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“Reach up to 

God,   

Reach in to our  

hear ts ,   

Reach out to  

others”   

From the Pastor’s Pen:  

 We are gearing up for our 

Easter celebration where we 

remember the wondrous grace 

of our God raising Jesus from 

the dead. From the somber and 

solemn events of Good Friday 

to the jubilation of Easter 

morning when the tomb where Jesus 

was buried was found to be empty. It 

all played out just as they had been 

told it would and yet there was still 

amazement and surprise. The     

amazement part I get, I mean it is not 

every day someone is raised from the 

dead, but the surprise?  

 Throughout our faith history, God 

has been telling us what was going to 

happen, what God was going to do, and 

yet when it happens, we are surprised 

like we really did not expect God to  

follow through. It happened to the    

Hebrews held captive in Egypt and the 

long exodus walk they took on the way 

to the promised land. It happened   

during the Babylonian captivity as well 

and it happened during the reign of  

David among others.  

 The question is why are we         

surprised when God acts, especially 

when God has told us what was going 

to happen?  

 Through the prophets we 

were told that there would be a 

savior coming. We were even 

told where it would take place. 

Remember in Micah 5:2, we are 

told that out of Bethlehem 

there would come the one who 

would be the ruler of Israel. And we 

can’t forget those  passages in Isaiah 

that point to the birth of one through a 

virgin that would have the government 

upon his shoulders, who would be the 

Prince of Peace and King of kings.  

 Jesus himself told his disciples 

what was in his future and what that 

future meant for them. Jesus even was 

berated by Peter for even suggesting 

such a future as he just could not come 

to terms with it.  

 When Jesus did make his entrance 

into Jerusalem to joyous and excited 

crowds, I am sure those around him 

could not even imagine what Jesus had 

told them would actually happen, but it 

did. Jesus went to the cross and was 

buried in the tomb and for all intents 

and purposes, it was over. Those 

around him were stunned, how could 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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  The morning CWF group met Tuesday, March 8th at 10am. We collected personal hygiene items 

for our March project. We enjoyed a hot dog lunch afterward. The evening group met at 7pm that night 

via Zoom.  

 Our next meeting will be April 12th at 10am (in-person) and 7pm (via Zoom). Please bring Easter 

basket grass as we will be filling Easter baskets for April’s project. We look forward to seeing you 

then! 

—June Berry and Ellen Malugani 

                Co-chairs 

CWF -  March recap 

this happen, why didn’t God intervene, what went 

wrong. 

 Nothing went wrong, as it was God in the form 

of Jesus who hung on that cross, who took the sins 

of the world upon his shoulders, whose blood 

washed away our transgressions and gave us new 

life. And it was God who raised Jesus from the 

dead rendering death as nothing more than a 

steppingstone to a life of everlasting joy and 

peace in the presence of God for all who believe.  

 However, we read in all the gospel accounts 

about the surprise at seeing the empty tomb, the 

utter disbelief that what was told actually hap-

pened.  

 Not much has changed in these last two    

thousand years or so. We still are surprised when 

God acts even if we are told that it would happen. 

Shouldn’t we know by now that our God loves us 

so much, that God cares for us, and wants a        

vibrant and positive relationship with us? Isn’t it 

time to acknowledge that God will do what God 

has promised, that God is working in our lives in 

some remarkable ways and that with God nothing 

is impossible?  

As we commemorate the risen Christ once 

again, let us do so with expectant hearts, hearts 

that truly believe that just as God raised Christ 

from the dead, we too shall experience such a   

resurrection and if that is in our future, how can 

we be surprised at what God is doing in our daily 

lives. To God be the glory!  

—Pastor Rick Malugani 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Youth Activities Update 

 We had an awesome month! In addition to our 

Sunday School and mid-week meetings, we participated 

in the DNow camp! We had three youth and two adults 

attend as we partnered up with East Point Baptist 

Church (in total there were 30 youth). The camp was 

March 18-20 at Camp Baldwin in Elberta. There were 

three worship services, four small group sessions, and 

several fun activities and games. The youth had a great 

time and are looking forward to attending next year!  

 In April, we will be hosting a bake sale fundraiser on 

Sunday, April 10th. The money 

raised will help fund our end-of-

school bash (in May) as well as 

Regional Summer Camp (in June). 

