murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other
people's matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL: JOHN 17:1-11

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and
said: 'Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your
Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as
You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may
know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You
have sent. | have glorified You on the earth. I have finished
the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O
Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory
which I had with You before the world was. I have
manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me
out of the world. They were Yours, you gave them to Me, and
they have kept Your word. Now they have known that all
things which You have given Me are from You. For I have
given to them the words which You have given Me; and they
have received them and have known surely that I came forth
from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray
for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You
have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours,
and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no
longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to
You. Holy Father, keep through Y our name those whom You
have given Me, that they may be one as We are.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you Lord Christ
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COLLECT:

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son
Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior
Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: ACTS 1:6-14

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him,
saying, 'Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to
Israel?" And He said to them, 'It is not for you to know times
or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But
you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.! Now when He
had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken
up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while
they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold,
two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, 'Men
of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This
same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so
come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.' Then
they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey. And when
they had entered, they went up into the upper room where
they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip
and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Jud

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 68

When the Almighty scattered kings in it, it was white as snow
in Zalmon. A mountain of God is the mountain of Bashan; A
mountain of many peaks is the mountain of Bashan.

Through death and suffering the LORD has arisen.

Why do you fume with envy, you mountains of many peaks?
This 1s the mountain which God desires to dwell in; Yes, the
LORD will dwell in it forever. The chariots of God are
twenty thousand, Even thousands of thousands; The Lord is
among them as in Sinai, in the Holy Place.

Through death and suffering the LORD has arisen.

You have ascended on high; you have led captivity captive;
You have received gifts among men, even from the
rebellious, That the LORD God might dwell there. Blessed be
the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits, The God of our
salvation! Selah

Through death and suffering the LORD has arisen.

SECOND LESSON: 1PETER 4:12-16

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to
you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's
sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be
glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name
of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God
rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your
part He is glorified. But let none of you suffer as a




