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From the Pastor’s Pen:  

 We are in a unique time and place. We 

as part of the global body of Christ find 

ourselves at Fairhope Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) serving as one small 

but vital piece of Christ’s ministry of 

reconciliation and recovery. We here at 

Fairhope Christian Church have been 

empowered along with thousands upon 

thousands of other Christians to be the 

voice in the wilderness, to be the light that 

shines through the darkness, to be hands 

and feet of our Lord and Savior.  

 We along with other Christians 

worldwide have been tasked with 

spreading the good news, with living the 

good news, with being the good news. And 

the best news is we still have Jesus working 

with us, working in us, and working 

through us giving us ample opportunity to 

be disciple makers.  

 Yes, we aren’t very big, yes, we don’t 

have the energy we once had, and yes, we 

are older, but all that means is we have 

experience, we have wisdom, and we still 

have time to make a difference. But most 

important; we have God.  

 We may be small, but look what God 

did with a remnant. We may be old but 

look what God did with Elizabeth, with 

Moses, and with Noah to name a few. We 

may be tired, but look what God did with 

Elijah who was worn out, with Moses when 

his arms became tired.   

 The point is, there is still life in us to be 

lived and to be used to serve our Lord and 

Savior. We have more in us then we might 

give ourselves credit for, and it is this 

“more” that God seeks to use to continue 

to proclaim the good news, to continue to 

grow the family of God, and to continue to 

be a people of hope, of love, and of 

forgiveness.  

 Remember this is our God we are 

talking about, and it is our God who gives 

us strength when we run low, who lifts us 

up when we fall and who walks right along 

beside us as we move through our earthly 

journey. When others fall by the wayside, 

our God paves a way for us to continue the 

journey. When others give up, our God fills 

us with the Spirit of hope and of truth. 

When others see no purpose, our God 

points to the cross.  

 John 3:16 says it best, for God so loved 

the world that he gave his only Son that 

whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have everlasting life. It is this kind of 

love that fuels us, that pushes us to answer 

the call our Lord is placing upon us, and it 

is this love that will cover us and guide us 

as we seek to be faithful and fruitful 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

Reach up to God, 

Reach into our hearts, 

Reach out to others.  
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servants of our God.  

 We have many challenges facing us, some with the 

power to overwhelm us if we let them. But with 

challenge comes opportunity. Through the challenges, 

God could be opening up opportunities to do things 

differently, to view things differently, to transform our 

current normal into a new and more vibrant normal. Just 

because this is the way we have always done it does not 

mean it is the way we need to do it going forward.  

 Transformation is in our genes for our God is a God 

of transformation. Philippians 1:6 states; and I am sure of 

this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Christ.  

 God is at work in us, taking the clay that is our lives 

and molding it, shaping it, transforming it into something 

that is not only useful, but extremely beautiful and this 

work is still going on in our lives today. And this is true of 

our church as well. While things may not be going 

according to our plans, we will still put our trust in the 

Lord and seek the opportunities our Lord has placed 

before us as a body of Christ.  

 We are small but we have a big heart. Let us open 

this heart up and receive the strength, the power, and 

the love of God remembering that we are a vital part of 

Christ’s universal church, and we can and will continue to 

do the work which our Lord has commissioned. We 

aren’t done yet! 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

CWF -  January Recap 
  
 The CWF morning group met Tuesday, January 10th at 10 a.m. and welcomed the new co-chair, Debbie Carpenter. 
Sarah Snarr led a devotional time. With the start of a new year, ways were discussed of encouraging more women to 
join either the morning or evening groups. The morning group decided to try and bring in speakers every couple of 
months or so to see if this would attract more interest in CWF. Debbie Carpenter also told the ladies about the group, 
Neighborhood Bridges, and the work they do in the community.  Because there are only a few shut-ins at this time, 
each lady took one name and will put together a Valentine bag for the elders to deliver. These are due by January 29th. 
The next morning meeting will be Tuesday, February 14th at 10 a.m.   

