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doing now that 
needs to be fixed 
or dropped and 
what other things 
could we start 
doing that will feed 
into this mission?  

As the 
discussion moved, 
it was brought up 
that we need to know who 
we are as Christians and 
as Disciples of Christ if we 
are to engage others. This 
is important. We need to 
have a foundational 
understanding of who we 
are if we are to share our 
story with others. To 
facilitate this, we will have 
a four-week study on 
“Disciples Identity,” 
starting in late July early 
August. This series will 
give us an introduction 
into our identity as well as 
offer us the opportunity to 
find our place in this 
identity. This will be the 
jumping off point that can 
lead to further studies on 
this matter later on.  

It was also noted that 
we need to find ways to 
engage the community in 
learning and talking about 

faith and the wonderful 
gift we have been given 
through the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. To that end we 
are looking at different 
study materials including 
but not limited to bible 
study, book reviews, and 
small group studies/ 
fellowships that will be 
open to all with 
intentional welcome to 
the community at large. 
And these types of 
studies do not have to be 
limited to church 
grounds; they can occur 
anywhere, in homes, at 
the pier, in coffee shops, 
or even pubs. The point 
is to gather with others, 
listen to their stories, 
share our faith stories 
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hear t s ,   

Reach  out  to  
o thers”   

From the Pastor’s Pen: Let us seek ways to go and make disciples. 

As many of you 
know, we have been 
engaged in discussions 
about the future of our 
church. We have had two 
meetings so far that have 
been well-attended with 
the goal of charting the 
course of our church as 
we come out of the 
pandemic. It seemed like 
a good time to reflect on 
why we come to church, 
what this church means 
to us and how we 
envision our future.  

The place we started 
was with the great 
commission; go and 
make disciples. This is in 
fact our mission, both 
individually and 
collectively as a body of 
Christ. It is this call that 
will be the focus of 
everything we do going 
forward as a church. Our 
ministries, our activities, 
our worship all have a 
role in facilitating this call 
and this mission. With 
this as the backdrop, we 
began our discussions 
with ministry. What are 
we doing now that is 
working, what are we 
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Our Prayer List: 
June Berry 
Mack Bishop 
Sandra Bishop 
Paul Bivins 

Dianne Blaschak 
Debbie Boothe 
Patsy Boothe 
Margaret Buchanan 
Nettye Carter 
Logan Chandler 
Haley Clift 
Diane Cooper 
Norman Copeland 
Glenda Evans 
Zach Everett 
Berry Fulford 
Regina Geary 
Lonnie Gibbs 
Christy Good 

Michelle Grene 
Bobby and Barbara Harris 
Bobbie Hughes 
Dottie Hughes 
Marion Jellenc 
Jon Mason Lim 
Mack Maclaren 
Stephanie McLaughlin 
Jim Meads family 
Dot & Bob Moffitt 
Sandra Morris 
Julie Morrow 
Moon Mullins 
Tom Parks 
Albert Pearson 
Gladys Pierce 
Cecil Phillips 
Cullen Potter 
Sharon Quimby 
Jean Rasmussen 

Marlene Robinson 
Abbye Scott 
Lisa Seymour 
Dorothy Skinner 
Barbara Smith 
Elijah Sprague 
John Stephens 
Don Stewart 
Barbara Stieber 
Gus Stranch 
Linda Talley 
Oleta Volking 
Daryl Wasp 
Erika White 
Dana Whitfield 
Sherrye Willmann 
Fonda Winfrey 
Laney Wooten 
And all with Covid-19 

Our Church Prayer List: 

Continued from Pg. 1, Pastor’s Pen 

and in the process introduce Jesus 
to those who may not have a 
relationship with him yet. By 
taking it outside of this building, 
we become more accessible and 
approachable, as well as 
expanding our reach. It feeds 
nicely into the command to go 
that is a vital part of the great 
commission. No longer can we 
just sit back and hope people will 
find us. We need to be where 
they are, coming alongside them 
on whatever journey they are on, 
providing assistance, listening to 
stories, and demonstrating love, 
the love of God shining through 
us.  

