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From the Pastor’s Pen:  

 I need to start an exercise regimen. I 

need to eat better. I need to spend more 

quality time with family. I need to watch 

my expenses. I need to be a better friend. 

I need to write more letters or send more 

cards. I need to find a better job. I need to 

love more and forgive more. I need to go 

to church more often. I need to read my 

bible more often. I need to be a better 

person.  

 It is this time of year when we start to 

think about all the things we would like to 

change, to get a fresh start with, or just 

do better. The New Year seems to be the 

perfect time to institute these kinds of 

changes and many of us look to this time 

as the beginning of this transformation. It 

makes sense, a new year, a new outlook, 

a time to try new things, there is a 

renewed sense of energy with the new 

year, especially if the previous one has 

not turned out like we had planned. But 

do we have to wait for the new year to 

make changes in our lives?  

 Lamentations 3:22-24; the steadfast 

love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies 

never come to an end; they are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 

“therefore I will hope in the Lord.” 

 God’s love, God’s mercies, God’s 

faithfulness is new each morning, not 

with the coming of a new year, or even 

the beginning of a new week, but each 

day they are new ready to impact our 

lives in the most positive way. We all 

know that time is meaningless to God as 

God is outside of the constraints of time, 

but God also knows that we are bound to 

time and because of that provides us with 

a new day every 24 hours. And with this 

new day is the opportunity to start over 

again, to begin again, to have a fresh slate 

with which to work.  

 Now I understand that things happen 

in our lives that cast a shadow over this 

idea, a long illness, a lingering financial 

issue, a recurring relationship problem 

among many others, but that does not 

take away from the idea that each day is 

new, and each day has its own difficulties 

as well as opportunities.  

 Scripture tells us; therefore, do not be 

anxious about tomorrow for tomorrow 

will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 

day is its own trouble, Matthew 6:34.  

 This is another way of saying that 

today is all we are guaranteed and thus 

we need to make the most of it. And 

while each day can be filled with trouble, 
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each day can also offer us the opportunity to work 

through that trouble with the help of our Lord. This is 

really about dependance on God knowing that our God 

has promised to be with us and to see us through 

whatever trouble comes our way.  

 Remember these words; for I know the plans I 

have for a you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 

and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope, 

Jeremiah 29:11.  

 God has plans for us, great plans for not only our 

future, but for the here and now; for tomorrow, but 

also for today, for today is the day we are living at the 

moment and today is the best day to begin anew, to 

take a fresh look at our lives, to reconsider our 

priorities and to make the necessary changes that will 

give our lives more meaning and purpose, that will fill it 

with more joy and happiness, that will each day the 

best that it can be.  

 The New Year offers us the chance to begin anew, 

but it only comes once a year. Why wait a whole year 

to begin anew when each day offers us this same 

opportunity, actually more opportunity as there are 

365 days in each year which means there are 364 more 

opportunities to start over, to begin afresh, and to 

make the best of this day we have been given.  

 This is the day that the Lord has made, let us 

rejoice and be glad in it, Psalm 118:24. 

Today is the day.  

(Continued from page 1) 

CWF -  December Recap 

 The CWF evening circle met early on Dec 6th due to almost half the group being gone the next week at 7 p.m. 

There were 5 present and each brought Christmas goodies to share as we discussed the latest chapter in our book 

study. Items for the Blessing Box were also brought in. The ladies enjoyed a fun evening of eating, discussing, and 

chatting about our individual plans for the holidays. It was decided that the group would next meet on the third 

Tuesday at 7 p.m. so that all members may be able to start the new year together. It was agreed that the group would 

bring in small toys for Operation Christmas Child boxes to try and catch any after Christmas sales.   

 The morning group met on December 13th at 9 a.m. at Cafe 98 for a Christmas party. There were 6 members and 

Pastor Rick present. Sarah Snarr led a devotional about the parts of the nativity scene. Just as with the evening circle, 

items or money for the Blessing Box were donated by the members. It was announced that Debbie Carpenter agreed to 

co-chair the CWF next year along with Ellen Malugani. It was decided that we would collect money for Prodisee Pantry 

to purchase food, as they are able to get items at wholesale prices. Everyone missed June Berry, outgoing co-chair, as 

she was still home recovering from knee surgery, but praying she will be able to join us next time. We are all looking 

forward to the new year and welcome any and all ladies of the church to join either group at any time for some true 

Christian learning and fellowship.  