You can help by baking some 

yummy treats, purchasing goodies 

at the bake sale, or both! We’re 

thankful to be in such a loving and generous church, and 

thank you in advance for your help in supporting our 

youth!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This month in Sunday School, we will be teaching a 

series called Break Trail. It is a 6-week series on Jesus & 

Easter. If you’ve ever gone hiking, especially in the 

winter, you may know that “breaking trail” happens 

when one hiker goes ahead of their group and navigates 

a difficult path (like one in snow). This allows the others 

to follow behind more easily. A trail breaker is someone 

who goes ahead, makes a new way, and invites others 

to follow along behind them. In so many ways, that’s 

precisely what Jesus did for us. He broke a new trail just 

by existing, but he also did much more than that. In this 

6-week Easter series, we’ll read the stories of Jesus 

breaking new trails as we discover that Jesus never 

gives up on us, understands our pain, shows us love, is 

alive, can be trusted, and gives us a mission.   

 We ask that you continue to pray for our youth, our 

youth leaders and volunteers, the youth services, and 

that God will to do great things in and through our 

youth ministry! 

—Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 
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We pray for others in the Disciples’ 

Fellowship: 

Apr. 3 – Ft. Walton Beach, Primera Iglesia Cristiana 
Hispana, Jose and Ana Diaz, Co-Pastors 

Apr. 10 – Birmingham, First – Beth Thomason and 
Robin Blakemore, Ministers 

Apr. 17 – Birmingham, New Vision – Edward 
Williams, Minister 

Apr. 24 – Huntsville, Grateful Life – Sherry Birney, 
Minister 
 

Military Prayer Requests: 
 

Dalton Benson, US Army, Fort Polk, Leesville, LA; 

grandson of Cindy Bishop 

Sgt. Samantha Helms, Anchorage, AK; 

granddaughter of  Morris & Janet  

Major Ross Malugani, Ramstein AFB, Germany; son 

of Pastor Rick & Ellen 

Cindy Bishop 

Kristy Bishop 

Mack Bishop 

Sandra Bishop 

Paul Bivins 

Patsy Boothe 

Margaret Buchanan 

Nettye Carter 

Larry Chambers 

Logan Chandler 

Janice Clifford 

Haley Clift 

Diane Cooper 

Don Darnell 

Zach Everett 

Berry Fulford 

Regina Geary 

Lonnie Gibbs 

Michelle Grene 

Bobby and Barbara Harris 

Dottie Hughes 

Marion Jellenc 

Mack Maclaren 

Ellen Malugani 

Monee Hook and the family of   

Deloris Marshall 

Elizabeth McGonagle 

Dot & Bob Moffitt 

Julie Morrow 

Barry Nix 

Emily O’Toole 

Frances and the family of Tom 

Parks 

Mike Patrick 

Albert Pearson 

Sharon Quimby 

Marlene Robinson 

Wally & Judy Robinson 

McKenzie Rockwell 

Jennifer Penry Romano 

Abbye Scott 

Lisa Seymour 

Dorothy Skinner 

Barbara Smith 

Jeanette Smith 

Elijah Sprague 

John Stephens 

Don Stewart 

Laura Todd 

Gary Turner 

Oleta Volking 

Tom Walker 

Daryl Wasp 

Erika White 

Sherrye Willmann 

Fonda Winfrey 

Laney Wooten 

All with COVID-19 

and all caregivers 

 

 

Our Church Prayer List: 
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 Each spring arrives in God’s perfect timing and this 
year is no different. The signs of spring’s arrival are 
promising progress! Last week the brave, first flowers 
appeared in their beds, contrasting their pretty purple 
hues and dark green leaves against the dull mulch. Sev-
eral mornings I awoke to the music of birds chirping 
loudly and the sound of squirrels skipping through 
branches. The refreshing sights and sounds of spring 
bring winter to a close and new life is ushered in. Sweet 
breezes blow fresh air through open windows and the 
natural seasonal celebration begs to be accompanied. 
After the dingy snowbanks of late winter have melted 
away, there’s nothing more invigorating than the oppor-
tunity to rejuvenate your home—and a spiritual spring 
cleaning is even more welcome in this season of renew-
al. 

