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From the Pastor’s Pen: New Year, New Opportunities!
2020 is gone and it is
time for celebration! I
know many of us could
not wait for this year to
end with all the problems
it presented.
But even with the end
of 2020, there are still
things we are going to
have to deal with for a
while yet. Even with the
vaccines being shipped
out, it may be some time
before all of us have the
opportunity to get it and
even then, it may take a
while for things to return
to what we may accept as
normal.
Even so, the new year
does bring with it a sense
of renewal, of a fresh
start, of a new beginning
and it is this new
beginning that we are so
looking forward to even if
we still have some
baggage from 2020 to
take care of.

And
wear a
mask!
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And thinking about
that fresh start, I can
think of no better place
to start than with our
relationship with our
Lord. As trying as this

past year has been,
we remain
confident because
of the steadfast love
of our Lord, of the
promises made to
be with us
throughout the
entirety of our lives
no matter what we
are dealing with and
of the commitment
God made to us through
the life, death and
resurrection of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
It is here where we find
our hope, our peace and
our future.
I pray that as the new
year dawns, we take the
time to dig into God’s
Word a bit more, to go to
God in prayer listening as
much as speaking and to
be open to the will of God
in our lives, even if it
means sacrifice on our
part. If this past year has
taught us anything it is the
importance of
relationships and one of
the most important
relationships, we can have

is the one we nurture
with our God.
This year has given us
a chance to reevaluate
our commitment, our
desire and our calling as
followers of Christ and I
pray that we don’t allow
the events of this year to
dampen our enthusiasm
for serving our God
through the church. We
still have work to do that
can only be done if we
come together and work
as one. Now, I realize it
may be a while yet, but I
am confident that we will
be able to gather once
again safely and together
further the work of our
Continued on page 2,
Pastor’s Pen
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Lord as a committed body of
Christ.
As we look forward to this
new year, I would like to invite
you to join with others in Bible
study, ministry groups, prayer
groups and fellowship
opportunities. Again, I do know it
will be a while before we feel safe
enough to
resume our
new
normal
activities,
but now is
the time to
start
planning
and
preparing

ourselves to reengage in the
ministries and activities of this
body of believers.
1 Peter 4:10, As each has

received a gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of
God’s varied grace.
We have heard it before and I
will say it again. Each of us has a
gift and that gift is important to the
ministry as a whole and is needed
if we are to reach the potential
God has planned for us. Each
one of you is needed, is valued,
and is important to the mission
God has put before us, and I am
blessed beyond measure to share
in this mission with you. The best
is yet to come, I am convinced of
it and together we can make it a
reality.

And let us consider how to stir
up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet
together as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day
drawing near, Hebrews 10:24-25.
There will soon be a time
when we can gather together again
and when we do, we will find
renewed strength and purpose as
we continue to seek ways to be
positive difference-makers in our
community and world.
Happy New Year and may
God’s blessings rain down upon
you this year and all the years to
come.
Peace,

Pastor Rick

Our Church Prayer List - all affected by Covid-19, and:
Mack Bishop
Sandra Bishop
Debbie Boothe
Patsy Boothe
Margaret Buchanan
Nettye Carter
Logan Chandler
Haley Clift
Terry Cunningham
Joe Davis
Joven and Amelia de los Reyes
Glenda Evans
Zach Everett
Bernie Fogarty
Chris Fogarty
Berry Fulford
Lonnie Gibbs
Cokie Gillespie
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Christy Good
Michelle Grene
Bobbie Hughes
Dottie Hughes
Lynnette Jaxon
Marion Jellenc
Stan Jones
Jon Mason Lim
Mack Maclaren
Pastor Rick Malugani
Louis Mapp
Melanie McCants
Stephanie McLaughlin
Dot & Bob Moffitt
Sandra Morris
Julie Morrow
“Moon” Mullins
Albert Pearson

