Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him
to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the
blood of His cross.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL: LUKE 23:33-43

And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there
they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand
and the other on the left. Then Jesus said, 'Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they do.' And they divided
His garments and cast lots. And the people stood looking on.
But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, 'He saved
others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of
God." The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering
Him sour wine, and saying, 'If You are the King of the Jews,
save Yourself.' And an inscription also was written over Him
in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING
OF THE JEWS. Then one of the criminals who were hanged
blasphemed Him, saying, 'If You are the Christ, save Yourself
and us.' But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, 'Do
you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due
reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.'
Then he said to Jesus, 'Lord, remember me when You come
into Your kingdom." And Jesus said to him, 'Assuredly, I say
to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.'

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you Lord Christ
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COLLECT:

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all
things in your well beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of
lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his
most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: JEREMIAH 23:1-6

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My
pasture!' says the LORD. Therefore, thus says the LORD God of
Israel against the shepherds who feed My people: "You have
scattered My flock, driven them away, and not attended to them.
Behold, I will attend to you for the evil of your doings,' says the
LORD. But I will gather the remnant of My flock out of all
countries where I have driven them and bring them back to their
folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. I will set up
shepherds over them who will feed them; and they shall fear no
more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be lacking,' says the
LORD. Behold, the days are coming,' says the LORD, "That I
will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall
reign and prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness in
the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
safely; Now this is His name by which He will be called: THE
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore, we will not fear, even though the earth be removed,
and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;

Though its waters roar and be troubled, though the mountains
shake with its swelling. Selah

The LORD is King forever; Majestic, Almighty, Eternal

There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God,
the holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High. God is in the
midst of her, she shall not be moved; God shall help her, just at
the break of dawn. The nations raged, the kingdoms were
moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted.

The LORD is King forever; Majestic, Almighty, Eternal

The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah, come, behold the works of the LORD, who has made
desolations in the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the
earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the
chariot in the fire.

The LORD is King forever; Majestic, Almighty, Eternal

SECOND LESSON: COLOSSIANS 1:13-20

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed
us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For
by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers. All things were created through Him
and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things
consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may
have the preeminence. For it pleased the




