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From the Pastor’s Pen:  

  I would like to take a moment and 

offer a sincere word of appreciation to 

every one of you. This past year has been 

difficult and yet it has been filled with so 

many blessings and wonderful 

expressions of love and compassion. We 

began this year with the cloud of cancer 

hovering over us and while we had every 

confidence that Ellen’s cancer would be 

cured, we also knew it would still be a 

long and challenging journey. But this 

body of believers helped us through with 

some timely meals, being on call when I 

had to be out of town and of course 

prayer. We felt each prayer and the love 

that was behind each one and this 

helped us as we made our way through 

this arduous journey.  

 She has been declared cancer free 

and by the end of this year will have 

finished all her treatments. We will begin 

this new year with renewed hope, with a 

sense of purpose, and with an energy to 

make the best of whatever time we have 

left. Cancer may have derailed some of 

our plans, but it also gave us time to 

revisit our priorities and to ask ourselves 

what is it that God wants us to take from 

this experience.  

 I think this is an important part of the 

Advent season. Yes, we know advent 

points to preparation for the birth of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, but it also 

points to the hope that this birth brings 

for a new beginning, to the joy in 

knowing that our God cared so much as 

to send us a savior in such a wonderful 

and life changing way, the peace that 

overcomes us as we lean into God’s 

tender care, and of course the love of 

our God that is manifested through this 

miraculous birth.  

 Advent presents each of us with an 

opportunity to revisit our own priorities, 

to recalibrate the course of our lives if 

necessary. Advent can point us to a new 

beginning, a fresh start, and a renewed 

sense of purpose even as we deal with 

the cancer of sin in our lives.  

 That night when Jesus was born, so 

too was a new beginning. For this was 

the beginning of the end for sin and all of 

its evil effects. A savior has come, one 

who would not only take on sin, but 

defeat it through his death on the cross. 

From this baby born in a manger to the 

 

(Continued on page 2) 



Good News from Fairhope Christian Church Page 2 

 

 The morning CWF group met on Tuesday, November 8th at 10 a.m. The evening group postponed 

their meeting to December because half the group could not make it.  During the morning meeting, 

Sarah Snarr led the devotion from the Max Lucado book "A Love Worth Giving to You at Christmas". The 

ladies wish to thank Sarah for her time and study to bring wonderful devotions and book study to the 

morning group.  

 The morning group will meet again on Tuesday, December 13th but we will be meeting at 9 a.m. at 

Cafe 98 for a fun, fellowship time. It was decided that instead of a Dirty Santa gift, the ladies are 

encouraged to bring either a cash donation or food items to help with the Blessing Box ministry. All 

ladies are welcome to come and enjoy a time of Christmas fellowship. Because of scheduling conflicts, 

the evening group will be meeting the first Tuesday, December 6th at 7 p.m., just for December. We will 

be continuing our book study and encouraging the ladies to bring a plate of Christmas goodies to share 

and enjoy. All ladies are welcome to come and share in either of the CWF meetings.  

Blessings, 

June Berry/Ellen Malugani, co-chairs 

CWF -  November Recap 

man who, through his brief life among us, taught us 

what true love, compassion, faith, obedience, and 

forgiveness looked like. We witness the 

overwhelming devotion and commitment of our 

God to offer us this new beginning, this fresh start, 

and to prepare us for an ending that actually will 

never end, but go one for ever and ever in the 

wonderful presence of our Lord.  

 So, as we prepare for this advent season, we 

also take time to offer our gratitude, our sincere 

appreciation for that which God has provided for us. 

Along with all the celebrations and gifts, we take 

time to sit back and reflect on the greatest gift of 

all—the gift of redemption, salvation, and eternal 

life—all given to us through the life, death and 

resurrection of a small baby born in a manger so 

long ago. We celebrate a love that is 

unquenchable—the love of our God.  

So, once again, I say thank you, thank you to 

this wonderful body of believers, to all the people 

who prayed and supported us, but most importantly 

to our God, the God of new beginnings. Praise be to 

God.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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Youth Activities Update 

Hey everyone, what a busy year we have had 

this year. I can hardly believe that it is already 

December.  

This past month the youth have enjoyed 

helping with Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes. 

