things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. For 'who
has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?'
But we have the mind of Christ.

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:13-20

You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor,
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be
thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the light
of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor
do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. Do not think that |
came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to
destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven
and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means
pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore
breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches
men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that unless your
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you Lord Christ
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COLLECT:

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the
liberty of that abundant life which you have made known to us in
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 58:1-9

Cry aloud, spare not; Lift up your voice like a trumpet; Tell My
people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Yet
they seek Me daily, and delight to know My ways, as a nation that
did righteousness, and did not forsake the ordinance of their God.
They ask of Me the ordinances of justice; They take delight in
approaching God. Why have we fasted,' they say, 'and You have
not seen? Why have we afflicted our souls, and You take no
notice?' 'In fact, in the day of your fast you find pleasure, and
exploit all your laborers. Indeed, you fast for strife and debate, and
to strike with the fist of wickedness. You will not fast as you do
this day, to make your voice heard on high. Is it a fast that I have
chosen, a day for a man to afflict his soul? Is it to bow down his
head like a bulrush, and to spread out sackcloth and ashes? Would
you call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD? Is this not
the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, to
undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you
break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; When
you see the naked, that you cover him, and not hide yourself from
your own flesh? Then your light shall break forth like the morning,
Your healing shall spring forth speedily, and your righteousness
shall go before you; The glory of the LORD shall be your rear
guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; You shall
cry, and He will say, 'Here [ am." 'If you take away the yoke from
your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 112

Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who
delights greatly in His commandments. His descendants will be
mighty on earth; The generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches will be in his house, Anandis righteousness
endures forever.

God has blessed us with the mind of Christ

Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; He is gracious,
and full of compassion, and righteous. A good man deals
graciously and lends; He will guide his affairs with discretion.
Surely, he will never be shaken; The righteous will be in
everlasting remembrance.

God has blessed us with the mind of Christ

He will not be afraid of evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting
in the LORD. His heart is established; He will not be afraid, until
he sees his desire upon his enemies. He has dispersed abroad; He
has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever; His horn
will be exalted with honor.

God has blessed us with the mind of Christ

SECOND LESSON: 1CORINTHIANS 2:12-16

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, that we might know the things that have been
freely given to us by God. These things we also speak, not in
words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural
man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judges all




