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Pastor’s Pen 

where we can 

interact with others 

as we each 

participate in our 

faith journey and it 

is a place to hear 

and respond to the 

Word of God. 

Church is still important 

and needed in today’s 

world and we still have a 

part to play in God’s plan 

for this world.  

And here is where I 

would like to challenge 

each of you. We recently 

held our annual 

congregational meeting, in 

which we voted in the 

officers, trustees, elders 

and diaconate for the next 

year. And now we need to 

fill the various task group 

positions to help us 

continue the ministries we 

have now and to look at 

new ones in our never-

ending search to be a 

church of hope, love and 

service.  

A few years back we 

moved from a committee-

based structure to a task 

group structure. The idea 

behind this was to give 

more flexibility in the way 

people served. Instead of 

being locked into a 

committee, one could 

choose to work with an 

outreach project, then 

maybe a fellowship 

project or assist in a 

worship event. We took 

the committee structure 

and developed five task 

group homes.  

The first is “In-

Reach.” 

In this 

task 

group 

we find 

worship, fellowship, the 

education ministry and 

evangelism.  

The second is 

“Outreach.” All of our 

outreach ministries are 

part of this group 

including our Christian 
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From the Pastor’s Pen: There is still much to do and you are needed! 

It is hard to believe, 

but the season of Advent 

is here and soon we will 

be turning the page on 

yet one more year. These 

last couple of years have 

been a little extra 

challenging, but then 

again every year has its 

challenges and obstacles 

to overcome. Like in the 

past, we have found a way 

to forge our way through 

and not only survive, but 

in so many instances 

thrive.  

Our church has faced 

challenges as well, some 

building over years and 

yet we have continued to 

find ways to be a church 

of love, of welcome and 

of service. We realize we 

have lost many cherished 

members over the last 

several years, either 

through death or moving 

closer to family. We also 

understand that the 

church of our younger 

years is not the church of 

the present and yet it is 

still church. It is still a 

place where can come 

and find meaning and 

purpose for our lives, 
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Women’s 

Fellowship, 

our Christian 

Men’s 

Fellowship (when it gets going), as 

well as stewardship as this is vital 

to any outreach that a church is 

involved with.  

The third is “Administrative.” 

The group 

houses 

communication, 

personnel and it 

is responsible for 

the operations of 

the church from an administrative 

standpoint. This is also where 

Memorials and Records are 

housed.  

The fourth is “Property and 

Grounds.” This is self-explanatory 

but this is 

where all 

things 

concerning 

our property 

and grounds 

are handled. Beautification is also 

part of this group.  

The last is “Other.” Here we 

have the PRC which is the 

Pastoral Relations Committee as 

well as the Long-Range Planning, 

(Moving FCC Forward). There is 

the option of creating additional 

special task groups for events or 

ministries not covered above if 

needed.  

This may all seem confusing, 

but the bottom line is, we need 

people to step up and help us 

move this church forward 

especially as one of these task 

group leaders. The leader’s job is 

to oversee the activities in each 

group, to help fill needs within 

each group and to work with the 

Board Chair and Pastor in 

developing and leading this 

church forward.  

Inside each of these task 

groups there is ample opportunity 

to serve, to make a difference, to 

be part of something that is both 

meaningful and purposeful. I 

know many of us have been down 

this road before, we have done 

our time and we may feel we don’t 

have anything left to give and 

while I understand, I don’t believe 

that is true. Just look at what we 

have been able to do up to now. 

We have started new ministries, 

we have developed new policies, 

we have made a commitment to 

our youth with the hiring of our 

youth 

director, 

Adam, 

and we still are looking for ways to 

grow and be more involved in our 

community.  

Yes, we may not be the 

biggest; yes, we are basically an 

elderly church; yes, we have lost 

some stalwarts who did much for 

the church; but we still have you 

and me and together we can 

continue this legacy of service, of 

love, and of hope, and build upon 

it and in doing so continue to 

make a difference in our 

community.  

I encourage you to faithfully 

consider joining with others on 

one of these task groups and 

adding your talents and gifts to the 

pool, thus making the whole so 

much more fruitful and 

purposeful, and in the process 

share in the 

joy of 

serving our 

loving and 

wonderful 

Lord.  

