Recap and Update

The CWF met, using COVID safety protocols,  school Valentine parties. We closed deciding to have

at both 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. February 9th. The a opotato barod next mont
morning group had 11 people participate. The provided and each lady asked to bring a favorite
meeting started with business and the one item potato topping in which we will use take out trays to

brought forward was that the youth group was hopingprepare a lunch that we can take home and enjoy.

to purchase a basketball goal to expand the Thursday 11 evening circle had four participate in a
afternoon meeting to offer more activities. The ladiesg o i ¢ e project of puttir
voted to approve up to $200 for this purchase. After o gs6 consisting of hand

several options to choose from for our first book  ¢jeaner and small packs of tissue. These bags are to
study, the booReflections on the Psalig C.S. be handed out to inpatient physical therapy patients
Lewis was selected. Pl egx@ekd) Wiliker wbrRsith"a® fany dPtResd 2

join our book study! items are charged to the patient if they are requested.

The ladies collected quite a few bottles of liquid The patientsd families ar
dish soap to be donated to our Blessing Box ministryto bring the items, so this was a need we felt we could
and packs of toilet paper were chosen as our fill. We each received a copy of our next book to

donation for Marchdos me estudymgertedly TomeElls®ath to egirbnexy a n o
fellowship time by having ladies share their stories ofmonth. The evening group decided to follow the

love, including romantic, friend and family. We all  morning group and also provide toilet paper for our
then gathered supplies to decorate a Valentine bag, donation for March.

after which we went around and placed a Valentine June Berry and Ellen Malugani
in each otherods bags. It took us all "backecobmse! e
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Disciples Making Disciples:
What Are the Qualifications of a Disciple Makgk?

In the Gospel of John we have ought to walk in the same way in probably not a day that goes by
some pretty strong words about whi ch he wal ke d .wihoutthinking of our spiritual
what it means to be a disciple. To John 12:26 (E SI{y3s._The8 byall sg;up‘dg;r%snwg
be a disciple maker we have to be gopeg me, he must follow me: are disciples. If we weré perfect
a disciple ourselves. and where | am, there will my we would be missing on very

John83B 2 ( ESV), sergentbdatss. lf anyone serves Mportantingredient of being a
said to the Jews who had believedme ., t he Fat her \ECPIe makey. inprderip pring ¢

i ' 0 i - others along on this discipleshi
nohdme 0L T Y Oou 2thbrdfe naf) widtead! © rjéﬂfney we%eed to be huF;anep
you are truly my disciples,and  { hese words and ook B oo (‘bégbr{?‘ktn s
you will know the truth, and the enougr vthatper ow

. i mpossible for mMeadachfoiirownsfugghes
truth will set yaetihbibuing s is and are not geerfect_ o

1John2:® ( ESV) , dmposdibledfor us. But being a , ,
this we know that we have come di sci pl e doesndt OLINKamjegngyou
to know him, if we keep his perfect, or a Biblical scholar, only © easy accordin:
commandments. Whhateve leave a scpeptant fdith, are 2P0Ve, remember the original
know himé but d acemsnitedootleskseaadpareh i sdisciples. They were afar cry
commandments is a liar, and the seeking to follow Jesus in our  [FOM being perfect even as they
truth is not in him, but whoever  daily walk. That, | think is very ~ Walked sid@yside with Jesus
keeps his word, in him truly the  possible for all of us. Most of the Nimself.
love of God is perfected. By this people reading these words have Blessings,
we may know that we are in him: been a disciple for a while and are David Chambers
whoever says he abides in him  probably reasonably well

grounded in Scripture. There is

Easter Offening

a special day offering of Disciples Mission Fund

March 28 and April 4, 2021

The Easter offering supports these general ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ):

A Center for Faith and Giving A National Benevolent Association

A Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries A National Convocation

A Communication Ministries A New Church Ministry

A Christian Unity and Interfaith Ministry A North American Pacific/Asian Disciples