All of this being said, we 
realize that we cannot do 
everything, that we are limited, but 
that does not mean there is 

nothing we can do. We all have 
talents and gifts; we all have a story 
to tell and we all have the 
responsibility to be ministers in 
our community. Maybe we could 
be part of a small group that 
meets at the pier once-a-week or 
month, or part of a book study in 
our home, or part of a team that 
hands out food or other supplies 
either as part of a church event or 
in cooperation with another 
church or entity. The possibilities 
are endless, but it is going to take 
a commitment and a willingness to 
leave our comfort zone and be a 
part of the mission to go and 
make disciples.   

What we have gleaned so far 
is that we need to be more 
intentional in getting out of the 
building, of making a determined 

effort to be in the community 
ready and willing to spread the 
good news and finding those 
places where we can make a 
difference. And this is just the start 
of what we can and will be as we 
seek ways to not only move 
Fairhope Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) forward, but 
also be part of a larger mission of 
bringing people to Christ.  

Our next meeting is scheduled 
for Saturday, July 10 at 9 am in 
the fellowship hall. We invite all 
who have ideas, who want to be a 
part of this conversation and who 
believe, as I do, that our best days 
are in front of us, to come and 
join us as we seek ways to go and 
make disciples.  

Peace,  
Pastor Rick 
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A native of Savannah, Georgia, 
Jim Clifford was born to Anna Lu 
and Chet Clifford, both now 
deceased. He grew up in Savannah 
with one brother, Courtenay, and 
two sisters, Beth and Priscilla. His 
family moved to Alexandria, 
Virginia, following his middle school 
years, and that’s where he attended 
high school. Jim enjoyed math and 
biology and served as the trainer for 
the school’s football team. He 
considered seeking a medical career, 
while earning a BA in biology, with a 
minor in education from the 
University of Virginia (UVA) in 
Charlottesville, but during his junior 
year of college, he felt a call to 
ministry. God had other plans for 
him! Following his graduation, Jim 
moved to Kentucky, to attend 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 
where he earned a Masters of 
Divinity degree.  

While a child in Savannah, the 
Clifford family attended First 
Christian Church, and again after 
moving to Alexandria, they attended 
another First Christian Church. Jim 
was ordained there on May 30, 
1971, following his Seminary 
education in Kentucky. While 
earning his masters in 1969, he 
participated in a summer internship 
sharing a “street” ministry with the 
congregation from the Church of the 
Pilgrims Presbyterian Church, in 
Washington, DC.  

It was during that period that he 
met his future wife, Janice, a 
member of the Pilgrims 
Presbyterian congregation. Janice 
was born and raised in Cartersville, 

Georgia, moving to DC in 1968, 
where she became active in the 
church. After Jim and Janice met, 
they knew it was true love … they 
were engaged within three weeks 
and married five months later! 
Following his ordination in 1971, 
Jim served Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) congregations 
in Kentucky (where their first 
daughter, Sue Ann, was born), 
Delaware (where they added a 
second daughter, Sarah Beth), 
Georgia and Alabama, where he 
served Valley Christian Church 
from 1983 to 2006. In addition to 
their two daughters, Jim and Janice 
have two sons-in-law, and are the 
proud grandparents of five 
grandchildren. 

While serving Valley Christian 
in Birmingham, Jim earned a 
Certificate in Gerontology at the 
University of Alabama in 
Birmingham, and his Doctorate of 
Ministry from Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Decatur, 
GA. In 2006, after serving 35 years 
in pastoral ministry, he shifted to 
hospice ministry, where he served 
until he retired in 2012. He earned a 
Certificate in Thanatology in 2009 
from the Association for Death 
Education and Counseling (ADEC). 
He was a member of Grief and Loss 
Support Services and was a contact 
staff member of Community Grief 
Support. He volunteered support 
for Hand-in-Paw pet therapy, 
Ministering to Ministers, and local 
congregations. 

Jim and Janice moved to 
Fairhope in 2016 after thinking 

about it for five years. They had 
vacationed on the Alabama coast for 
many years and always loved it. The 
decision was made easily, once they 
found a house in Fairhope they both 
loved. Plus, it didn’t hurt that both 
their daughters and their families 
had already moved to Spanish Fort! 
They began attending Fairhope 
Christian Church in 2016 after 
searching for a Disciples of Christ 
church home, where they could 
serve, share, and feel supported. Jim 
volunteers for Thomas Hospital in 
the surgery waiting area, facilitates 
grief support groups, offers 
workshops on loss and grief, grief 
and the holidays, end-of-life choices, 
and Bible studies. He serves as a 
deacon at Fairhope Christian, and 
offers pulpit supply as needed. 