They have done random acts of service for this 

ministry, including one Thursday afternoon packing 

14 shoeboxes. Also, this past month, the youth have 

continued to enjoy attending Sunday School, and 

Midweek services.  

Make sure to put December 11 on your 

calendar. We are part of Trinity Presbyterian’s Drive-

thru Nativity this year. It will be on Duck Pond Rd at 

the pier. We are in charge of doing the “No Room in 

the Inn” scene. We need as many people as we can 

to help us with this scene, and all ages are welcome. 

We are in charge of putting up our scene and are 

allowed to start doing so at 12 that day. We need to 

have everything set up and ready by 4:30 pm. The 

Drive-thru Nativity will take place December 11 from 

5-7 pm.  

 As many of you have heard, my last Sunday with 

the church is November 27th, and my official last day 

with the church is December 1st. I am still going to 

help out with the parade and the Drive-thru nativity.  

 As the passage Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 states, “there 

is a reason for everything and there is a season for 

everything.” Also, as Christians, we have to be 

prepared to answer God’s callings in our lives. That 

is why my family and I are moving on to the next 

adventure God has called us to.  

 My time at Fairhope Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ), has been full of growth, learning, and 

understanding. I will miss the people, the youth, the 

love and the welcome from everyone at the church. 

I will miss being the Youth Director, and I will miss 

the hours we have spent together. I will also miss 

the fellowship of one another, being able to help 

with camps, and helping with the regional youth 

council.   

I will miss working with you all and being 

under your guidance and mentorship. It has been a 

great time, and I have learned so much from you all. 

I want to thank you for teaching me, guiding 

me, and mentoring me over the years I have spent 

with you all. I’ll be forever grateful for you and 

this congregation, and the warm welcome I felt 

when my family began our ministry here and 

joined the church.   

We ask you to pray for our family in this new 

calling. We also ask you to still pray for the children 

and youth at Fairhope Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). We ask that you will continue to teach these 

children and youth and pour love into their lives. We 

also pray that God will do great things in and 

through the children and youth at Fairhope Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).  

—Adam Swedenburg 
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Sally's Shoeboxes 

 I am happy to report that 357 shoeboxes were turned in to the OCC drop-off location. 

That is 46 more boxes than last year. As they say, "it takes a village" and it took everyone at 

First Christian to make this year's shoebox collection a success. Thank you to everyone who 

donated money or things to fill the boxes, participated in the Packing Party or helped set up 

the party, filled shoeboxes, put together the shoeboxes, donated money to pay for shipping, 

or any of the many jobs involved in the shoebox ministry. Thank you so much! 

—Pam Chambers 
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We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 
 

Dec 4 – Montgomery, United – La’Rue Smith, Jr., 
Minister 

Dec 11 – Pensacola, Westwood – Betty and David 
Massey, Co-Pastors 

Dec 18 – Ambassadors for Christ – Pamela Wilson, 
Minister 

Dec 25 – Meridian, First – Mark Benson, Minister 

Bill Bagby 

June Berry 

Stephanie Bertagnolli 

Kristy Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Patsy Boothe 

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Larry Chambers 

Logan Chandler 

Janice Clifford 

Haley Clift 

Clay Conrad 

Diane Cooper 

Don Darnell 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Hugh Hays 

Daniel Herrea 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Elena Kinney 

Mack Maclaren 

Sarah Maddox 

Ellen Malugani 

Peggy McCarthy 

Brad Jason McCullough 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Barry Nix 

Emily O’Toole 

Mike Patrick 

Sharon Quimby 

Marlene Robinson 

Wally & Judy Robinson 

McKenzie Rockwell 

Margie Robinson 

Elise Rogers and Family 

Jennifer Penry Romano 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

The Family of Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Jeanette Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

The Family of Courtney Sullivan 

John Stephens 

Laura Talley 

Laura Todd 

Gary Turner 

Oleta Volking 

Tom Walker 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 
and all caregivers 

  

  

Our Church Prayer List: 

Military Prayer Requests: 
 

Dalton Benson,  

US Army, Leesville, LA; grandson of Cindy Bishop 

Sgt. Samantha Helms,  

Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of  Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani,  

Ramstein AFB, Germany; son of Pastor Rick & Ellen 
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12/1—Susan Broughton  

