
pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present 

with the Lord. Therefore, we make it our aim, whether 

present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive the things done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL: MARK 4:26-34 
And He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should 

scatter seed on the ground, and should sleep by night and rise 

by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does 

not know how. For the earth yields crops by itself: first the 

blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. But 

when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, 

because the harvest has come." Then He said, "To what shall 

we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what parable shall we 

picture it? It is like a mustard seed which, when it is sown on 

the ground, is smaller than all the seeds on earth; but when it 

is sown, it grows up and becomes greater than all herbs, and 

shoots out large branches, so that the birds of the air may nest 

under its shade." And with many such parables He spoke the 

word to them as they were able to hear it. But without a 

parable He did not speak to them. And when they were alone, 

He explained all things to His disciples. 

 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord   

People: Praise to you Lord Christ 
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COLLECT:  
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast 

faith and love, that through your grace we may proclaim your 

truth with boldness, and minister your justice with 

compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen 

 

 

FIRST LESSON: EZEKIEL 17:22-24 

Thus says the Lord GOD: “I will take also one of the highest 

branches of the high cedar and set it out. I will crop off from 

the topmost of its young twigs a tender one and will plant it 

on a high and prominent mountain.  On the mountain height 

of Israel, I will plant it; and it will bring forth boughs, and 

bear fruit, and be a majestic cedar. Under it will dwell birds 

of every sort; in the shadow of its branches, they will dwell.  

And all the trees of the field shall know that I, the LORD, have 

brought down the high tree and exalted the low tree, dried up 

the green tree and made the dry tree flourish; I, the LORD, 

have spoken and have done it.” 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

 

PSALM 92 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, and to sing praises to 

Your name, O Most High; To declare Your loving-kindness 

in the morning, and Your faithfulness every night, 

 

Response: Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 

Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
 

A senseless man does not know, nor does a fool understand 

this.  When the wicked spring up like grass, and when all the 

workers of iniquity flourish, it is that they may be destroyed 

forever. 

 

Response: Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 

Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
 

Those who are planted in the house of the LORD Shall 

flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bear fruit in 

old age; They shall be fresh and flourishing, 

 

Response: Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 

Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: 2CORINTHIANS 5:1-10 
For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, 

we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring 

to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, if 

indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. For 

we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we 

want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may 

be swallowed up by life. Now He who has prepared us for 

this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a 

guarantee. So, we are always confident, knowing that while 

we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord. For 

we walk by faith, not by sight. We are confident, yes, well  