Jon Pearson
Cecil Phillips
Family of Levis Quiggle
Sharon Quimby
Jean Rasmussen
Marlene Robinson
Lisa Seymour
Dorothy Skinner
Barbara Smith
Baby Elijah Sprague
John Stephens
Gus Stranch
Jill Swindoll
Oleta Volking
Daryl Wasp
Erika White
Sherrye Willmann

Good News from Fairhope Christian Church

Getting to know… Pam and Jim Maddox
Long-time members, Pam and
Jim Maddox both spent their
childhood in Florida, although Pam
is a native of Columbus, Ohio, where
she was born to Louise and Roy
Good. Jim was born and raised in
Tarpon Springs, Florida, with his
parents, Betty Lou and Oscar
Maddox. He has two brothers and a
sister. Pam has two brothers and a
twin sister.

Pam and her family moved to
Florida when she was nine years-old,
so she attended schools in
Columbus, Ohio, St. Petersburg and
Dunedin, Florida. Pam and her
family attended Methodist and
Baptist churches over the years,
while Jim was raised Roman
Catholic.

Their marriage soon followed and
they are still together all because of
God’s divine interaction during Pam
and Jim’s wedding!
From Florida, the couple
traveled to Alabama during the fall of
1991 for Jim’s work. The company
did heat-treating at refineries and
power plants. They moved to
Fairhope because they wanted their
children to have a solid foundation
and they wanted to be a part of a
church family. That’s where
Fairhope Christian Church excels!
With open arms, the family was
welcomed on their first visit to FCC
in 1991, and Pam and Jim officially
joined FCC March 3, 1996. Pam
joined by baptism, and Jim by
statement. The Maddoxes have
helped and served in many church
activities or on committees over the
years. Pam has served as financial
secretary, a trustee, Sunday School
teacher, and serves as a nursery
helper. They are both deacons; they
have helped with youth activities
through the years - even chaperoning
the FCC float by walking alongside
during the Fairhope Christmas
parade; and they both love helping
with fellowship dinners (where Jim
enjoys cooking and/or grilling.) They
also have helped for the past five
years with a community “turkey takeout” to prepare and provide meals
for families at Thanksgiving.

The couple’s paths first crossed
when Pam was still in high school.
They met in Clearwater Beach where
they enjoyed going with their friends.
Both knew they were a perfect
match, and were married three years
later. They had two children Charlene and Kyle; Charlene now
lives with her husband, Josh Fowler,
in Chattanooga, Tenn. and Kyle and
his wife, Sarah, live here in Fairhope
with their three children – two girls
and a boy. Pam and Jim love having
their grandchildren nearby and are
excited their son and daughter-in-law
have another baby boy on the way,
due in January. They really enjoy
picking the children up after work on
Pam and Jim are both employed
Wednesdays, to give the parents a
- Pam works for Alabama Land Title,
“date night.”
as a “closer,” where she explains
Their wedding not only brought closing documents regarding the
Pam and Jim together 41 years ago, it purchase, sale, or refinance of
homes. Jim works for Virginia
was the beginning of another
Wrecking Co., a specialized
couple’s love story, as well. Jim’s
demolition contractor serving the
sister, Christy, met Pam’s brother,
states of Louisiana, Alabama,
David, and the match was made.
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Mississippi, Georgia, Florida,
Tennessee, and South Carolina. Pam
and Jim credit their parents for
leading them by example. Their
parents have been married 65 years
and are great examples of love and
perseverance through all of life’s ups
and downs. They are shining
examples of a positive work ethic,
they still regularly attend church, and
are still very involved in volunteer
work of their own.