 As I’ve walked through the house, I’ve felt the itch. 
You know the one? The desire to restore a crisp, clean 
feel to all surfaces, purging or refurbishing the old and 
embracing the new. This unexplainable urgency to scrub 
and declutter every nook and cranny encourages a new 
spirit of energy. I’m ready to join in this seasonal clean-
ing by breaking out the mops, brooms and dusters. Ex-
tra cleaning supplies and new replacement scrub brush-
es have already been purchased in preparation for the 
time I’ve set aside to work on extra scouring and elimi-
nating. 

 Yesterday as I glanced at my planner and saw the 
words “spring cleaning,” I thought about what might 
happen if I included thoughts of organizing and reviving 
my soul and spirit alongside the house. As a “list kind of 
girl,” these thoughts quickly expanded into a few points. 
How does one “spring clean” her spirit? By applying the 
methods of seasonal housekeeping, the following ideas 
for a spiritual spring cleaning emerged. Perhaps you 
could use one or two? I know I needed them! 

Purge any old attitudes and allow myself the freedom 
to move into a new season. 

It’s easy to fall into maintaining a certain spirit continu-
ally, even if that train of thought doesn’t line up with 
God’s Word. What if I asked God to remove this attitude 
and embraced newfound spiritual independence to 

move forward? 

Ask Jesus to scrub my heart clean again as I request 
forgiveness and forgive myself. 

I remember hearing a sermon once about keeping short 
accounts with God. The pastor explained that being 
close to Jesus meant not only forgiving others, but em-
bracing forgiveness for myself. What about enjoying his 
grace anew? 

Clean out the cobwebs of negative thoughts. 

Grab a rag and dust “I can’t do this” and “This will never 
work” right out of the corner and into the trash. Dis-
carding negative thought patterns and latching on to 
spiritual truths will deliver a renewed spirit. Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful to experience a vivacious, positive 
thought life? 

Take inventory of my spiritual routines and spruce 
them up as needed. 

Restore stale relationships by connecting and showing 
love again. Call or text a friend you haven’t seen in a 
while. 

 This spring, let’s spend a little quiet time with God, 

maybe even while we’re dusting, mopping and de-

cluttering. Because, what better time to refresh your 

soul than during spring cleaning? Let’s invite Him to 

show us what we might need to “clean up” in order to 

grow deeper in our faith and closer to our Father. 

 

 

 

Spring Cleaning for Your Soul 
by Rachel Wojo 

https://www.dayspring.com/articles/spring-cleaning-for-your-soul 

https://www.dayspring.com/articles/the-blood-of-forgiveness-and-cleansing
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15—Bette Benz 

18—Rick Malugani 

18—Lilly Parish 

22—Glen Morris 

30—Donna Kenny 

30—Ann Sadler 

30—John Wimpee 

• Pastor Rick’s 6-week video-based Bible Study 

will continue every Wednesday in April at 

6:00pm through the 20th.  

• The new quarterly copy of Our Daily Bread is 

out! Pick up your copy today.  

• The worship committee will be 

decorating the sanctuary for 

Easter with live lilies given in 

memory or honor of our loved 

ones. The funds collected will be 

given to Ecumenical Ministries. 

We ask for a minimum donation of $5 for 

each tribute. The deadline is April 10th.  

• We are hiring! Fairhope Christian Church is 

looking for a part-time Nursery/Youth 

Attendant. This position will be for at least 3 

hours every Sunday. If you know of someone 

who has a passion for Christ and children 

please have them call or email our office!  

• Men’s Fellowship meets Saturday, April 2nd at 

9am. We hope to see you there! 

• We will have Palm Sunday dinner after 

worship on April 10th. Please sign up to bring 

a side dish or dessert (Sign-up sheet is in the 

Fellowship Hall)! 

• We will be hosting a First 

Responders Breakfast for 

our local heroes on 

Thursday, April 14th from 

6:30am to 9:00am.  

• Good Friday Prayer Vigil will be April 15th 

from 6:00am-6:00pm, followed by Worship 

service at 6:30pm. The Prayer Vigil sign-up 

sheet is in the Fellowship Hall.  

• Ashley will be out of the office beginning April 

14th and will be back April 25th.  

• May’s newsletter articles and announcements 

are due by Sunday, April 24th. Thank you! 