A Disciples of Christ Historical Society A Office of the General Minister and President

A Disciples of Christ Home Missions A Treasury Services

A Disciples Women /' f you would |i ke to suppor
A Division of Overseas Ministries Easter Offering, please wri
A Higher Education and Leadership Ministries memo line of your checks on Mar. 28 & Apr 4.
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March Liturgy @m

March 7: John 2:132 of f%ﬁ%&

March 14: Ephesians 21D
March 21: Hebrews 510
March 28: Mark 1111

Betty Massey, 3/2

Tom Parks, 3/7
Brandi Thomas, 3/16

We pray for others in the M?rgaéelt‘i)eprgrgg%’?’/lgglIowship:

Mar. 7- Pensacola, Pacific Islander Agapesek . .
William, Church Planter Janice Clifford, 3/25

Mar. 14- Decatur, FirgtMickey Johnson, Minister
Mar. 21- Oxford, Iglesia ChristinaNuevo Comienzo, ~ Janet Helms, 3/25
Carmen Reyes, Church Planter

Mar. 28- Ft. Deposit, Snow Hill Dale Braxton, Mildred Stephens, 3/27
Minister
Military Prayer Requests: Vicki Lyons, 3/29
Dalton BensonUS Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA;
grandson of Cindy Bishop Sherry Sullivan, 3/29 552)_
Capt. Christian Michael Helmslarine, Quantico,
VA; grandson of Morris & Janet Anniversaries: i
Sgtéfargﬁgtréa\]l;ﬁgﬁnchorage, AK; granddaughter 8 Gene and Carolyn Boothe
Capt. Ross Malugarttort Bragg, NC; son of Pastor 8 Susan and Bob Broughton
Rick & Ellen

16 Cary and Margaret Parish

Special thanks during this uncertain time:

Dear Lord, we give thanks today as the virus begins to respond to our efforts to contain it;
the doctors and scientists who have created vaccines for the world and for those who transp.
and administer the vaccines; we are thankful for first responders,
medical personnel, and for caregivers everywhere, thank you for
business owners who are struggling to keep their doors open an: !=
truckers and delivery service employees who continue to provide
needs,; and we are most thankful for this Fairhope Christian Chui .
congregationour dear friends, who have endured so much during ’
global pandemic. We look forward to the day when we all have b
vaccinated and our church life returns to some sense of normalc
We t hank you, I n Jesusé name. PaAlsETHE LoRnE

Pages Good News from Fairhope Christian Church



Youth Activities Update

It has been a great month, and we pray the same  During this time, we continue to have our youth
for March. As a recap of this past month, with your Sunday school at 9:45 after the 9 am service. Also, a
generous donations, the youth made 145 Valentines midweek gathering every Thursday at 4 pm.
treat bags (one for each employee) for Eastpointe And an invitation to all members:
Hospital workers in Daphne. These treat bags were
filled with candy, and warm and loving thank you
cards to the employees. / invite you to volunteer at our church, especially
We also received a generous donation fromthe 7 n t he Chi / drends and Yol
CWEF to help with the purchase of equipment. With  your spiritual gift, there is a place for you in

Dear Congregation,

their contribution and the pecan sale money, we Chil drenés and Youth Mini
bought a basketball goal, two basketballs, extra nets, passion or comfort level around kids, there is a place
and a hangbowered air pump. for you here. Wherever you volunteer, whether with

Going forward, we have the youth bakewale the babies, tweens, teens, or behind the scenes, we
March7tht o hel p cover t he vy oantyowstdlovewhsré you ave sarving. If you are
Disciple Now Youth Weekend. This is a camp in already volunteering, thank you, it means a lot to me,
which we are partnering with East Point Baptist the church, and the families. If you are not

Church that will be held at volunteering and want to, please let me know, and we

Y"’H‘ C”‘“ Camp BaldwirMarch 1921 can have a conversation about your service.
A ﬂ}'@, 4~ This will be a time of worship

7 and praise with a band, Bible Thank you,
study, games, and a chance to Adam Swedenbuyg
meet other youth in the area. FCC Youth Director

News and Notes

Dod forget the Youth
Bake Sale to be held

bet ween servi ‘Aegsasto?vmnbeoutofthe

Sund, Mar ch office March 1 and 2, and the
week of March 14.