Jim said our congregation might 
be surprised to learn after being 
raised in a Disciples of Christ 
environment, he received his 
ministerial training from 
Presbyterian seminaries… While 
attending college at UVA there 
wasn’t a DOC congregation nearby, 
so he attended the Presbyterian 
church. Once he received the call to 
consider religious ministry work, he 
received encouragement from his 

Getting to know… Reverend Jim Clifford 

Continued on page 4 
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We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 
 July 4 - Hartselle, First - Timothy Clark, Minister 
 July 11 - Greenville, New Bethel—Tommie Means,  
  Minister 

 July 18 - Birmingham, Valley - Eric Atcheson, Minister 
 July 25 - Pensacola, Arbol de Vida - Israel and Jeanette 
  Martinez, Co-Pastors 
 
 
Military Prayer Requests: 
Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; 

grandson of Cindy Bishop 
Capt. Christian Michael Helms, Marine, Quantico, VA; 

grandson of Morris & Janet  
Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of 

Morris & Janet  
Major Ross Malugani, Fort Bragg, NC; son of Pastor Rick  

& Ellen 

Gary* Turner, 7/1 

Bill* Carpenter, 7/3 

Wayne* Hoffren, 7/5 

Jerry* Johnson, 7/7 

Addison Parish, 7/12 

Carolyn* Boothe, 7/14 

Colbie Ragland, 7/22 

Pam* Maddox, 7/28 

Jerry* Davis, 7/31 

Anniversaries:  
5 Morris and Erika White 

23 Shannon and Tommy Boatwright 

29 Wayne and Betty Hoffren 

July Liturgy 
 

July 4 - Romans 8:1-2    

July 11 - Romans 8:31-34   

July 18 - Rev. Jim Clifford 

July 25 - TBD 

Presbyterian church pastor at UVA, as well as his 
home (DOC) pastor. His home pastor reminded Jim 
that the Disciples’ roots were actually in the 
Presbyterian denomination, so after those assurances 
and an understanding that he would be ordained in 
the DOC denomination, Jim pursued his religious 
training at the Presbyterian Seminary.  

Here is another clear example of God’s work in 
his life… if Jim hadn’t been working a seminary-
sponsored internship in Washington, DC, with an 
area Presbyterian church, his path may not have 
crossed Janice’s! She is his best friend and wife of 
almost 52 years! Jim credits Janice with teaching him 
about kindness, generosity, compassion, and 

forgiveness. She is his strongest supporter, especially 
in times of difficulty, challenge and conflict and Jim 
says, “She accepts me and others – warts and all!” 

Jim and Janice love their close proximity here to 
their children and their fast-growing grandchildren. 
They also enjoy reading, traveling, playing bridge, and 
exercising. They have two rescued Shih Tzus, Buddy 
and Coco. Buddy was a pet therapy dog in 
Birmingham, and they enjoyed taking him to visit 
patients of all ages in hospitals, skilled nursing units, 
and on college campuses. 

Thank you Reverend Jim Clifford, for all you do 
for Fairhope Christian Church and the Baldwin 
County community! You are truly appreciated! - LF 

Continued from page 3, Getting to Know... 
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CWF met on Tues., June 
8th, at both 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Several jars of jelly/jam were 
collected to be delivered to 
Prodisee Pantry by Pam 
Chambers. Pam also relayed to 
the groups that there is a need 
for food items such as small cans 
of protein that do not need to be 
heated, peanut butter crackers, 
small fruit cups, etc. which 
Prodisee uses in bags for the 
homeless. It was agreed that this 
would be the collection for the 
July meeting with the morning 
group focusing on snack packs of 
tuna/chicken and crackers and 
the evening group filling in with 
peanut butter crackers and fruit 
cups, etc.  

Dian Mangus and Vicki 
Lyons have agreed to head a 
rummage sale fundraiser in 
August. Be on the lookout for 
more information from them 
regarding that project.  