For fun Pam and Jim enjoy
reading, boating, fishing, and
hunting. Pam likes to sew when time
allows and Jim likes commercial
fishing boats as his family has a
history of commercial shrimping.
He, his grandfather, and father have
all at some time had boats, shrimp
boats, and bait and tackle shops.
(Interesting tidbit to keep in mind if
you travel to south Fla. - There is a
yellow bait house in Key Largo, Fla.,
on the east side of the road that Jim’s
grandparents built in the 1950’s. It
was called Key Largo Live Shrimp
Co.)
Pam and Jim feel very blessed to
be a part of this community of
believers, and we can tell them,
Fairhope Christian Church is blessed
to know them as well! Thank you,
Maddoxes, for all you do to make
this church the special place it is. - lf
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Disciples Making Disciples:

What is a Disciple?
Everyone knows what a
disciple is … right? Well, at
least most have an opinion of
what a disciple is. Opinions
can be confusing however.
Some people think a disciple
is a full time vocational
minister, but not an ordinary
believer. Some may believe a
disciple is someone who has
gone through a specific
training on how to be a
disciple. Still others believe
that to be a disciple one must
ascribe to a higher level of
commitment to Christ than
the average believer.
With all this confusion,
perhaps we should turn to the
Bible and see what it says a
disciple is. If we look up the
word disciple in a Bible
dictionary we would find a
disciple is, “a learner, pupil,
or adherent.” Now we go to
the actual Bible and see how
Jesus used the word to serve
his unique purposes. I am no
scholar, but Professor Michael
Wilkins is, and he once
stated, “a disciple of Jesus is
someone who has come to

him for eternal life, claimed
him as Savior and God, and
has embarked upon the life of
following him.” (Following the

Master, Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1992, 41.) In
other words a disciple of Jesus
is not only someone who has
made a profession of faith or
made a study of the teachings
of Jesus, but someone who
has come to a transforming
faith and seeks to follow Jesus’
teachings and examples.
To clarify still further, in
the Acts of the Apostles,
believers in Jesus are typically
referred to as disciples, twenty
-eight times and only later did
the Gentiles in Antioch give
them the nickname
“Christian” (Acts 11:26).
Understanding that the two
words, disciples and
Christians, represent the same
thing, we can come to a
conclusion. To be a true
Christian is, by definition, to
be a disciple.
Following Jesus as a
disciple (or true Christian) is a

process of learning to become
more and more like Jesus. So
specifically, what does that
mean? If we search the
Scriptures it is clear that
becoming more and more like
Jesus we would need to do
what Jesus did. Such as: denial
of oneself, wholehearted love
for God, sacrificial love for
others, forgiveness of
enemies, humility,
servanthood, sexual purity,
seeking and following the
Holy Spirit, mission, and
obedience. All these are
major themes in the Bible.
They are basic foundational
things that every disciple
should learn about and begin
to practice as soon as possible.
To make disciples one
must first be a disciple. If you
haven’t started already, do so
today. If you have started on
your way to being a disciple,
dig deeper. The journey is
well worth it.
Blessings,

David Chambers

When can I expect to receive my coronavirus vaccination? (Alabama)
Phase 1 - Critical healthcare workforce, residents of
long‐term care facilities

1c - Persons in identified age groups at risk for COVID
19 associated morbidity and mortality not included
in Phase 1 b • Persons with high risk medical
1a - Frontline health workers, including clinical and
conditions • Essential workers not recommended
non‐clinical, in hospitals, nursing homes, or those
for vaccination in Phase 1b
providing in in‐home or mental health care directly.
• Workers in other healthcare settings providing
services with a risk of exposure to fluids and
Phase 2 - All persons in age groups not previously
aerosols
recommended for vaccine
1b - Essential workers at highest risk for work related
General Population not included in earlier phases.
exposure • Persons in identified age groups at risk
for COVID 19 associated morbidity and mortality
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Good News from Fairhope Christian Church

January Liturgy
January 3
David Chambers to preach
January 10
Mark 1:16-20
January 17
Ecclesiastes 3:9-15
January 24
Matthew 8:18-22
January 31
Micah 4:1-5