A Our first General Board

Linda Talley would like to
thank everyone who sent her
sympathy cards and notes upon meeting of the year will be
the death of her sister, Charlotte Thurs_day, March 2_5 at6 pm.
Vellette. Linda was not able to B A KE S A L E Z\:;V(\)"rlll ;nc)e()ibfg:rlr:rgzzrson
travel to Texas for the funeral, so .
you all made herFundsg ewigls! dieeh m u‘%aeblfe;tgattgnl(lj}n person.
little easier, knowing somanyof Y OoUuth to the Disciple Now

you cared. Thank you, all. Youth Weekend.

Treat yourself to a
delicious cake, cooki e, or
muSm® You deserve it,

do@a you? :)
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2020 - what a year! olo

The novel coronavirus has impacted us all in vastly different ways. Some
people lost jobs, while careers in healthcare ramped up dramatically, even causing
retirees to reenter the workforce. Some houses are buzzing with kids home from school with no
activities to attend, while other homes are unbearably quiet and lonely. Some of us are living in
extreme fear, and others are unburdened by the threat of health issues. The one constant in all
Christiansd |ives has been our faith in God to
today, we hope one of these verses reaches you in your exact situation and season.

Yy Bible Verses to Help You
During thevyCOo\wlnlemi c

from The Salvation Army

I f you | ost your jobéoLook at the birds of the
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not

| f you or your |l oved ones are sickéoSo do not f
God. | will strengthen you and help you; | wil

| f youdre doing just fine...ORemember this: Whoe
sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your
heart to give, not reluctantly or under ceoempul

I f you have elderly friends or familyéobDo

but exhort him as i f he were your f at

I f youdre heartsick over raci al i njusticeé o0Who
liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen,

cannot | ove God, whom they have not s

| f you feel alone...O0OFor | am convinced that nei

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will

be able to separate us from the |l ove 8% God

I f you are weary from parenting 24/ 7. ..0But

for your work wil/l be rewarded. 6 2 (

| f youdre scared about the future...oOFor | K r

plans for welfare and not for evil, to giyv

| f youdre battling discontent éo0Keep your | ife

you have, for he has said, 61 will never |
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Why we need newspapers - They give us our daily laughs!

Barbershop singers bring joy to school for dcn!{
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Miracle cure Kills fifth patient
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City unsure why
the sewer smells
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Starvation can lead
to health hazards

SOHTH HAVIN The teuin

DEAR DR, RONOHUL: difficult to meet dally
Myuﬂmhmd?mwm teln, vitamin d-«:r:

and

top. Lam'$ feet 7
and welgh
close 0
3 0 0
pounds, |
Was  aver-
age wel

in_ high

Get to o dietitian for diet
ndvice that for es-
sentlal nu while par-
Ing down calorie Intake
sensibly, Your local hospital
should be able to put you on
the track of one, Combine

e Ll an - [ P

Parents keep kids home
to protest school closure

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)
Parents kKopt 200 elementary
school students home from
school for an entire day in a

pavntorganizxd  protest of
the district’s plans to close the
school

Llander'e haveat laslited
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up even though most of the
students didn’t, and that it
wis largely business as usual
for the reowining students
who studied In small classes.
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Hospitals resort
to hiring doctors

PHYSICIAN SHORTAGE PROx\ll’l l\’(.

Federal Agents
Raid Gun Shop,

.| Find Weapons

Store Owner Arrested Previously
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Ml aloge Yol Begt i s ove ‘. her sapia
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