Peace,  

Pastor Rick 

Everyone is invited to share  

Christmas Cheer with  

Pastor Rick and Ellen 

Saturday, December 11, 4 to 6 pm 

10770 County Road 24 

Fairhope 
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Our Church Prayer List: 

Mady Allman 

Mack Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Dianne Blaschak 

Patsy Boothe  

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Logan Chandler 

Janice Clifford 

Haley Clift 

Diane Cooper 

Norman Copeland 

Don Darnell 

Jerry, and the family of  

Barbara Davis 

Zach Everett 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Bobbie Hughes 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Mack Maclaren 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Dot & Bob Moffitt 

Julie Morrow 

Norma, and the family of  

HC “Moon” Mullins 

Anna & Reed Myers 

Barry Nix 

Tom Parks 

Mike Patrick 

Albert Pearson 

Gladys Pierce 

Sharon Quimby 

Marlene Robinson 

Lynn Russell 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Don Stewart 

Barbara Stieber 

Laura Todd 

Gary Turner 

Oleta Volking 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Sherrye Willmann 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 & caregivers 

A service of light in the midst of darkness... 

We are not all in a mood to celebrate this year. If 

you – or someone you know – are dealing with the 

death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or 

separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with 

cancer or some other disease, or coping with a 

number of other situations that make parties and 

joviality painful, there is a growing attentiveness to the 

needs of people who are blue at Christmas.  

For those suffering dark times now, Fairhope 

Christian Church invites you to join us Tuesday, Dec. 

21 at 4 pm for a special service of reflection, 

acceptance, and offering healing and hope during 

these normally happy and celebratory days of 

Christmas. 

Many churches now hold a service of worship on 

the longest night of the year, which falls on or about 

December 21st, the Winter Solstice. This is also the 

traditional religious feast day of Saint Thomas the 

Apostle, whose struggle to believe the tale of Jesus’ 

resurrection, is paired with the long nights just before 

Christmas, and the struggle with darkness and grief 

faced by those living with loss.  

Following the past couple of years of loss of many 

of our friends, family members, as well as members of 

our congregations, Fairhope Christian Church, at 349 

Fairwood Blvd., will hold our Service of the Longest 

Night on Tues., Dec. 21, at 4 pm. Please join us if 

you are living through dark times now, and in need of 

comfort.  

Credit: Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church 
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 Jerry Davis would like to extend his heartfelt 

appreciation for all the prayers offered for his family, 

as well as the phone calls and cards they received 

following Barbara’s death. He is most thankful for this 

congregation and the love and support he has 

received.  

You Don’t Just Lose Someone Once... 
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We pray for others in the Disciples’ Fellowship: 

 Dec. 5 - Montgomery, United - La’Rue Smith, Jr.,  

  Minister 

 Dec. 12 - Pensacola, Westwood - Betty and David  

  Massey, Co-Pastors 

 Dec. 19 - Ambassadors for Christ - Pamela Wilson,  

  Minister 

 Dec. 26 - Meridian, First - Mark Benson, Minister 

 

Military Prayer Requests: 

Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; 

 grandson of Cindy Bishop 

Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; granddaughter of 

 Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani, Ramstein AFB, Germany; son of 

 Pastor Rick & Ellen 

Susan* Broughton, 12/1 

Linda* McCullough, 12/2 

Bill* Bagby, 12/3 

Betty* Hoffren, 12/4 

Debbie* Parish, 12/13 

Frances* Parks, 12/13 

Kermit Mangus, 12/18 

Eleanora* Mauritson, 12/18 

Lance* Howard, 12/20 

Rochelle* McKee, 12/22 

 

 

 

19 Christopher and Caron Ragland 

27 Jim and Janice Clifford  

December Liturgy 
 

Dec. 5:                  Isaiah 53:5 

Dec. 12:                John 16:16-22 

Dec. 19:                John 3:16 

Dec. 26:                1 Peter 2:9-10  

Dear friends,  

From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you for 

the beautiful wedding shower that you did for us. 

We are very thankful for all the gifts and best 

wishes. We have had much love from everyone at 

the church, and we are very thankful. You are all 

such an essential part of our lives, and we are 

grateful for your love and support.  

We look forward to sharing many more beautiful 

memories with you in years to come. 

With love,  

Brandi & Adam  

Update from the Board Chair: 

We have updated the church 

sign at the back parking lot. One 

CWF picnic table now has now has an extension 

for someone in a wheel chair. The September 15th 

board and November 7th congregational meetings 

approved 2022 church board nominees and 

church budget. - Ken Vaughn 

 

Square dance LESSONS 

will begin in the fellowship 

hall in 2022! If you have ever 

considered giving square 

dancing a whirl, join the 

Magnolia Squares on Monday 

evenings at 6:30 pm, starting Jan. 17! 
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CWF met Tuesday, November 9th at both 10 

a.m. and 7 p.m.  At the morning meeting, final 

preparations were made for the reception for Lyn 

Fogarty. Dian Mangus and Vicki Lyons thanked 

everyone for all the help with the rummage sale and 

felt it was a success. It was decided that the CWF 

would decorate the Fellowship Hall for Christmas on 

Saturday, November 27th at 9 am.  