The morning group was first 
to use the new picnic tables for a 
brown bag lunch. A huge ‘thank 
you’ to Joanne Brown for 
donating the sales of her 
beautiful wreaths and from 
personal donations from her 
family and friends which covered 
the cost of these two picnic 
tables. Joanne also suggested that 
we extend one end to 
accommodate those with walkers 
or wheelchairs. The group 
agreed and Ken Vaughn will be 
approached about building that 

onto one of the tables. It was also 
suggested that our youth group 
may like to paint the tables to 
help protect them better from 
the weather.  

The group also decided that 
at the July meeting we will make 
bookmarks to be given to our 
shut-ins during our fellowship 
time. The next meeting will be 
July 13th at both 10 a.m. and 7 
p.m. All ladies are welcome to 
join us in either group. The book 
studies are easy to catch up on as 
the chapters are stand alone and 
not building upon the previous 
chapter, so please don't let that 
deter anyone.  We look forward 
to coming together again soon!  
- June Berry and Ellen Malugani 
Co-chairs 

CWF - June meeting recap 

Members and Friends of Fairhope Christian Church, 

It’s that time again! It’s time to start working on shoeboxes for Sally’s Shoeboxes (Operation 
Christmas Child). Last year we donated 211 shoeboxes and I hope we can do even better this 
year! I want to thank everyone who put together shoeboxes, provided items to put in the 
shoeboxes, came to the packing party to pack shoeboxes, contributed to buying items and paid 
for shipping, and most importantly prayed for the children who received the 2020 shoeboxes. I 

really hope everyone who helped make Sally’s Shoeboxes a success in 2020 will want to help again.  

To get us started, I propose that we start collecting needed items. Each month I am asking that you bring an 
item(s) to church and place it in the white basket decorated with Operation Christmas Child posters located in 
the foyer. Requested items:  

June: new toys (yoyo's, jump ropes, matchbox cars, slinkies, small dolls, balls, etch-a-sketch, puzzles,   
  harmonicas, etc) 

July: school supplies (one subject notebooks, crayons, pencil sharpeners, pencils and pens). Stores start  
  stocking school supplies after July 4th - when we can get school supplies at 
the best prices. 

August: hygiene items like toothbrushes, combs or brushes, washcloths 
September: new clothing (socks or t-shirts) 
October: new toys (same items listed for June) 
I will order 200 prefab cardboard Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes and will 

need help putting them together. If anyone has empty shoeboxes they don’t need, 
please bring it/them in and I will wrap them and use them. We will have a packing 
party, but a date has not been selected. I will be providing more information in the 
coming weeks/months. Thank you so much for your support of Sally’s Shoeboxes!  

               - Pam Chambers 
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Youth Activities Update 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your recent 
donation to our food pantry. The 
funds will go a long way to 
helping us keep the pantry 
stocked. 

Thanks again, 
Martha Howard 
Ecumenical Ministries  
Food Pantry 
(Additional thank you received from 
Sally Deane, Executive Director) 

• Don’t forget to register for 
our VBS! To be held July 28, 
29, and 30, from 6:30 pm to 8 
pm. Open to all children, K-
5th. Deadline is July 15!! 

• If you want to voice your 
ideas or learn more about 
what the church is planning 
post-pandemic, join us Sat., 
July 10th at 9 am in the 
fellowship hall for the next 
discussion. 

  Last month the FCC children and youth 
attended the regional camp at YMCA Chandler in 
Wetumpka, Alabama. The camp was from June 14-
18th. For our group, however, camp started on the 
13th, because I went with them as a camp counselor 
and had to be there Sunday afternoon to help set up 
for camp. The youth that went helped set-up as well, 
and enjoyed helping. While at camp, they 
participated in several fun activities such as 
swimming, archery, pellet guns, sling shot, hiking, 
gaga ball, horseback riding, and most of all, learning 
about God.  

The children and youth enjoyed learning several 
different ways and techniques to pray. One of these 
ways is to pray using a prayer labyrinth. We all 
enjoyed learning about the prayer labyrinth. We were 
also able to learn about two forms of the prayer 
labyrinth — the walking one, and a finger labyrinth.  