 The evening circle met Tuesday, January 17th at 7 p.m. The next to the last chapter in the book, Beyond our 
Backyard, was discussed. We will be looking for a new book to discuss and all possibilities are to be brought to the next 
meeting. Beverly Walker, who works as a Physical Therapist at a rehab facility, asked if the group would be willing to 
put together little welcome bags holding such items as a comb, tissues and lotion for the patients who may not have a 
family member who would provide these items for them. It was agreed that each member of the evening group would 
be responsible for an item and bring enough to make 12 bags and then we would put the bags together at the next 
meeting. Because the second Tuesday in February is Valentine's Day, it was decided that the group would meet on 
Tuesday, February 7th instead at 7 p.m. As always, all ladies of the church are encouraged to come to either meeting 
and bring anyone who may be interested in joining.  

Blessings, 
Debbie Carpenter/Ellen Malugani co-chairs 
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Happy Anniversary! 

7—Dale and Laura Talley 

10—Kermit and Dian Mangus 

 Lay Leaders Liturgists Fellowship Hosts Elders 

Feb. 5   Pam C. & Susan B. 

Gene Boothe  

&  

Janet Helms 

Feb. 12 Fred Crawford Janet Helms  

Feb. 19  Sue Hammac  

Feb. 26    Morris, Janet, & Sue 

 

 

Feb 5 — Jeremiah 18:1-6  

Feb 12 — Matthew 9:35-38  

Feb 19 — Galatians 4:8-10 

Feb 22 — Daniel 9:3-5 (Ash Wednesday) 

Feb 26 — John 6:32-35 

8—Sue Hammac 

12—Linda Talley 

13—David Acree 

13—Sarah Snarr 

21—Renae Robinson 
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We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 
 

Feb. 5 – Century, Edward Point – Sherry Johnson, 
Minister 

Feb. 12 – Foley, South Baldwin – Gary West and 
Marc Nattier, Ministers 

Feb. 19 – Fairhope, Fairhope – Rick Malugani, 
Minister 

Feb. 26 – Camp Hill, Pleasant View – Dave 
Crosslin, Minister 

June Berry 

Kristy Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Jesse Bond 

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Logan Chandler 

Janice Clifford 

Jim Clifford 

Haley Clift 

Clay Conrad 

Don Darnell 

Blake Ernest 

Berry Fulford 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Hugh Hays 

Daniel Herrea 

Dottie Hughes 

Jerry Johnson 

Mack Maclaren 

Sarah Maddox 

Peggy McCarthy 

Brad Jason McCullough 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Brian Moore 

Barry Nix 

Emily O’Toole 

Mike Patrick 

Sharon Quimby 

Marlene Robinson 

Wally & Judy Robinson 

McKenzie Rockwell 

Margie Robinson 

Elise Rogers and Family 

Jennifer Penry Romano 

Lisa Seymour 

Barbara Smith 

Jeanette Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Millie Stephens 

Laura Talley 

Laura Todd 

Gary Turner 

Oleta Volking 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 
and all caregivers 

  

Our Church Prayer List: 

Military Prayer Requests: 
 

Sgt. Samantha Helms,  

Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of  Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani,  

Ramstein AFB, Germany; son of Pastor Rick & Ellen 
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Coming Up In March: 

Friday, March 17, 2-6pm — Red Cross Blood Drive 

Notes & Upcoming Events 

• Our 6-week Dinner & Bible Study continues every 

Wednesday from 5-7pm. through Feb. 15th 

• Men’s Fellowship meets Saturday, Feb. 4th at 9am! 

• The evening CWF will meet on Feb. 7th at 7pm  

• Our monthly Game Day is Thursday, Feb. 9th from 

2-4pm. Come and enjoy an afternoon of fun! 

• Join us after Worship on Feb. 12th for “Souper” 

Bowl Sunday! The church will provide a soup lunch. 

We ask that you bring a canned soup to donate! 

• The morning CWF will meet Feb. 14th at 10am. 

• The Lunch Bunch meets at Café 98 on Thursday, 

Feb. 16th at 11am.  