Unfortunately, Jane Velasquez, our Bible study 

leader, was not able to attend due to illness, so the 

Bible study was postponed until next month. It was 

decided that canned pasta items would be collected 

next month for the Blessing Box. After enjoying a 

sandwich lunch, it was decided that everyone would 

bring in something to share for lunch as part of 

Christmas Party.  

The evening circle spent the time deciding on the 

next book study, which will be “Beyond Your 

Backyard, Stepping Out to Serve Others” by Tom 

Ellsworth. The rest of the evening was spent helping 

Pam Chambers finish up the last of the Sally’s Shoe 

Boxes. All ladies of the church are welcome to 

attend either meeting and enjoy the study, fun and 

fellowship. 

-  June Berry and Ellen 

Malugani 

Co-chairs 

CWF - November meeting recap 

 

Sally’s Shoeboxes hits its goal… and then some!     

 Thank you to everyone who played a part in putting together 312 shoeboxes for 

Sally's Shoeboxes (Operation Christmas Child). It truly takes a village and everyone at 

Fairhope Christian Church played a part in the success of this year's endeavor! I 

especially want to thank 

those who bought items 

to donate for our 

monthly collections, those who assembled the 

prefab shoeboxes, those who filled their own 

shoeboxes, those who came to the Packing Party, 

those who put up and took down the “shoebox 

church,” those who helped finance the shipping 

of the shoeboxes, and those who helped deliver 

the shoeboxes to the drop off location.  

 I hope you have all been praying for the 

children who will be receiving these shoeboxes 

and their families. Please continue to pray that 

the shoeboxes reach their destinations with no 

delays and the children receiving the boxes will 

feel God's love and want to know more about 

God and Jesus. Sally Jones is surely smiling 

about this year’s tremendous effort and success! 

– Pam Chambers 
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Youth Activities Update 
Hey everyone, I hope and pray all of you are 

doing well. This past month has been an enormous 

success, and the youth have been very busy. They 

have been busy on Thursdays, and we have been 

meeting every Thursday this past month for two 

hours instead of one. We have been using these 

extended Thursdays to practice the Christmas Play 

and help to decorate play props. The youth have also 

enjoyed their Sunday School lessons, and I would 

like to thank the volunteers who have helped out so 

much with Thursdays and Sundays.  

The youth also enjoyed going to Eastern Shore 

Bowling Alley on Sunday, November 28.  The day 

was filled with fun. They enjoyed church, and then 

after church, we all met up at the bowling alley at 

12:45 pm. We enjoyed two hours of bowling, 

followed by one game of laser tag, and some time in 

the arcade.  

This month, we are looking forward to our final 

two-hour Christmas Play practice on Thursday, 

December 16, and performing the play on 

December 19 at 2 pm.  

As you can tell, our youth group is bustling and 

very active. They enjoy coming to Sunday School, 

and they like the midweek service on Thursdays at 4 

pm. As we continue to grow, we pray that God will 

do great things through our youth ministry. We also 

pray that as we continue to meet for Sunday School 

and Midweek service, the youth will continue to grow 

in their relationship with God. We ask that you pray 

for our youth ministry and that God will continue to 

use our youth group for His purpose. 

Adam Swedenburg,  
Youth Director 

Contact Info. Updates: 

Shirley Slay 

235 Inverness Center Dr., Apt. # 2 

Hoover, AL  35242-5608 

c) 251-802-3200 

Hugh Hays uses his cell number for texts only: 

251-215-5827 

 

 I am beyond grateful for the support of this 

church family. Your presence, prayers, cards, 

and kind words have comforted me enormously 

during this unbelievable sad and challenging 

time in my life. 

 Your support is a beacon of light and hope 

for me and my family during this dark time we 

are experiencing. 

       God Bless, 

       Norma 

News and Notes 

Adam Swedenburg and Brandi Thomas 
invite you to join them as they unite in  

Holy Matrimony 
December 4, 2021 

2:30 pm 
Loblolly Farms 

9930 Stone Road 
Semmes. Alabama 

———————————————————————- 

From Hardee’s west of I-65 on Moffett Rd.: 

Turn left onto US-98 W/Moffett Rd., 9.3 miles. 

Turn right onto McCrary Rd., 1.3 miles.  

Turn left onto Stone Rd., 1.5 miles. 

Turn right, go 240 feet. 

