
lusted. And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is 

written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to 

play." Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, 

and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; nor let us tempt Christ, 

as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; nor 

complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed 

by the destroyer. Now all these things happened to them as 

examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom 

the ends of the ages have come. Therefore, let him who thinks he 

stands take heed lest he fall. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL: LUKE 13:1-9 
There were present at that season some who told Him about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 

And Jesus answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they 

suffered such things? I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will 

all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam 

fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than 

all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, no; but unless 

you repent you will all likewise perish." He also spoke this 

parable: "A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and 

he came seeking fruit on it and found none. Then he said to the 

keeper of his vineyard, 'Look, for three years I have come seeking 

fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up 

the ground?' But he answered and said to him, 'Sir, let it alone this 

year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. And if it bears fruit, 

well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.'" 

 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord   

People: Praise to you Lord Christ 
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COLLECT:  
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves 

to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and 

inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all 

adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 

thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen 

 

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 55:1-9 

“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who 

have no money, come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and 

milk without money and without price. Why do you spend 

money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does 

not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and 

let your soul delight itself in abundance. Incline your ear, and 

come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; And I will make 

an everlasting covenant with you— The sure mercies of 

David. Indeed, I have given him as a witness to the people, 

A leader and commander for the people. Surely you shall call 

a nation you do not know, and nations who do not know you 

shall run to you, Because of the LORD your God, and the Holy 

One of Israel; For He has glorified you.” Seek the LORD 

while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near. Let 

the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, and He will have mercy 

on him; And to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. “For 

My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My 

ways,” says the LORD.  “For as the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My 

thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

PSALM 103 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 

Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases, 

Who redeems your life from destruction? 

 

Response: Bless the LORD and do not forget Him; 

Turn to the LORD, and you shall live. 
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless 

His holy name! Who satisfies your mouth with good things, 

So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.  

 

Response: Bless the LORD and do not forget Him; 

Turn to the LORD, and you shall live. 
 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, So, great is His 

mercy toward those who fear Him; As far as the east is from 

the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 

 

Response: Bless the LORD and do not forget Him; 

Turn to the LORD, and you shall live. 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: PHILIPPIANS 10:1-12 
Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all 

our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 

all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3all 

ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual 

drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed 

them, and that Rock was Christ. But with most of them God 

was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the 

wilderness. Now these things became our examples, to the 

intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also  