News and Notes 

April Liturgy 
 

Apr. 3 - John 12:1-8 

Apr. 10 - Luke 10:28-40 

Apr. 17 - Romans 6:3-4 

Apr. 24 - Guest Pastor—Rev. David 

Chambers 

 

 

Paul Bivins would like to send a big thank 

you to June Berry, Fred Crawford, Pastor 

Rick, and everyone at Fairhope Christian 

Church for their love and support! 

Fairhope Christian Church is truly a special 

place. Blessings to you this spring and 

throughout the year! 
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1 

 

2 
 

9:00am Men’s 
Fellowship 

 3 
Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

 

 

 4     

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 
6:30-8:30 

 5 
 

10am CWF 
 

7pm CWF 

(via Zoom) 

 

Mission Planning 

Team 6pm 

 6 
 

8am Prayer 
 

6pm Bible Study  

Week 4 

 7      
 

4pm Youth 

Service 

 8 
 

 

 9 

 10 

Education @ 9 

Worship @ 10 
 

Palm Sunday 

Dinner 

 

 

 

 

Youth Bake Sale 

 11 

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

 

 

 12 

 

 

 

 13 
 

8am Prayer 
 

6pm Bible Study  

Week 5 

 

 

 14     

6:30-9:00a First 
Responders Bfast 

 

11am Lunch 
Bunch @ Café 98 

 

4pm Youth 

Service 
 

Ashley Out 

 15 

6am-6pm 

Good Friday 

Prayer Vigil     
 

6:30pm 

Good Friday 

Service 
 

Ashley Out 

 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 17 

Christian 

Education @ 9 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream 

 

 

 

  

 18      

 

10am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

 

 
Ashley Out 

 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ashley Out 

 20 

 
8am Prayer 

 

6pm Bible Study  

Week 6 

 

 

 

 21 

 

4pm Youth 

Service 

 

 

 

 
Ashley Out 

 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashley Out 

 23 
 
 
 

24 

Christian 

Education @ 9 

 

Worship @ 10 

with live stream  

 

 

 

25 

 

10 am Craft Circle 

 

Magnolia Squares 

6:30-8:30 

 26  27  28  29  30 

THERE IS HOPE 
Weekly Meeting Schedule: 

 

7:30am, Mon-Fri 

12pm, Mon-Fri 

5:30pm, Tuesdays 
 

Saturdays: 

9am—men only 

10:30am—women only 
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Disciples Making Disciples 
Sharing the Good News in Our World Today 

Join us! Everyone is welcome! 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday School - 9 am 

Worship Service - 10 am 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

10 am - 2 pm 

Phone: 251-928-8495 

Pastor’s Cell: 251-510-1915 

E-mail: pastor@fairhopechristian.org or 

office@fairhopechristian.org 
 

Church Staff: 

Rick Malugani, Pastor 

Cindy Bishop, Financial Assistant 

Adam Swedenburg, Youth Director 

Ashley Weller, Admin. Assistant 

We’re on the web! 

FairhopeChristian.org  

Fairhope Christian 
Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
349 Fairwood Blvd. 

Fairhope, AL 36532 

 

 Today’s church faces profound 

challenges that have never faced 

the church before. More than 

ever, we are challenged to live, 

breathe, and have our being as 

Christians in a culture that seems 

to fight against our very 

existence.  Some of the challenges 

we face include political 

correctness, post-modern 

relativism, and religious 

pluralism. While each of these 

cultural movements have their 

purpose, they often rub against 

some very basic Christian 

principles. So, in a society full of 

unchurched people (some suggest 

at least 50%) who don’t know the 

basic tenets of Christianity or the 

redemptive story the Scriptures 

have to tell, what is the church to 

do? It seems that the church at 

large has a poor reputation 

among non-Christians. Many 

people hold distorted views of 

Jesus, the gospel, and traditional 

Christian faith, so they are biased 

against us before we’ve had a 

chance to start a conversation. 

Our ability to engage the world is 

also hampered by internal issues. 

Some Christians question the 

motives behind traditional 

outreach efforts, viewing them as 

a bait-and-switch. Many in our 

congregations seem reluctant to 

share the gospel, either claiming 

that evangelism isn’t their gift or 

hiding in fear of potential 

rejection. 

In light of these challenges, how 

can our churches share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ in a dark 

world that desperately needs it? I 

hope you follow me in the next 

few months as we seek to explore 

this question. Stay tuned. 

 

Blessings, 

David Chambers 