Keep right 164 feet. 

You have arrived 9930 Stone Road, Semmes. 
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Thoughts to Ponder... 

And I couldn’t resist including  

this one:  

    This book was 
written by a friend of 
David Chambers. He 
said it would make a 
great  resource for a 
Bible study! 

Pieces of Faith: 
Discovering God in 

My Life Puzzle 

Ever thought about your 
faith while putting 
together a puzzle? 
Rebecca Nolting breaks 
down the steps many 
people take and 
strategies they often use in completing a 
puzzle, and parallels them to one’s faith 
journey. She gives examples and lessons 
from her own life and relates how she 
discovered God through each of them. Follow 
along as she experiences moments of peace 
and many times, joy. Her story encourages 
you to look for God in difficult moments and 
especially in ordinary items, like puzzles. How 
will you be challenged to discover God in your 
life puzzle? 

       It is now available to order online at 
Amazon, Wal-Mart and Barnes & Noble in 
both paperback and E-book.  

       You can contact her through her website: 
extraordinaryfromordinary.com 
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NOV 28 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

29 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

 

 

 

 

30 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

2AA - 5:30 

DECEMBER 1 
AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

2 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

3 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

Fairhope 

Christmas 

Parade 

4    AA - Men 
9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

Adam & Brandi! 
2:30 pm wedding 

Loblolly Farms 
9930 Stone Rd. 

Semmes, AL 

5 
Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

Deacons’ Mtg 

following 

worship 

6 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

1 pm 

Elders’ Mtg 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

7 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

12 pm 

District 5 Mtg in 

P’Cola 

 

8 
AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

9 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

10 
AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

6 pm 

Pairs and Spares 

Christmas Party 

11 
AA - Men 

9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

4-6 pm 
Open House at the 

Malugani’s  
All invited! 

12 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

Christmas 

Special Offering 

13 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

14 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

10 am & 7 pm 

CWF Mtg 

15 
AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

16 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

11 am Lunch 

Bunch @ Café 98 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service, 4 pm 

17 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

 

18 

AA - Men 
9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 19 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

Christmas 

Special Offering 

FCC  

Christmas Play 

20  

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

21 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

 

4 pm 

Service of  

Longest Night 

22    AA - 7:30 

8am Prayer 
AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

 

 

23 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

 

Youth Midweek 

Service, 4 pm 

24 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

6 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

 

25    AA - Men 
9 am 
AA -  

Women 
10:30 

 
 

26  

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

and Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

27   

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

10 am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

28 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

AA - 5:30 

29   AA - 7:30 

      8am Prayer 

AA - 12pm 
AA - 5:30 

30 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

Youth Midweek 

Service, 4 pm 

31 

AA - 7:30 

AA - 12pm 

New Years Eve 

January 1, 2022 
 

          at a glance 

Sunday    Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday    Friday    Saturday 
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Disciples Making Disciples 

Outreach 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Brenda Isbell Bennett,  

Church Musician 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

We’re on the web! 

FairhopeChristian.org  

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

 “They were continually 

devoting themselves to the apostles 

teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.” 

(Acts 2:42) 

The first of the four essentials 

of discipleship is outreach. When 

the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost, 

the church was born. This new 

church also became the catalyst of 

change that has made a difference 

in the world from the first century 

event until today. Those early 

Christians began this journey by 

offering themselves as witnesses for 

Jesus Christ. Although people tend 

to shy away from it, evangelism is 

one of the absolute necessities for 

being a disciple. If you go back to 

Acts 2 and read Peter’s sermon, 

this fact will become obvious to 

you. Remember, this was the same 

Peter who, just a few weeks before, 

was too scared to even admit he 

knew Jesus. What happened? The 

Holy Spirit happened. Now Peter 

will embark on a great journey of 

faithful witness for Jesus Christ. 

Don’t think this faithful 

witnessing is an inborn gift of 

talent. We must ask God to help us 

grow as a Christian and help us 

open our mouths to be a witness. 

You may say, “But I’m not bold, 

I’m a private person.” Well, the 

fact is that most of us are only 

private when we want to be. Take a 

look at the fans in the stadium 

during a football game. They 

probably don’t behave this way all 

the time. But when something 

exciting enough happens in our 

lives, we will talk about it without a 

whole lot of prompting. 

If you are like me, God has 

done some pretty remarkable 

things in my life. Why should I not 

shout about it? Or at least tell other 

people about how God has 

touched me and can do the same 

for them. That is the beginning of 

witnessing, the beginning of 

outreach. We all have a story to 

tell. Tell it! 

Blessings, 

David Chambers 