 Happy New Year Everyone from the CWF! Blessings, 

June Berry, outgoing co-chair, and Ellen Malugani 
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Good morning and welcome to Flight 2023! 

We are prepared to take off into the New Year. 

Please make sure your Positive Attitude and Gratitude are secured and locked in 

the upright position.  

All self-destruct devices: pity, anger, selfishness, pride, and resentment should be 

turned off at this time.  

All negativity, hurt, and discouragement should be put away.  

Should you lose your Positive Attitude under pressure during this flight, reach up 

and pull down a prayer.  

Prayers will automatically be activated by Faith.  

Once your Faith is activated, you can assist other passengers who are of little 

faith.  

There will be NO BAGGAGE allowed on this flight.  

God, our Captain, has cleared us for take-off.  

Destination—GREATNESS!  

Wishing you a New Year filled with new HOPE, new JOY, and new BEGINNINGS! 

Stay Blessed! And welcome in 2023.  

—Author Unknown— 
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Happy Anniversary! 

9—Don and Margaret Jennings 

17—Bob and Alvida Rucando 

 Lay Leaders Liturgists Fellowship Hosts Elders 

Jan. 1    

Gene Boothe  

and  

Don Jennings 

Jan. 8    

Jan. 15    

Jan. 22     

Jan. 29    

 

 

Jan 1—Lamentations 3:22-24 

Jan 8—Matthew 2:2-12 

Jan 15—1 John 1:29-34 

Jan 22—Isaiah 9:1-4 

Jan 29—2 Corinthians 12:5-10 

1—Jonathan Light 

8—Marsha Jansen 

9—Pat Bagby 

12—Helen Renner 

12—Morris White 

16—Jim Clifford 

18—Bob Rucando 

18—Brian Talley 

19—Dian Mangus 

19—Norma Mullins 

22—Laura Talley 

24—Kaki Chambers 

26—David Massey 

27—Bob Broughton 

29—Caitlinn Ragland 
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We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 
 

Jan. 1 – Athens, First – Clint Coffey, Minister 

Jan. 8 – Anniston, First – Laura Hutchinson and 
Maria Zamarripa, Ministers 

Jan. 15 – Auburn, Village – Tommy Morgan, 
Minister 

Jan. 22 - Dothan, First - Bill Smith, Minister 

Jan. 29 - Helena, Primera Iglesia - Roberto 
Rodriguez. Pastor 

June Berry 

Kristy Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Jesse Bond 

Patsy Boothe 

Margaret Buchanan 

Diane Burroughs 

Nettye Carter 

Logan Chandler 

Janice Clifford 

Haley Clift 

Clay Conrad 

Diane Cooper 

Don Darnell 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Hugh Hays 

Daniel Herrea 

Dottie Hughes 

The Family of Marion Jellenc 

The Family of Gabe Kinney 

Mack Maclaren 

Sarah Maddox 

Ellen Malugani 

Peggy McCarthy 

Brad Jason McCullough 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Brian Moore 

Barry Nix 

Emily O’Toole 

Mike Patrick 

Sharon Quimby 

Marlene Robinson 

Wally & Judy Robinson 

McKenzie Rockwell 

Margie Robinson 

Elise Rogers and Family 

Jennifer Penry Romano 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Barbara Smith 

Jeanette Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Laura Talley 

Laura Todd 

Gary Turner 

Oleta Volking 

Tom Walker 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 
and all caregivers 

  

  

  

  

  

Our Church Prayer List: 

Military Prayer Requests: 
 

Sgt. Samantha Helms,  

Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of  Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani,  

Ramstein AFB, Germany; son of Pastor Rick & Ellen 
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Coming Up In February: 

Feb 1st-15th—Wednesday night 
Dinner/Bible Study, 5-7pm 

Notes & Upcoming Events 

• We need volunteers for Lay Leaders, Liturgists, 

and Fellowship hosts for 2023! Sign-up sheets are 

located in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 

• The office will be closed on Monday, January 2nd. 

• The Christian Men’s Fellowship will meet on 

Saturday, January 7th at 9am. All men are 

welcome to join! 