We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship:
Jan. 3 - Athens, First - Clint Coffey, Minister
Jan. 10 - Anniston, First - Laura Hutchinson, Minister
Jan. 17 - Auburn, Village - Pat Parvin, Minister
Jan. 24 - Dothan, First - Bill Smith, Minister
Jan. 31 - B’Ham, Primera Iglesia - Roberto Rodriguez, Pastor
Military Prayer Requests:
Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; grandson of
Cindy Bishop
Capt. Christian Michael Helms, Marine, Quantico, VA;
grandson of Morris & Janet
Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of Morris
& Janet
Capt. Ross Malugani, Fort Bragg, NC; son of Pastor Rick & Ellen

Jonathan Light, 1/1
John W. Alford, 1/4
Monee* Hook, 1/4
Marsha* Jansen, 1/8
Pat* Bagby, 1/9
Helen* Renner, 1/12
Morris* White, 1/12
Jim* Clifford, 1/16
Robert (Bob) Rucando, 1/18
Brian* Talley, 1/18
Dian* Mangus, 1/19
Norma* Mullins, 1/19
Jane* Velasquez, 1/21
Laura* Talley, 1/22
Kaki* Chambers 1/24
David* Massey, 1/26
Bob* Broughton, 1/27
Caitlinn Ragland, 1/29

Anniversaries:
9 Don and Margaret Jennings
17 Bob and Alvida Rucando

Week of Compassion - more relevant now than ever before.
Due to the pandemic, the ongoing Disciples’
Week of Compassion fundraiser has been affected in
a negative way, but the need is still there, if not more
critically needed now. Our world has changed and
many who have never experienced it before, have
suffered immeasurably. From the record-breaking
fires out west, to the many hurricanes devastating parts
of the south and east, to the massive explosion in
Beirut, thousands have been displaced and their lives
upended. Then, there is the devastation brought on by
the pandemic… the need is great.
The reality is that 2021 will bring many of the
same challenges—and even some new ones. Disasters
will continue to occur. Displaced populations remain
vulnerable. And hundreds of millions of people
around the world struggle under the weight of poverty.
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But thanks to your support, Week of Compassion will
continue to respond. Because of your faithfulness, in
2020, Week of Compassion provided nearly $3
million for responses all over the world.
Events of the past year have shown us that, even in
times when we cannot be together in one place, your
offerings to support Week of Compassion continue to
strengthen our church’s presence all over the world:
providing water to the thirsty, food for the hungry, and
hope for the weary.
Thank you for your gifts. Your generosity ensures
that, even in the midst of uncertainty, the transforming
power of compassion continues to change the world.
With much gratitude,

Your Week of Compassion Staff
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Youth Activities Update
I can’t believe that this year has gone by so fast.
We have had an unusual year with Covid-19 and
several hurricanes. However, that did not stop us
from being a church with an active youth group. As a
recap, the youth have helped Hurricane victims;
supported the Angel Tree Ministry; and have helped
by collecting and delivering items for the homeless.
They have also done various events such as being
part of a community drivethrough back-to-school event
and our Trunk or Treat
drive-through event. The
youth have also enjoyed
being part of the youth
Christmas play. We also

started a midweek, Thursday afternoon youth service
time, and we plan to continue doing so for the new
year. As we advance, we plan to continue finding
ways to be active in our community and our church.
We also plan to continue having our Sunday
morning service at 9:45 am and Thursdays at 4 pm.
In closing, I would like to thank all of you for
being such a tremendous help to our youth group
and being part of the numerous activities we have
undertaken. I hope that all of you have a wonderful
Christmas and New Year and I can’t wait to see what
the new year brings. I know that it will be a great year,
and we have great plans in place for the youth!

