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Pastor’s Pen 

entirety of our lifetime. 

The baby born in the 

stable and laid in the 

manger was a truly 

remarkable miracle, but it 

was just the start of an 

incredible journey that led 

to the most wondrous 

expression of love the 

world has ever witnessed. 

On this journey, Jesus 

revealed God’s plans for 

redemption, salvation, 

and everlasting life even as 

it cost him his own life on 

the cross. And it is this 

journey that we celebrate 

each and every day of our 

lives as Christian followers 

of Christ. It is not limited 

to just one day, or one 

moment in history rather 

it has infiltrated our daily 

lives for the spirit of 

Christmas lives just as 

Christ himself lives but we 

must keep it alive in our 

hearts, minds, and souls. 

It is a choice, and we have 

the power to either allow 

this sinful world direct us, 

or we can focus our 

attention on the one who 

gave his life so that we 

may have our sins 

expunged and our future 

secured, a future that will 

be filled with joy, with 

peace and with a love that 

is truly unimaginable in 

the eternal presence of 

our Lord.  

 This new year, let us 

resolve to love more, to 

care more, to forgive 

more and to be more 

compassionate as we 

attempt to live our lives 

more like Jesus. Let us 

look in the mirror and 

see the love of God 

shining back at us 

empowering us to share 

this love with all we see. 

Let us be more service 

minded both inside the 

church as well as outside 

demonstrating this love 

first-hand. Let us keep 

the spirit of Christmas 

alive in all we say and do 

by showing this world 
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“Reach up to 

God,   

Reach in to our  

hear ts ,   

Reach out to  

others”   

From the Pastor’s Pen: Let the Spirit of Christmas Live On! 

 All the presents have 

been unwrapped, the 

decorations are coming 

down and our lives are 

getting back to our new 

normal. The Christmas 

season has come and 

gone but the spirit of 

Christmas lives on in 

those who choose to 

embrace it on a daily 

basis. Yes, the pomp and 

circumstance of the 

season has passed, but we 

don’t have to let the 

feeling fade. All too 

often, we leave the spirit 

of Christmas behind as 

we move on into a new 

year with new 

opportunities and 

challenges. The daily 

grind resumes, the 

pressures of living in this 

world continue and it is 

easy to fall back into the 

way of living that our 

sinful world exists.  

 But it does not have 

to be this way. Jesus did 

not come to lift us up for 

only one season, but for 

the whole year. Jesus did 

not just want us to 

express charity, good will, 

and peace for a few 

weeks, but for the 
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that there is really a better way to 

live and interact with each other. 

Let us remember the words of 

Jesus as recorded in Matthew 

22:37-39, and he said to him, “you 
shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind. This 
is the greatest and first 

commandment. And a second is 
like it: you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

 If we would just keep these 

two commandments, how much 

better would be the world we live 

in. And it is out of this type of love 

that we demonstrate the traits 

listed above, those of compassion, 

of caring, of forgiveness and of 

service. It is not that hard, but it 

does involve a choice. We must 

choose to love, we must choose to 

care, we must choose to serve, 

and we must choose to forgive, 

just as Jesus did even as he hung 

on that cruel cross.  

 This is the year, this is the 

time, this is our new beginning, 

and it is ours because of the love 

of God. The choice is ours, which 

choice will you make?  

Peace,  

Pastor Rick 

Our Church Prayer List: 

Mady Allman 

Mack Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Dianne Blaschak 

Patsy Boothe  

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Logan Chandler 

Janice Clifford 

Haley Clift 

Diane Cooper 

Don Darnell 

Zach Everett 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Bobbie Hughes 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Mack Maclaren 

Ellen Malugani 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Dot & Bob Moffitt 

Julie Morrow 

Anna & the family of Reed Myers 

Barry Nix 

Tom Parks 

Mike Patrick 

Albert Pearson 

Gladys Pierce 

Sharon Quimby 

Marlene Robinson 

McKenzie Rockwell 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Jeanette Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Don Stewart 

Barbara Stieber 

Laura Todd 

Gary Turner 

Oleta Volking 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Sherrye Willmann 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 

and all caregivers 
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We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 