• The DoC “Ministers and Mates” event will be 

January 9th-11th. Pastor Rick and Ellen will be 

attending this event and will be out of the office. 

• The Mission Planning Team will meet Tuesday, 

January 10th at 6pm.  

• The morning CWF will meet on Tuesday, January 

10th at 10am.  

• The evening CWF will meet on Tuesday, January 

17th at 7pm. 

• We will begin a 6-week Dinner & Bible study 

beginning January 11th. Dinner will be served at 

5pm and Bible Study is from 5:30-7pm. Please 

sign up if you plan to attend, so that we can plan 

how much to serve. Thank you! 

• We will have a Game Day on Thursday, January 

12th from 1-4pm. Come join us for some fun! 

• The Lunch Bunch meets Thursday, January 19th at 

Café 98 at 11am!  

• There will be a General Board Meeting on 

Tuesday, January 17th at 6pm.  

 The staff would like to thank the 
church for their generosity and 

thoughtfulness through the staff Christmas 
gifts. We are truly blessed to work for 

such a loving church! 
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 1 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 2 

 

Office Closed 

 3 

 

 4 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 5     
 

 

 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 

 

 6 
 

Epiphany 

 7 
9am Men’s 

Fellowship 

 

 

 8 
9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 

 

 9     
 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 
Ministers & Mates 

 10 

10am CWF 

 

 

 

Ministers & Mates 

 11 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
5-7pm Dinner & 

Bible Study Week 1 

 

Ministers & Mates 

 12      
 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 

1-4pm Game Day 

 

 

 13 
 

 

 

 

 14 
 
 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved 

 15 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  
 

 

 

 16 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 17 

 

Mission Planning 

Team 6pm 

 

7pm CWF 

 18 
 
 
 
 

 

 

5-7pm Dinner & 

Bible Study Week 2 

 19     

 

11am Lunch Bunch 

@ Café 98 
 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 
 

6pm General 

Board Meeting 
 

 20 

 

 21 

 

 

 

 

 22 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 

 

 23     

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 
 

 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 25 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 

 

5-7pm Dinner & 

Bible Study Week 3 

 26 

 

 
 

 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 
 
 

 27 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 28 
 
 
 

29 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 

30 

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 31     

THERE IS HOPE 
Weekly Meeting Schedule: 

Mondays-Fridays: 

7:30am, 12pm 

Tuesdays: 

5:30pm 
 

Saturdays: 

9am - Men only 

10:30am - Women only 
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Disciples Making Disciples 
Sharing the Good News in Our World Today 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am   
(live-streaming online) 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

FairhopeChristian.org 

 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Tierney Moore, Music Minister 

Ashley Weller, Admin. Assistant 

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

If you have been paying 
attention to the news lately you 
have seen the very predictable fall 
of Bitcoin. Bitcoin is a 
cryptocurrency that is best 
described as “mystery money.” 
Bitcoin is not a tangible 
commodity like grain or oil, nor 
does the US government back it. 
We might say Bitcoin’s value is 
based on demand for a product 
that does not exist. Some people 
have made a lot of money with 
cryptocurrency and some have 
lost everything. 

 The North American church is 
struggling to find substance, too, 
often placing their faith in the 

cryptic mathematics of church 
metrics and growth schemes; how 
many can we fit in the building, 
what is the drawing power of a 
gifted communicator, how 
attractive are our programs? The 
American church has been placing 
its future on a consumer-based 
programmatic model very much 
like cryptocurrency, possessing no 
value beyond their fancy 
packaging and promotions. 

 All doom and gloom? Hardly. 
But we will need to turn to the 
Bible and behold the Son of God. 
Jesus is the currency of the 
church. Matthew 16:13-20 Simon 
Peter tells us about Jesus, “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God.” Jesus tells Peter, 
“upon this rock, I will build My 
church and the gates of Hades will 
not overpower it.” In football 
terms, Jesus tells us to go on the 
offensive: tell people who I am 
and build the church on this 
foundation (message and 
mission). Our churches today are 
primarily playing defense. The 
mission of Disciples making 
Disciples is to gather in a “holy 
Huddle” with a plan of action and 
strive for the goal line without 
hesitation.   

Blessings,  
David Chambers 