12/2—Linda McCullough 

12/3—Bill Bagby 

12/18—Kermit Mangus  

12/18—Eleanora Mauritson 

12/20—Lance Howard 

4th—Adam and Brandi Swedenburg 

19th—Christopher and Caron 
Ragland 

27th--Jim and Janice Clifford 

December Servants 

 

 

12/04 — Isaiah 53:1-5 

12/11 — 1 Peter 1:6-9 

12/18 — John 14:6 

12/25 — John 1:1-14 

 Lay Leaders Liturgists Fellowship Hosts Elders 

Dec. 4 Sue Hammac David Chambers Donna Kenny 

David Chambers 

& 

Janet Helms 

Dec. 11 Fred Crawford Donna Kenny  

Dec. 18 Ken Vaughn Ken Vaughn CWF 

Dec. 25  Morris White Morris White  

Coming Up In January: 

Jan. 11th—Game Day, 1-4pm 

Jan. 15th—Laity Sunday 

Jan 19th—Dinner/Bible Study, 5-7pm 

Dear Friends, 

I am more convinced than ever that sending cards means so 

much! Thanks to each of you for the cards, calls, and 

prayers. I have them in a special place and enjoy reading 

again. 

Thanks again for your support, 

Bill Bagby 
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 1     
 

 

 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 

 

 2 
 

7pm Fairhope 

Christmas Parade 

 3 
9am Men’s 

Fellowship 

 

 

 4 
9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 

 

 5     
 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 

 6 

 
 

 

 

7pm CWF 

 7 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 
 

 8      
 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 

Family Promise 

Chocolate Affair 

 in Daphne 

 9 
 

 

 

6pm Pairs & 

Spares Christmas 

Party 

 10 
 
 

4-6pm Open 

House @  

Rick & Ellen’s 

 11 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  
 

 

Drive-thru 

Nativity Scene 

5-7pm @ 

Fairhope Pier 

 12 

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 

 13 

 

9am CWF @  

Café 98 
 

Mission Planning 

Team 6pm 

 

 

 14 
 
 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 

 

 15     

 

 

 

11am Lunch 

Bunch @ Café 98 
 

 

 

 

4pm Youth Service 
 
 

 

 16 

 

 17 

 

 

 

 

 18 

9am-Christian Ed 

10am-Worship  

 

CWF Open House  

 19     

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

7-9pm 

 

 
 

 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 21 

 
 

 

6pm Longest Night 

Service 

 22 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 
 

 23 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 24 
 
 

6:00pm Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 

 

10am-Worship  

 

26 

 

 

 27  28 

 

8am Prayer 
(via Zoom) 

 
 

 29 

 

 

 

 

 

4pm Youth Service 

 
 

 30  31 

        

THERE IS HOPE 
Weekly Meeting Schedule: 

Mondays-Fridays: 

7:30am, 12pm 

Tuesdays: 

5:30pm 
 

Saturdays: 

9am - Men only 

10:30am - Women only 
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Disciples Making Disciples 
Sharing the Good News in Our World Today 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am   
(live-streaming online) 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

FairhopeChristian.org 
 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Tierney Moore, Music Minister 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

Ashley Weller, Admin. Assistant 

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

  Before we go out on our 

mission in the world (disciples 

making disciples) we really need 

to know who we are as Christians 

and what the church we are 

inviting people to means. When 

you hear the word “church” what 

do you think of? Is it Board 

meetings, budgets, or financial 

statements? Do you think of 

church leadership (pastor, elders, 

deacons, team leaders), task 

groups, or programs? Maybe 

when you think of church the 

image of a Bible study or worship 

service or Sunday School comes to 

mind. Hopefully we don’t have 

the image of the “church lady” 

from Saturday Night Live come to 

mind. Do you think of the church 

as a club to join? Many people—

especially people who don’t go to 

church—think of church as boring. 

I hope we can change all of that.  

 The New Testament church, as 

Jesus establishes it, is not an “it” 

but a “who.” It is the people of 

God on a mission. The church is 

not a building or an organization 

or a club. The church is a family 

and is anything but boring. 

        As we move forward in our 

mission of disciples making 

disciples may we take with us this 

image of church as a dynamic 

family of loving compassionate 

friends and followers of Jesus. We 

go into the world with a smile on 

our face and joy in our heart with 

one driving desire—to share the 

love of God with everyone we 

meet. Let’s go! 

David Chambers 