Adam Swedenburg,
FCC Youth Director

News and Notes
Dear Fairhope Christian Church
Family,

Mere words cannot express our
gratitude and appreciation for the
most generous Christmas gift. Ellen
and I are so blessed to be part of
such a loving, caring and supportive
congregation and are humbled by
your generosity. Thank you once
again and may God continue to
bless and keep each one of you,
now and forevermore.
Pastor Rick and Ellen
***********
Dear FCC family,
We would like to thank you for
your continued support during this
past, most unusual, year and for
remembering your staff this
Christmas with your overwhelming
generosity!!
We look forward to the day we
can see your smiling faces again
and hug you all with appreciation!
Happy New Year to all!
Lyn, Cindy, Adam, Jonathan, and
Brenda
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Morning CWF/DW
A meeting will be held
Tues., Jan. 12 at 10 a.m. to
plan how to continue moving
the morning CWF/DW group
forward. Even though it will
not be the same without our
dear friend, Sally, I believe
we need to come together
and share ideas on how the
morning group would like to
structure the meetings in the
coming year. If you are
unable to attend, please feel
free to contact me with your
idea(s).
Blessings,
Ellen Malugani
***********
“Thank you, everyone, for
your Christmas Greetings, and
for the lovely crocheted tree
ornament.
We miss seeing you.”
Anna and Reed Myers

Dear Friends,
We are deeply
appreciative of the many
cards, calls and prayers of
the congregation and thank
everyone for their kindness.
We look forward to receiving
the informative church
newsletter. Please keep us
on the mailing list and in
your prayers.
Sincerely,
Bob and Dot Moffitt
500 Spanish Fort Blvd.
Apt 59
Spanish Fort, AL 36527
***********
Please note: If you would like to
have offering envelopes for your
2021 donations and pledges,
please let Judy Petrick know
ASAP. They will be assigned and
distributed very soon. Thank you!

Good News from Fairhope Christian Church

It is such a pleasure to announce the Basket Fundraiser raised $550. A big
thank you to all who began your support last spring or leading up to the sale with
donated items for the baskets, to Maryann Baltzer who had helped Sally with
beautiful bows and getting baskets together, to Brandi Thomas for helping sort
through items that needed to be put into more baskets, to Jamie Eastham and her
daughter, Lexie, for helping prepare the baskets for sale, Joann Brown for her
donation of the beautiful Christmas wreath for a silent auction as well as making
sure we had enough bows ready for each basket, and to everyone who bought a
basket or bag or just donated money. The funds will be going into the CWF account to continue the projects of
the group moving forward. I am also happy to announce June Berry was the winner of the Christmas Wreath.
Most of all I wish to remember Sally Jones who had begun the process back before the pandemic shut
everything down and hope that she would be pleased with how things worked out. Again, a big thank you for all
the support and generosity of this family of believers we call Fairhope Christian Church (DoC).
Blessings,
Ellen Malugani

Christmas Tribute Gifts
“Virtual Poinsettias” to benefit Ecumenical Ministries’ Christmas Meals
Barbara and Jerry Davis, given in honor of their family
Lyn Fogarty, given in thanksgiving for my Fairhope Christian Church family

Hugh Hays, given in memory of Jean Hays
Margaret Jennings, given in memory of Ruth Taylor
Stan Jones, given in memory of Sally Jones
Pastor Rick and Ellen Malugani, given in memory of Richard and Ellen Malugani (Rick’s parents)
and John and Constance Wetter (Ellen’s parents)
Louis and Melinda Mapp, given in honor of all caregivers and first responders
Eleanora B. Mauritson, given in memory of David R. Mauritson
Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Mullins, given in memory of Arden Ward
Helen and Bob Renner, given in memory of Scott Renner
and in honor of Lori Renner
Karen and Steve Urbanek, and Court Bodden, given in memory of their parents,
Jeane and Vernon Bodden

Due to the pandemic, we collected money in December not to beautify our sanctuary at
Christmas, but to donate to Ecumenical Ministries to help others less fortunate enjoy a
special Christmas meal. Thanks to all donors, on behalf of the recipients...
Volume 8, Issue 1

Page 7

at a glance
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

27 1st Sunday 28
29
after Christmas
AA - 7:30
AA - 7:30
Worship
AA - 12pm
AA - 12pm
Fellowship Hall 10 am Knit & Stitch
AA - 5:30
@ 9,
Live stream &
in-sanctuary @
10:30