• Week of Compassion Special Offering will begin 

Sunday, Feb. 19th - Sunday, Feb. 26th. 

• Ash Wednesday is Feb. 22nd. Services will be held 

at 12pm & 6pm 

• Join us for Movie Night 6-8pm on Thursday, Feb. 

23rd! 

 Thank you does not feel like enough, but please know that it is with heartfelt love for this 
church that I am truly grateful. 
 I want to thank everyone again for all the prayers, cards, food, visits and other little goodies 
that have made my cancer easier. Your prayers lifted me up and I felt each and every one, 
especially on the days that weren't so good, and I pray that God blesses each and every one of 
you. The love I feel by being a part of this church is beyond measure and I love each of you in 
return. God had prepared me for this journey and Jesus carried me through, but I also know that 
the prayers were heard, and I am now cancer-free. I do not know what God had planned for me, 
but I know I have the loving support of this church family that will help me fulfill my calling when 
the time is right.  

Blessings, 
Ellen Malugani 
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  1 
8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 

Mission Planning 

Team 6pm 
 

5-7pm Dinner & 

Bible Study Week 4 

 2     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 3 
 

 

 4 
9am Men’s 

Fellowship 

 

 

 5 
9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 

 

 6     
 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30pm 

 
 

 7 

 

 

 

7pm CWF 

 

 

 

 8 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
5-7pm Dinner & 

Bible Study Week 5 

 

 

 9      
 

 

 

2-4pm Game Day 

 

 

 

 10 
 

 

 

 

 11 
 
 

 

 12 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  
 

 

 

 13 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30pm 

 

 14 

10am CWF 

 

 

 15 
 
 
 
 

 

 

5-7pm Dinner & 

Bible Study Week 6 

 16     

 

 

 

 

11am Lunch Bunch 

@ Café 98 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 17 

 

 18 

 

 

 

 

 19 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 

Week of 

Compassion 

Special Offering 

 20     

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30pm 

 

 
 

 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 22 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 
 
 
 

12pm Service 
6pm Service 

 23 

 

 
 

 

 

6-8pm Movie Night 

 
 
 

 24 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 25 
 
 
 

 26 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 

Week of 

Compassion 

Special Offering 

 27 

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30pm 

 28     

THERE IS HOPE 
Weekly Meeting Schedule: 

Mondays-Fridays: 

7:30am, 12pm 

Tuesdays: 

5:30pm 
 

Saturdays: 

9am - Men only 

10:30am - Women only 
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Disciples Making Disciples 
Sharing the Good News in Our World Today 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am   
(live-streaming online) 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 

10 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

FairhopeChristian.org 

 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Ashley Weller, Admin. Assistant 

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

 In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), 
Jesus presents the principles of the Kingdom of God 
as he sees it. Basically, he tells the current Jewish 
religious establishment that they had flipped God’s 
law and prophecy and were presenting an upside-
down image of the Kingdom. It appears that the 
current modern church has done much the same 
thing. That is, we tend to place our faith in human 
systems, structures, and the business of religion. 
Jesus repeatedly says, “You have heard it said, but I 
say…” (Matthew 5:21). We flip the church upside 
down when we reduce the church into more of a 
destination than a journey. That is a place to go 
instead of the people of God. We have become a 
people who are more focused on the addition of 
numerical growth than on the multiplication of true 
disciples. 

  

Amos, the prophet, railed against this upside-down 
version of the Kingdom in his day. I think we do well 
to read and remember what he said in order to get 
our priorities straight.  

Amos 5:21-24 (The Message): “I can’t stand your 
religious meetings. I’m fed up with your 
conferences and conventions. I want nothing to 
do with your religion projects, your pretentious 
slogans and goals. I’m sick of your fund-raising 
schemes, your public relations and image 
making. I’ve had all I can take of your noisy ego-
music. When was the last time you sang to me? 
Do you know what I want? I want justice—
oceans of it. I want fairness—rivers of it. That’s 
what I want. That’s all I want.” 

David Chambers,  
Disciples Making Disciples 