 Jan. 2 - Athens, First - Clint Coffey, Minister 

 Jan. 9 - Anniston, First - Laura Hutchinson and Maria 

   Zamarripa, Ministers 

 Jan. 16 - Auburn, Village - Tommy Morgan, Minister 

 Jan. 23 - Dothan, First - Bill Smith, Minister 

 Jan. 30 - Birmingham, Primera Iglesia - Roberto   

   Rodriguez. Pastor 

 

Military Prayer Requests: 

Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; 

 grandson of Cindy Bishop 

Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of 

 Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani, Ramstein AFB, Germany; son of 

 Pastor Rick & Ellen 

Jonathan Light, 1/1 

Marsha Jansen, 1/8 

Pat Bagby, 1/9 

Helen Renner, 1/12 

Morris White, 1/12 

Jim Clifford, 1/16 

Robert (Bob) Rucando, 1/18 

Brian Talley, 1/18 

Dian Mangus, 1/19 

Norma Mullins, 1/19 

Laura Talley, 1/22 

Kaki Chambers 1/24 

David Massey, 1/26 

Bob Broughton, 1/27 

Caitlinn Ragland, 1/29  

 

 

 

9 Don and Margaret Jennings 

17 Bob and Alvida Rucando 

January Liturgy 
 

Jan. 2 - Matthew 2:1—11 

Jan. 9 - Luke 3:15—17 

Jan. 16 - Teen Challenge (No Sermon) 

Jan. 23 - Luke 4:16—21 

Jan. 30 - Psalm 71:1—6 

• Square dance LESSONS will begin in the 

fellowship hall on January 17! If you have ever 

considered giving square dancing a whirl, join the 

Magnolia Squares on Monday evenings at 6:30 

pm, starting Jan. 17! 

• The staff would like to thank the church 

members for their Christmas gift cards and 

delicious treats! They were most appreciated, and 

we hope you all had a very Merry Christmas! 

• The current version of Our Daily Bread is now 

available. You can pick up your copy at the 

church entrance, Fellowship Hall, or church 

office.  

• Remember that we will be changing our donation 

envelopes from numbered to generic envelopes. 

If you would like to use the envelopes, they are 

available at the church entrance or office.  

• We said goodbye to Lyn—again!—as she officially 

went into retirement at the end of the year. 

Ashley Weller will be taking her place as the new 

administrative assistant. She will be in the church 

office Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 

from 9:30-2:30.  

 “It’s a pleasure to be here. Stop by or call to 

say hello. I look forward to meeting you all!”  

        Peace to you, 

        Ashley Weller 

News and Notes 
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Youth Activities Update 
Hey everyone, I hope and pray all of you are 

doing well. This past month has been an enormous 

success, and the youth have enjoyed learning about 

Christmas and all the sacrifices that were made for 

the very first Christmas. They enjoyed practicing for 

the play and enjoyed putting on the play. We hope 

that you enjoyed it as well, and that you got 

something out of it. 

This month, the youth are looking forward to the 

Youth Winter Camp at YMCA Camp Chandler in 

Wetumpka, AL. The camp is January 21-23, and it 

will include several fun activities, but most of all it will 

include worship services and small group times in 

which the youth will learn more about God. The cost 

of the camp is $130 for each youth.  

As you can tell, the youth group is bustling and 

very active. The youth enjoy coming to Sunday 

School, and they enjoy coming to midweek service 

on Thursday at 4 pm. As we continue to grow and do 

things, we pray that God will do great things through 

our youth ministry. We also pray that as we travel to 

and from camp that we will have safe travels. We also 

pray that camp will be a time of great fun, but also a 

great time to learn more about God.  

Adam Swedenburg,  
Youth Director 

 The CWF met on Tuesday, December 14th at 

both 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. The group decided to send 

$500 to the CWF of the First Christian Church of 

Mayfield, KY for relief after it was learned that the 

church building had heavy damage from the recent 

tornado. It was decided that the ladies of their 

church would be able to use the money where it was 

most needed at this time.  

 During the morning meeting, it was decided that 

after the loss of our dear friend Jane Velasquez, who 

had been leading our book study on Psalms, we 

would finish the last chapter of this book on our 

own. It was then agreed to start a new study on Ruth 

at our January meeting. Extra books will be ordered 

if anyone would like to join the morning group. The 

evening group has chosen the book “Beyond Your 

Backyard” by Tom Ellsworth as the next book to 

study, but will not start it until the February meeting. 