30 Pastor out

3 David
4 Pastor out
5 Pastor out
Chambers
AA - 7:30
preaches
AA - 7:30
AA
- 12pm
Worship
AA - 12pm
Fellowship Hall 10 am Knit & Stitch
AA - 5:30
@ 9,
Live stream &
in-sanctuary @
10:30

6

10 am Bible Study
Groups

Thursday

Friday

31
Pastor out

JANUARY 1

7

8

AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

8am Prayer
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

9
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm
Office closed

AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

10 am Bible Study
Groups
AA - 7:30
8am Prayer
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

11
12
13
14
10 am Bible Study
Worship
AA - 7:30
AA - 7:30
AA - 7:30
Groups
Fellowship Hall
AA - 12pm
AA - 12pm
AA - 12pm
@ 9,
AA - 7:30
10 am Knit & Stitch
AA - 5:30
Live stream &
10 am
8am Prayer
in-sanctuary @
Disciples
Women
10:30
AA - 12pm
meeting
AA - 5:30
7 pm
D/W Mtgs
18
19
Worship
AA - 7:30
AA - 7:30
Fellowship Hall
AA - 12pm
AA - 12pm
@ 9,
AA - 5:30
Live stream & 10 am Knit & Stitch
in-sanctuary @
10:30

2

AA - 7:30

10

17

Saturday

20
21
10 am Bible Study
AA - 7:30
Groups
AA - 12pm
AA - 7:30

15

16
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

Office closed

22

23
AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm
Office closed

8am Prayer
AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

24

25
26
Worship
AA - 7:30
AA - 7:30
Fellowship Hall
AA - 12pm
AA - 12pm
@ 9,
AA - 5:30
Live stream &
10 am Knit & Stitch
in-sanctuary @
10:30

27

28

10 am Bible Study
Groups

29
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

30
AA - 7:30
AA - 12pm

AA - 7:30
8am Prayer

Office closed

AA - Men
9 am
AA Women
10:30

AA - 12pm
AA - 5:30

January 31
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Good News from Fairhope Christian Church

Special thanks during this uncertain time:
Dear Lord, we give thanks today for the doctors and scientists who have created vaccines for the
world and for those who transport and administer the vaccines; we are thankful for first responders, all
medical personnel, and for caregivers everywhere as the virus continues to surge; thank you for business
owners who are struggling to keep their doors open and for truckers and delivery service employees
who continue to provide our needs; and we are most thankful for this Fairhope Christian Church
congregation - our dear friends, who have endured so much during this global pandemic. We look
forward to the day when we all have been vaccinated and our church life returns to some sense of
normalcy. We thank you, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Things Parents Will Never Take for Granted Again
Compiled by Charlotte Hilton Andersen for ReadersDigest.com
Breathing normally
Breathing freely
Grandma hugs
Closing your office door
Taking a spin class at the gym
Listening to your loved one’s snoring
Talking over coffee
Reading memes that aren’t about the virus
Going out to eat
Being able to get routine medical care
Walking through a grocery store without fear
Dropping the kids off at school
Join us! Everyone is welcome!
Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School - 9:30 am
Worship Service - 10:30 am
Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday
9 am - 2 pm
Phone: 251-928-8495
Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915
E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or
office@fairhopechristian.org
Church Staff:
Rick Malugani, Pastor
Brenda Isbell Bennett,
Church Musician
Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant
Lyn Fogarty, Admin. Assistant
Jonathan Light, Choir Director
Carolyn Pernod, Nursery Attendant
Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director

Washing your hair every day
Rush-hour traffic
Getting your teeth cleaned
Eating ice cream at the mall
Wearing real pants
Booking a vacation
Going to the dog park
Going on a real date
Going to the beach on a whim
Getting a high five or pat on the back
Hosting a game night
Going to the bathroom alone
Fairhope Christian
Church
(Disciples of Christ)
349 Fairwood Blvd.
Fairhope, AL 36532

We’re on the web!
FairhopeChristian.org
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