They also learned about the Regional Youth 
Council (RYC). The RYC consists of mostly youth 
with the guidance of some adults. The council meets 
via Zoom and in person a couple of times 
throughout the year. The RYC helps to plan summer 

and winter camps. They 
also go to any churches 
interested in learning 
more about regional youth 
activities. Our youth who 
attended camp are now 
interested in helping with 

this ministry. They will apply and learn if they were 
selected in August.  

The RYC consists mainly of youth with guidance 
from a few adults. I have spoken with Nisha, our 
regional youth minister, and I plan to be part of RYC 
in the future. I also volunteered to help with youth 
events in the region. She is excited to have me on 
board to help, and I am excited to work with the 
regional youth ministry. This will include helping 
with the RYC, being a camp counselor for the 
summer and winter camps, and anything else she 
may need.  

At camp, we had a fantastic time. It was packed 
with a lot of fun activities and adventures. We 
learned a lot about God and ways to pray. We also 
learned a lot about the Regional Youth Council. In 
July, the youth look forward to helping with Vacation 
Bible School. VBS will be an excellent time for the 
youth to work with the children. They have begun to 
help with the children during the 9 am service. It is 
fantastic to see these youth learning about God, 
learning how to help others, and watching them help 
with church activities.  

Please continue to pray for the children and 
youth ministry in our church and region. Pray that 
God will guide the youth and use them as He wishes, 
for His glory, and will grow our youth ministry and 
the regional youth ministry. 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

News and Notes 
Contact Info. Updates: 

Paul Bivins 
c/o Austin Bivins 

187 Ridgecrest Loop 
Dothan, AL  36301 

• 

Tom Parks 
The Brennity, Memory Care 

27440 Co Rd 13 
Daphne, AL  36526 

• 

Margie Robinson’s 
home phone is working again! 

928-9310 
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  Ms. Winfrey is 
Debbie and Bill 
Carpenter’s new 
neighbor. She is in 
her 90s and has not 
been well recently.  

 Debbie says 
Ms. Winfrey 
adores her new 
Fairhope Christian-
made prayer shawl 
and wears it often—
even when dining 
out, as pictured 
above. She thanks 

everyone at FCC for keeping her in our prayers and 
truly appreciates the loving hands that knitted the 
beautiful shawl.  

Please add Ms. Winfrey to your personal prayer 
lists. She is most grateful and appreciative.   

Meet Ms. Fonda Winfrey! 

Rummage Sale coming soon! 
 Time to clean out your attics and closets! 

CWF is collecting gently-used items for our 
rummage sale on Sat., Aug. 21, from 7am to noon. 
No clothing, please. Please drop off items in the 
choir room during times the church is open.  

 At the close of the sale, any remaining items 
will be donated to a charity.  

 We appreciate your donations! 

Rummage 
Sale 

Motivational Quotes to live by 

If you enjoy getting together with friends for lunch, 
come join the newest group of church friends and 
family every third Thursday at 11 a.m. at the new Café 
98 in Fairhope.   

All are invited to come and to invite your own 
friends and family to join in the fellowship and the 
chance of getting to know each other a little better.  

Nothing is impossible, 
the word itself says 
“I’m possible”! —
Audrey Hepburn 

Surround yourself with 
great people; 
delegate authority; 
get out of the way. —
Ronald Reagan 

I alone cannot change 
the world, but I can 
cast a stone across 
the water to create 
many ripples. —
Mother Teresa 

Whether you think you 
can or you think you 
can’t, you’re right. —
Henry Ford 

If you are willing to do 
more than you are 
paid to do, 
eventually you will 
be paid to do more 
than you do. —
Anonymous 

Success is walking from 
failure to failure with 
no loss of 
enthusiasm. —
Winston Churchill 

Try not to become a 
person of success, 
but rather try to 
become a person of 
value. —Albert 
Einstein 

Success usually comes to 
those who are too 
busy to be looking 
for it. —Henry David 
Thoreau 

Great minds discuss 
ideas; average minds 
discuss events; small 
minds discuss 
people. —Eleanor 
Roosevelt 

I am not a product of 
my circumstances. I 
am a product of my 
decisions. —Stephen 
Covey 

When everything seems 
to be going against 
you, remember that 
the airplane takes off 
against the wind, not 
with it. —Henry Ford 

No one can make you 
feel inferior without 
your consent. —
Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Old photos remind us how far we’ve come... 