 Both groups enjoyed a time of fellowship with a 

Christmas party of lunch at the morning meeting and 

Christmas goodies at the evening. The next meeting 

will be January 11th at 10 a.m. only. The evening 

circle will not be meeting this month as half the 

group will be out-of-town. All ladies who may be 

interested in either group time are always welcome to 

join us at any time during the year.  

           June Berry and Ellen Malugani 

                 Co-chairs 

 The Power of Prayer 

And How It Can Change  

My Life 

A Seminar  

led by Ellen Malugani  

 

Saturday, January 29, 2022 

9:30a.m. 

Fairhope Christian Church Fellowship Hall 

349 Fairwood Blvd.  

(Across from the Old Armory) 

Fairhope, AL  

 

All are welcome to come and hear how 

prayer can be a life-changing experience by 

helping establish a stronger connection to 

God. 

Please call the church office to register or 

for more information.  

251-928-8495 

CWF -  December recap and new prayer seminar  
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26  

 

Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

 

27   

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10am Craft Circle 

 

 

28 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

29  

AA - 7:30 
8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

30 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

31 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

New Years Eve 

January 1, 2022 
 

2 
Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

3   AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

9am Church          
Cleanup 

10am Craft Circle 

10am Elders 
Meeting 

Magnolia Squares 
6:30-8:30 

4 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

 

5 
AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 
Deadline for 

Tornado 
Donations 

6      
 

 

 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

Youth Midweek 

Service, 4pm 

 

7 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

8 
AA - Men 

9 am 
 

AA - Women 
10:30 

 

9 

Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

10 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10am Craft Circle 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

 

Pastor Rick Out 

11 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

10 am  

CWF Mtg 

 

Pastor Rick Out 

12 
AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 
 
 

Pastor Rick Out 

13 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

10am Planning 

Meeting 
 

Youth Midweek 

Service, 4pm 

14 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

15 

AA - Men 
9 am 

 
AA - Women 

10:30 
 

Fellowship Hall 
reserved 10am-

1pm 

 16 

Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream 

Teen Challenge 

Worship and 

Dinner  

17 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

Lessons Begin! 

6:30-8:30 

18 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

 

19  

AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

 

20 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

11am Lunch 

Bunch @ Café 98 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service, 4pm 

21 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

22 
 

AA - Men 
9 am 

 
AA - Women 

10:30 
 
 

23 / 30 

 

Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

24 / 31 

 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

25 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

26 
AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

27 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 
 

Youth Midweek 

Service, 4pm 
 

10am Bible Study 

“God Heard Their 

Cry” 

28 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

29 
AA - Men 

9 am 
 

AA - Women 
10:30 

 
Prayer Seminar  
Fellowship Hall 

9:30 am 
 

January at a glance 

Sunday    Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday    Friday    Saturday 
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Disciples Making Disciples 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Brenda Isbell Bennett,  

Church Musician 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

Ashley Weller, Admin. Asst. 

We’re on the web! 

FairhopeChristian.org  

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

  After church a parishioner 

approached the Pastor and said, “I 

didn’t get much out of worship 

today. I didn’t know the hymns and 

I got lost in the sermon. I just 

wasn’t uplifted.” The Pastor 

responded, “Well, it’s a good thing 

we weren’t worshiping you.” 

 Would a pastor really say that? 

Maybe not but he would surely 

think it. Your mind is key to 

becoming a disciple. According to 

Proverbs 23:7, you are what you 

think about. If you think the 

church is about you and your 

enjoyment and happiness, then you 

have left God out of the equation. 

How do we train our minds to be 

Christ-centered instead of self-

centered? It’s not easy and it will 

take constant vigilance, because the 

world is always around to drag us in 

a different direction. To make 

other disciples, we must be Christ-

centered disciples ourselves. Our 

minds need to be renewed 

(Romans 12:2). Only then will our 

lives be transformed. Trying to 

change our actions without 

changing our thinking is fruitless. 

We need to fix the way we think. A 

transformed mind comes through 

the study and practice of the Bible. 

 If we feed on God’s Word 

regularly the way we feed our 

bodies, we will develop a mindset 

conducive to being a disciple and 

making disciples. The believers in 

Acts 2 devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching. We need that 

kind of dedication and dynamic 

experience with the Bible. Be a 

good disciple. Immerse yourself in 

God’s Word every day. Then…Go 

and make disciples, teaching them 

all God has taught you. 

Blessings, 

David Chambers 