In 1898, Bayer begins mass production of  
heroin as a remedy for coughs and colds. 
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         at a glance 

Sunday    Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday    Friday    Saturday 
27  

Worship 
Fellowship Hall 

@ 9,  
Live stream &  
in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 
 

28 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft 
Circle 

 
 
 

29 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

30 

10 am Bible 
Study Groups 

AA - 7:30 
8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

JULY 1 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

2 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
Office closed 

3 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

4    Worship 
Fellowship Hall  

@ 9,  
Live stream &  
in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 

5 

AA - 7:30 
AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

 
 
 
 

6 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 
 
 
 

7 
 

10 am Bible Study 
Groups 

AA - 7:30 
8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

8 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
 
 
 

9 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
Office closed 

 
 

 

10 
9am 

Planning Mtg in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

11 
Worship 

Fellowship Hall  
@ 9,  

Live stream &  
in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 
 
 

12 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

 
 
 

13 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

10 am 
CWF Mtg 

7 pm 
CWF Mtg 

 

14 
  10 am Bible 
Study Groups 

AA - 7:30 
8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 
 

15 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
 

6 pm 
Board Mtg 

 
 

16 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
Office closed 

 
 
 

17 
11am-1pm 

FHS Reunion Mtg 
in Fellowship Hall 

 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 
18  Jim Clifford 

Worship 
Fellowship Hall 

@ 9,  
Live stream &  
in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 
 

19  
Pastor vacay 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 
 
 
 
 

20 
Pastor vacay 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 
 
 

21 
Pastor vacay 

10 am Bible Study 
Groups 

AA - 7:30 
8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

 

22 
Pastor vacay 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
Pastor vacay 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
Office closed 

 
 
 

 

24 
Pastor vacay 

    AA - Men 
9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 
 

25 
Pastor TBD 

Worship 
Fellowship Hall 

@ 9,  
Live stream &  
in-sanctuary @ 

10:30 

26  
Pastor 

in office 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

27 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

28  
VBS 6:30-8 pm 

10 am Bible      
Study Groups 

AA - 7:30 
8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

29  
VBS 6:30-8 pm 

AA - 7:30 
AA - 12pm 

 

30  
VBS 6:30-8 pm 

AA - 7:30 
AA - 12pm 

Office closed 

31 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 
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Disciples Making Disciples:  

Teaching 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9:30 am 

Worship Service - 10:30 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 

9 am - 2 pm 
Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 
E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 
Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 
Brenda Isbell Bennett,  

Church Musician 
Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Lyn Fogarty, Admin. Assistant 
Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

We’re on the web! 
FairhopeChristian.org  

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 
Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

 Once a person has repented 
of his or her sins, has trusted 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
and has been baptized; then it is 
time to join the school of 
discipleship. This is the work of a 
lifetime. To progress, the new 
Christian needs help from a more 
mature disciple. 
 How do we facilitate this 
learning process? A vital key is to 
develop a trusting relationship 
through study and learning 
together. A very good frontline 
teaching material is found in the 
Gospel of Matthew, which was 
designed as a manual of 
discipleship and has been used 
for that purpose throughout 
church history. The Sermon on 
the Mount, is a good example. 

This is the first of the five teaching 
sections in Matthew and is a good 
place to begin. The other three 
Gospels also contain important 
material not found in Matthew 
and provide valuable teaching. 
Good study guides are available 
for this purpose. 
 The teachings of Jesus can be 
learned in several ways and we 
should encourage our disciple to 
engage with each. The first 
priority is helping the disciple find 
and attend a church that teaches 
the Bible. Next, encourage 
regular, private reading and study 
of the Bible. Disciples also need 
to connect with other disciples in 
their church community through 
Bible study groups and 
discussions where they can form 

friendships and benefit from 
insights of others. All study must 
be dependent on the Holy Spirit’s 
illumination. 
 As the disciple grows from a 
baby believer to an adolescent 
and then to a mature believer, the 
issues and challenges he or she 
must deal with will change. But no 
matter how long any of us lives, 
we will never graduate from Jesus’ 
school of discipleship. 
Throughout life, we all need to 
ministry of a discipler or spiritual 
mentor to encourage us along in 
the process of spiritual 
transformation. 
 

Blessings, 
David Chambers 


